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#  CONTAINING 

Descriptions,  Observations,  and  Comparisons,  made  and  collected  in  the 
Courfe  of  a  fhort  Refidence  at  the  Imperial  Palace  of  Tuen-mifi-yuen,  and 
on  a  fubfequent  Journey  through  the  Country  from 

PEKIN  to  CANTON. 

In  which  it  is  attempted  to  appreciate  the  Rank  that  this  extraordinary  Empire 
may  be  confidered  to  hold  in  the  Scale  of  civilized  Nations. 


"  Non  culvis  homim  contingit  ud'ire  Connthum." 
It  is  the  lot  of  few  to  go  to  Peh'in. 

By  JOHN  BARROW,  Efq. 

Late  Private  Secretary  to  the  Farl  of  Macartney,  and  one  of  his  Suite  as  Ambaffador  from  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Emperor  of  China. 
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INTERIOR  OF  SOUTHERN  AFRICA. 


PRELIMINARY  SUBJECT. 

Motives  that  gave  Rife  to  the  prefent  Volume. — Importance  of  Jludying  the  Difpofition 
of  Inhabitants — of  gaining  local  Information. — AJfiduity  of  the  French  in  thefe 
RefpeBs — in/lanced  in  a  Variety  of  Cafes — combine  national  with  individual  Views 
—their  Difperfton  by  the  late  Revolution — endeavour  to  attrail  the  Notice  of  their 
Country. — ExtraB  from  the  Travels  of  the  Duke  of  Rochefaucault  Liancourt — 
his  Sentiments  thofe  of  the  Emigrants. — French  indefatigable  in  their  Purfuits 
abroad— Progrefs  made  in  India — in  the  Birman  Empire  —  in  Cochin-China — the 
Danger,  or  Advantage,  that  England  may  derive  from  the  loft  ConneBion. — Con- 
ftderations  refpeBing  Macao. — French  communicate  Knowledge — Dutch  and  Portu- 
guefe  impede  it  with  regard  to  their  Colonies— -Cape  of  Good  Hope  an  Exception  to  this 
Remark — Knowledge  of  it  imperfeB — and  Accounts  contradiBory. — Various  Authors 
•who  have  written  on  the  SubjeB — Tachard — M^rklin — Valentyn — Kolbe— 
AbbedelaCaille — Sparrmann — Thunberg — Patterfon — Hoppe — Van  Reenen. 
—Maps  of  Captain  Riou  and  De  Ja  Rochctte.— -Important  Obfervations  on  the 
South  Coafl  of  Africa— Errors  of  different  Charts —Obfervations  on  Monfieur  Le 
vol.  II.  b  Vaillant'j 
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VaillantV  Work— Manner  in  which  the  Chart  prefixed  to  the  prefent  Work  was 
conjlrutled. — Difagreement  between  the  Chart  and  th-  Text  explained. — Tejlimony 
of  General  Vandeleur. — Mifreprefentations  of  the  Cape  accounted  for.  —  General 
Nature  and  Appearance  of  the  Country  —  Improvements  fugge/led.  —  Change  in  the 
national  Charatler  of  the  Dutch  in  their  Colonies — their  helplefr  Condition  in  Ba~ 
tavia.-  Induflry  and  Atlivity  of  the  Chinefe  there  their  Numbers  -would  prove 
a  valuable  Acquifition  to  the  Cape — real  Importance  of  this  Colony  to  England. — 
Conclufion. 

•  ■'.%>.. 

The  very  flattering  reception  which  a  former  volume  of 
fketches  experienced  from  an  indulgent  public,  was  fuffieitnt 
encouragement  for  the  Author  to  refume  his  pen,  though  it 
might  not  be  confidered  as  an  adequate  motive,  without  new 
pretenfions,  to  obtrude  himfelf  a  fecond  time  on  public  notice. 
The  pretenfions  then,  which  I  now  claim,  confift  chiefly  in 
being  allowed  to  finifli  an  incomplete  work:  to  add  a  volume, 
in  continuation  of  the  former,  which  I  am  encouraged  to  hope 
will  be  confidered  no  lefs  interesting,  from  the  importance  of 
the  matter,  than  the  other  was  from  its  novelty.    The  natural 
hiftory  of  a  country  little  known  ;  the  general  defcription  of  its 
furface  and  appearance ;  the  manners,  cuftoms,  and  ftate  of 
fociety,  of  the  feveral  clafles  of  inhabitants,  furnifh  a  vaft  fund 
of  ufeful  and  agreeable  information  ;  but  they  do  not  conftitute 
a  whole. — A  number  of  other  fubjects  muft  be  difcufled  and 
defcribed  before  our  knowledge  of  that  country  can  be  faid  to 
be  complete.    Among  thefe  are  not  the  leaft  important  the 
local  advantages  it  may  command  in  a  political,  military,  and 
commercial  point  of  view,  either  with  refpect  to  itfelf,  or  in  its 
relations  with  other  countries  ;  its  refources,  and  their  applica- 
tion ;  its  revenues,  jurifprudence,  population,  and  a  variety  of 
other  points  which,  when  attentively  taken,  form  a  topogra- 
phical 
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phical  and  ftatiftical  account,  from  whence  both  the  ftatefman 
and  the  philofopher  may  be  inftructed  and  amufed. 

This  latter  part  is  a  talk  which,  in  all  human  probability,  I 
mould  never  have  undertaken,  had  I  not  found,  on  my  return 
to  England,  that  a  great  variety  of  opinions  were  fluctuating 
with  regard  to  the  importance  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to 
the  interefts  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  but  more  immediately  fo  to 
thofe  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  which  compofes  fo  very  dif- 
tinguifhed  a  part  of  it.  Moft  of  thefe  opinions  were,  obvioufly, 
grounded  on  a  very  limited  view  of  the  fubject  j  or  on  an  im- 
perfect knowledge  of  the  country.  For,  without  arrogating  to 
myfelf  any  fuperior  information  beyond  what  local  knowledge, 
acquired  by  frequent  travel,  and  my  public  fituation,  enabled  me 
to  collect,  I  may  be  allowed  to  obferve,  that  few  feem  to  under- 
ftand  in  what  refpects  the  Cape  is,  or  is  not,  an  important  object 
to  the  different  powers  of  Europe.  In  the  former  volume  all 
political  difcuffions  were  ftudioufly  avoided,  not  only  becaufe 
they  might  at  that  time,  for  many  reafons,  have  been  thought 
unfeafonable  or  indifcreet,  but  becaufe  I  then  conceived  there 
was  but  one  opinion  with  regard  to  the  real  value  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  if  confidered  only  in  the  fingle  view 
of  its  being  a  barrier  and  a  point  of  fecurity  to  our  Indian 
fettlements. 

Since,  however,  it  has  unfortunately  been  found  expedient 
to  relinquifh  the  poffeffion  of  it,  in  consideration  of  fomething 
that,  no  doubt,  appeared  to  be  of  equal  moment,  fuch  caution 
will  now  be  no  longer  neceffary ;  and  I  fhall  therefore,  in  the 
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prefent  volume,  enter  very  fully  into  the  queftion  of  the  po- 
litical, military,  and  commercial  advantages,  which  this  grand 
outwork  of  all  the  European  pofleffions  in  India  commands, 
and  of  the  dangers  to  which  thofe  of  the  Britifli  empire  in  that 
quarter  of  the  world,  as  well  as  the  trade  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  are  now  expofed,  by  having  refigned  this  point  of 
fecurity  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy.  I  feel  it,  indeed,  in- 
cumbent on  me  to  prove  a  pofition  I  then  took  for  granted, 
that  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  an  acquifition  by  which  our  po- 
litical and  commercial  inter ejls  in  the  Eafl  Indies  bad  been  fecured 
and  promoted* 

Having  hitherto  dwelt  more  fully  on  the  character  and  dif- 
pofition  of  the  feveral  tribes  of  aboriginal  inhabitants,  bordering 
upon  the  colony,  than  of  the  Dutch  and  German  fettlers,  I 
thought  it  expedient  to  commence  the  prefent  volume  with  a 
military  expedition  to  the  Kaffer  frontier,  in  order  to  afford 
myfelf  an  opportunity  of  making  fuch  remarks  and  obfervations, 
as  had  either  efcaped  me  in  compofing  the  firft,  or  had  pur- 
pofely  been  omitted.  The  character  and  difpofition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  a  country,  likely  to  become  the  feat  of  war,  are 
points  of  no  fmall  importance  to  be  known  previous  to  its  conqueft. 
The  late  King  of  Pruflia,  that  wife  and  vigorous  monarch  who, 
if  now  living,  would  not  have  been  tardy  in  affifting  to  repel 
republican  tyranny  or  confular  defpotifm,  recommends,  in  his 
celebrated  inftrudtions  to  his  general  officers,  a  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  ftudy  of  the  difpofition,  the  temper,  and  the  turn  of 
mind,  of  the  people  inhabiting  thofe  countries  which  were  def- 
ined to  be  the  object  of  a  military  expedition. 

In 
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In  this  chapter  I  have  alfo  blended  fome  remarks  on  parti- 
cular points  and  paffes,  with  plans  and  defcriptions  of  the  three 
principal  bays  on  the  fouth-eaft  coaft  of  the  colony,  from  actual 
furveys  ordered  to  be  made  by  Rear-Admiral  Pringle,  at  the 
requeft  of  Lord  Macartney.    The  regularity  of  a  journal  I 
have  not  thought  it  neceflary  to  obferve  ;  nor  to  confider  the  in- 
fertion  of  dates  important,  the  chief  ufe  of  which  is,  to  mark 
the  diftances  travelled  over  in  a  given  time,  the  ftate  of  the 
weather,  or  temperature  of  the  air,  at  given  feafons,  and  the 
growth  and  maturity  of  the  vegetable  productions  of  the  earth, 
as  they  appear  in  fucceffion.    To  thefe  points  I  have  already 
attended  in  my  former  publication,  as  well  as  to  the  general 
geography  of  the  country.    Of  the  prefent  work,  particular 
topography  will  form  a  material  part ;  the  knowledge  of  the 
one  being  no  lefs  ufeful  than  that  of  the  other. 

It  might  appear  invidious  to  point  out  particular  inftances  of 
fatal  miftakes  which  have  happened  from  want  of  local  in- 
formation ;  but  they  are  numerous  in  the  records  of  our  hiftory. 
It  may  not,  however,  be  unimportant  to  obferve,  that,  in  acquiring 
this  kind  of  knowledge,  and  in  making  connections  with  foreign 
nations,  our  mod  inveterate  and  rancorous  enemy  has  always 
been  more  fuccefsful,  becaufe  more  afliduous,  than  ourfelves. 
I  might  inftance  this  obfervation  in  the  labours  of  D^tiquetil  du 
Perron,  whofe  book  was  withheld  from  publication  for  feveral 
years,  on  account  of  the  important  information  it  was  fup- 
pofed  to  contain  refpe&ing  the  politics  of  India  : — in  the 
Travels  of  Mejfrs.  Olivier  and  Bruguiere  into  the  Turkifh  and 
Perfian  empires,  wrho  were  fent  by  the  Executive  Council  in 
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1792,  with  particular  inftructions  to  inquire  into  the  political 
iyftem,  the  opinions,  topography,  commerce,  and  productions 
of  thefe  countries  ; — in  Volneys  Travels  into  Egypt ; — in  Son- 
ni/us  Investigations  in  the  fame  country  j — in  SebaftianW  Mif- 
fion  and  Report,  the  objects  of  which  are  too  glaring  to  be 
miftaken  ; — and  in  thofe  perfons  who,  under  the  name  of  Com- 
mercial Agents^  had  accepted  the  odious  employment  of  fpies. 

Few  Englishmen,  indeed,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  would  undertake 
a  commiflion,  which  might  be  confidered  as  degrading  to  exe- 
cute, but  for  which  a  Frenchman  holds  his  government  alone 
refponfible,  and  its  fanction  a  fufEcient  excufe.  If,  by  any  act 
in  a  foreign  country,  he  can  gain  the  favour  and  countenance  of 
his  government  at  home,  he  will  feldom  flick  at  the  means. 
Hence  we  find,  in  every  part  of  the  world,  Frenchmen  labour- 
ing for  the  interefts  of  their  nation,  in  the  various  characters  of 
ambafiadors  to  the  court,  miffionaries  for  propagating  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  commiflaries  of  commerce,  emiflaries  of  a  fubor- 
dinate  rank,  and  voluntary  adventurers.  A  Frenchman,  travel- 
ling in  foreign  countries,  generally  combines  national  with 
individual  views.  Since  the  late  revolution  they  have  been 
difperfed,  like  the  Jews,  over  the  whole  world  ;  but  their 
dilperfion  is  yet  too  recent  to  have  obliterated  the  amor  patria 
which,  next  to  that  of  the  ties  of  blood,  clings,  perhaps,  clofeft 
to  the  heart.  To  their  ufual  propenfity  for  intrigue  at  foreign 
courts,  and  their  national  enmity  againft  England,  the  emigrants 
have  now  the  additional  fpur  of  doing  fomething  that  may  re- 
commend them  to  the  notice  of  their  country.  The  Travels  of 
Le  Due  de  Rochefaucault  Liancourt  through  the  American  ftates, 
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furnim  a  {triking  inftance  of  this  obfervation.  The  fentiments 
of  this  nobleman,  openly  avowed  when  it  no  longer  ferved 
his  purpofe  to  conceal  them,  may  be  confidered  as  thofe  of  a 
very  great  number  of  the  French  emigrants ;  and  it  is  lefs 
a  fubject  of  wonder  that  fuch  mould  be  their  fentiments,  than 
that  men  mould  be  credulous  enough  to  think  them  otherwife. 
In  the  publication  of  Liancourt,  we  perceive  the  national  anti- 
pathy burft  forth  in  almoft  every  page,  amidft  an  apparent  in- 
clination, on  the  part  of  the  individual,  to  be  grateful  for  ac- 
knowledged benefits  and  multiplied  civilities.  But  it  is  evident 
that  his  feelings  of  abhorrence  for  the  crimes  of  the  French 
revolution  are  not  more  ftrong  than  thofe  of  envy  and  hatred 
at  the  fuccefTes  and  profperity  of  the  Britifh  nation.  One  paf- 
fage,  in  the  noble  author,  is  fo  remarkable,  that  I  am  tempted 
to  extract  it. 

"  Je  fuis  embarraffe  de  me  rendre  compte  a.  moi-meme  des 
"  differens  fentiments  qui  m'opprimaient  et  m'empechaient  de 
"  me  livrer  entitlement  a  la  reconnaiffance  et  a  la  douceur  qui 
"  en  refulte.  J'aime  les  Anglais  plus  peut-etre  qu'aucun  Fran- 
"  cais  ne  les  aime ;  j'en  ai  toujours  ete  tres-bien  traite  ;  j'ai 
"  des  amis  parmi  eux ;  je  reconnais  a  ce  peuple  beaucoup  de 
"  grandes  qualites  et  de  talens.  Je  hais  les  crimes  infames 
"  dont  la  revolution  Francaife  a  e'te  fouille',  que  m'ont  d'ailleurs 
"  enleve  des  objets  cheris  a  mon  affedion  et  a  mon  eftime  j 
"  je  fuis  banni  de  France,  mes  biens  font  confifque's  ;  je  fuis 
"  traite  par  le  gouvernement  de  mon  pays  comme  fi  j'etais  un 
"  criminel  ou  un  mauvais  citoyen ;  fe'pare  de  tout  ce  qui 
"  m'eft  cher,  Roberfpierre  et  les  autres  brigands  par  qui  ma 
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"  nation  s'eft  laiflee  tyrannifer,  m'ont  rendu  exceflivement 
"  malheureux,  et  mes  malheurs  font  loin  de  finir:  he  bien! 
"  ce  fentiment  de  la  patrie,  ce  fentiment  adjourd'hui  fi  pe'nible, 
"  fi  contradictoire  avec  ma  pofition,  domine  tous  les  autres  et 
"  vient  me  pourfuivre  ici  plus  que  jamais.  Le  Pavilion  Anglais 
"  fous  lequel  je  navigue,  fur  des  lacs  ou  a  fi  long-tems  flotte 
"  le  Pavilion  Francais ;  ces  forts,  ces  canons  enleves  a  notre 
"  puifTance,  ce  temoignage  perpetuellement  fous  mes  yeux  de 
"  notre  ancienne  faibleffe,  et  de  nos  adverfite's,  me  genent, 
w  m'accablent,  et  me  donnent  un  exces  d'embarras,  de  honte,  que 
"  je  ne  puis  trop  bien  de'meler,  et  moins  encore  definir. — Les 
"  fucce's  que  le  Lord  Howe  a  eus  l'anne'e  derniere,  dont  les 
"  Anglais  parlent  d'autant  plus  librement  devant  nous,  qu'ils 
"  croient  notre  caufe  attachee  a.  la  leur  ;  cetteavidite  d'annoncer 
"  de  nouvelles  defaites  des  Francais,  d'y  croire,  et  d'ofer  nous 
"  en  complimenter,  en  nous  aflurant  que  nous  rentrerons  dans 
"  nos  proprietes  par  les  efforts  Britanniques ;  tous  ces  fujets 
"  habituels  d'une  converfation  dans  laquelle  l'intention  de  mes 
"  hotes  femble  toujours  bonne,  ont  quelque  chofe  d'autant  plus 
"  pe'nible,  qu'il  faut  cacher  fa  penfe'e  dans  le  filence  ;  qu'en  la 
"  difant,  on  pafferait  pour  un  fot  aux  yeux  du  tres-petit  nom- 
M  bre  par  qui  on  ne  ferait  pas  juge  un  Jacobin,  un  Roberfpierre, 
"  et  qu'on  en  eft  pour  ainfi  dire  embarrafle  avec  foi-meme.  Et 
"  cependant,  il  eft  en  moi,  il  eft  profondement  en  moi  de 
"  prefe'rer  de  garder  toute  ma  vie  mon  e'tat  de  banni,  de  pauvre 
tl  diable,  a  me  voir  rappeler  dans  mon  pays  et  dans  mes  biens 
"  par  Tinfluence  des  puiffances  etrangeres  et  par  l'orgueil 
"  Anglais.  Je  n'entends  pas  parler  d'une  defaite  des  troupes 
fc<  Francaifes  fans  une  grand  peine,  de  leur  fucces  fans  un  fenti- 
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"  ment  d'amour-propre  fatisfait  que  je  ne  cherclie  pas  toujours 
"  aflez  a  cacher." — "  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the  contend- 
"  ing  fentiments  which  have  grievoufly  oppreffed  me,  and  pre- 
"  vented  me  from  yielding  myfelf  entirely  to  the  feelings  of 
"  gratitude,  and  to  that  pleafing  ftate  of  mind  which  ever  at- 
**  tends  them.    I  love  the  Englifli  more,  perhaps,  than  any 
"  Frenchman  does  ;  I  have  always  been  extremely  well  treated 
**  by  them ;  I  have  friends  among  them  j  I  acknowledge  they 
"  poffefs  many  great  qualities  as  well  as  talents.    I  abhor  the 
"  infamous  crimes  which  have  ftained  the  French  revolution, 
*  which  have  torn  from  me  the  deareft  objects  of  my  affections 
**  and  efteem ;  I  am  banifhed  from  France ;  my  property  is 
"  confifcated  ;  I  am  treated  by  my  own  government  as  if  I 
"  were  a  criminal  or  a  bad  citizen ;  feparated  from  every  thing 
"  I  hold  dear,  Roberfpierre  and  the  other  brigands,  to  whofe 
"  tyranny  'my  country  has  fubmitted,  have  rendered  me  ex- 
"  tremely  miferable,  and  my  mifery  is  far  from  being  at  an 
"  end-,  but  yet,  this  feeling  for  one's  country,  a  feeling  at 
"  prefent  fo  painful,  fo  much  at  variance  with  my  condition, 
"  ftill  triumphs  over  all  others,  and  purfues  me  here  more 
"  powerfully  than  ever.    This  Englifli  flag  under  which  I  fail, 
"  upon  lakes  where  the  French  flag  has  fo  long  been  flying ; 
"  thefe  forts,  thefe  cannon  taken  from  us,  this  proof,  perpe- 
"  tually  under  my  eyes,  of  our  former  weaknefs  and  ill  fuccefs, 
"  difturb,  overwhelm,  and  fill  me  with  a  confufion  and  (hame, 
"  which  I  can  neither  well  diftinguim  nor  define.    The  fuccefTes 
"  of  Lord  Howe  laft  year,  of  which  the  Englifli  talk  with 
"  the  greater  freedom  before  us,  as  they  confider  our  caufe  aN 
"  tached  to  theirs ;  that  avidity  to  announce  frefh  defeats  of 
vol.  IK  c  "  the 
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"  the  French,  to  give  credit  to  them,  and  to  dare  to  congratu- 
"  late  us  on  fuch  occafions,  by  afluring  us  that  we  mall  be 
"  reftored  to  our  pofleffions   through  Britifti   exertions — all 
"  thefe  fubje&s,  the  conftant  theme  of  converfation,  in  which 
*'  the  intention  of  my  hofts  always  appear  to  be  good,  are  ftill 
"  more  painful  to  me,  as  prudence  requires  me  to  conceal  my 
"  thoughts,  for,  in  avowing  them,  one  would  certainly  be 
"  confidered  as  a  fool  in  the  eyes  of  the  very  few  who  might 
"  not  think  one  a  Jacobin,  a  Roberfpierre ;  and  thus  is  a  man 
u  perplexed  with  himfelf.    And  yet,  it  is  within  me,  moft 
"  deeply  rooted  within  me,  to  prefer,  through  my  whole  life, 
"  this  ftate  of  banifhment,  of  a  forlorn  outcaft,  rather  than  owe 
"  my  reftoration  to  my  country  and  my  property  to  the  in- 
"  fluence  of  foreign  powers,  and  to  Englifti  pride.    I  never 
"  hear  of  a  defeat  of  the  French  without  great  diftrefs,  nor  of 
"  their  fuccefs  without  an  emotion  of  felf-love,  which  I  am 
"  not  always  fufficiently  careful  to  conceal." 

The  fentiments  contained  in  this  paflage  are  fuch  as  numbers  of 
the  emigrants,  by  their  conduct,  have  fliewn  to  be  congenial  with 
their  own  ;  and  fuch  as  ought  to  convince  us  how  little  gratitude 
they  really  feel  for  the  protection  and  fupport  they  have  received 
from  Englifh  generofity ;  and  that  neither  the  miferies  nor  the  in- 
juftice  they  have  fuffered  from  their  own  country  can  ever  make 
them  forget  for  a  moment  their  national  enmity.  To  expect 
that  they  mould  for  ever  abandon  their  country  would  be  a  fen- 
timent  equally  illiberal  on  the  other  fide.  It  would  have  been 
well,  indeed,  for  themfelves,  and  better  for  England,  that  the 
whole  body  of  the  emigrants  had  returned  to  France.    As  to 
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thofe  few  malignant  and  unchriftian  priefts  who  have  dared, 
in  their  prayers,  to  invoke  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  on.  the 
hand  that  faved  them  from  afiaffinatio,  and  lifted  bread  to 
their  mouths  when,  other  wife,  they  muft  have  been  famifhed, 
thefe  mifcreants  have  fo  far  degraded  themfelves  below  the  com- 
mon level  of  humanity,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine  whether 
they  are  more  deferving  of  pity  or  contempt. 

In  all  their  purfuits  abroad  the  French  are  indefatigable.  In 
India  they  have  tranflated  the  enlightened  doctrines  of  the 
Rights  of  Man  into  the  language  of  fome  of  the  country 
powers ;  they  converted  the  late  Tippoo  Sultaun  into  a  citizen 
of  the  world  ;  and  eftabliflied  a  Jacobin  club  in  the  very  centre 
of  Seringapatam.  In  Hydrabad  they  had  proceeded  to  greater 
lengths.  We  find  them  in  the  Birman  Empire,  labouring  to 
undermine  the  Britifh  character,  and  to  infinuate  themfelves 
into  the  favour  of  the  court  by  their  fervices.  In  Cochin* 
China  they  have  been  ftill  more  induftrious.  They  have  tranf- 
lated the  Encyclopedic  des  connaijfanccs  humaines  into  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country ;  they  have  inftrudted  the  people  to 
build  fhips  of  war,  and  they  have  trained  their  foldiers  to  the 
ufe  of  artillery.  So  great  a  favourite  was  the  late  titular  bifhop 
of  Adran  with  the  king  of  Cochin-China  that,  on  his  death, 
after  his  brother  mhTionaries  had  interred  his  remains  according 
to  the  rites  of  the  Romifli  church,  he  ordered  the  body  to  be 
taken  up  and  again  buried  with  all  the  ceremonies  and  funeral 
pomp  of  the  Cochin-Chinefe  religion,  as  the  greateft  honour  he 
could  beftow  on  his  memory  :  nor  could  all  the  expostulations, 
or  the  entreaties,  of  the  miffionaries,  who  were  fcandalized  at 
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fuch  unhallowed  proceedings,  prevail  upon  the  king  to  forego 
this  teftimony  of  his  great  veneration.  It  is  even  faid,  and 
believed,  that  they  have  urged  the  monarch  of  this  country  to 
throw  off  his  vaffalage  to  the  emperor  of  China,  which,  if  it 
be  true,  cannot  fail  of  producing  a  war  that  may  either  prove 
fatal  to  our  trade  at  Canton,  or  be  turned  greatly  to  our  ad- 
vantage ;  for,  if  the  Chinefe  mould  difcover  Europeans  acting 
againft  them,  little  folicitous  as  they  really  are  with  regard  to 
foreign  trade,  they  might  be  induced  to  fhut  their  ports  againft 
us  ;  or,  abhorring,  as  they  do,  French  principles,  and  afraid  left 
they  mould  get  pofTefiion  of  fome  country,  at  no  great  diftance 
from  their  empire,  they  might,  perhaps,  by  proper  management, 
be  inclined  to  court  the  alliance  and  protection  of  England. 

It  has  been  mentioned,  indeed,  but  with  what  degree  of 
truth  I  do  not  pretend  to  fay,  that  the  Viceroy  of  Canton  has 
lately  hinted  it  would  by  no  means  be  difagreeable  to  the  Chi- 
nefe government  to  fee  the  Englifh  in  pofTefiion  of  Macao, 
inftead  of  the  Portuguefe,  whom  they  do  not  confider  as 
able  to  defend  this  fmall  neck  of  a  large  ifland  againft  any 
attack  the  French  might  be  difpofed  to  make   upon  it.  If 
the  fact  be  fo,  and  the  Court  of  Directors  cannot  but  have  long 
known  it,  it  is  prefumed  that  they  have  loft  not  a  moment  in 
negotiating  with  Portugal  for  this  pofTefiion,  which  is  only  a 
fmall  peninfular  promontory  of  no  ufe  nor  benefit  whatever  to 
that  kingdom,  but  of  infinite  importance  to  ours.    The  French 
know  the  value  of  our  trade  to  China  as  well  as  we  do,  and 
will  let  flip  no  opportunity  of  embroiling  us  with  the  Chinefe, 
either  by  direct  or  indirect  means.    A  Monfieur  Perron,  more 
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than  twelve  months  ago,  in  the  capacity  of  commifTary  of 
commerce,  has  hoifted  the  French  flag  at  Canton.  Even  here, 
before  the  revolution,  the  French  had  greatly  the  advantage 
over  us  by  retaining  in  their  employ  an  agent,  a  fon  of  the 
learned  Monfieur  de  Guignes,  who  underftood  the  Chinefe 
language,  whilft,  on  every  occafion,  the  Englifh  were  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  Hong  merchants  to  act  as  interpreters, 
the  very  men  who  were  moft  interefted  in  counteracting  their 
views.  Happily,  however,  at  this  critical  moment,  the  Englifh 
Eaft  India  Company  poflefs  the  means  of  communicating  di- 
rectly, and  in  the  language  of  the  country,  with  the  Chinefe 
government,  through  a  gentleman  in  their  employ,  whofe  ex- 
traordinary talents  and  engaging  manners,  added  to  his  ftation 
in  fociety,  cannot  fail  to  be  productive  of  incalculable  fervice 
to  their  important  concerns  with  this  nation.  In  a  word,  there 
is  fcarcely  a  part  of  the  globe  where  Frenchmen  may  not  be 
found,  employing  their  talents,  and  their  time,  in  gaining  fucti 
information,  or  making  fuch  connections,  as  may  be  ufeful  or 
agreeable  to  their  government  at  home. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that,  from  the  labours  of  fuch  perfons, 
much  information  of  foreign  countries  has  been  communicated 
to  the  world.  In  this  refpedr,  the  French  have  contributed  as 
much  as,  and  perhaps  more  than,  any  other  nation.  But  the 
Dutch  and  Portuguefe,  partly  from  the  effect  of  a  narrow  po- 
licy, and  partly,  perhaps,  from  the  weaknefs  of  intellectual 
powers,  owing  to  a  defective  education,  have  rather  impeded, 
than  promoted,  any  information  relative  to  their  colonies. 
The  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  however,  forms  an  exception  from 
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this  remark  ;  for  although  the  Dutch  themfelves  have  not  fur- 
nifhed  much  intelligence  reflecting  the  fouthern  promontory  of 
Africa,  foreigners  were  feldom  refufed  permiffion  to  vifit  the 
interior  parts  of  the  fettlement.    French,  Swedes,  and  Englifh 
have  publifhed  accounts,  and  fome  of  them  voluminous,  of  this 
colony ;  yet,  at  the  capture,  fingular  as  it  may  appear,  we 
were  entirely  ignorant  of  all  the  points  that  were  moft  material 
to  be  known.    There  was  not  a  furvey  of  one  of  the  bays  that 
could  be  depended  on,  except  one  of  Table  Bay,  made  by  order 
of  governor  Van  de  Graaf ;  not  a  fingle  map  that  took  in  one 
tenth  part  of  the  colony.    Neither  the  direction  nor  the  diflance 
of  Graaf  Reynet  were  known  to  any  of  the  inhabitants.    It  was 
called  a  month's  journey,  or  fo  many  hundred  hours,  with  an 
ox  waggon  ;  but  whether  it  was  five  hundred  or  a  thoufand 
miles  was  uncertain.    That  enlightened  officer  Sir  James  Craig 
roughly  calculated  it  at  eight  hundred  miles ;  which  is  three 
hundred  miles  more  than  it  actually  is.    He  obferved  that  he 
once  had  received  a  difpatch  from  thence  in  fixteen  days,  but 
that  the  journey  had  been  done  in  thirteen.    Before  we  left 
the  Cape,  the  Englifh  officers  Tand  Englifh  dragoons,  performed 
the  journey  in  feven  days,  and  fometimes  in  fix  j  feldom  ufing 
more  than  two  horfes  upon  the  road.    It  was  pretended  that 
the  three  country  diftricts  could  raife  a  militia  of  cavalry  to 
the  amount  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thoufand  men ;  whereas 
the  fact  is,  there  are  little  more  than  twenty  thoufand  white 
inhabitants,  men,  women,  and  children,  in  the  whole  fettle- 
ment.    The  country  was  fuppofed  to  be  fo  productive  of 
grain,  that  a  Cargo  of  wheat  was  fent  to  England  out  of  the 
quantity  found  in  flore  at  the  capture  ;  the  following  year  there 

was 


SOUTHERN  AFRICA.  ij 

was  a  famine  j  and  a  very  ferious  fcarcity  has  twice  happened 
during  the  fhort  period  of  our  pofleflion. 

The  earlieft  authors,  who  have  written  on  the  fubject  of  the 
Cape,  are  Tacbard,  Merklin^  and  Valentyn^  none  of  whom  were 
a  day's  journey  from  the  town,  and,  confequently,  muft  have 
drawn  up  their  relations  from  what  they  could  collect  from  the 
inhabitants;  which  experience  has  found  to  be  neither  import- 
ant nor  correct.    The  fame  remark  will  nearly  apply  to  the 
work  of  Kolbey  who,  although  profelfedly  fent  out  in  the  cha- 
racter of  a  naturalift,  has  defcribed  fubjects  that  he  never  faw ; 
retailed  idle  ftories  of  the  peafantry  that  betray  his  great  cre- 
dulity and  imbecility  of  mind ;  and  filled  his  book  with  rela- 
tions that  are  calculated  to  miflead  rather  than  inform.  The 
Abbe  de  la  Caille  had  no  opportunity  of  collecting  general  in- 
formation, being  principally  employed  in  the  arduous  under- 
taking of  meafuring  a  bafe  line,  of  thirty-eight  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  two  feet,  in  order  to  determine  the  length  of  a 
degree  on  the  meridian  ;  and  in  afcertaining  the  fituations  of 
the  principal  fixed  ftars  in  the  fouthern  hemifphere.    His  ac- 
count of  the  Cape  is,  therefore,  very  imperfect.  Sparrmann% 
the  Swede,  followed  next,  and,  by  his  indefatigable  labours, 
fupplied  a  very  extenfive  and  fatisfactory  account  of  the  natural 
produ£tions,  efpecially  in  the  animal  kingdom,  of  thofe  parts 
of  the  fettlement  over  which  he  travelled ;  but  he  was  credu- 
lous enough  to  repeat  many  of  the  abfurd  ftories  told  of  the 
Hottentots  by  his  predeceflbr  Kolbe,  with  the  addition  of  others 
collected  from  the  ignorant  boors.    His  map  is  alfo  fo  miferably 
defective,  and  fo  incorrect  in  every  part,  that  he  muft  certainly 
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have  conftructed  it  in  his  clofet  from  recollection,  otherwifc 
errors  of  two  and  even  three  hundred  miles  in  latitude,  as  we 
lhall  prefently  fee,  could  not  have  happened.  Tbunberg,  ano- 
ther Swede,  travelled  a  great  deal  within  the  limits  of  the  co- 
lony, and  made  many  valuable  additions  to  the  difcoveries  of 
Sparrmann  in  the  natural  hifcory  of  the  country ;  yet,  although 
he  defcribes  objects  as  they  prefented  themfelves  before  him, 
and  touches  on  a  variety  of  fubjects,  his  book,  being  made  up 
of  a  collection  of  incomplete  and  unconnected  paragraphs, 
whofe  juxta-pofition  are  fometimes  whimfical  enough,  conveys 
neither  accurate  topography  nor  even  a  general  idea  of  the  co- 
lony. 

The  work  of  our  countryman  Mr.  (now  lieutenant-colonel) 
Patter/on^  is  a  mere  journal  of  occurrences,  with  defcriptions 
of  a  few  fubjects  in  natural  hiftory,  fome  of  which,  at  that 
time,  were  new ;  but  the  information  it  contains,  with  regard 
to  the  extent  and  population  of  the  colony,  the  character  of 
the  fettlers  and  of  the  natives,  is  very  flight;  and  he  has  re- 
publifhed  the  very  defective  map  of  Sparrmann, 

There  are,  alfo,  two  modern  publications  of  travels  made 
by  Dutchmen.  The  one  is  by  Hoppc,  who  attended  an  expe- 
dition that  was  fent  from  the  Cape  to  the  northward,  in  fearch 
of  a  nation  that  were  reported  to  wear  linen  cloathing.  This 
expedition  made  very  little  progrefs  on  account  of  the  want  of 
water,  and  the  failure  of  their  cattle.  The  nation,  in  all  pro- 
bability, was  the  Portugueze  colony  on  the  fouthern  part  of 
Angola ;  or,  perhaps,  fome  feamen  belonging  to  a  whaler  that 
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had  touched  at  Angra  Pequena,  a  fmall  bay  in  latitude  26°  36' 
fouth,  might  have  been  feen  by  the  Damaras,  or  the  Great  Na- 
maquas.    The  other  publication  is  a  Journal  of  Van  Reenen, 
who,  with  fome  of  the  Dutch  peafantry,  proceeded  through 
the  Kaffer  country,  in  fearch  of  the  paflengers  and  crew  of  the 
Grofvenor  that  was  wrecked  on  the  coaft  a  little  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  De  la  Goa  Bay.    This  journal  was  published  by  Cap- 
tain Rlou  in  England,  with  the  addition  of  a  map,  conftru&ed 
from  the  materials  contained  in  the  journal,  and  the  information 
of  a  Dutch  navigator.    It  is  therefore  hardly  necefTary  to  ob- 
ferve  that,  from  fuch  data,  it  could  not  be  otherwife  than  de- 
fective in  raoft  of  the  eflential  points  that  conftitute  the  value 
of  a  fea-chart.    It  is  incorrect  in  the  latitudes  and  longitudes, 
in  the  indentations  of  the  coaft,  and  in  the  fize  and  fhape  of 
the  bays.    A  partial  map  of  the  colony  by  De  la  Rochette  has 
alfo  been  lately  publifhed,  which  is  fo  far  incorrect,  even  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Cape,  that  the  four-and-twenty  rivers  are  made 
to  flow  in  an  oppofite  direction  to  that  which  is  actually  the 
cafe. 

In  fpeaking  of  charts,  it  may  not,  perhaps,  be  confidered  un- 
important to  obferve  in  this  place,  that  the  whole  of  the  coaft 
of  South  Africa,  between  Algoa  or  Zwartkop's  Bay,  and  that 
of  De  la  Goa,  ftretches,  in  reality,  much  farther  to  the  eaftward, 
(making  the  continent  in  this  part  much  wider,)  than  it  is  laid 
down  in  any  of  the  fea-charts  that  have  hitherto  been  publifhed  ; 
by  feveral  degrees  more  eafterly  than  fome  of  them  make  it. 
To  this  circumftance  may,  probably,  have  been  owing  the  lofs 
of  the  Grofvenor  Indiaman,  and  many  other  Ihips  that  have 
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been  wrecked  on  the  Kaffer  coaft  j  and  by  it  may  be  explained 
the  reafon  why  (hips,  coming  from  the  north-eaftward,  almoft 
invariably  fall  in  with  the  land,  to  the  northward  of  Algoa 
Bay,  a  full  degree  or  more  before  they  make  it  by  their  obferv- 
ations  or  reckoning.  Immediately  beyond  Algoa  Bay  the 
coaft,  in  the  charts,  is  ufually  made  to  trend  to  the  north-eaft, 
and  even  to  the  northward  of  this  point,  whereas,  in  reality,  it 
runs  only  eaft-north-eaft  to  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Fifh  River, 
or  Rio  d'Infante,  whofe  latitude  at  this  place,  by  repeated  ob- 
fervations,  I  found  to  be  330  25'  fouth  ;  and  from  hence  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Keilkamma  in  the  Kaffer  country,  the  direc- 
tion continues  pretty  nearly  the  fame ;  after  which,  and  not 
before,  the  coaft  begins  to  trend  more  to  the  northward.  At  the 
mouth  of  this  river  I  had  alfo  an  obfervation  for  the  latitude, 
which  I  found  to  be  330  \  i'  fouth.  The  latitude  of  the  true 
Cape  point  is  340  22'  fouth ;  fo  that,  in  the  diftance  of 
about  fix  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  the  coaft  inclines  to  the 
northward  no  more  than  feventy  miles  from  the  parallel  of  the 
true  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  is  very  far  from  being  the 
cafe  in  any  of  the  fea  or  land-charts  I  have  ever  feen.  It  may 
not  be  amifs  to  fubjoin  the  errors  in  latitude  of  thefe  eaftern 
points,  as  they  appear  in  fome  of  the  charts. 
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With  regard  to  the  laft-mentioned  gentleman,  I  mould  not 
have  noticed  his  map  had  he  not  endeavoured  to  imprefs  the 
world  with  an  idea  of  the  great  pains  that  were  taken  in  col- 
lecting the  materials,  and  of  the  afliftance  he  afterwards  received, 
and  the  attention  that  was  beftowed,  in  putting  them  together. 
And  in  order  to  add  force,  as  he  fuppofes,  to  the  value  of  his 
obfervations,  with  a  pretended  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  humanity 
(pretended  becaufe  he  knew  that  every  line  in  his  chart  was 
falfe),  he  breaks  out  into  the  following  apoftrophe : — "  Had 
"  my  voyage  been  productive  of  no  other  good  than  that  of 
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"  preventing  a  fingle fhipivreck,  I  fhould  have  applauded  myfelf 
M  during  my  whole  life  for  undertaking  it !"  The  fact  is,  he 
has  done  little  more,  in  the  eaftern  part  of  his  map,  than  copy 
from  Sparrmann ;  and  the  whole  to  the  northward  of  Saint 
Helena  Bay  is  a  work  of  fancy.  Two  inftances  will  be  fufficient 
to  fhew  how  very  little  he  is  to  be  trufted.  He  places  Cam- 
deboo,  and  the  beginning  of  the  Snowy  Mountains,  in  the 
latitude  of  about  280  fouth,  inftead  of  320  15"  fouth,  an  error 
of  more  than  290  Engliih  miles  !  And  he  makes  the  Orange 
River  defcend  from  the  northward,  nearly  parallel  to  the  coaft, 
which,  in  facl,  takes  its  rife  near  the  eaftern  coaft,  and  afcends 
towards  the  north-weft.  Meflrs.  Truter  and  Somerville,  who, 
two  years  ago,  penetrated  farther  into  the  interior  of  Southern 
Africa  than  any  Europeans  had  ever  done  before,  calculated 
that  they  crofTed  this  river  in  about  290  c/  fouth,  and  between 
230  and  24*  eaft  of  Greenwich.  I  fkirted  its  banks  from  29°4o/ 
to  30°  15'  fouth,  and  between  the  longitudes  of  250  45'  and 
2 6°  30'  eaft,  which  mews,  as  I  faid  before,  that  its  courfe 
is  north-wefterly.  Monfieur  Le  Vaillant  cannot  be  offended 
at  my  pointing  out  his  miftakes,  as  he  himfelf  has  obferved, 
that  "  a  traveller  ought  to  conceal  nothing  that  may  lead  to 
w  error  in  the  fciences."  Befides,  I  feel  myfelf  called  upon  to 
anfwer  a  charge,  preferred  againft  me  by  Monfieur  Grandpre\ 
the  tranflator  of  my  former  volume,  that  I  have  attempted  to 
invalidate  the  truth  of  Monfieur  Le  Vaillanfs  work,  becaufe  it 
<was  from  the  pen  of  a  Frenchman.  I  can  very  ferioufly 
afiure  Monfieur  Grandpre>  that  he  is  miftaken ;  that  I 
confider  the  work  of  Monfieur  Le  Vaillant  as  replete  with  va- 
luable matter,  and  ingenious  obfervations ;  but  they  are  fo 
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jumbled  together  with  fiction  and  romance,  that  none  but 
thofe  who  have  followed  his  fteps  can  pretend  to  feparate  the 
one  from  the  other.    It  is  of  little  importance  to  mankind  to 
know  what  exquifite  amufement  Monfieur  Le  Vaillant  could 
derive  from  carefling  his  favourite  ape,  or  to  tell  the  world 
that  "  Kees  was  ftill  a  virgin !"    It  is  fometimes  allowable  for 
a  traveller  to  be  "  himfelf  the  hero  of  each  little  tale :"  but 
Monfieur  Le  Vaillant  is  an  hero  on  every  occafion.    To  mag- 
nify his  courage  and  his  perfeverance,  to  detail  the  prudence 
of  his  meafures,  and  to  defcribe  in  glowing  language  his  fuffer- 
ings,  were  foothing  to  his  vanity ;  and,  as  mod  readers  know 
how  to  appreciate  them,  the  florid  defcriptions  of  his  compiler 
can  do  little  harm  ;  but  when  he  endeavours  to  miflead  the 
world  on  fubjeds  that  are  important,  and  to  imprefs  falfe  no- 
tions of  the  people  and  the  country  he  pretends  to  delineate, 
he  lays  himfelf  open  to  cenfure,  and  ought,  in  juftice  to  the 
public,  to  be  expofed. 

With  regard  to  his  not  having  crofTed  the  Orange  River, 
I  confider  the  information  of  his  beft  friends,  the  Slabert  fa- 
mily, to  be  decifive ;  "  he  left  Zwartland  in  July,  travelled  to 
"  the  Orange  River,  and  returned  in  the  beginning  of  the 
"  following  December."  I  may  furely  then  be  allowed  to  pro- 
nounce this  part  of  his  chart  as  a  work  of  fancy,  and  his  Kara- 
quas,  KabobiquaS)  and  Hoofnanas^  as  "  creatures  of  the  brain.'* 
By  the  firft  he  probably  meant  the  Koras,  a  tribe  of  Hottentots 
dwelling  on  the  banks  of  the  faid  river,  confiderably  higher  than 
the  place  where  he  vifited  it ;  and  of  whom  he  might  have  ob- 
tained fome  account  from  the  Namaaquas ;  and  his  Hoofuanas 
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might,  perhaps-,  be  intended  for  the  Boofhuanas^  whom  the 
two  above-mentioned  gentlemen  vifited  two  years  ago  ;  inftead, 
however,  of  the  Pigmy  Hottentots,  which  the  fir  ft  are  repre- 
fented  to  be,  the  latter  were  found  to  be  a  tall  athletic  race  of 
Kaffers.  Thefe  gentlemen,  on  comparing  Monfieur  Le  Vail- 
latifs  book  with  the  country,  and  the  natives  beyond  the 
Orange  River,  were  decidedly  of  opinion  that,  fo  far  from  ad- 
vancing to  the  Tropic,  he  had  never  crofled  the  faid  river.  But 
enough  of  Monfieur  Le  Vaillant.  As  to  a  work  lately  publiflied 
under  the  name  of  Dambergher,  it  would  be  an  infult  to  the 
underftanding  of  the  public,  to  fuppofe  that  fo  grofs  and  clumfy 
an  impofition  could  for  a  moment  pafs  detection. 

Having  thus  noticed  fome  of  the  defects  and  omiflions  in 
the  works  of  the  moft  efteemed  authors  who  have  written  on 
the  Cape,  I  (hall  beg  leave  to  fay  a  word  with  refpect  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  chart,  prefixed  to  the  former  volume  of 
this  work,  was  conftructed. 

The  geographical  knowledge  of  the  colony  being  fo  very  im- 
perfect, and  only  two  partial  maps  in  exiftence  that  could  at  all 
be  depended  on ;  one,  that  of  De  la  Rochette  already  noticed ; 
the  other,  a  furvey  on  a  very  large  fcale,  having  all  the  farms 
marked  down  from  Zwellendam  to  Algoa  Bay,  and  from  the 
firft  chain  of  mountains  to  the  fea-coaft,  comprehending,  how- 
ever, only  a  fmall  portion  of  Zwellendam,  Lord  Macartney, 
in  the  instructions  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  him,  en- 
joined me  to  pay  a  particular  attention  to  this  important  fub- 
ject.  I  furniuhed  myfelf,  accordingly,  with  a  fextant  of  fix  in- 
ches 
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ches  radius,  by  Ramfden  ;  an  artificial  horizon  j  a  good  pocket 
chronometer  ;  a  pocket  compafs  ;  and  a  meafuring  chain.  Hav- 
ing been  able,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days,  to  afcertain  pretty 
nearly  the  ufual  rate  of  travelling  with  waggons  drawn  by  oxen, 
I  carefully  noted  down  the  time  employed  from  one  halting 
place  to  another,  with  the  direction  of  the  road,  as  pointed  out 
by  the  compafs. 

The  uniform  pace  of  the  oxen,  the  level  furface  of  the  great 
Karroo  or  defert,  and  the  ftraightnefs  of  the  road,  were  data 
that  might  alone  have  fupplied  a  (ketch  of  tolerable  exactnefs ; 
but,  in  order  to  afcertain  any  little  deviation  that  might  have 
been  made,  either  to  the  northward  or  the  fouthward,  a  meri- 
dional altitude  of  the  Sun  was  regularly  taken  every  day,  the 
conftant  clearnefs  of  the  weather  being  favourable  for  fuch  ob- 
fervations.  A  feries  of  latitudes  thus  obtained,  at  intervals  of 
about  twenty  miles  of  diftance,  fupplied  a  corre&ion  by  which 
the  route  might  be  reduced  to  a  great  degree  of  certainty. 

The  ftations  or  refting-places  of  each  day  being  verified  by 
thefe  means,  I  then  took  the  bearings,  and  made  interfe&ions, 
of  any  remarkable  point  in  the  diftant  mountains,  as  long  as  it 
could  be  feen,  for- the  purpofe  of  determining  its  pofition  upon 
the  chart.  The  uninterrupted  lines,  in  which  the  chains  of 
mountains  generally  run  on  the  fouth  part  of  the  continent  of 
Africa,  are  particularly  favourable  for  laying  down  a  fketch 
of  the  country,  without  going  through  the  detail  of  a  regular 
furvey. 
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Having  proceeded,  in  this  manner,  to  mark  down  the  route 
and  the  chains  of  mountains  on  each  fide  of  it,  as  far  as  the 
drofdy  of  Graaf  Reynet,  and  from  thence  to  the  fea-coaft  at 
Algoa  Bay,  I  here  joined  Lieutenant  Rice  of  the  navy,  an  able 
and  intelligent  navigator,  who  had  been  fent  in  his  Majefty's 
brig  the  Hope,  under  the  inftructions  of  Rear- Admiral  Pringle, 
to  make  a  furvey  of  this  bay,  and  of  the  coaft  and  bays  from 
hence  to  the  Cape.  Here  we  made  repeated  obfervations  for  the 
latitude,  but  had  no  opportunity,  during  our  ftay,  of  taking 
the  angular  diftance  cf  the  Sun  and  Moon,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine the  longitude.  I  therefore  retained  the  longitude  arifing 
from  the  data  I  procured  in  the  manner  already  mentioned, 
although  it  differed  a  little  from  Mr.  Rice's,  being  about  a  de- 
gree more  eafterly.  His  longitude  was  the  refult  of  the  log- 
reckoning  ;  but  as  the  currents  that,  at  all  feafons  of  the  year, 
are  found  to  fet  in  one  direction  or  another  upon  the  Bank  of 
L'Aguillas,  render  the  log-reckoning  very  uncertain ;  and,  as 
the  refult  of  obfervations,  afterwards  made,  gave  about  the 
mean  longitude  between  ours,  it  did  not  appear  important  to 
make  any  change  in  the  chart.  I  was  moreover  induced  to 
retain  the  longitude,  brought  out  by  computation  of  the  diftance 
and  direction  travelled,  on  perceiving  that  it  differed  not  half 
a  degree  with  that  of  Algoa  Bay,  as  laid  down  in  the  excellent 
chart  of  the  Bank  L'Aguillas,  publifhed  by  Major  Rennell. 

A  difagreement,  however,  will  be  found  in  fome  of  the  lon- 
gitudes, as  given  in  the  text,  and  thofe  marked  in  the  chart, 
for  the  knowledge  of  which  I  am  indebted  to  the  writers  of 
trre  Critical  Review.    This  difference,  which  is  not  material, 
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muft  have  arifen,  I  fuppofe,  from  adopting,  in  the  manufcript, 
the  longitudes  of  Mr.  Rice  after  the  chart  had  been  finiftied 
and  fent  to  England,  on  the  return  of  the  Earl  of  Macartney ; 
whereas,  the  manufcript  was  not  tranfmitted  for  publication  till 
twelve  months  afterwards.  For  I  obferve  that  the  bays,  on  the 
fouth  coaft  of  the  chart,  are  a  little  more  eafterly  than  they  are 
faid  to  be  in  the  text ;  but  in  all  the  other  parts,  except  the 
bays,  the  one  exactly  correfponds  with  the  other. 

That  the  relative  fituations  of  the  feveral  parts  of  the  chart  are 
correct,  or  pretty  nearly  fo,  I  can  venture  to  pronounce,  as  no  pains 
were  fpared,  nor  precautions  neglected,  to  make  it  as  complete  as 
the  means  I  employed  would  admit ;  I  have,  indeed,  received  the 
flattering  teftimony  of  Brigadier  (now  Major-General)  Vandeleur 
who,  after  travelling  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Great 
Fifh.  River,  and  from  thence  to  Graaf  Reyner,  with  a  copy  of 
the  chart  in  his  hand,  and  a  good  perambulator,  obferves,  that 
he  had  not  been  able  to  difcover  an  error  amounting  to  ten 
miles  in  any  part  of  the  country  over  which  he  had  paffed.  It 
may  be  right  to  mention,  however,  that  I  cannot  be  very  cer- 
tain as  to  the  fea-coaft  between  Saint  Helena  Bay  and  the 
Khamielberg,  as  I  could  only  obtain  a  fight  of  that  coaft  from 
thefe  two  points ;  but  the  error  cannot  be  confiderable,  nor  of 
much  importance,  as  charts  of  this  defcription  are  not  ufed  for 
nautical  purpofes.    The  great  object  was  to  afcertain  the  extent 
of  the  fettlement ;  the  natural  productions  it  afforded ;  and 
the  relative  pofition  of  its  boundaries  to  the  neighbouring  tribes 
of  natives ;  points,  important  as  they  were,  that  had  hitherto 
not  been  determined. 
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The  imperfect  and  partial  accounts  that  have  been  given  of 
the  Cape  may,  in  fome  meafure,  explain  the  jarring  and  con- 
tradictory opinions  that  have  been  held  with  regard  to  its  im- 
portance, as  connected  with  our  Indian  trade  and  fettlements, 
and  as  a  territorial  acquifition.  This  remarkable  promontory, 
the  doubling  of  which  formed  a  new  aera  in  the  annals  of  na- 
vigation, and  on  that  account  alone  ought  to  be  well  known, 
has  been  varioufly  reprefented.  Whilft  fome  have  held  it  out 
as  a  terreftrial  paradife,  where  nature  fpontaneoufly  yielded  all 
that  was  neeeflary,  not  only  for  the  fupply  of  the  ordinary 
wants  and  conveniences,  but  alfo  of  the  luxuries  and  fuperflui- 
ties  of  life ;  others  have  defcribed  it  as  a  barren  peninfular 
promontory,  connected  by  a  fandy  ifthmus  to  a  ftill  more  barren 
continent. 

In  this  inftance,  as  in  mod  cafes,  we  may,  perhaps,  difcover 
the  truth  to  lie  in  the  middle.    It  offers  nothing  very  peculiar, 
either  in  the  productive  quality  of  the  foil,  or  in  its  fterility. 
Where  there  is  moifture  the  warmth  of  the  climate  promotes 
vegetation,  without  the  preparation  of  an  artificial  foil  by  the 
aid  of  comports  or  manures  ;  hence,  one  crop  of  grain  in  the 
year  may  be  procured  from  the  fhalloweft  foil  and  even  in 
meer  fand.    But,  unfortunately  for  the  country,  in  the  hotteft 
months  of  the  year,  from  the  beginning  of  December  to  the 
end  of  March,  and  fometimes  to  the  middle  of  April,  there 
fcarcely  falls  a  fingle  mower  of  rain.    In  thefe  months,  the 
verdure  totally  difappears  j  and  the  whole  furface  of  the  country 
prefents  to  the  eye  either  large  tracts  of  white  fand  dotted  with 
fhrivelled  heaths  and  other  fhrubs,  ftruggling  as  it  were  to 
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maintain  the  living  principle,  or  regions  covered  with  that 
brown  fickly  hue  in  which  an  angry  poet,  with  more  wit  than 
juftice,  has  dreffed  the  furface  of  that  part  of  our  ifland  to  the 
northward  of  the  Tweed  : 

"  Far  as  the  eye  could  reach  no  tree  was  feen, 
"  Earth  clad  in  ruffet,  fcorn'd  the  lively  green." 

To  perfons  arriving  from  a  long  fea  voyage,  and  immediately 
meeting  with  moft  of  the  European,  and  fome  of  the  tropical, 
fruits,  the  Cape  muft,  no  doubt,  appear  a  moft  delightful  fpot  j  and 
fuch  perfons,  making  a  fhort  ftay,  and  loaded  with  refrefhments 
for  the  fucceeding  part  of  their  voyage,  are  apt  to  extol  and  to 
exaggerate  the  pleafantnefs  and  the  value  of  the  country.  Bo- 
tanifts,  alfo,  and  florifts,  are  fo  taken  up  with  the  beauty,  and 
vaft  variety,  of  flowering  fhrubs  and  bulbous  rooted  plants, 
that  they  are  apt  to  overlook  the  fandy  furface  out  of  which 
they  grow,  entirely  bare  of  any  kind  of  grafs,  and  deftitute  of 
that  verdant  turf  which  is  fo  diftinguifhing  a  feature  of  our 
happy  ifland.  Beautiful  as  the  heaths  of  the  Cape  moft  un- 
queftionably  are,  yet  thofe  who  have  been  accuftomed  to  look 
at  them  nurtured  in  the  green-houfes  of  England,  where  all  or 
moft  of  the  numerous  fpecies,  and  variety  of  the  fpecies,  are 
colle&ed  into  one  groupe,  and  arranged  fo  as  to  convey  the 
moft  ftriking  effect,  would  be  greatly  difappointed  if  they  ex- 
pected to  meet  with  them,  in  the  fame  ftate  of  perfection,  in 
their  native  foil.  They  would  here  behold  whole  tracts  of 
country  covered,  in  the  fame  manner  as  our  heath  lands,  with 
one  or  two  fpecies,  mattered  and  jagged  by  the  force  of  the 
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winds,  fhrivelled  by  the  drought,  or  flubbed  by  the  cattle. 
Even  in  the  boggy  grounds,  where  they  grow  to  a  fize  of  which 
no  idea  can  be  formed  from  feeing  the  fame  fpecies  in  England, 
they  are  neither  fo  elegant  in  their  habit,  nor  flower  fo  freely, 
as  in  their  cultivated  ftate. 

Thofe  tracts,  however,  on  which  the  fhrubby  plants  are 
found,  barren  as  they  are,  may  be  confidered  among  the  beft 
that  the  fettlement  affords;  the  mountains  generally  exhibit 
maffes  of  naked  rock ;  and  the  Karroo  deferts  are  wide  ex- 
panded beds  of  compact  clay  tinged  with  iron,  and  mixed  with 
pebbles  of  quartz  and  comminuted  fand-ftone.    A  piece  of 
Karroo  earth  is  not  unlike,  in  appearance,  to  that  of  puzzoli, 
but  entirely  different  in  its  nature,  water  which  renders  the 
latter  hard,  converting  the  former  into  a  greafy  marl.    If  thefe 
elevated  plains  were  blefled  with  fhowers,  which  never  happen 
in  the  winter  feafon,  nor  indeed  in  fummer,  unlefs  by  occa- 
fional  thunder  ftorms,  they  would  become  the  moft  fertile 
tracts  of  land  in  the  whole  fettlement.    If,  by  any  accident,  a 
ftream  of  water  has  pafled  over  Karroo  ground,  the  productive 
quality  of  the  foil,  and  the  luxuriancy  of  vegetation,  are  almoft 
incredible.     Experience,  in  fuch  fituations,  has  fliewn,  that, 
without  the  afliftance  of  manure,  or  the  labour  of  fallowing, 
returns  of  corn  have  been  produced  from  fixty  to  eighty  fold. 

The  fcarcity  of  water,  the  reafon  of  which  I  fhall  endeavour 
to  explain  in  the  following  chapter,  is,  in  fact,  the  grand  ob- 
ftacle  to  an  extended  cultivation  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
Wherever  a  ftreamlet  occurs,  a  houfe  is  fure  to  be  erected,  and, 
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were  it  not  for  fuch  rills,  fcarcely  an  efculent  vegetable  would 
be  produced  in  the  fummer  feafon.  The  country,  however, 
is  capable  of  much  improvement.  Inftead  of  the  grounds  being 
entirely  open,  and  equally  expofed  to  the  winds  and  the  Sun, 
trees  and  hedge-rows  might  be  planted  ;  tanks  or  refervoirs  of 
water  formed  ;  wells  dug ;  and  the  running  ftreams  encreafed 
by  opening  their  fources,  and  clearing  out  their  channels* 

It  is  very  remarkable  that  the  fame  people,  who  are  celebrated 
in  Europe  for  their  induftry  and  frugality,  mould  become,  in 
all  their  colonies,  the  molt  indolent  and  prodigal  of  all  other 
nations.  In  the  fine  climate  of  the  Cape  they  engage  in  little 
or  no  manual  labour.  If  a  common  foldier,  having  ferved  out 
his  time,  mould  obtain  his  difcharge,  and,  having  been  brought 
up  to  fome  trade  or  profeffion,  fhould  commence  bufinefs,  the 
moment  he  is  enabled  to  purchafe  a  Have,  he  ceafes  to  work. 
In  Batavia,  the  Dutch  are  ftill  more  indolent ;  even  their  flaves 
are  there  fo  helplefs,  that  were  it  not  for  the  Chinefe  the  Eu- 
ropeans muft  literally  ftarve.  Thefe  induftrious  people  exercife 
all  manner  of  trades  and  handicraft  work,  cultivate  the  ground, 
fupply  the  market  with  vegetables,  with  butcher's  meat,  and 
with  poultry ;  raife  rice,  pepper,  coffee,  and  fugar,  for  confump- 
tion  and  exportation ;  carry  on  the  whole  commerce  of  the  ifland 
both  internal  and  co^ftways ;  act  as  brokers,  factors,  and  inter- 
preters between  the  Dutch  government  and  the  natives  j  farm, 
and  collect,  the  taxes  and  revenues,  both  for  the  former  and  the 
latter;  in  a  word,  they  poffefs  among  themfelves  the  monopoly 
of  the  whole  ifland.  Yet,  ufeful  as  thefe  people  are,  and  indif- 
penfably  neceflary  to  the  Dutch  in  this  fettle ment,  their  num- 
bers 
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bers  are  regarded  with  an  eye  of  jealoufy,  and  their  growing 
wealth  with  that  of  avarice.  It  is  calculated  that  not  fewer 
than  one  hundred  thoufand  Chinefe  refide  within  the  territories 
of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  in  this  ifland,  on  each  of 
whom  it  was  propofed  to  lay  a  capitation  tax  of  five  rix-dollars ; 
which,  impolitic  as  it  may  appear,  is  ftill  better  than  to  put 
them  to  death  in  cold  blood  as  they  did,  on  the  moft  frivolous 
pretext,  about  the  middle  of  the  laft  century,  to  the  amount  of 
many  thoufand  fouls.  Ten  thoufand  Chinefe,  tranfported  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  would  prove  a  more  valuable  gold 
mine  to  the  colony,  than  thofe  which  are  fuppofed  to  exift ; 
but  which  moft  probably  exift  only  in  the  imaginations  of  the 
fettlers. 

It  is  not,  however,  in  the  light  of  a  fettlement,  capable  of 
producing  articles  of  valuable  export  to  the  mother  country,  on 
which  the  real  importance  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  depends. 
Whatever  its  claims  may  be  as  a  territorial  polTeflion,  or  a  com- 
mercial emporium,  in  the  hands  of  other  powers,  England 
ought  to  confider  it  in  no  other  view  than  as  a  poini  of  fecurity 
or  of  annoyance  to  her  poflelTions  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  to  her 
commerce  with  China.  On  this  ground  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
ftate  the  folid  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  Cape,  as  de- 
pendent on  the  crown  of  England  ;  and  the  very  ferious  confe- 
quences  that  may  refult  from  its  remaining  in  the  hands  of  an 
enemy. 

The  firft,  as  being  the  moft  important  confideration,  will  be 
the  advantages  it  pofleiTes  as  a  military  flation  j  after  which,  I 

fhall 
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fliall  attempt  to  point  out  its  value  as  a  port  and  naval  ftation ; 
and,  in  the  laft  place,  as  a  commercial  emporium  and  territorial 
acquifition.    Thefe  confederations  will  lead  me  to  enquire  into 
its  real  intrinfic  value  as  a  colony,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  and  to 
what  extent  it  feems  capable  of  further  improvement.    And,  as 
the  information  on  this  head  is  moft  deficient,  and  opinions 
various  and  contradictory,  it  may  not  be  unacceptable,  and  it 
certainly  is  not  unimportant,  to  draw  up,  from  authentic  docu- 
ments, a  ftatiftical  (ketch  of  the  fetttement,  which  will  enable 
the  reader  to  form  a  competent  judgment  of  its  value,  as  a 
country  capable  of  fupplying  provifions,  at  a  cheap  rate,  for 
the  army  and  navy  ;  of  producing  articles  of  export  for  Europe 
and  America,  in  exchange  for  Britifh  produce  and  manufactures; 
and  as  a  general  depot  or  central  point  for  the  fouthern  whale 
fifhery,  which  has  now  become  fo  great  an  object  of  Britifh 
trade  and  navigation. 

If  any  of  the  hints  thrown  out  in  this  volume  mould  prove 
beneficial  to  my  country,  by  fuggefting  fuch  meafures  as  may 
avert  the  evils  which  now  threaten  our  trade  and  fettlements  in 
the  Eaft,  I  fhall  confider  the  labour  and  application  of  three 
months  not  to  have  been  beftowed  in  vain. 
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CHAP.  II. 
Military  Expedition  to  the  Kaffer  Frontier. 

Occafion  of  this  Expedition. — Affairs  of  Graaf  Reynet.— Gordon's  Bay.— Hottentot 
Holland's  Kloof —Obflinacy  of  the  Colonijls. — Cruelty  to  Animals,  bad  Effecls  of. — 
Palmiet  and  Bott  Rivers.— 'temperature  of  the  Air.  —  The  Shoemaker's  Hovel. — 
Rapid  Vegetation  after  Rain — Plants  firf  appearing. — Sweet  Milk's  Valley — wild 
Animals  there.  —  Efabli/Jjment  of  Hernhuters  or  Moravians— good  Effects  of. — 
Hottentots  difcouraged  by  the  Colonifrs—Sir  James  -Craig's  Teflimony  of- — other 
Miffionaries. — In/lance  of  Zeal  in  Mr.  Kichcrer—Reftclion  thereupon.— Inflance 
of  favage  Cruelty  in  the  Boors — a  Boor  taken  into  Cujlody. — Two  of  our  Dragoons 
lofl  in  a  River. —  Scarcity  of  Water  attempted  to  be  explained  from  the  Nature  and 
Antiquity  of  the  Mountains — Facts  adduced  in  Proof  of  the  Theory. — Cape  Iflhmus 
never  covered  with  the  Sea — Reafons  for  fuch  Conjeclure.—L'  Aguillas  Bank  once 
Part  of  the  Continent. — Antiquity  of  Africa. — Mufcle  Bay—  Chart  and  Defcrip- 
tion  of. — Crofs  Attaquas  Kloof  into  Lange  Kloof. —  Wine — Raifins — Brandy- 
all  of  bad  Quality. — Experiment  for  making  good  Wine. — Appearance  of  Lange 
Kloof — crofs  the  Mountains  to  Plettenberg' s  Bay — Reafon  why  Forefl  Trees  are  more 
abundant  there  than  e/fewhere. — Mr.  Colander's  Account  of  the  Knyfna — and 
furrounding  Country. —  Condition  of  a  Cape  Boor. — Anchor  found  on  Table  Moun- 
tain.—  Plants  near  Plettenberg 's  Bay — and  Animals. — Inflance  of  Ingenuity  in  a 
deaf  and  dumb  Man.  —  Appearance  of  the  Country  between  Camtoos  River  and 
Algoa  Boy. — Engagement  between  La  Preneufc  and  the  Rattlefnake. — Change  of 
Circumflances  favourable  to  the  Boors— rebellious  Boors  feut  to  the  Cape— -tried  by 
the  Court  of  Jujlice  there — Conflitution  of  this  Court — bad  Character  of  undeftrved. 
Bcors plundtred  by  the  Hottentots — jiflif  cation  of  thefe  People — their  cruel  Treat- 
ment by  the  Boors — Examples  cf  in  a  Hottentot  IVoman  and  Child  cut  with  Shambocs 
—  in  a  Boy  with  Iron  Rings  clenched  on  his  Legs — Punifument  of  the  Boer. — Ano- 
ther Inflance  of  the  finguinary  Character  of  the  Bcors — its  Caufe  explained. — People 
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of  Cape  Town. — The  Burgher  and  the  Whale. — Character  and  Mode  of  Life 
— tenacious  of  Rank. — Hottentot  Corps — Character  of  .—-Condition  of  the  Slaves. — 
Imprudence  of  the  Whites. — Adminifllration  of  Jujlice  between  the  Whites  and 
Blacks. — Rencontre  with  the  Kaffer  Chief  Cango. — Comparifon  between  the  Per- 
fons  of  Boors  and  Kaffer s  — Reflection.  —  Food  of  the  Kaffers.— Boofhuanas. — City 
of  Leetakoo. —  Conjecture  of  the  Kaffer  Origin — Extent  of  their  Country — their 
Dogs  not  fubjetl  to  Canine  Madnefs. — Small  Pox  not  endemic  in  South  Africa- 
Origin  of. —  High  Situations  favourable  to  the  Growth  of  Animals.— 'Uncommon 
In/lance  of  Bulk  in  a  Woman— Fate  of  this  haplefs  Creature.— Attack  of  the 
Kaffers  upon  the  Briti/h  Troops — a  wounded  Kaffer  taken. — Rencontre  of  Boors 
and  Hottentots  at  Algoa  Bay. — Kaffers form  the  Britifj  Camp. — Melancholy  Fate 
of  Lieutenant  Chumney  and  ftxteen  Men.— Ill-judged  Conduct  of  the  Boors—  Con~ 
fequences.— Hatred  of  Kaffers  and  Hottentots  againjl  the  Boors— Conduct  of  the 
latter  at  Plettenberg's  Bay. — Horrid  Murder  committed  in  Lange  Klooff.—  Curious 
Articles  of  lnflruttions  propofed  for  the  Boors  in  their  Wars  with  the  Kaffers.— 
Return  to  the  Cape.  — Change  of  Conduct  in  the  Colonifls — reconciled  to  the  Briti/h 
Government — indifferent  as  to  the  Return  of  their  own — little  Rejoicing Jhewn  at 
this  Event  —Reafons  of  it — -final  Evacuation. 

JTROM  the  moment  that  the  departure  of  the  Earl  of 
Macartney  for  England  was  made  known  in  the  diftant 
parts  of  the  colony,  the  ignorant  and  mifguided  boors,  excited 
by  that  party  of  mifchievous,  and  not  lefs  ignorant,  perfons  in 
Cape  Town,  who  had  long  (hewn  themfelves  averfe  to  all  go- 
vernment, feemed  to  think  that  with  his  Lordmip  had  departed 
all  authority  and  the  means  of  bringing  them  to  legal  punilh- 
ment.  Their  reftlefs  and  turbulent  minds,  and,  above  all,  their 
avaricious  and  iniquitous  views  upon  the  harmlefs  Kaffers,  could 
no  longer  brook  reftraint ;  and  they  determined,  at  a  felect 
meeting,  as  one  of  them  obferved  in  a  letter  to  his  friend  at 
the  Cape,  "  Now  that  the  old  Lord  was  gone  away,  to  prove 
"  themfelves  true  patriots." 

vol.  11.  f  The 
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The  firft  ad  of  their  patriotic  fpirit  was  an  attempt  to  take 
by  violence,  out  of  the  hands  of  juftice,  a  criminal  whom  the 
Landroft,  or  chief  magiftrate  of  the  diftrict,  had  forwarded, 
under  the  efcort  of  a  dragoon,  towards  the  Cape.    His  crime, 
which  was  an  act  of  forgery  on  orphan  property,  committed  to 
the  care  of  a  conftituted  board  in  the  Cape  called  the  Weejkammer^ 
or  chamber  for  managing  the  effects  of  minors  and  orphans, 
had    been  fully    proved  againft  him  before  the  provincial 
court  of  judicature;   but  being  one  of  the   patriotic  party, 
and  a  very  diftinguifhed  character  in  all  the  disturbances  that 
had  taken  place  in  this  diftrict,  he  was  confidered  as  too  valuable 
a  fubject  to  be  taken  off  by  a  regular  courfe  of  juftice.  Ac- 
cordingly, about  fourteen  boors,  each  armed  with  an  enormous 
mufquet  ufed  for  killing  elephants  and  other  wild  beafts,  were 
difpatched  upon  the  Karroo,  or  great  defert,  on  the  meritorious 
enterprize  of  reftoring  the  culprit  to  the  fociety  of  which  he 
was  a  member.    The  dragoon,  however,  into  whofe  cuftody  he 
had  been  committed,  thought  proper  to  demur,  and  at  length 
told  them,  in  a  very  refolute  and  fpirited  manner,  that  fooner 
than  furrender  him  into  their  hands,  or  fuffer  him  to  be  taken 
out  of  his,  he  fhould  certainly  blow  out  his  brains.    But  the 
Landroft's  fecretary,  who  had  alfo  been  fent  in  joint  charge  of 
the  prifoner,  no  lefs  frightened  than  the  boors  were  at  the  de- 
termined manner  of  the  dragoon,  prevailed  upon  the  latter,  if 
not  to  relinquifti  the  criminal,  at  leaft  to  convey  him  back  to 
the  drofdy,  and  deliver  him  up  to  the  Landroft ;  to  this  he  re- 
luctantly affented ;  the  courageous  boors  keeping  at  a  proper 
diftance  from  the  waggon. 


Having, 
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Having,  however,  proceeded  thus  far,  without  difplaying 
any  extraordinary  exploits  of  patriotifm,  the  fhame  of  their 
failure  feemed  to  require  that  they  mould  go  a  ftep  farther. 
With  the  afiiftance  of  a  fchoolmafter,  whom  they  found  no 
difficulty  in  perfuading  to  be  of  their  party,  they  iflued  circular 
letters  to  their  brother  boors,  entreating  fuch  as  they  knew  to 
be  well  difpofed  to  acl:  with  them,  and  commanding,  in  a  me- 
nacing tone,  others  whofe  co-operation  was  doubtful,  to  aflem- 
ble  in  arms  without  delay.  Their  firft  movement  was  to  ftation 
themfelves  near  the  ford  of  the  Sunday  River,  juft  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  village ;  and  to  fend  from  thence  to  the  Landroft 
a  threatening  meflage,  that,  unlefs  he  would  comply  with  all 
the  demands  they  were  about  to  make,  they  mould,  in  the  firft 
place,  feize  upon  his  perfon,  and  either  hang  him  before  his 
own  door,  or  deliver  him  over  to  fome  of  the  boors  againft 
whom  he  had,  on  a  former  occafion,  been  the  inftrument  of  ob- 
taining a  decree  of  outlawry,  and  who  were  now  living  with 
the  KafFers.  The  Landroft,  by  means  of  a  few  dragoons  who 
luckily  happened  at  this  time  to  be  ftationed  at  the  drofdy,  for 
the  purpofe  of  forwarding  difpatches  through  the  country,  was 
not  only  enabled  to  hold  this  undifciplined  rabble,  though  ten 
times  the  number  of  his  forces,  at  defiance,  but  alfo  fecretly  to 
convey  to  the  government  at  the  Cape  fpeedy  intelligence  of 
the  rebellious  conduct  of  the  farmers  of  his  diftritt. 

I  have  already  obferved,  in  the  former  volume  of  this  work, 
that  the  diforderly  and  riotous  behaviour  of  the  boors  of  Graaf 
Reynet,  in  infulting  and  driving  away  the  firft  magiftrate, 
and  the  mihifter  of  the  gofpel,  had  determined  General  Sir 
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James  Craig  to  fend  a  military  force  into  the  diftrict,  to  com- 
pel them,  by  martial  law  if  neceffary,  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty; 
which  a  juft  and  indulgent  adminiflration  of  the  colonial  laws 
had  failed  to  do  : — that  this  force  had  actually  marched  to  the 
feet  of  the  firft  range  of  mountains,  where  a  moft  humble  and 
fubmiffive  addrefs  from  the  rebels,  promifing,  in  future,  ob- 
fervance  of  good  order  and  obedience  to  the  laws,  flopped  its 
progrefs  : — that  Lord  Macartney,  thinking  to  conciliate  by  lay- 
ing them  under  obligations,  fuch  as  their  former  government 
never  could  have  done,  but  which  his  Majefty's  inftructions 
enabled  him  to  put  in  practice,  not  only  granted  a  full  pardon 
for  all  their  manifold  offences  and  mifdemeanors,  but  alfo  re- 
mitted them  arrears  of  ground-rent,  due  to  the  treafury,  to  the 
amount  of  two  hundred  thoufand  rix  dollars ;  not  doubting 
that  he  fhould,  at  leaft,  obtain  from  their  gratitude,  what  their 
refllefs  temper,  joined  to  their  extreme  ignorance,  had  hitherto 
feemed  to  have  rendered  almoft  a  moral  impoffibility — refpedt 
for  his  Majefty's  government,  and  obedience  to  their  own 
laws. 

Thefe  gracious  indulgencies,  that  appeared  to  make  fome  im- 
preffion  for  the  moment,  were  however  foon  forgotten,  and  it 
now  became  obvious  that  nothing  fhort  of  a  military  force 
could  keep  them  in  any  fort  of  order.  And  as,  at  this  time, 
the  Cape  was  perfectly  fecure  from  any  attack  of  a  foreign 
enemy,  General  Dundas  thought  it  expedient  to  direct  that  a 
detachment,  compofed  of  a  fquadron  of  dragoons,  a  few  com- 
panies of  infantry,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Hottentot  corps, 
mould  march  into  the  diftrict  under  the  command  of  brigadier 

General 
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General  Vandeleur.  The  rebellious  boors,  now  collected  in 
very  confiderable  numbers,  had  ftationed  themfelves  between 
the  drofdy  and  Algoa  Bay,  where  they  had  formed  a  kind  of 
camp,  and,  to  a  certain  degree,  according  to  the  new  term 
which  their  Cape  friends  had  taught  them  to  adopt,  had  organized 
their  forces. 

But  as  the  courage  of  thefe  people  difplays  itfelf  only  on  par- 
ticular occafions,  fuch  as  in  acting  againft  defencelefs  Hottentots, 
the  moment  they  heard  that  troops  were  advancing,  they 
thought  proper  to  difperfe,  leaving,  in  the  hands  of  a  neutral 
perfon,  a  moft  humble  petition,  in  which  they  acknowledged 
their  error,  and  fupplicated  forgivenefs.    To  this  addrefs  the 
general  very  properly  returned  a  verbal  anfwer,  ftating,  that  he 
could  hold  no  communication  with  rebels,  until  they  had  volun- 
tarily furrendered  themfelves  to  his  difcretion,  and  laid  their 
arms  at  his  feet ;  that,  for  this  purpofe,  he  mould  name  a  cer- 
tain place  and  day ;  and  that  all  fuch  as  mould  not  appear  at 
the  time  and  place  appointed,  would  be  confidered  in  the  light 
of  rebels  and  traitors  to  his  Majefty's  government,  and  would 
be  purfued  accordingly. 

On  the  day  fixed,  the  majority  of  the  rebels  obeyed  the  fun>» 
mons ;  and  never  (furely  was  exhibited  fuch  a  motley  group  of 
armed  cavalry  fo  whimfically  equipped.  The  greater  part 
were  fuch  uncouth  beings,  fo  very 

«   Huge  of  bulk,. 

**  Wallowing  unwieldy,  enormous  in  their  gait/* 

that 
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that  it  was  morally  impoffible  for  the  by-ftanders  to  obferve 
the  gravity  of  countenance  which  the  occafion  required  j  and 
-  the  awkward  manner  in  which  they  difmounted,  with  the  dif- 
ficulty that  fome  of  them  experienced  on  account  of  the  pro- 
tuberance of  their  bellies,  in  grounding  their  arms,  were  fuffi- 
cient  to  throw  the  moft  ferious  off  their  guard.  The  General 
felected  nine  of  the  ringleaders,  and  fent  them  under  an  efcort 
on  board  his  Majefty's  fliip  the  Rattlefnake,  then  at  anchor  in 
Algoa  Bay ;  on  the  reft  he  levied  a  certain  fine  towards  de- 
fraying the  expences  of  the  expedition,  which  their  abfurd  and 
rebellious  conduct  had  occafioned. 

Before  this  termination  of  difturbances,  which,  if  fuffered  to 
extend  to  the  other  diftricts  of  the  colony,  might  have  been 
attended  with  more  ferious  confequences,  General  Dundas  ac- 
cepted my  offer  to  proceed  through  the  diftricTt  of  Zwellendam, 
for  the  purpofe  of  cutting  off  any  communication  with  Graaf 
Reynet,  and  particularly  with  a  view  of  preventing  any  fup- 
plies  of  gunpowder  from  reaching  the  rebels ;  at  the  fame  time 
to  fend  up  to  the  Cape  certain  perfons,  who  had  flievra  them- 
felves  active  in  promoting  difcontent  in  Zwellendam,  and  who 
were  known  to  be  difaffected,  not  only  to  the  Britiih  govern- 
ment, but  to  every  other  that  laid  them  under  the  reftraint  of 
laws.  This  journey,  the  extent  of  which  was  intended  to  be 
confined  to  the  borders  of  the  Camtoos  river,  dividing  the 
two  diftri&s  of  Graaf  Reynet  and  Zwellendam,  was  prolonged, 
by  unforefeen  circumftances,  into  the  country  inhabited  by  the 
Kaffers  :  and  it  thus  afforded  the  principal  part  of  the  remarks 
and  obfcrvations  which  are  contained  in  the  prefent  chapter. 

On 
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On  the  8th  of  March  1799  I  joined  Lieutenant  (now  Cap- 
tain) Smyth,  of  the  corps  of  engineers  and  Aid-du-Camp  of 
General  Dundas,  with  a  ferjeant's  party  of  dragoons  at  the 
foot  of  Hottentot  Holland's  Kloof,  which  is  the  only  pafs 
leading  to  the  eaftern  parts  of  the  colony,  over  the  high  chain 
of  mountains  that  terminates  the  Cape  ifthmus  ;  which  chain, 
at  a  few  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the  Kloof,  forms  the  eaftern 
boundary  of  the  extenfive  bay  Falfe.    In  the  north-eaft  corner 
of  this  arm  of  the  fea  is  a  cove  called  Gordon's  Bay,  a  place  that 
has  not  hitherto  obtained  that  attention,  which  the  importance 
of  its  fituation  would  feem  to  point  out.    The  anchorage  is  faid 
to  be  fafe,  the  landing  eafy  on  a  fmooth  fandy  beach ;  and  its 
proximity  to  the  above  mentioned  pafs  over  the  mountains  would 
infure  an  enemy  thepoffeffion  of  it,  in  its  prefent  defencelefs  ftate, 
long  before  means  could  be  taken  for  preventing  it  from  the  Cape, 
or  even  from  Simon's  Town  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  bay. 
A  few  men  with  a  couple  of  light  guns,  long  field-pieces  or 
howitzers,  ftationed  in  this  Kloof,  would  require  a  whole  regi- 
ment to  drive  them  out ;  and,  fo  long  as  they  could  hold  this 
important  pafs,  all  fupplies  coming  through  it  from  the  nearer 
parts  of  the  diftiict  of  Zwellendam  would  be  completely  cut  off 
from  Cape  Town ;  nor  would  they  find  the  leaft  difficulty  in 
fubfifting  themfelves  from  the  country  in  their  rear.    To  make 
a  diverfion,  in  meditating  an  attack  upon  the  Cape,  by  fending* 
a  frigate  to  land  a  company  in  Gordon's  Bay,  one  at  Blauwberg 
oppofite  Roben  ifland,  and  another  with  two  or  three  compa- 
nies into  Saldanha  Bay,  would  greatly  embarrafs  the  garrifon, 
as  it  would  be  under  the  neceffity  of  detaching  from  the  works 
a  very  fuperior  force  in  order  to  make  any  impreffion.    A  poft 
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at  Blauwberg  would  command  all  the  great  roads  leading  to  Cape 
Town  from  the  north  and  north-eaft ;  Saldanha  Bay  is  the  key- 
to  Zwartland,  the  principal  granary  of  the  colony;  and  the 
fecond  Kloof,  that  of  Rhode  Sand,  might  fpeedily  be  taken  pof- 
feiTion  of  from  thence;  nothing  would  then  remain  for  the  gar- 
rifon  but  to  difpute  thofe  paffes,  or  to  flarve  within  their  lines. 

To  underftand  exactly  what  is  meant  by  a  kloof,  the  reader 
may  imagine  a  continued  chain  of  mountains  to  be  cleft,  or 
torn  afunder,  fo  that  the  correfponding  parts  of  the  fides  of  the 
chalm,  fome  projecting  others  retiring,  if  clofed  again,  would 
fit  to  each  other ;  and  the  paffage  is  more  or  lefs  fteep  inverfely 
as  the  magnitude  of  the  rent.  In  the  Dutch  government  the 
one  in  queftion  was  fo  neglected  as  fcarcely  to  be  paflable  by 
waggons  ;  but  fince  the  colony  became  Englifli  it  has  undergone 
a  thorough  repair.  To  carry  into  effect  this  ufeful  work,  a 
fmall  contribution  was  levied  on  thofe  who  derived  the  greateft 
advantage  from  the  improvement ;  but  fuch  is  the  uncouth 
temper  of  the  people,  and  fo  adverfe  to  every  thing  that  tends 
to  public  benefit,  that,  rather  than  pay  the  trifling  fum  of  a 
fhilling,  many  of  thofe  who  came  from  the  diftant  parts  pre- 
ferred to  avoid  this  kloof  by  making  a  circuit  of  two  days 
journey,  and  palling  that  of  Rhode  Sand  which  is  {till  worfe. 

And  although  the  repair  has  been  the  means  of  faving  the 
life  of  many  a  poor  ox,  yet,  on  our  return,  we  obferved  two 
carcafes  of  thefe  animals  that  had  recently  been  left  to  expire 
among  the  rocks.  If,  after  cutting  and  flaming  thefe  poor 
creatures  with  their  enormous  whips,  the  phlegm  of  a  Dutch 
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boor  fo  far  gets  the  better  of  his  paffion,  on  feeing  that  his  beaft 
is  completely  exhaufted,  that  inftead  of  drawing  his  knife,  or 
kindling  a  fire  under  its  belly,  he  unyokes  it,  the  chances  are 
ftill  ten  to  one  the  animal  never  rifes  more.    The  moment  it  is 
left  alone  a  flock  of  the  Egyptian  vultures,  and  the  ftill  more 
voracious  vulturine  crows,  are  fure  to  tear  it  in  pieces,  making 
it  undergo  a  mod  cruel  and  protracted  death.    I  faw  an  inftance 
of  this  kind  that  was  really  mocking  to  the  feelings  of  humanity. 
On  the  only  great  and  public  road,  leading  from  Cape  Town 
towards  Rondebofch,  a  road  that  at  leaft  a  thoufand  people,  of 
one  defcription  or  another,  pafs  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  I  ob- 
ferved  an  ox  lying,  in  the  midft  of  the  way  and  within  two  miles 
of  the  town,  with  part  of  the  bowels  torn  out  of  the  belly.  The 
third  day  after  this  I  pafled  the  fame  way,  and  the  ox  was  ftill 
alive  with  its  head  erect,  and  the  bowels  lying  on  the  ground 
befide  it ;  and  thus  it  might  have  lain  to  linger  away  with  pain 
and  hunger,  perhaps  as  many  days  more,  had  I  not  requefted 
the  chief  officer  of  the  police  to  fend  a  perfon  and  difpatch  it. 
The  habitude  which  the  people  of  this  colony  necefiarily  acquire 
it  witnefling  inftances  of  cruelty  on  human  as  well  as  brute 
creatures,  cannot  fail  to  produce  a  tendency  to  hardnefs  of  heart, 
and  to  ftifle  feelings  of  tendernefs  and  benevolence.    In  fact  the 
rigour  of  juftice  is  rarely  foftened  with  the  balm  of  mercy.  All 
criminals,  condemned  to  fuffer  the  punifhrnent  of  death,  are  af- 
terwards hung  in  chains  clofe  to  the  public  road,  to  be  eaten  by 
the  crows  and  vultures.    And,  under  the  old  government,  when 
a  Have  had  been  guilty  of  murdering  a  colonift,  implacable  ran- 
cour, not  fatisned  with  putting  in  practice  every  fpecies  of  tor- 
ture that  malignant  and  diabolical  ingenuity  could  invent,  as 
vol.  II.  G  long 


42 


TRAVELS  IN 


long  as  any  figns  of  life  remained  in  the  criminal,  fentenced  him 
to  be  torn  limb  from  limb,  and  the  feveral  parts  to  be  hung  upon 
pofts  erected  for  the  purpofe  in  the  moft  public  parts  of  the 
high  road.  Many  of  fuch  pofts  ftill  remain,  rather  as  deplorable 
memorials  of  what  vindictive  malice  could  invent,  than  as  ex- 
amples for  preventing  fimilar  crimes. 

If  in  any  inftance  they  relax  from  cruelty  to  the  brute  crea- 
tion, it  is  in  the  mode  of  flaughtering  cattle,  which  they  learned 
from  the  Hottentots,  and  which  I  underftand  has  lately  been 
put  in  practice  in  England  under  the  name  of  laying.  This  is 
done  by  thrufting  a  pointed  inftrument  into  the  commencement 
of  the  fpinal  marrow  juft  behind  the  horns.  The  animal  drops 
without  a  groan,  and  dies  almoft  without  a  ftruggle ;  after  this 
the  throat  is  cut  to  let  out  the  blood,  and  it  is  pretended  that  the 
effect  on  the  flefh  is,  like  that  of  crimping  fim,  to  make  it  clofe 
and  firm. 

The  firft  river  we  had  occafion  to  crofs,  beyond  the  moun- 
tains, is  called  by  the  Dutch  the  Palmiet,  the  name  of  a  ftrong 
boggy  plant  that  grows  abundantly  in  this  and  fome  other 
rivers  of  the  colony.  The  name  arifes  from  its  refemblance  to 
fome  of  the  palm  tribe,  but,  if  I  miftake  not,  it  is  a  fpecies  of 
Acorns.  For  eight  months  in  the  year  it  fcarcely  contains  a 
drop  of  water,  but  is  moftly  impaffable  the  other  four ;  which 
is  alio  the  cafe  with  the  Bott  river  about  ten  miles  beyond 
the  Palmiet.  Both  of  thefe  periodical  ftreams  are  unfafe  in  the 
winter  feafon,  and  fatal  accidents  have  happened  to  perfons  at- 
tempting to  crofs  them  when  full.    Among  thefe  may  be  men- 
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tioned  that  of  Mr.  Patrick,  afliftant-furgeon  to  the  8th  Light 
Dragoons,  whofe  horfe  being  unable  to  ftem  the  ftream,  was 
carried  down  the  river,  and  the  rider  perifhed. 

The  country  affords  tolerable  good  pafturage,  and  will  yield 
•one  moderate  crop  of  grain  in  the  feafon  without  manure.  It 
is  thinly  inhabited,  confiding  principally  of  grazing  farms  which 
belong  to  perfons  who  hold  eftates  upon  the  Cape  fide  of  the 
mountains.  The  firft  hotife  that  occurred  in  our  route  was 
near  ten  miles  beyond  the  kloof,  which,  by  lofing  our  way  in 
the  dark  acrofs  the  wide  heath,  we  did  not  reach  before  mid- 
night. 

The  9th  of  March  was  the  hotteft  and  moft  oppreflive  day  I 
ever  experienced  in  Southern  Africa.  I  had  no  thermometer 
with  me,  but  I  afterwards  learnt  that,  during  the  whole  day 
nearly,  the  temperature  in  Cape  Town  was  1040  of  Fahren- 
heits's  Scale.  In  the  whole  of  this  day's  march,  of  about  twenty 
miles,  we  were  not  able  to  procure  a  drop  of  water  for  the 
horfes,  except  once  juft  after  ftarting,  nor  even  any  made  from 
the  fcorching  rays  of  the  fun  ;  for  trees  of  any  defcription  in 
this  part  of  the  country  are  as  rare  as  Doctor  Johnfon  found 
them  to  be,  of  as  great  an  age  as  himfelf,  in  Scotland.  The 
horfe  on  which  I  was  mounted  was  fo  much  overcome  by  the 
heat,  that  it  literally  dropped  down  under  me,  and  was  unable 
to  carry  me  any  farther. 


Wearied  and  exhaufted  we  reached,  at  length,  the  hovel  of 
a  (hoemaker,  near  which  we  found  a  few  puddles  of  muddy 
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water,  (lagnating  in  the  clayey  bed  of  a  rivulet,  but  it  was  fo 
much  impregnated  with  earth  and  falts  that  the  horfes,  thirfty 
as  they  were,  would  fcarcely  touch  it.    At  this  place  we  con- 
trived to  pafs  the  night,  but  we  experienced  a  mod  uncom- 
fortable lodging.    Unluckily  for  us  it  happened  to  be  Sunday, 
and,  the  fhoemaker  being  known  to  all  his  neighbours,  living 
within  the  circuit  of  twenty  miles,  and  particularly  to  his 
neareft  neighbours  of  three  or  four  miles,  to  be  a  jolly  good  fel- 
low, who  always  kept  a  glafs  of  wine,  and  a  ftrong  fopie  to 
regale  his  friends,  the  houfe  was  crowded  with  people.  There 
were  but  two  apartments,  one  of  which  was  filled  with  the 
company  ;  the  other  we  occupied.    This,  it  feemed,  was  made 
to  anfwer  the  four-fold  purpofe  of  bed-chamber,  work-mop, 
cellar,  and  ftorehoufe.    The  heat  of  the  weather,  the  clofenefs 
of  the  room,  which  had  only  one  fmall  aperture  to  admit  the 
light,  added  to  the  mingled  odours  arifing  from  (linking  lea- 
ther, bunches  of  onions,  butchers'  meat  fwarming  with  flies, 
fumes  of  tobacco,  dregs  of  wine  and  gin  and  Cape  brandy, 
(landing  in  pools  on  the  clayed  floor  ;  in  a  word,  fuch  "  a  con- 
M  gregation  of  foul  and  peftilential  vapours,"  were  fufficient 
to  naufeate  flomachs  much  lefs  fqueamifh  than  ours.    Nor  was 
the  fenfe  of  feeling  lefs  annoyed  by  an  innumerable  quantity 
of  bugs,  fleas,  and  mufquitoes.    Perhaps,  indeed,  it  might  be 
confidered  as  an  advantage  in  having  two  or  three  fenfes  tor- 
mented at  once ;  as  the  pain  affecting  one  might,  in  a  certain 
degree,  be  deadened  by  the  acutenefs  of  feeling  in  another. 
How  often,  in  the  courfe  of  this  night,  did  I  blefs  my  good  for- 
tune, in  having  ufed  my  waggon  for  my  lodging  houfe  in  all 
my  former  long  journies  through  this  miferable  country  ;  inha- 
bited 
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bited  by  a  ftill  more  miferable  race  of  mortals !  How  many 
fleeplefs  nights,  and  naufeous  fcenes,  have  I  not  avoided  by 
adopting  fuch  a  plan  ! 

To  add  to  our  prefent  uncomfortable  fituation,  the  guefts 
were  perpetually  interrupting  us  in  their  application  to  the  wine 
cafk,  or  the  brandy  bottle.  Our  patience,  at  length,  being  quite 
exhaufted,  we  refolved  to  barricade  the  door.  This,  however, 
failed  of  fuccefs.  The  votaries  of  Bacchus  were  not  fo  eafily  to 
be  difappointed  of  their  weekly  libations.  After  feveral  fruit- 
lefs  attempts  to  force  the  door,  they  thought  of  trying  the  win- 
dow ;  but  this  fmall  pigeon-hole,  being  much  too  narrow  in 
its  dimenfions  to  admit  the  huge  carcafe  of  an  African  boor, 
obliged  them  to  have  recourfe  to  the  expedient  of  fending  in  a 
thin  Hottentot  girl ;  but,  on  account  of  the  peculiar  fhape  of 
the  women  of  this  nation,  the  lower  part  of  the  body  refufed 
to  follow  where  the  head  had  paffed,  and  me  {tuck  faft  in  the 
window.  This  produced  a  prodigious  burft  of  boifterous  mirth ; 
the  girl,  however,  after  a  great  deal  of  fqueezing  and  pufhing, 
effected  the  purpofe,  and  procured  for  the  tumultuous  boors  a 
fupply  of  their  favourite  liquors.  To  prevent  a  return  we 
barred  in  the  window,  and  having  thus  completely  made  our- 
felves  mafters  of  the  cellar,  the  boors,  after  feveral  vollies  of 
imprecations,  accompanied  with  thundering  affaults,  fometimes 
at  the  door,  and  then  at  the  window,  thought  fit  about  mid- 
night to  leave  the  houfe,  in  fearch  of  another  jovial  neighbour 
at  the  diftance,  perhaps,  of  eight  or  ten  miles.  This  fcene 
would  have  afforded  an  excellent  fubject  for  the  pencil  of 

Oftade, 


46 


TRAVELS  IN 


Oftade,  who,  judging  from  his  pictures,  mud  have  been  wit- 
nefs  to  many  of  the  fame  kind. 

The  noife  of  the  Bacchanalians  was  accompanied  by  a  ftorm 
of  thunder ;  and  the  rain,  that  fell  in  the  courfe  of  the  night, 
had  rendered  the  air  the  next  morning  cool  and  refrefhing.  It 
was  the  firft  mower  that  had  fallen  in  this  part  of  the  country 
for  near  four  months,  and  the  effects  of  it  on  the  ground  were 
very  fenfibly  perceived  in  the  courfe  of  four  days. 

At  this  feafon  of  the  year,  when  the  earth  is  thoroughly 
heated,  the  rapidity  with  which  vegetation  burfts  forth,  after 
rain,  is  almoft  incredible.  Among  the  earlieft  of  fuch  plants, 
as  by  the  brilliancy  of  their  flowers  captivate  the  fight,  are  the 
various  fpecies  of  the  oxalis,  the  yellow  ftar-flower,  and  the 
three-coloured  Lachenalia,  with  two  or  three  other  fpecies  of 
the  fame  genus.  But  one  of  the  mod  fingular  among  the  fmall 
plants,  that  bloflom  in  the  beginning  of  winter,  is  the  feptas^ 
whofe  name  is  derived  from  the  regular  feptenary  divifion  of 
all  the  different  parts  of  fructification,  and  is  remarkable  for  be- 
ing the  only  plant,  yet  difcovered,  in  the  feventh  clafs  and  fe- 
venth  order  of  the  Linnsean  Syftem. 

The  refrefhing  coolnefs,  occafioned  by  the  rain,  permitted 
us  to  extend  our  march  to  the  river  Zondcr  EjuI^  or  Endlefs 
River,  near  the  banks  of  which  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company- 
had  referved,  for  its  own  ufe,  an  extenfive  tract  of  land  called 
the  Sweet  Milk's  Valley.    It  is  bounded  on  the  north  fide  by -a 
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range  of  hills  that  were  once  well  covered  with  foreft  trees, 
but  thefe  have  long  been  cut  down,  few  of  any  magnitude  now 
remaining,  except  in  the  deep  chafms  where  they  are  fcarcely 
acceffible.  The  country,  on  each  fide  of  the  river,  is  extremely 
pleafant,  and  tolerably  well  inhabited,  in  comparifon  at  leaft 
with  other  parts ;  the  dwellings  being  feldom  removed  from 
one  another  beyond  the  regulated  diftance  of  three  miles.  A 
few  of  the  fmall  kind  of  antelopes  {till  remain,  as  reebocksy 
fpringbocks,  griejbocks,  and  duykers^  and  plenty  of  hares  and  par- 
tridges ;  but  the  large  bontcbocks  are  almoft  totally  deftroyed,  or 
driven  to  fome  other  part  of  the  fettlement.  I  obferved,  in  the 
former  volume,  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  river  was  once 
to  be  found  the  Lencophaa  or  blue  antelope,  but  that,  for  many 
years  paft,  it  had  been  loft  to  the  colony.  I  underftood,  how- 
ever, that,  a  few  months  before  we  evacuated  the  Cape,  a  fmall 
herd  of  this  beautiful  animal  had  again  made  its  appearance 
among  the  wooded  hills  behind  Sweet  Milk  Valley,  where,  in- 
ftead  of  fuffering  them  to  remain  unmolefted,  at  leaft  for  fome 
time,  the  farmers  were  lying  in  wait  for  their  destruction. 

Clofe  to  this  river  is  the  eftablimment  of  the  Hernhuters  or 
Moravian  mimonaries,  who,  by  the  protection  afforded  them 
under  the  Britifh  government,  and  its  liberality,  through  Ge- 
neral Dundas,  in  enabling  them  to  enlarge  their  territory,  had 
fucceeded  fo  far,  in  the  object  of  their  miffion,  as  to  bring  to- 
gether into  one  fociety,  not  fewer,  at  the  time  of  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  colony,  than  fix  hundred  poor  Hottentots ;  whom 
they  not  only  inftru&ed  in  the  principles  of  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion, but  by  example,  as  well  as  precept,  taught  to  feel,  that 
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their  value  in  fociety  was  in  proportion  to  the  benefits  they 
were  able  to  render  to  that  fociety,  by  their  labour  and  moral 
conduct. 

Thefe  men  have  clearly  fhewn  to  the  world,  by  the  effects 
of  this  institution,  that  there  is  not  among  favages,  in  general, 
that  invincible  averfion  to  labour  which  fome  have  been  inclined 
to  fuppofe.    Thofe,  indeed,  whofe  daily  fubfiftence  depends  on 
the  chace,  may  contract  a  difpofition  to  rambling  and  to  a  fre- 
quent change  of  place,  but  the  precarious  fupply  of  food  ob- 
tained by  hunting  is  not  the  reward  of  fluggifh  indolence,  but 
of  toil,  of  laflitude,  and  anxiety.    The  fewer  the  wants  that 
man  has  to  gratify,  the  lefs  inclination  will  he  feel  to  exert  his 
corporeal  powers.    In  a  mere  favage  ftate,  if  thefe  wants  could 
be  fupplied  without  any  effort,  the  predominant  pleafures  of 
life  would  confift  in  eating  and  fleeping.    The  propenfity  to 
inaction  can  only  be  overcome  by  giving  the  labourer  an  intereft 
in  the  product  of  his  labour ;  by  making  him  feel  the  weight 
and  value  of  property,     The  colonifts  of  the  Cape  purfued  no 
fuch  plan  with  regard  to  their  conduct  towards  the  Hottentots. 
Having  firft  held  out  the  irrefiftible  charm  that  fpirituous  liquors 
and  tobacco  are  found  to  poffefs  among  all  people  in  a  rude 
ftate  of  fociety,  they  took  the  advantage  of  exchanging  thofe 
pernicious  poifons  for  the  only  means  the  natives  enjoyed  of 
fubfifting  themfelves  and  their  families  ;  and,  however  extraor- 
dinary it  may  appear,  inftead  of  inftructing  and  encouraging 
a  race  of  men,  of  willing  and  intelligent  minds,  to  renew  the 
means  of  fubfiftence,  of  which  they  had  deprived  them,  they 
imported,  at  a  vaft  expence,  a  number  of  Malay  flaves,  not 
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more  expert,  and  much  lefs  to  be  depended  on,  than  the  Hot- 
tentots ;  to  whom,  indeed,  they  even  preferred  the  ftupid  ne- 
groes of  Mofambique  and  Madagafcar. 

Whether  it  happened  from  real  ignorance  of  the  character  of 
thefe  natives,  or  from  ftrong  prejudices  imbibed  againft  them, 
or  from  an  adherence  to  a  narrow  policy,  I  cannot  pretend  to 
determine  ;  but,  from  the  enquiries  I  have  made,  it  does  not 
appear  they  have  at  any  period  experienced  a  treatment  equally 
favourable  to  that  of  the  meaneft  flaves.    Not  many  years  ago 
it  was  thought  expedient,  for  fome  purpofe  or  other,  to  afTem- 
ble  a  confiderable  number  in  or  near  the  town,  but  the  bufinefs 
for  which  they  were  collected,  dwindling  into  a  job  for  the 
emolument  of  the  perfons  who  had  the  management  of  it ;  and 
as  the  Hottentots  were  neither  paid,  clothed,  nor  fed,  they  ex- 
hibited a  fcene  of  filth,  mifery,  and  wretchednefs ;  they  be- 
came a  nuifance  to  the  town,  and  were  in  confequence  dif- 
banded. 

The  colonifts  were  ready  to  predict  a  fimilar  fate  to  the  at- 
tempt of  Sir  James  Craig,  of  forming  them  into  a  corps  ;  but 
their  predictions  ended  in  their  difappointment.  Never,"  ob- 
ferves  Sir  James,  "  were  people  more  contented  or  more 
"  grateful  for  the  treatment  they  now  receive.  We  have  up- 
"  wards  of  three  hundred  who  have  been  with  us  nine  months. 
**  It  is,  therefore,  with  the  opportunity  of  knowing  them  well, 
"  that  I  venture  to  pronounce  them  an  intelligent  race  of  men. 
"  All  who  bear  arms  exercife  well,  and  understand  immediately, 
"  and  perfectly,  whatever  they  are  taught  to  perform.  Many 
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"  of  them  fpeak  Englifli  tolerably  well.     We  were  told  that 
**  fo  great  was  their  propenfity  to  drunkennefs,  we  fhould  ne- 
"  ver  be  able  to  reduce  them  to  order  or  difcipline,  and  that  the 
44  habit  of  roving  was  fo  rooted  in  their  difpofition,  we  muft 
"  expect  the  whole  corps  would  defert,  the  moment  they  had 
"  received  their  clothing.    With  refpect  to  the  firft,  I  do  not 
44  find  they  are  more  given  to  the  vice  of  drinking  than 
"  our  own  people ;  and,  as  to  their  pretended  propenfity  to 
"  roving,  that  charge  is  fully  confuted  by  the  circumftance  of 
"  only  one  man  having  left  us  fince  I  firft  adopted  the  meafure 
"  of  affembling  them,  and  he  was  urged  to  this  ftep  from  hav- 
"  ing  accidently  loft  his  firelock." — "  Of  all  the  qualities,"  he 
further  obferves,  44  that  can  be  afcribed  to  a  Hottentot,  it  will 
41  little  be  expected  I  mould  expatiate  upon  their  cleanlinefs ;  and 
44  yet  it  is  certain  that,  at  this  moment,  our  Hottentot  parade 
44  would  not  fufFer  in  a  comparifon  with  that  of  fome  of  our  re- 
44  gular  regiments.     Their  clothing  may,  perhaps,  have  fuf- 
44  fered  more  than  it  ought  to  have  done,  in  the  time  fince  it 
44  was  ilfued  to  them,  from  their  ignorance  of  the  means  of 
44  preferving  it ;  but  thofe  articles,  which  are  capable  of  being 
44  kept  clean  by  wafhing,  together  with  their  arms  and  accou^ 
44  trements,  which  they  have  been  taught  to  keep  bright,  are 
44  always  in  good  order.    They  are  now,  likewife,  cleanly  in 
44  their  perfons;   the  practice  of  fmearing   themfelves  with 
44  greafe  being  entirely  left  off.    I  have  frequently  obferved 
44  them  wafhing  themfelves  in  a  rivulet,  where  they  could  have 
44  in  view  no  other  object  but  cleanlinefs."    It  will  be  no  lefs 
fatisfactory  to  the  reader,  than  it  is  gratifying  to  myfelf,  in 
thus  having  an  opportunity  of  adding,  in  fupport  of  my  former 
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defcription  of  the  moral  character  of  this  people,  the  opinion  of 
fuch  high  and  refpectable  authority. 

None  felt  more  fincere  regret  and  uneafinefs  at  that  article  in 
the  treaty  of  peace,  which  ceded  the  Cape  to  its  former 
owners,  than  thefe  worthy  mifiionaries.  From  the  malignant 
fpirit  of  the  boors,  they  had  every  thing  to  apprehend.  The 
friends  of  humanity,  however,  will  rejoice  to  learn,  that  this 
afylum  for  an  innocent  and  oppreffed  race  of  men  continues  to 
receive  the  countenance  and  protection  of  the  prefent  govern- 
ment ;  the  two  leading  members  of  which  appear  to  be  actuated 
by  views  and  fentiments  very  different  from  thofe  of  the  ma* 
joiity  of  the  people,  over  which  they  are  appointed  to  rule. 
It  is  obvious,  indeed,  to  every  man  of  common  understanding, 
that  an  inftitution  fo  encouraged  cannot  fail  to  prove  of  infinite 
advantage  to  a  colony  where  ufeful  labour  is  fo  much  wanted. 
If  any  example  were  capable  of  roufing  the  fluggifh  fettlers, 
that  of  fix  hundred  people  being  fubfifted  on  the  fame  fpace  of 
ground,  which  every  individual  family  among  them  occupies, 
for  they  had  nothing  more  till  very  lately  than  a  common  loan 
farm  of  three  miles  in  diameter,  would  be  fufficient  to  ftimulate 
them  to  habits  of  induftry. 

Other  mifiionaries,  but  of  different  focieties,  have  lately  pro- 
ceeded to  very  diftant  parts  of  the  colony,  and  fome  even  much 
beyond  it,  both  among  the  Kaffers  to  the  eaftward,  and  the 
Bosjefman  Hottentots  to  the  northward.  The  latter  they  re- 
prefent  as  a  docile  and  tractable  people,  of  innocent  manners, 
and  grateful  to  their  benefactors  beyond  expreffion ;  but  the 
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Kaffers,  they  fay,  are  a  volatile  race,  extremely  good-hu- 
moured, but  turn  into  ridicule  all  their  attempts  to  convert 
them  to  Chriflianity.    Mr.  Kicherer,  a  regular  bred  minifter 
of  the  reformed  church,  and  a  gentleman  of  mild  and  perfuafive 
manners,  proceeded,  alone  and  totally  unprotected,  into  the 
midft  of  the  Bosjefman  hordes  on  the  fkirts  of  the  Orange  River. 
He  confidered,  that  a  folitary  being  without  arms,  or  any  vifi- 
ble  means  of  doing  injury  to  his  fellow  mortals,  would  be  re- 
ceived without  fufpicion,  and  might  enter  into  the  fociety  of 
the  mod  favage  hordes  without  danger.    The  event  proved  his 
conjectures  to  be  right.    He  lived  in  the  midft  of  a  tribe,  the 
moft  needy  and  wretched  that  he  could  difcover,  for  many 
years ;  fhared  with  them  every  inconvenience ;  and  fuffered  a 
total  privation  of  all  the  comforts,  and  very  frequently  even  of 
the  necefiaries,  of  life ;  with  a  weak  constitution,  he  braved  the 
viciflitudes  of  an  unfteady  climate  in  fcanty  clothing,  in  tem- 
porary huts  and  hovels  that  were  neither  proof  againft  wind 
nor  water,  and  oftimes  in  the  open  air;  on  deferts  wild  and 
naked  as  thofe  of  Arabia ;  he  learned  their  language  ;  inftructed 
them  in  the  benevolent  doctrines  of  Chriftianity ;  and  endea- 
voured with  enthufiaftic  zeal,  to  affuage  their  miferable  lot  in 
this  life,  by  affuring  them  that  there  was  "  Another  and  a 
"  better  world in  a  word,  he  became  fo  much  attached  to 
this  moft  indigent  and  deplorable  race  of  human  beings,  who 
polfefs  nothing  they  can  call  their  own,  but  live  from  day  to 
day  on  the  precarious  fpoils  of  the  chace,  and  commonly  on 
the  fpontaneous  products  of  a  barren  foil,  that  it  was  not  with- 
out difficulty,  and  great  diftrefs  to  his  feelings,  he  muftered  re- 
folution  to  tear  himfelf  from  his  little  flock :  lingering  under  a 
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difeafe  that  threatened  to  terminate  in  a  confumption,  he  could 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  delert  them,  when  urged  by  his 
friends  to  accept  of  a  vacant  living  of  one  of  the  colonial 
churches,  which  was  offered  to  him  by  the  government. 

When  one  reflects  for  a  moment  on  the  toils  and  hardfhips,  the 
dangers  and  the  difficulties,  that  thefe  religious  enthufiafts  volun- 
tarily undergo,  without  any  profpect  of  reward,  or  even  repu- 
tation, in  this  world,  it  is  impoflible  to  withhold  admiration  at  a 
conduct  fo  feemingly  difinterefted,  and  whofe  motives  appear  to 
be  under  an  influence  fo  different  from  that  by  which  moft 
human  actions  are  governed.    Whatever  degree  of  merit  may 
be  due  to  this  clafs  of  miffionaries,  the  practical  philofopher 
will,  unqueftionably,  give  the  preference  to  the  plan  of  the 
Moravians,  which  unites  with  precepts  of  religion  and  morality 
a  fpirit  of  ufeful  labour ;  and  whofe  grand  aim  is  to  make  their 
difciples  comfortable  in  this  world,  as  a  token  or  earneft  of  that 
which  is  to  come.    But  after  all  the  toil  and  anxiety  which  the 
worthy  character  above  mentioned  cheerfully  underwent  in 
the  caufe  of  fuffering  humanity,  what  muff  his  feelings  be,  if 
he  ftill  be  living,  and  happens  to  perufe  the  following  letter,  to 
find  that  his  only  reward  is  that  of  being  confidered  by  the  vile 
people  of  the  Cape  as  the  abettor  of  murder,  and  that  he  has 
been  with  others  the  innocent  caufe  of  fifteen  of  his  inoffen- 
five  difciples  being  inhumanly  butchered  in  cold  blood  by  thofe 
remorfelefs  colonifts  who  dare  to  call  themfelves  by  the  facred 
name  of  Chriftians.    This  letter,  which  juft  reached  me  as 
the  prefent  work  was  going  to  the  prefs,  will  *ferve  to  mew, 
among  other  facts  I  mall  have  occafion  to  ftate,  of  what  de- 
liberate 
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liberate  and  blood-thirfty  ruffians  the  peafantry  of  the  Cape 
are  compofed. 

Extract  of  a  letter  written  from  the  Sneuwberg,  the  29th 
day  of  January  1803,  figned  O.  A.  S.  Meyer,  and  addreflfed  to 
Cornells  de  Kok,  in  Cape  Town. 

"  I  am  going  to  inform  you  of  fomething  that  happened  on 
"  the  6th  of  December  1802.  About  the  evening  three  Bof- 
V  jefmans  came  to  the  houfe  of  the  Burger  Cornelis  Janfen, 
"  having  with  them  three  pack-oxen  [draag-offen)  ;  the  faid 
"  Janfen  immediately  reported  it  to  the  commandant  (Feld- 
"  Cornet),  who  inftantly  fent  an  armed  party  [commando)  to  his 
"  houfe.  On  the  following  day,  being  the  7th,  there  came 
"  twelve  more  to  them,  having  three  guns  and  three  pack-oxen ; 
"  all  the  reft  were  well  armed  with  bows,  arrows,  and  halfagays. 
"  The  commandant  Berger  went  himfelf  to  Janfen's  in  the 
"  morning  to  aik  the  reafon  of  their  coming  there,  when  he 
"  difcovered  that  eight  of  them  were  Koranas  and  feven  Bof- 
"  jefmans.  Being  afked  by  the  party  what  they  came  to  do, 
"  they  faid  that  they  were  come  to  beg  a  little  dacha  [hemp)  and 
"  tobacco.  The  commandant  had  the  fame  anfwer,  but  he 
"  underjlood  the  way  to  quejilon  them  fo  clofely,  that  he  brought 
"  them  to  open  confejfion  (by  horrid  tortures  no  doubt),  that  they 
"  came  to  examine  how  their  farms  (plaatzen)  were  to  be  at- 
"  tacked ;  and  alfo  to  fee  if  there  was  water  enough  to  come 
"  with  a  great  troop.  Being  afked  who  had  fent  them,  they 
"  anfwered  Teiitcr  and  the  Englifh  miffionary  Kicherer,  in  op- 
"  der  to  fpy  the  places,  and  return  to  the  kraal  where  Kicherer 
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"  and  Triiter  would  wait  their  return,  to  furnifli  them  with 
"  mufquets,  powder,  and  ball.  On  being  aiked  how  they  were 
"  to  execute  it  ?  they  anfwered,  by  attacking  the  farm-houfes 
"  by  two  and  two  at  the  fame  time,  fo  that  they  could  not 
"  aflift  one  another.  All  the  fifteen  we  have  shot 
<(  dead  {doodgefchooten),  having  first  extorted  this 
"  confession  from  them.  The  hat  which  Triiter  gave  to 
"  the  captain  we  have  got ;  it  is  a  black  one  with  a  filver  band, 
"  and  a  cane  with  a  brafs  head,  on  which  is  engraved  "  Captain 
"  Kauwinnoub."  Mark  now  with  what  murderous  intentions 
"  is  this  Triiter  infpired  againft  us  !  To  have  us  all  maffacred 
"  in  our  houfes  ! 

"  You  may  with  great  fafety  mew  this  to  Andries  Muller. 

"  (Signed)  O.  A.  S.  MEYER." 

I  obferved  in  the  preliminary  chapter  of  this  volume,  that 
Meffrs.  Triiter  and  Somerville  had  penetrated  farther  into 
the  interior  of  South  Africa  than  any  former  Europeans.  Thefe 
gentlemen  were  fent  in  an  official  capacity,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
curing a  fupply  of  draught  oxen,  on  a  ferious  alarm  being  en- 
tertained, and  reprefentations  made  to  government,  that  the 
operations  of  agriculture  muft  be  fufpended,  on  account  of  the 
numbers  of  cattle  that  had  periftied  through  the  drought  of  the 
year  1800,  unlefs  a  frefh  fupply  could  be  obtained  from  fome  of 
the  bordering  tribes  of  the  original  inhabitants.  Though  thefe  re- 
prefentations were  meant,  in  all  probability,  to  be  the  foundation 
of  a  fcheme  fimilar  to  many  of  the  fame  kind  which  were 
pracYifed  under  the  Dutch  government,  with  no  other  view 

than 
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than  that  of  enriching  the  individuals  concerned,  by  the  plunder 
6f  cattle  belonging  to  the  harmlefs  natives,  the  Britifh  government 
thought  it  expedient,  in  order  to  demonftrate  its  readinefs  to 
attend  to  the  interefts  of  the  colonifts,  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion  the  ftate  of  the  cafe,  being  aware  at  the  fame  time  of  the 
danger  of  entrufting  any  commifiion  of  fuch  a  nature  to  the 
Dutch  peafantry.    The  difturbances  raifed  by  the  boors  on  the 
borders  of  the  Kaffer  country  difcouraged  any  attempt  to  open 
a  traffic  with  this  nation,  but  accounts  of  an  imperfect  nature 
were  entertained,  that  a  nation  called  the  Briequas,  or  more 
properly,  as  it  feems,  the  Bofhuanas,  about  fixteen  days'  jour- 
ney to  the  northward  of  the  Orange  River,  were  likely  to  fur- 
nifh  the  necelTary  fupply  ;  and  as  this  journey,  over  an  unbeaten 
tract,  could  not  fail  to  be  productive  of  novelty,  and  might  fur- 
nifh  new  objects  of  curiofity,  Mr.  Triiter,  member  of  the  Court 
of  Juftice,  and  Mr.  Somerville,  the  garrifon  furgeon,  were  im- 
mediately pointed  out  as  two  gentlemen  pofTeffing  in  every  re- 
fpect  the  proper  qualifications  for  undertaking  fuch  an  expedi- 
tion.   Mr.  Triiter  had  been  a  fervant  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India 
Company  for  more  than  thirty  years,  during  which  period  he 
bore  an  irreproachable  character  ;  and  the  EngliiTi  government 
is  not  lefs  indebted  to  the  zeal  and  fidelity  with  which  he  con- 
tinued, more  from  principle  than  expectation  of  emolument 
which  he  did  not  want,  to  perform  the  laborious  duties  of  a 
member  of  the  Court  of  Juftice,  during  the  feven  years  it  held 
poflefTion  of  the  Cape.    To  an  open  and  generous  difpofition 
he  adds  the  moft  fcrupulous  exactnefs  in  all  tranfactions  between 
man  and  man.    His  temper  is  cheerful,  his  heart  benevolent, 
and  the  turn  of  his  mind  ftrongly  inclined  to  acquire  know- 
ledge. 
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ledge.  Of  Mr.  Somerville  it  is  fufficient  to  fay  he  is  a  Briton, 
a  character  far  beyond  the  reach  of  any  calumny  that  an  African 
Dutchman  can  invent ;  and  as  the  public,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  be  gratified  with  his  account  of  the  expedition,  I  leave  it 
to  him  to  defend  bimfelf  and  companions  againft  a  charge 
which  nothing  but  inherent  falfehood  and  diabolical  malevo- 
lence, and  their  own  infatiable  third  after  human  blood,  could 
have  conceived.  It  was  on  this  expedition  thefe  two  gentle- 
men met  with  Mr.  Kicherer,  a  regular  bred  minifter  of  the 
reformed  church  of  the  United  Provinces,  who,  on  their  return, 
embarked  for  Holland  ;  Mr.  Somerville  fhortly  afterwards  for 
England,  and  Mr.  Triiter  remained  behind,  where  he  became 
the  object  of  their  brutal  malice,  in  revenge,  I  fuppofe,  for 
having  found  it  expedient  on  their  journey  to  difcharge  and 
turn  away  the  eight  or  ten  boors  that  accompanied  them,  for 
their  idle,  diforderly,  and  thievifli  conduct.  For  the  atrocious 
murder  of  the  poor  wretches  whom  famine,  in  all  probability, 
had  driven  to  afk  relief  of  the  pitilefs  fpoilers  of  their  native 
land,  it  were  greatly  to  be  wifhed  that  divine  wrath  would  ma- 
nifeft  itfelf  among  the  brutal  perpetrators  by  fome  fignal  cala- 
mity, fince  neither  human  laws  nor  human  feelings  can  reftrain 
them.  If  this  account  mould  have  reached  the  knowledge  of 
the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  fettlement,  which  no  doubt  it 
mull  have  done,  I  have  to  hope,  from  his  humane  and  truly  be- 
nevolent difpofition,  he  will  have  put  in  execution  the  benignant 
fentiments  I  have  heard  him  utter  in  favour  of  the  unprotected 
Hottentots.  "  If  the  life  of  a  fingle  child  be  taken  away,  and 
"  the  murderer  not  brought  to  legal  punifhment,  I  (hall  feel 
vol.  11.  1  «  myfelf 
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"  myfelf  unfit  for  my  fituation  and  unworthy  the  chara&er  of 
"  a  human  being." 

The  firft:  day's  march  beyond  the  Sweet  Milk's  Valley  was 
acrofs  a  tame  flat  country,  the  road  winding  along  the  right 
bank  of  the  Endlefs  River ;  a  name  whofe  fallacy  was  detected 
by  crofling  it,  on  the  next  day's  journey,  juft  where  it  forms 
a  confluence  with,  and  of  courfe  ends  in,  the  Broad  River. 
The  latter,  in  the  winter  months,  is  a  vaft  volume  of  water 
fufEcient  to  float  a  fhip  of  the  line,  but,  in  fummer,  not  more 
than  ankle  deep.  The  diftance  from  this  river  to  Zwellendam, 
the  feat  of  the  Landroft  and  capital  of  the  diftrict  fo  called,  is  only 
about  nine  miles,  over  a  country  that  is  capable  of  an  extenfive 
cultivation,  but  which  is  fuffered  to  remain  almoft  entirely  an 
unproductive  defart. 

As  we  knew  this  to  be  the  only  village  that  would  occur  in.< 
the  courfe  of  our  long  journey,  we  thought  it  prudent  to  halt 
a  day,  in  order  to  refrefh  the  horfes,  have  their  fhoes  removed 
or  renewed,  and  the  faddles  repaired  ;  aft:r  which  we  continued 
our  march,  for  three  eafy  days,  to  a  tolerable  good  farm-houfe 
called  the  Hagel  Kraal,  iituated  at  the  foot  of  the  Attaquas  Kloof. 
The  country  we  had  pafled  was  little  calculated  to  excite  any 
degree  of  intereft ;  the  dwellings,  as  ufual,  were  thinly  fcattered  ; 
the  land  under  no  regular  fyftem  of  tillage,  exhibiting  a  barren 
wafte,  without  a  fingle  tree,  or  even  a  fhrub,  that  by  its  fize 
or  beauty  would  arreft  the  attention  of  the  traveller  \  yet  the 
foil  of  the  greater  part  of  the  country  appeared  to  be  fuperior 
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to  moft  of  the  corn-lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Cape.  Here 
too  a  fcarcity  is  obfervable  of  the  moft  ordinary  game  of  the 
country,  fuch  as  fmall  antelopes,  hares,  partridges,  and  the  fe- 
veral  fpecies  of  buftards. 

From  this  place  it  was  our  intention  to  crofs  the  firft  chain  of 
mountains  which  runs  parallel,  or  nearly  fo,  with  the  fea-coaft. 
Previous,  however,  to  this  undertaking,  it  was  found  neceflary, 
in  conformity  to  the  inftructions  I  had  received,  to  take  into 
cuftody,  and  to  fend  up  to  the  Cape,  a  certain  boor  who  was 
known  to  have  held  communication  with  the  rebels  of  Graaff 
Reynet ;  and  ftrongly  fufpected  of  having  afTifted  them  with 
gunpowder.  By  efcorting  this  perfon  to  the  Landroft  of  the 
diftricT:,  two  fine  young  men  of  the  8th  Light  Dragoons  un- 
fortunately loft  their  lives.  On  their  return  towards  the  drofdy 
a  violent  thunder-ftorm  arofe,  during  which  the  rain  defcended 
in  fuch  torrents  as  to  fill,  to  the  brim,  a  fmall  rivulet  that  we  had 
parTed  the  day  before  without  obferving  a  fingle  drop  of  water 
in  its  channel.  The  Hottentot,  who  led  the  foremoft  pair  of 
oxen  in  the  team,  finding  himfelf  unable  to  withftand  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  current,  let  go  the  rope  and  effected  his  efcape  as 
well  as  he  could.  The  oxen,  being  thus  left  without  a  guide, 
turned  their  heads  in  the  direction  of  the  ftream.  The  waggon 
was  upfet  j  two  of  the  young  men,  who  unfortunately  could 
not  fwim,  were  feen  no  more^  and  Captain  Smyth,  with  the 
reft,  had  a  very  narrow  efcape. 


Accidents,  of  a  fimilar  kind,  are  not  unfrequent  in  the  colony. 
The  beds  of  all  the  rivers  are  funk,  in  a  remarkable  manner,  to  a 
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very  great  depth  below  the  general  furfaee  of  the  country ;  fo 
that  whenever  the  heavy  rains  defcend,  the  waters  fubfide  into 
thefe  deep  channels,  which,  on  account  of  their  narrownefs, 
almoft  inftantaneoufly  become  filled  to  the  very  brink.  The 
impetuofity  with  which  fuch  torrents  rufh  towards  the  fea  is 
irrefiftible. 

Whether  the  deep  excavations,  that  form  the  beds  of  thefe 
rivers,  may  be  fatisfactorily  explained  by  fuppofing  the  texture 
of  the  adjacent  materials  to  have  been  of  a  loofe  and  incoherent 
nature ;  or,  whether  a  greater  antiquity  than  to  many  parts  of 
the  globe  may  not  be  affigned  to  the  continent  of  South  Africa, 
on  the  whole  furfaee  of  which  there  appears  to  be  a  remarkable 
fimilarity,  is  a  queftion  on  the  merits  of  which  one  would  he- 
fitate  to  give  a  prompt  decifion.  But,  on  comparing  the  great 
quantity  of  rain  that  annually  falls  at  the  Cape,  a  quantity  far 
exceeding  that  in  rnofl  parts  of  Europe,  with  the  general  fear- 
city  of  fprings,  the  invention  is  naturally  exercifed  in  endeavour- 
ing to  account  for  a  phenomenon  fo  unufual.  The  following 
obfervations  may  perhaps  aflift  in  explaining  it. 

All  the  continued  chains  of  mountains  in  Southern  Africa  are 
compofed  of  fandftone  refting  upon  a  bafe  of  granite.  This 
granite  bafe  is  fometimes  elevated  confiderably  above  the  gene- 
ral furfaee  of  the  country,  and  fometimes  its  upper  part  is 
funk  as  far  beneath  it.  In  fituations  where  the  former  happens 
to  be  the  cafe,  numerous  fprings  are  fure  to  be  found,  as  in  the 
inftance  of  Table  Mountain,  where,  on  every  fide,  copious 
ftreams  of  pure  limpid  water,  filtered  through  the  immenfe 
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mafs  of  fuperincumbent  fandftone,  glide  over  the  impenetrable 
fuiface  of  granite,  furniftiing  an  ample  fupply  to  the  whole 
town,  the  gardens,  and  the  adjacent  farms.  But  in  all  thofe 
places  where  the  fandftone  continues  to  defcend  below  the  fur- 
face,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  granite  bafe  is  funk  beneath  the 
general  level  of  the  country,  the  fprings  that  make  their  appear- 
ance are  few  and  fcanty. 

The  reafoning  that  fuggefts  itfelf  on  thefe  facts  will  lead  to 
the  following  conclufion  : — that  the  citterns  or  cavities  in  the 
fandftone  mountains,  being  corroded  and  fretted  away,  in  the 
lapfe  of  ages,  to  a  greater  depth  than  the  openings  or  conduits 
which  might,  perhaps,  at  one  time  have  given  their  waters 
vent,  the  fprings  can  no  longer  find  their  way  upon  the  fur- 
face,  but,  oozing  imperceptibly  between  the  granite  and  the 
fandftone,  below  the  general  level  of  the  country,  glide  in  fub- 
terraneous  ftreams  to  the  fea» 

I  am  the  more  inclined  to  this  opinion  from  the  experience 
of  feveral  fads.  When  Admiral  Sir  Roger  Curtis  directed  a 
fpace  of  ground,  between  the  Admiralty-houfe  and  the  more  of 
Table  Bay,  to  be  enclofed  as  a  naval  yard,  the  workmen  met 
with  great  impediment  from  the  copious  fprings  of  pure  frefli 
water  that  rufhed  out  of  the  holes,  which  they  found  neceffary 
to  fink  in  the  fand,  for  receiving  the  upright  pofts.  It  is  a 
well  known  fact,  that  on  almoft  every  part  of  the  ifthmus  that 
connects  the  mountainous  peninfula  of  the  Cape  to  the  conti- 
nent, frefh  water  may  be  procured  at  the  depth  of  ten  or  twelve 
feet  below  the  fandy  furface*    Even  in  the  fide  of  the  Tyger 
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Hills,  at  an  elevation  of  twenty  feet,  at  leaft,  above  the  general 
furface  of  the  ifthmus,  when  the  workmen  were  driving  a  level 
in  fearch  of  coal,  a  copious  ftream  of  water  was  collected  within 
it,  in  the  month  of  February,  which  is  the  very  dryeft  feafon 
of  the  year.  And  on  boring,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  on  Wyn- 
berg,  they  came  to  a  rill  of  water  at  the  depth  of  twenty  feet 
below  the  furface. 

I  have  already  noticed,  in  my  journey  to  the  Namaaqua 
country,  that  clear  fubterraneous  ftreams  were  every  where  to 
be  found,  in  that  diftrict,  under  the  fandy  beds  of  the  rivers. 
Water  in  abundance  has  always  been  found  by  digging  wells  in 
Cape  Town.  Indeed  it  would  be  an  abfurdity  to  fuppofe  that, 
in  a  country  where  mountains  abound,  and  thofe  mountains 
for  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  year  hid  in  denfe  clouds,  there 
could  be  any  fcarcity  of  water.  Peculiar  circumftances,  relating 
to  fituation  or  furface,  may  conceal  that  water,  but  it  will  al- 
ways be  difcovered  at  or  near  the  fea-coaft. 

When  the  late  Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Chriftian  ordered  a  well  to 
be  funk  at  Saldanha  Bay,  by  directing  his  attention  rather  to 
the  convenience  of  conveying  the  water  to  the  fhipping,  than  to 
the  certainty  of  obtaining  it,  he  was  led  into  an  error  in  fixing 
upon  the  fpot  for  the  experiment,  which  was  fo  high  above  the 
level  of  the  bay,  and  where  the  ground  was  one  folid  mafs  of 
compact  granite,  that,  after  boring  and  blowing  up  with  gun-* 
powder,  for  feveral  months  with  little  or  no  profpect  of  fuc- 
cefs,  the  operation  was  obliged  to  be  abandoned.  On  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  bay,  where  the  fhore  is  little  elevated  above 
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the  high  water  mark,  feveral  fprings  have  fpcmtaneoufly  burft 
out  of  the  earth,  but  for  want  of  being  properly  opened,  fo  that 
the  water  may  run  off  freely,  they  are  fuffered  to  ftagnate,  and 
become,  as  might  be  expected  from  the  foil  and  climate,  a  little 
brackifh.  All  circumftances  here  are  fully  as  favourable  as  at 
Madras,  where  the  pureft  and  beft  water  is  found  clofe  to  the 
fea  more. 

Thefe  confiderations  are  fo  obvious,  that  I  mould  have 
thought  it  unneceffary  to  have  dwelt  a  moment  upon  the  fub- 
jedt,  were  I  not  perfuaded  that  a  very  general  opinion  prevailed 
with  regard  to  the  difficulty,  if  not  the  impoflibility,  of  fup- 
plying  the  feveral  bays  of  the  colony  with  frefh  water.  I  fhall 
only  fuggeft,  as  another  conclufion  that  may  be  drawn  from 
what  has  been  faid,  that  the  great  depth  of  the  commencement 
of  the  granite  bafe  below  the  furface  may,  perhaps,  better  ac- 
count for  the  moft  confiderable  rivers  of  Northern  Africa  lofing 
themfelves  in  the  fand,  before  they  reach  the  fea,  than  by  fup- 
pofing  the  interior  parts  of  this  continent  to  be  lower  than  the 
level  of  the  ocean  ;  a  conjecture  that  has  been  held,  but  which 
ftrongly  militates  againft  the  general  order  obferved  throughout 
the  univerfe. 

I  have  already  expreffed  my  doubts  with  regard  to  the  Cape 
peninfula  having  originally  been  feparated  from  the  continent  of 
Africa,  according  to  the  general  opinion  of  writers,  who,  draw- 
ing their  conclusions  from  a  fuppofed  retreat  of  the  fea  to  pre- 
vail univerfally,  have  not  given  themfelves  the  trouble  to  exa- 
mine any  further  grounds  for  fuch  a  conjecture.    The  more  I 
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iiave  attended  to  the  ifthmus  that  now  unites  them,  the  more  T 
am  pcrfuaded  that,  inftead  of  its  having,  in  latter  ages,  been 
covered  with  the  fea,  the  time  is  yet  to  come  when  that  event 
will  take  place.  I  have  already  obferved,  that  the  furface  is 
from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  above  the  level  of  high  water  mark; 
that  the  fand  upon  it,  except  where  it  is  drifted  into  ridges,  is 
feldom  three  feet  deep,  and  it  refts  upon  fandftone  or  hard 
gravel.  I  can  now  add,  that  ridges  of  blue  fchiftus  and  granite 
rocks  appear  on  various  parts  of  the  furface  fo  elevated.  Ad- 
mitting that  the  fandftone  and  the  gravel,  which  is  fcarcely  pot- 
fible,  were  the  fragments  of  the  mountains  by  which  this  plain 
i8  enclofed  on  two  fides,  yet  neither  the  fchiftus  nor  the  granite 
could  have  been  adventitious;  thefe  two  materials  muft  have 
been  primeval,  and  they  abound  on  the  moft  elevated  as  well 
as  on  the  lower  parts  of  the  ifthmus ;  in  fituations  that  cannot 
be  lefs  than  one  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  But 
if  the  fea  has  retreated  one  hundred  feet,  in  its  perpendicular 
height,  the  whole  continent  of  Africa  muft  have  been  an  ifland 
at  the  time  that  the  Cape  promontory  was  an  ifland.  What 
changes  may  have  taken  place  with  regard  to  the  canals  and  the 
inland  parts  of  the  ifthmus  of  Suez  in  the  courfe  of  two  or 
three  thoufand  years  it  is  not  neceflary  to  inquire,  but  the 
ifthmus  of  Suez,  fo  long  ago,  was  a  flat  fandy  ifthmus,  not 
much  higher,  nor  lower,  in  all  probability,  than  at  the  prefent 
day. 

I  mail  now  offer  my  reafons  for  fuppofing  the  fea  to  be  gain- 
ing upon  the  land  in  Southern  Africa.  The  plain  thatfkirts  the 
Lion's  Rump,  and  is  warned  by  Table  Bay  and  the  fea,  ufually 

3  called 


SOUTHERN  AFRICA.  65 

called  the  Green  Pointy  is  lower,  much  lower,  than  the  ifthmus, 
and  muft  confequently,  at  the  fame  time,  have  alfo  been  covered 
with  the  fea.    Now  there  is  not  one  Tingle  appearance  to  denote 
that  fuch  has  ever  been  the  cafe.    The  Lion's  Hill  declines  in 
a  gentle  and  uninterrupted  line  into  the  plain,  an  appearance 
which  would  not  have  taken  place  had  it  ever  been  beaten  by 
the  billows  of  the  ocean.    This  is  further  obvious  by  attending 
to  the  fide  of  the  plain  next  to  the  water,  where  (the  loofe  ma- 
terials being  fwept  away  by  the  violence  of  the  furge)  the  rocky 
ridges  of  fchiftus  and,  in  places,  of  granite,  run  like  fo  many 
artificial  piers,  fometimes  to  the  diftance  of  a  mile,  into  the  fea. 
The  whole  mere  of  the  peninfula  is  fcolloped  out  in  the  fame 
manner,  demonftrating  an  encroachment,  rather  than  a  retreat, 
of  the  ocean.    The  two  ridges  alfo  of  the  ifthmus  that  bound 
the  two  bays,  one  to  the  northward  and  the  other  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  are  the  higheft  parts  of  its  furface,  and  feem  to  have  ferved 
the  purpofe  of  flopping  the  progrefs,  rather  than  marking  the  re- 
treat, of  the  fea. 

Indeed,  from  all  the  obfervations  I  have  been  able  to  make 
on  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Africa,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
the  whole  of  L'Aguillas  Bank,  ftretching  from  Cape  Point 
acrofs  the  entrance  of  Falfe  Bay  to  the  mouth  of  Rio  Infante 
or  the  Great  Fifh  River,  and  to  the  thirty-feventh  parallel  of 
fouthern  latitude,  has  at  one  time  formed  a  part  of  the  conti- 
nent. The  very  manner  in  which  it  rounds  from  this  extreme 
point  of  South  Africa  into  the  main  land,  the  materials  that 
compofe  it,  the  indentations  of  the  coaft,  all  formed  in  one  di- 
rection, and  the  manner  in  which  the  fragile  rocks  break  off 
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perpendicularly  from  time  to  time  along  that  coaft,  are  indica- 
tions that  fufficiently  warrant  this  conclufion. 

It  may  alfo  be  obferved,  with  regard  to  the  L'Aguillas  Bank, 
that  the  ftream  of  the  current  ftrikes  ftrongeft  juft  along  the 
outer  margin,  which  I  fuppofe  to  have  formerly  been  the  old 
coaft  of  Africa,  not  only  becaufe  the  foundings  along  this 
margin  are  deeper  than  on  any  other  part  of  the  bank,  but  be- 
caufe the  bottom  is  fine  white  fand,  fuch  as  is  ufually  found  on 
the  fea  mores  ;  and  moft  of  the  interior  parts  of  the  bank,  and 
efpecially  where  it  approaches  the  projecting  points  of  the 
coaft,  are  compofed  of  rock,  and  the  coarfe  fragments  of  com- 
minuted fandftone. 

But  the  ftrong  arguments  advanced  in  favour  of  the  Cape 
ifthmus  having,  at  no  great  period  of  time,  been  covered  with 
the  fea,  refts  on  the  fea-fhells  that  have  been  difcovered  in  the 
fand  that  is  accumulated  on  its  furface.  Such  fhells  may  exift, 
though  I  never  faw  them  except  on  the  fhores  of  the  bays,  but, 
as  I  have  before  obferved,  whole  ftrata  of  thefe  may  be  found 
buried  in  the  fides  of  the  Lion's  Hill,  many  hundred  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  fea.  Thefe  fhells  have  not  been  brought  into 
that  fituation  by  the  waves  of  the  ocean  but  by  birds.  There 
is  fcarcely  a  fheltered  cavern  in  the  fides  of  the  mountains,  that 
rife  immediately  from  the  fea,  where  living  (hell  fifh  may  not 
be  found  any  day  in  the  year.  Crows  even,  and  vultures,  as 
well  as  aquatic  birds,  detach  the  fhell-fifh  from  the  rocks,  and 
mount  with  them  in  their*  beaks  into  the  air ;  fhells  thus  carried 
are  faid  to  be  frequently  found  on  the  very  fummit  even  of 
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the  Table  Mountain.  In  one  cavern,  as  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  at  the  entrace  of  Moffel  Bay,  I  difturbed  fome  thoufands 
of  birds,  and  found  as  many  thoufands  of  living  fliell  fiih 
fcattered  on  the  furface  of  a  heap  of  fhells  that,  for  aught  I 
know,  would  have  filled  as  many  thoufand  waggons.  The 
prefence  of  fhells  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  is  no  argument  for 
the  prefence  of  the  fea. 

We  mould  not,  perhaps,  be  far  amifs  in  affixing  to  Africa 
a  prior  creation  to  any  of  the  other  continents.  Its  vaft  anti- 
quity appears  in  the  very  extraordinary  manner  in  which  the 
fuperior  parts  of  the  great  chain  of  mountains  are  corroded  and 
worn  away;  in  the  immenfely  deep  chafms  in  which  the  rills 
of  water  trickle  down  to  the  fea ;  in  the  difappearance  of  the 
water  fupplied  by  the  heavy  rains ;  and,  above  all,  in  the  com- 
plete decompofition  of  the  feltfpar  into  a  kind  of  femi-indurated 
clay  or  lithomarga ;  and,  as  I  have  feen  in  frequent  inftances, 
pyramidal  cryftals  of  quartz  fo  loofely  fixed  by  the  bafe  into 
mafTes  of  feltfpar  as  eafily  to  be  drawn  out  with  the  fingers,  and 
when  fo  drawn  out,  appearing  corroded,  and  wafted  in  their 
tranfition  to  fome  other  flate. 

I  would  not  here  be  underftood  to  fuppofe  that  the  fea  does 
not  retreat  from  the  more ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a  well  eftablifhed 
fact,  that  in  fome  parts  of  the  world,  and  particularly  in  the 
creeks  of  the  Baltic,  the  fea  has  fubfided  in  a  very  remarkable 
manner.  But  this  retreat  is  partial  and  owing  to  local  circu  in- 
ftances. Had  it  been  general,  and  in  the  fame  degree  as  has 
been  obferved  on  the  Ihores  of  Bothnia,  the  ifthmus  of  Suez 
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mull  have  been  overflown,  and  confcquently  Africa  muft  have 
been  an  ifland,  later  than  2000  years  ago,  whereas  there  is  every 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that,  many  ages  before  that  period,  the 
ifthmus  was  pretty  much  in  the  fame  (late  in  which  it  now  is. 
The  progreffive  retreat  of  the  ocean  cannot  therefore  be  general. 
It  is  evident,  at  the  fame  time,  to  ufe  the  language  of  the  facred 
hiftorian,  "  That  all  the  high  hills,  that  were  under  the  whole 
"  heaven,  were  covered  j"  mountains  that  are  now  feveral  thou- 
fand  feet  above  its  level,  and  as  many  thoufand  miles  removed 
from  its  mores,  bear  the  moft  unequivocal  indications  of  this 
truth.  But  this  effect  may,  perhaps  with  more  plaufibility,  be 
afcribed  to  the  operation  of  fome  fudden  caufe,  fome  convulfion 
in  the  globe  of  the  earth,  or  fome  check  in  its  diurnal  or  annual 
motion,  which  produced  an  univerfal  change  upon  its  furface  ; 
and  by  which  "  the  waters  under  the  heaven  were  gathered  to- 
"  gether  unto  one  place,  and  the  dry  land  appeared."  Whe- 
ther this  change  happened  at  the  firft  creation,  or  the  earth  was 
deluged  at  fome  fubfequent  period,  an  idea  that  the  hiftory  of 
all  the  civilized  nations  on  earth  feem  to  glance  at,  we  muft  be 
content  to  remain  in  ignorance ;  for  man,  with  all  his  boafted 
philofophy,  will  never  be  able  to  folve  the  queftions  which  the 
Hebrew  poet  has  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  Almighty.  "  Who 
*  fhut  up  the  fea  with  doors,  when  it  brake  forth,  as  if  it  bad 
"  iffued  out  of  the  womb  ?  When  I  made  the  cloud  the  gar- 
"  ment  thereof  and  thick  darknefs  a  fwaddling  band  for  it,  and 
•*  brake  up  for  it  my  decreed  place,  and  fet  bars  and  doors,  and 
•*  faid,  Hitherto  fhalt  thou  come  but  no  further,  and  here  mail 
u  thy  proud  waves  be  flayed  V* 
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Before  we  croffed  the  mountains  through  the  Attaquas  kloof,  I 
had  occafion  to  vifit  Moffel  Bay,  which  lies  about  24  miles  to 
the  fouthward  of  it.  The  uncertainty  of  procuring  an  annual 
fupply  of  grain,  fufficient  for  the  confumption  of  the  town  and 
the  garrifon,  on  account  of  the  frequent  failure  in  the  crops, 
had  determined  the  government  to  renew  the  encouragement 
which  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  had  found  it  prudent  to 
hold  out  for  the  cultivation  of  corn  in  that  part  of  the  diftrict 
of  Zwellendam  which  was  contiguous  to  Moffel  Bay.  The 
building  they  caufed  to  be  ere&ed  for  depofiting  grain  was  ca- 
pable of  containing  ten  thoufand  bufhels,  and  was  faid  to  be  fre- 
quently filled ;  but  the  whole  quantity  I  was  able  to  procure 
in  the  neighbourhood,  at  an  advanced  price,  including  both 
wheat  and  barley,  did  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred  bufhels. 

The  Dutch  were  in  poffeffion  of  a  few  charts  of  the  coaft  and 
bays,  within  the  limits  of  the  fettlement,  but  they  were  con- 
fidered  by  Admiral  Pringle  fo  very  incorrect,  that  he  difpatched 
his  Majefty's  brig  the  Hope,  having  on  board  Lieutenant  Rice, 
as  I  have  already  obferved,  with  instructions  to  furvey,  and 
take  the  foundings  of,  all  the  bays  to  the  eaftward,  but  particu- 
larly of  Moffel  Bay,  Plettenberg's  Bay,  and  Algoa  Bay.  From 
this  furvey  the  annexed  chart  of  Moffel  Bay  was  copied,  as  alfo 
the  following  obfervations : 

The  outermoft  point  of  the  bay,  called  Cape  Saint  Blaize,  lies* 
in  latitude  340  io'  fouth ;  longitude  220  18'  eaft  (I  make  it  in 
the  general  chart  which  I  constructed  220  45'  eaft).  The  varia- 
tion of  the  compafs  in  1797.  was  270  54"  weft.    The  time  of 
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high  water  at  full  and  change  about  3  o'clock,  and  the  rife  and 
fall  of  the  tides  fix  or  feven  feet.  During  the  fummer  months, 
when  the  winds  blow  between  eaft  and  fouth,  or  directly  into 
the  bay,  a  heavy  fwell  breaks  upon' the  beach,  which  makes  it 
dangerous,  and  frequently  impracticable,  for  boats  to  land  ; 
but  thefe  winds  are  never  fo  violent,  nor  To  lafting,  as  at  the 
Cape ;  and  mips  may  ride  at  anchor  in  perfect  fecurity  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  landing  place.  The  fouth- 
weft  winds,  that  frequently  blow  with  great  violence  from  April 
to  September,  bring  into  the  bay  a  mod  tremendous  fea,  fetting 
round  Cape  Saint  Blaize.  At  this  feafon  of  the  year  it  would 
be  highly  imprudent  for  mips  to  enter  Mo  (Tel  Bay. 

A  rill  of  water  glides  over  the  fandy  beach,  where  there  is  the 
beft  landing,  and  is  eafily  conveyed  into  calks  in  the  boats,  by 
means  of  a  hofe.  To  the  fouth-eaft  of  this  landing  place  is 
another  fmall  cove  tolerably  fheltered.  and  deep  enough  to  ad- 
mit veffels  of  ten  or  twelve  feet  draught  of  water.  At  either 
of  thefe  coves  piers  for  landing  and  fhipping  goods  might  con- 
veniently be  conftruded,  and  at  a  fmall  expence,  as  materials 
may  be  procured  upon  the  fpot.  Boats,  however,  may  land  at 
every  part  of  the  bay  ;  and  the  adjacent  country  would  eafily 
afford  fupplies  for  about  five  hundred  men. 

The  mouths  of  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  bay  are  generally 
blocked  up  with  fand.  They  abound  with  various  kinds  of 
fifh,  and  on  the  rocky  parts  of  the  coaft  are  plenty  of  mufcles 
and  excellent  oyfters. 

1.  We 
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We  crofTed  the  mountains,  over  the  Attaquas  Pafs,  on  the 
1 8th  of  March,  and  entered  the  Lange  Kloof  or  Long  Valley; 
very  properly  fo  called,  being  a  flip  of  level  ground,  from  a 
mile  to  two  miles  in  width,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  in  length,  hemmed  in  between  two  high  ridges  of  moun- 
tains. Here  we  met  with,  at  almoft  every  farm,  an  excellent 
vineyard  of  the  Mufcatel  and  Perfian  grape,  both  at  this  time 
fully  ripe  ;  we  obferved  alfo  extenfive  plantations  of  tobacco, 
and  a  variety  of  fruit  trees.  The  oranges  were  large  and  re- 
markably good.  Not  with  (landing  the  great  plenty,  and  the  good 
quality  of  the  grapes,  the  inhabitants  made  little  wine,  and  that 
little  was  execrably  bad.  The  diftance,  indeed,  from  a  market, 
and  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  hold  out  little  encouragement  to  the 
farmer,  either  for  extending  the  quantity  or  improving  the  qua- 
lity of  this  article.  Raifins,  being  a  more  tranfportable  com- 
modity, are  more  the  object  of  their  attention  than  wine.  The 
making  of  thefe  requires  a  very  fimple  procefs.  The  bunch  of 
grapes  is  firft  immerfed  in  a  ftrong  folution  of  wood  allies,  and 
afterwards  laid  upon  a  ftage  covered  with  rufh  matting,  until  it 
be  thoroughly  dried.  The  bruifed  grapes,  the  undergrowings, 
the  ftalks  and  expreffed  hufks,  with  the  lees  or  dregs  of  new 
wine,  are  thrown  together  into  large  veflels  until  they  ferment, 
and  are  then  diftilled  into  a  fort  of  brandy.  From  trafli  like 
this  is  moll  of  the  ardent  fpirit  manufactured  which  is  fold  in 
the  Cape  under  the  name  of  Brandcwyn,  and  which,  from  its- 
cheapnefs  and  bad  quality,  not  only  poifons  the  bodies,  but  alfa 
corrupts  the  morals  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  town,  and  the 
country  farmers. 
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I  have  already  had  occafion  to  notice  the  injudicious  and 
flovenly  manner  that  is  generally  practifed  at  the  Cape  in 
•the  making  of  wine,  and  in  the  management  of  the  vineyard. 
I  can  now  venture  to  fpeak  pofitively  as  to  the  fact,  that  wine 
of  a  quality  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  the  Rhenifh,  may  be  pro- 
duced in  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.    Mr.  Pringle,  his  Majefty's 
Commiffary-General,  and  agent  for  the  Honourable  Eaft  India 
Company,  purchafed  a  fmall  farm  on  which  was  a  vineyard  that, 
for  many  years.,  had  been  totally  neglected.    By  way  of  making 
the  experiment,  he  caufed  it  to  be  dreffed  and  properly  pruned, 
and,  depending  upon  the  directions  laid  down  in  the  Encyclo- 
pedic des  Cojina'ijfanccs  Humaincs,  and  Valmont  de  Bomare's 
Dictionary,  rather  than  upon  the  knowledge  of  the  Cape  boors, 
he  fucceeded,  much  beyond  his  moft  fanguine  expectations,  in 
obtaining  a  clear  pleafant  wine,  free  from  any  extraneous  tafte, 
and  approaching  fo  near  to  Hock,  that  very  good  judges  might 
have  miftaken  the  one  for  the  other.    The  chief  precautions 
taken  by  him  were,  to  feparate  the  ripe  from  the  unripe  fruit, 
the  found  from  the  decayed,  and  to  remove  them  from  the 
ftalk,  which  none  of  the  wine  farmers  of  the  Cape  take  the 
pains  to  do :   he  kept  the  muft  in  open  veffels,  until  it  had 
undergone  the  laft  degree  of  vinous  fermentation,  and  then 
drew  it  off  into  clofe  veffels,  where  it  remained  without  molefta- 
tion  for  twelve  months.    In  like  manner,  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  the  different  wines  of  Europe  might  all  be  made  here 
by  proper  treatment ;  for,  I  again  repeat  what  I  have  before 
obferved,  that  in  no  part  of  the  world  are  better  grapes  pro- 
duced than  at  the  Cape.    Vines  grow  here  on  any  foil,  and 
require  but  very  little  attention.     Many  thoufand  acres  of 
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ground,  now  totally  neglected,  might  be  planted  with  vineyards 
within  fight  of  the  Table  Mountain. 

Our  march  along  the  Lange  Kloof  was  delightfully  pleafant. 
The  road  was  extremely  good,  the  country  cheerful,  being 
moftly  covered  with  grafs  or  ftirubby  plants,  exhibiting  from  a 
diftance  a  continuance  of  verdant  lawns,  which  are  not  fre- 
quent in  this  colony,  by  much  the  greater  portion  of  the  furface 
being  either  extenfive  waftes  of  karroo  almoft  without  a  veftige 
of  vegetation,  or  naked  ranges  of  mountains.  Here  too  there 
was  a  fufficiency  of  water  to  admit  of  farm-houfes  being  placed 
at  the  regulated  diftance  of  three  miles.  The  Hoping  fides  of 
the  valley  were  covered  with  a  great  variety  of  fplendid  heaths, 
in  the  height  of  their  bloflbm,  of  the  ftirub  called  gnidia%  of  the 
fhowy  and  everlafting  Xcranthemum,  and  a  profufion  of  other 
plants  that  the  eye  of  a  botanift  would  have  feafted  upon  with 
avidity.  But  the  nature  of  our  expedition  would  only  admit  of 
a  glance  in  pairing. 

Having  proceeded  along  the  Kloof  to  that  part  which  is  nearly 
oppofite  to  Plettenberg's  Bay,  we  found  it  necefiary  to  halt  a 
few  days  in  order  to  refrefh  the  horfes.  In  the  mean  time  I 
crofted  the  mountains,  agreeably  to  my  instructions,  and  aflem- 
bled  the  wood-cutters  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bay,  to  enter  into  a 
contract  with  them  for  a  fupply  of  timber  for  the  public  fervice 
at  the  Cape.  Independent  of  the  wants  of  the  government,  it 
was  confidered  advifeablc,  at  this  juncture,  to  furnifh  thefe  peo- 
ple with  employment,  in  order  to  keep  them  at  home;  for 
fuch  is  the  nature  of  an  African  boor,  that,  having  nothing  par- 
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ticular  to  engage  his  attention,  he  is  glad  of  an  excufe  to  ride 
to  the  diftance  of  eight  or  ten  days,  whether  it  be  to  a  church  or 
to  a  vendue,  to  hunt  elephants  or  to  plunder  the  Kaffers. 

In  juftice,  however,  to  the  farmers  of  the  Plettenberg  Bay 
diftricl,  they  are  the  only  clafs  of  people,  in  the  whole  colony, 
that  deferve  the  name  of  being  induftrious.  To  fell  the  large 
trees,  that  are  now  only  to  be  procured  in  deep  glens,  and  then 
to  drag  them  out,  is  a  work  of  labour  and  toil ;  and  their  pro- 
fits are  fo  trifling,  that  few  of  them  are  enabled  to  purchafe 
{laves,  and  of  courfe  are  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  working 
themfelves. 

The  vaft  foreft,  commencing  oppofite  MofTel  Bay,  and  run- 
ning along  the  feet  of  the  mountains,  on  the  fouth  fide,  almoft 
to  Algca  Bay,  naturally  excites  an  inquiry  into  the  caufes  that 
have  promoted  the  growth  of  trees  in  this  particular  fpot,  when 
all  the  reft  of  the  country,  in  comparifon  to  this  tract  of 
land,  may  be  confidered  as  a  barren  defert.  The  fame  caufe, 
by  which  I  endeavoured  to  account  for  the  abundance,  and  for 
the  fcarcity  of  fprings,  namely,  the  fituation  of  the  granitic  bafe 
of  the  mountains,  will  perhaps  explain  alfo  the  growth  of  thefe 
forefts.  At  the  diftance  of  every  two  or  three  miles,  a  current 
of  water  burfts  out  of  this  chain  of  mountains,  whofe  banks  are 
covered  with  trees,  in  fome  places  down  to  the  fea-fhpre.  In  like 
manner,  the  foot  of  the  Table  Mountain  at  the  Cape  was  fkirted 
with  a  foreft,  of  which,  at  prefent,  not  a  veftige  remains,  on  the 
fide  next  the  town ;  but,  in  the  deep  glens  behind  the  moun- 
tain, and  on  the  fide  next  to  the  ifthmus,  there  are  ftill  exten- 
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five  thickets,  among  which  the  greateft  number  of  the  trees, 
peculiar  to  Sputhern  Africa,  are  to  be  found,  and  fome  of  them 
of  a  very  confiderable  fize. 

The  circumftance  of  there  being  plenty  of  timber  at  Pletten- 
berg's Bay,  and  abundance  of  unoccupied  land  of  a  good  foil, 
well  watered,  and  fit  for  any  cultivation,  had  induced  a  wealthy 
merchant  of  Holland,  on  the  reftoration  of  the  colony  to  its  an- 
cient pofTeffors,  to  obtain  permiffion  for  carrying  into  effect  a 
plan  that  would,  no  doubt,  have  proved  highly  beneficial  to  the 
fettlement  at  large  in  a  variety  of  ways.  He  had  obtained  a 
grant  from  the  government  of  the  whole  diftrict  of  Plettenberg's 
Bay,  on  condition  of  paying  a  certain  annual  rent.  This  dif- 
trict he  meant  to  divide  into  one  hundred  parcels,  upon  which 
were  to  be  placed  one  hundred  induftrious  families  from  Europe, 
Dutch  or  German,  to  be  fent  over  with  ftock,  utenfils,  imple- 
ments of  hufbandry,  and  every  other  article  that  was  requifite 
to  carry  on  the  ufeful  trades,  and  to  till  the  ground.  None  of 
them  was  to  be  allowed  a  fingle  flave  ;  but  it  was  recommended 
to  encourage  the  Hottentots  to  every  kind  of  ufeful  labour. 
The  war,  however,  I  imagine,  has,  for  the  prefent,  fufpended 
the  execution  of  this  laudable  plan,  which,  there  is  every  rea- 
fon  to  fuppofe,  would  have  fucceeded  to  the  height  of  the  wifhes 
of  him  who  projected  it. 

The  obfervations  with  regard  to  the  winds,  and  the  fwell  of  the 
iea  fetting  into  Plettenberg's  Bay,  will  equally  apply  to  this  and  to 
Moffel  Bay,  the  pofition  of  both  being  fimilar.  It  fcarcely  feems 
capable,  by  any  expence,  of  being  rendered  fecure  even  for  fmall 
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craft,  in  the  winter  months ;  but,  in  the  fummer  feafon,  mips 
may  remain  without  any  danger.    There  is,  however,  an  arm 
of  the  fea,  at  the  diftance  of  about  18  miles  to  the  weftward  of 
PI  :ttenberg's  Bay,  which  may  one  day  become  an  important 
Itation.  It  is  called  the  Knyfna.  In  a  former  vifit  to  this  coun- 
try, I  obferved  that  the  tide  fet  into  it  through  a  narrow  paffage 
or  portal,  as  into  a  dock  :  that  this  paffage,  though  narrow,  and 
not  quite  clear  of  rocks,  would  admit  of  fmall  veffels.  Since 
that  time,  Mr.  Calandar,  a  gentleman  formerly  belonging  to 
the  navy,  has  made  a  particular  furvey  of  this  arm  of  the  fea, 
of  which  the  annexed  is  a  plan.    He  obferves  that  the  depth  of 
water,  and  great  extent,  of  the  Knyfna,  running  into  the  very 
centre  of  fine  forefts,  render  it  a  raoft  eligible  place  for  building 
and  repairing  fhips.    That  veffels  of  five  hundred  tons  and  up- 
wards, deeply  laden,  may  pafs  the  portal ;  and  that  much  larger 
might  be  built  therein  and  fent  out  light,  to  be  completed  in 
Plettenberg's  Bay.    That  the  forefts  contain  feveral  different 
kinds  of  durable  and  well  grown  timber,  fit  for  that  valuable 
purpofe,  as  well  as  abundance  of  mafts  and  yards.    The  native 
fir,  called  geel  hout  (Ilex  crocea),  grows  to  upwards  of  fixty 
feet  in  length,  and  to  five,  fix,  and  even  eight  feet  in  diameter ; 
which  is  alfo  the  cafe  with  the  native  oak,  bearing  an  acorn  ex- 
actly like  that  of  Europe,  but  called  here,  on  account  of  a  ftrong 
and  difagreeable  fmell  which  it  emits  when  green,  the  ftinkwood 
tree  (Quercus  Africana).    That  the  fmell,  however,  is  attended 
with  the  peculiar  advantage  of  preventing  the  worm  from  at- 
tacking it. 
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The  extent  of  the  forefts,  beginning  at  MofTel  Bay,  and  run- 
ning eaftward  parallel  to  the  fea-coaft,  is  at  Ieaft  two  hundred 
and  fifty  Englifh  miles,  and  the  breadth  from  the  feet  of  the 
mountains  to  the  fea  is  ten,  fifteen,  and  in  fome  places  twenty, 
miles.    A  great  part  of  this  tract  is  compofed  of  large  and  beau- 
tiful plains,  interfered  by  numerous  rivers,  and  abounding  in 
lakes  full  of  excellent  fifh.    The  ground  is  well  calculated  either 
For  pafturage  or  tillage,  and  capable  of  complete  irrigation  ;  but, 
adds  this  gentleman,  the  farmers  here,  as  well  as  in  all  other 
parts  of  the  colony,  are  lazy  beyond  defcription  ;  the  grounds, 
held  by  each,  being  fufficient  for  a  great  number  of  induftrious 
families.    He  concludes  his  remarks  by  an  opinion,  that  the  flip 
of  land,  fituated  between  the  firft  chain  of  mountains  and  the 
fea  coaft,  and  from  Zwellendam  to  Algoa  Bay,  if  well  flocked 
with  inhabitants,  fo  that  each  would  be  under  the  neceflity  of 
labouring  for  a  fubfiftence,  would  not  only  be  able  to  furnifli 
a  fupply  of  grain  for  the  whole  colony,  but  would  afford  alfo  a 
furplus  for  exportation. 

Although  I  cannot  exactly  fubfcribe  to  this  opinion,  yet  I  am 
firmly  perfuaded  that,  with  the  addition  of  the  tract  of  coun- 
try between  the  north  range  of  mountains  and  the  weft  coaft, 
and  from  Saint  Helena  Bay  to  the  Cape,  the  whole  mafs  of 
people  within  the  prefent  limits  of  the  colony  might  be  more 
comfortably  fubfifted  than  they  now  are,  and  an  abundance  of 
corn  and  cattle,  wine,  and  other  necefTaries,  Over  and  above,  for  a 
garrifon  of  five  thoufand  men,  and  for  a  fleet  containing  an  equal 
number  of  fouls.  But  in  order  to  make  the  country  produce  this 
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fupply,  it  would  be  necefiary  to  procure  a  new  race  of  inhabit- 
ants, or  to  change  the  nature  of  the  old  ones. 

It  is  no  eafy  matter  to  convey,  by  any  defcription,  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  condition  of  the  peafantry  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope ;  fo  inconceivably  different  is  it  from  that  of  the 
fame  clafs  in  Europe,  or  indeed  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
The  farmers  in  the  back-fettlements  of  North  America  are  en- 
abled, by  hard  labour,  to  raife  a  fuperfluity  of  provifions  beyond 
their  own  confumption,  chiefly,  however,  in  the  article  of 
grain  ;  of  animal  food  they  have  no  redundancy.  The  pea- 
fantry of  Europe  labour  fix  days  in  the  week,  the  greater  part 
of  whom  can  barely  earn  a  fcanty  fubfiftence  for  themfelves 
and  their  families.  But  a  boor  of  the  Cape  neither  knows  the 
corroding  pain  of  an  empty  ftomach,  nor  hears  his  children 
cry  for  a  morfel  of  bread, — of  meat  I  ought  to  fay.  for  bread 
they  rarely  tafte.  A  traveller,  on  entering  their  miferable 
hovels,  needs  never  defpair  of  finding  their  tenants  unprovided. 
Salted  beef,  or  fiefh  of  the  larger  kinds  of  game,  he  will  generally 
find  hanging  in  the  chimney,  and  it  is  an  equal  chance  that  the 
whole  or  greater  part  of  a  flaughtered  fheep  mould  be  fuf- 
pended  from  the  roof.  A  Cape  boor  never  works.  Every  day 
throughout  the  whole  year  is  to  him  a  holiday.  The  greateft 
exertion  he  ever  makes,  and  which  has  pleafure  for  its  object 
as  well  as  profit,  is  the  killing  of  game.  Nor  is  the  exercife 
he  takes  on  fuch  occafions  to  be  meafured  by  the  activity, 
energy,  or  the  fatigue  that  an  European  fportfman  muft  fome- 
times  undergo.    A  Dutch  boor,  in  the  firft  inftance,  never 
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traverfes  the  heath  on  foot,  but  generally  fires  from  the  faddle. 
He  confiders  the  labour  even  of  carrying  his  mufquet  to  be 
too  fatiguing,  and,  therefore,  has  a  Hottentot  boy  trained  to 
ride  or  to  run  after  him  as  his  armour-bearer,  an  office  not 
likely  in  this  country  ever  to  be  productive  of  rank  or  emo- 
lument. 

Such,  however,  are  the  miftaken  notions  imbibed  by  liften- 
ing  to  perfons  who  are  either  really  ignorant,  or  interefted  to 
miilead,  that  the  peafantry  of  the  Cape  have  been  reprefented 
as  a  poor  and  diftrefled  people,  overwhelmed  with  debt,  bur- 
dened with  taxes,  and  opprelTed  by  the  government  in  a  variety 
of  ways.  How  far  fuch  ftatements  are  founded  in  truth,  will 
I  beft  be  fhewn  in  our  ftatiftical  {ketch  of  the  fettlement.  In 
the  mean  time  I  lhall  juft  obferve,  as  a  pofition  to  be  proved 
hereafter,  that  the  peafantry  of  the  Cape  are  better  fed,  more 
indolent,  more  ignorant,  and  more  brutal,  than  any  fet  of  men, 
bearing  the  reputation  of  being  civilized,  upon  the  face  of  the 
whole  earth. 

I  have  frequently  had  occafion  to  notice  the  abundance  of 
iron  ore  in  almoft  every  part  of  Southern  Africa,  fome  of  which 
was  fo  rich  in  metal  as  to  contain  from  feventy  to  eighty  per 
cent.,  but  that  the  total  want  of  fuel  rendered  it  ufelefs.  Here, 
however,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  forefts,  that  objection  is  re- 
moved j  and  the  ores  might,  in  all  probability,  be  melted  to 
advantage,  as  all  kinds  of  iron  work  are  prodigioufly  dear  at 
the  Cape.  We  were  told  that,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Knyfna,  another  large  mafs  of  native  iron  had  been  difcovered, 
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fimilar  to  that  which  I  mentioned  to  have  feen  in  the  plains  of 
the  Ziiure  Veldt,  and  which  I  then  fuppofed  the  Kaffers  to  have 
carried  thither  from  the  fea  more.    I  paid  little  attention  to  the 
report  at  that  time  ;  but  fince  my  return  to  the  Cape,  the  disco- 
very of  a  third  mafs,  in  an  extraordinary  Situation,  the  very 
fummit  of  Table  Mountain,  excited  a  flronger  degree  of  cu- 
riofity.    I  imagined  the  firft  to  have  been  the  flat  part  of  an 
anchor,  although  it  was  deftitute  of  any  particular  fhape,  but 
in  this  of  Table  Mountain,  which  may  weigh  from  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  fixty  pounds,  there  appeared 
fome  faint  traces  of  the  Shape  of  the  fiook,  or  the  broad  part  of 
the  arm  which  takes  hold  of  the  ground.    It  was  found  half  bu- 
ried in  fand  and  quartz  pebbles,  every  part,  as  well  under  as 
above  ground,  much  corroded,  and  the  cavities  filled  with  peb- 
bles, which,  however,  did  not  appear  to  be  component  parts  of 
the  mafs,  not  being  angular,  but  evidently  rounded  by  attrition. 
As,  in  the  firft  inftance,  I  fuppofe  the  Kaffers  to  have  carried 
the  mafs  into  the  fituation  where  it  was  difcovered;  fo  alfo, 
with  regard  to  the  latter,  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  mufl  have 
been  brought  upon  the  fummit  of  the  mountain  by  the  native 
Hottentots,  as  to  a  place  of  fafety,  when  Bartholomew  Diaz, 
or  fome  of  the  early  Portuguefe  navigators,  landed  firft:  in  this 
country.    Others,  however,  who  have  feen  and  examined  the 
mafs  are  of  opinion,  that  it  muft  have  been  placed  in  its  prefent 
fituation  at  a  period  long  antecedent  to  the  difcovery  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  by  Europeans.    Be  that  as  it  may,  the  re- 
femblance  it  bears  to  part  of  an  anchor,  with  the  Neptunian 
appearances  of  various  parts  of  Southern  Africa,  which  are 
particularly  Striking  in  the  formation  of  the  Table  Mountain, 
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prefs  ftrongly  on  the  recollection  the  beautiful  obfervation  of  the 
Latin  poet. 

"  Vidi  ego,  quod  fuerat  quondam  folidiffima  tellu» 

"  Effe  fretum.    Vidi  faftas  cx  acquorc  terras, 

"  Et  procul  a  pelago  conchae  jacuere  marinae 

"  Et  vetus  inventa  eft  in  montibus  anchora  fummij." 

**  The  face  of  places,  and  their  forms,  decay ; 
"  And  that  is  folid  earth  that  once  was  fea: 
*'  Seas  in  their  turn,  retreating  from  the  more, 
"  Make  folid  land  what  ocean  was  before  ; 
"  Far  from  the  (hore  are  (hells  of  fiflies  found, 
**  And  rufty  anchors  fix'd  on  mountain-ground." 

It  may  be  obferved,  by  the  way,  that  Mr.  Dryden  has  re- 
verfed  the  idea  of  the  poet  in  the  firft  couplet  of  his  tranflation, 
and  continued  the  fame  in  his  fecond,  making  only  the  land  to 
gain  on  the  fea,  inftead  of  contrafting  it  with  the  oppofite  effect 
of  the  fea  encroaching  on  the  land.  Obferving  this  to  a  fon  of 
my  ingenious  and  learned  friend  Doctor  Tytler,  a  boy  of  twelve 
years  of  age,  he  requefted  to  have  the  Latin  lines,  and  imme- 
diately produced  the  following  flanzas  : 

"  Turn'd  into  fea  I've  feen  the  earth 

'*  Diffolved  in  the  wave, 
"  And  from  the  fea  new  hills  fpring  forth, 

"  And  their  broad  backs  upheave. 

**  And  far  from  ocean's  utmoft  bounds, 

"  Shells  have  difcovered  been, 
"  And  on  the  tops  of  rifing  grounds 

**  Old  rufty  anchors  feen." 
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"  In  my  laft  journey  up  the  mountain  I  obferved,  alfo,  about 
midway,  feveral  arborizations  on  ftones,  thofe  of  the  fern  tribe 
very  diftinc"l  ;  and  in  the  fame  ftratum,  which  is  ftrongly  co- 
loured with  iron,  I  difcovered  feveral  large  maffes  of  pyramidal 
cryftals  of  quartz,  and  fine  fpecimens  of  hsematite  or  blood- 
ftone. 

In  our  return  over  the  mountains  from  Plettenberg's  Bay 
little  occurred  to  attract  attention.  The  Sparmannia  in  the 
woods,  with  its  large  leaves  of  light  green,  contrafted  with  the 
dark  and  (lender  foliage  of  the  yellow  wood  tree,  and  the  ftill 
darker  Eckbergia,  with  the  lofty  fummits  of  the  naked  mountains 
rifing  far  above  them,  afforded  fcenery  for  the  pencil  extremely 
picturefque  and  beautiful.  The  fibres  of  the  bark  of  the  Spar- 
mannia make  an  excellent  kind  of  hemp,  fuperior  in  ftrength  to 
that  of  the  Hib'ifcus^  which  I  mentioned  to  have  found  on  a  for- 
mer vifit  to  this  bay.  Saplings  of  this  tree  the  fecond  year  rife  in 
a  clear  item  to  the  height  of  fix  feet,  fo  that  in  the  event  of  any 
future  eflablifhment  being  made  at  Plettenberg's  Bay,  the  Spar- 
mannia may  become  a  very  ufeful  plant.  The  Gardenia  Tbun- 
bcrgia,  or  the  wild  Cape  JelTamine,  being  in  the  height  of  its 
bloiTom,  gave  out  fo  powerful  a  fcent,  that,  in  the  evening, 
it  could  be  felt  at  the  diftance  of  feveral  miles.  The 
Nympbaa  cerulea^  and  another  fpecies  of  a  fmaller  fize  with  fpear- 
(haped  leaves  {foliis  hajlatis),  and  rofe-coloured  petals,  orna- 
mented the  margins  of  the  Keurboom  River;  and  the  Wachen- 
dorfia  with  the  Aletris  Uvaria  were  common  in  all  the  boggy 
grounds.  The  ftately  white  Strelitzias^  which  are  found  only 
on  the  banks  of  the  Pifang  River,  were  alfo  now  in  flower. 

The 
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The  Protcee  (^rand'tflora:^  on  the  fummit  of  the  mountains,  re- 
fembled,  in  their  fize  and  appearance,  old  ftunted  oaks.  Heaths 
alfo  were  very  large,  and  bulbous  rooted  plants  in  great  abund- 
ance. We  found,  likewife,  growing  among  the  rocks,  numbers 
of  that  fingular  plant  the  Yamus  Elephantipes,  fo  called  from 
the  refemblance  of  its  large  tuberous  root,  rifing  above  the  fur- 
face  of  the  ground,  to  the  foot  of  the  elephant : — but  I  am  de- 
viating too  far  from  the  title  I  have  prefixed  to  this  Chapter, 
in  making  obfervations  on  natural  hiftory,  which,  indeed,  the 
nature  of  the  expedition  was  not  well  calculated  to  promote.  I 
might,  however,  with  more  propriety,  perhaps,  have  called  it  a 
Mifcellaneous  Chapter,  as  it  is  not  meant  to  be  confined  to  one 
object. 

The  diftrict  of  Plettenberg's  Bay  is  in  fact  a  rich  field  for  the 
naturalift.  Let  his  favourite  purfuit  be  what  it  may,  botany, 
ornithology,  or  zoology,  he  may  here  indulge  his  inclination. 
The  greateft  part  of  the  foreft  trees  ftill  remain  unexamined. 
The  birds  are  numerous,  and  have  ferioufly  been  attacked  by  no 
other  collector  than  Mr.  Le  Vaillant,  of  whom  Mr.  Meeding, 
for  many  years  the  poftholder  at  the  bay,  fpeaks  as  being  an 
excellent  fhot  at  fmall  birds,  and  a  moft  indefatigable  purfuer  of 
them.  Of  animals,  from  the  little  taillefs  das  or  Cavy,  and  the 
pigmy  Antelope,  to  the  huge  Elephant,  the  woods  of  Sitfikamma 
furnifh  great  variety.  The  Plain  of  Hartebeejls  abounds  with 
that  noble  fpecies  of  the  antelope  tribe  from  which  it  takes  its 
name  ;  and  every  thicket  is  filled  with  the  beautiful  Bojbok^  or 
Bufh  deer,  remarkable  for  its  fpotted  haunches,  and  ftill  more 
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fo  from  the  near  refemblance  of  its  cry  to  the  barking  of  a 
dog. 

On  reaching  our  quarters  in  Lange  Kloof  we  were  agreeably 
furprized  to  find  that  the  fhoes  of  all  our  horfes  had  been  re- 
moved, and  new  ones  placed  on  fuch  as  wanted  them.  This 
had  been  a  matter  of  ferious  confideration  from  the  firft  day  of 
our  expedition  ;  for,  as  the  horfes  of  the  colony  are  never  lhod, 
except  thofe  in  the  hands  of  the  Englifh,  we  could  hardly  flatter 
ourfelves  that  we  mould  meet  with  any  perfon  in  the  interior 
of  the  country,  capable  of  undertaking  fuch  an  operation.  A 
young  man,  however,  born  deaf  and  dumb,  without  ever  hav- 
ing feen  a  horfe-fhoe  before,  made  feveral  new  ones,  and  re- 
placed others  with  as  much  care  and  neatnefs,  as  one  that  had 
been  brought  up  to  the  bufinefs  of  a  farrier.  This  ingenious 
young  man,  the  only  one  I  can  fafely  fay  that  I  ever  met  with 
in  the  courfe  of  my  travels  in  this  country,  fupported,  by  his 
labour,  a  worthlefs  drunken  father,  and  a  number  of  brothers 
and  fitters. 

Nothing  of  moment  occurred  until  we  reached  the  borders  of 
the  Camtoos  River,  which  divides  the  diftrit~t  of  Zwellendam 
from  that  of  Graaf  Reynet.  Being  paffable  only  by  waggons 
at  one  ford,  we  encamped  there,  as  the  mod  eligible  fituation 
for  keeping  open  a  communication  between  Brigadier  General 
Vandeleur  and  the  Cape.  Scarcely,  however,  had  we  arrived 
when  an  exprefs  from  the  General  directed  us  to  proceed  to 
Algoa  Bay. 

The 
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The  country  between  the  Camtoos  River  and  this  bay  is  ex- 
tremely rich  and  beautiful.  Like  a  gentleman's  park,  or  plea- 
fure  grounds,  in  England,  the  iurface  is  diverfified  with  thickets 
and  knots  of  ftately  trees,  planted,  however,  by  the  fpontaneous 
and  free  hand  of  nature.  The  knolls  are  covered  with  thick 
grafs,  which,  for  want  of  cattle  to  eat  it  off,  is  fuffered  to  rot 
upon  the  ground,  or  is  partially  burnt  off  towards  the  end  of 
fummer  to  make  room  for  the  young  blades  to  moot  up  with 
the  earlieft  rains  of  winter.  It  is  greatly  to  be  lamented  that  fo 
fine  a  country  mould  be  fuffered  to  remain  in  total  neglect.  A 
few  indolent  boors  grafp  the  whole  diftrict,  which,  when  in  the 
pofleffion  of  the  rightful  owners,  the  KafFersand  the  Hottentots, 
fome  thirty  years  ago,  maintained  many  thoufand  families  by 
the  numbers  of  their  cattle  it  was  found  capable  of  fupporting. 
The  fmall  game,  which  here  are  plentiful,  gramineous  roots, 
the  bulbs  of  the  iris,  of  the  wild  garlick,  and  of  the  Cyanella, 
the  filaments  and  anthers  of  whofe  ftamens  bear  a  remarkable 
refemblance  to  the  fingers  and  nails  of  the  human  hand,  toge- 
gether  with  the  feeds  of  the  Strelitzia  Reginse,  and  a  variety  of 
wild  berries,  were  the  chief  articles  of  fubfiftence  of  the  Hot- 
tentot tribes,  and  milk  was  the  principal  food  of  the  KaiFers. 

Algoa  Bay  has  little  to  recommend  it  as  a  refort  for  fhipping. 
Like  all  the  other  Bays,  upon  the  fame  coaft,  it  is  dire&ly  open 
to  the  fouth-eaft  winds,  which,  however,  are  lefs  dangerous, 
becaufe  lefs  violent,  than  thofe  which  blow  from  weft  and  fouth- 
weft.  The  difturbances  of  Graaf  Reynet  have  caufed  a  number 
of  ihips  to  vifit  this  bay  from  the  Cape,  but  fcarcely  one  that 
has  been  there  has  efcaped  accidents  happening  to  their  boats  in 

1  attempt- 


86 


TRAVELS  IN 


attempting  to  land.  Almofl:  a  perpetual  fwell  rolls  upon  the 
the  fandy  beach.  Being,  however,  fo  conveniently  fituated  for 
an  enemy  to  communicate  with  the  rebellious  boors  of  Graaf 
Reynet,  and  equally  fo  with  the  Kaffers,  General  Dundas 
thought  it  advifable  to  ftation  at  the  bay  a  few  troops,  and  to 
erect  a  fmall  block-houfe  for  their  protection.  It  was,  indeed, 
furprifing  that  none  of  the  enemies'  cruifers  from  the  Ifle  of 
France  thought  of  attacking  this  vulnerable,  and  hitherto  de- 
fencelefs,  fpot,  fo  diftant  from  the  Cape  that  much  mifchief 
might  have  been  effected  long  before  the  government  could  have 
received  information  of  it. 

The  French  frigate  La  Prencufe  was  the  only  enemy's  fhip 
that  ventured  to  look  into  this  or  any  of  the  bays  during  the 
whole  war ;  at  which  time  the  Rattlefnake  floop  of  war,  and 
the  Camel  ftore  fhip,  happened  to  be  at  anchor  there.  The 
French  fhip  came  in  under  Danifh  colours,  and  brought  up  in 
the  dufk  of  the  evening  between  two  and  three  cables'  length 
from  the  Rattlefnake,  whofe  captain  was  on  more  with  a  de- 
tachment of  the  crew,  unable  to  get  on  board  on  account  of  the 
high  furf  running  upon  the  beach  ;  but  Lieutenant  (now  Cap- 
tain) Fothergill  difplayed,  on  this  occafion,  great  judgment 
and  bravery.  Sufpecting  her  to  be  an  enemy,  he  fired  a  (hot 
a-head,  of  which  fhe  took  no  notice  ;  he  then  poured  in  a 
broadfide,  which  was  returned  by  the  frigate.  About  mid- 
night, the  fire  from  the  Camel  being  filenced,  the  frigate 
changed  her  pofition,  bringing  her  broadfide  to  bear  directly 
upon  the  Rattlefnake.  In  this  manner  they  engaged  till  three 
in  the  morning,  when  the  frigate  thought  fit  to  flip  her  cable, 

and 
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and  fheer  off  to  fea.  The  Rattlefnake  was  much  damaged  in 
her  rigging,  received  many  mot  between  wind  and  water,  had 
three  men  killed  and  feveral  wounded.  La  Preneufe  mounted 
44  gans,  and  had  on  board  upwards  of  three  hundred  men. 

This  affair  decided  General  Dundas  as  to  the  expediency  of 
erecting  a  fmall  work  for  the  defence  of  the  landing-place,  and 
a  block-houfe  furrounded  with  a  pallifade  for  the  protection  of 
the  men  to  be  ftationed  there.  Thefe  precautions  were  the 
more  neceffary  as  whalers  and  neutral  {hips  fometimes  look  into 
Algoa  Bay  and  purchafe  refreshments  from  the  boors  in  ex- 
change for  gunpowder.  The  mifchief  that  an  enemy  might 
effect  by  landing  here  and  putting  mufquets  and  ammunition 
into  the  hands  of  the  Kaffers,  is  not  to  be  calculated  j  and  thefe 
people  for  fome  years  back  have  been  ftationed  in  vaft  numbers 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Sunday  River,  which  difcharges  itfelf 
into  Algoa  Bay  oppofite  the  iflands  of  St.  Croix,  where  it  may 
be  feen,  by  the  chart,  there  is  fecure  anchorage  and  convenient 
communication. 

0 

From  the  moment  this  bay  became  a  military  ftation,  the  face 
of  the  furrounding  country  began  to  put  on  a  new  appearance. 
The  flip  of  ground,  contiguous  to  the  landing  place,  was  con- 
verted into  gardens ;  and  the  ftupid  boors  flared  with  wonder, 
and  were  ftruck  with  aftonifhment,  at  the  variety  and  quantity 
of  vegetables  they  produced.  Thefe  people,  alfo,  foon  found 
the  benefit  of  a  ready  market  for  the  confumption  of  their  pro- 
duce. Many  trifling  articles,  fuch  as  milk  and  eggs,  from 
which  they  had  never  before  derived  the  leaft  advantage,  were 
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now  commuted  into  money.  Their  meep  and  cattle  were  fold 
at  higher  rates  than  the  butchers  were  accuftomed  to  give  them ; 
and  their  butter,  foap,  and  candles,  which  they  were  always 
under  the  neceffity  of  carrying  more  than  five  hundred  miles 
to  market,  fetched  now,  upon  the  fpot,  double  the  ufual  prices. 

This  change  of  circumftances,  fo  favourable  to  the  boors  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  bay,  was  extended,  likewife,  in  fome  degree, 
over  the  whole  country  by  the  moving  of  troops.  The  officers, 
conftantly  paffing  upon  the  road,  foon  prevailed  upon  the  far- 
mers to  take  money  for  their  accommodations,  which,  under  the 
Dutch  government,  they  would  have  been  afraid  to  do.  Every 
petty  clerk  of  the  Secretary's  office,  an  attorney  or  land-mea- 
furer,  travelling  in  the  country,  affumed  fuch  airs  of  confe- 
quence,  that  the  ignorant  boor  was  glad  to  yield  the  whole 
houfe  to  his  difpofal,  and  all  that  it  afforded.  The  officers  of 
government  were  alfo  empowered  to  demand  gratuitous  teams 
of  oxen  to  convey  them,  like  paupers,  from  houfe  to  houfe.  If 
a  farmer  had  only  a  fingle  team,  and  it  happened  to  be  in  the 
plough  when  one  of  thefe  gentry  paffed,  it  would  be  neceffary 
for  him  to  break  off  work,  and  lend  his  oxen  to  tranfport  the 
groot  beer,  the  great  gentleman,  to  the  next  neighbour's  houfe. 
In  this  refpect  they  muff  have  felt  a  fenfible  difference  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Britiffi  officers.  Near  ten  thoufand  pounds  were 
circulated,  in  one  year,  by  the  troops  in  Graaf  Reynet,  among 
more  than  two  hundred  families,  and  chiefly  for  articles  of  pro- 
vision and  forage,  many  of  which,  before  this  period,  brought 
them  no  returns. 
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A  few  days  before  our  arrival  at  Algoa  Bay,  General  Vandeleur 
had  fubdued  the  rebellious  boors  in  the  manner  I  have  already 
defcribed  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  and  had  fent  the 
ringleaders  on  board  his  Majefty's  fhip  the  Rattlefnake,  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  Cape  to  take  their  trial  there  by  their  own 
laws,  before  their  own  court  of  juftice.  Defirable  as  it  might 
have  been  to  punifh  the  leaders  upon  the  fpot  by  martial  law, 
as  an  example  to  a  rebellious  people,  the  General  refolved  to  try 
once  more  what  lenient  meafures  might  effect,  concluding  that, 
in  the  event  of  their  own  countrymen  rinding  them  guilty,  the 
colonifts  muft  at  leaft  acknowledge  the  juftice  of  the  decifion ; 
whereas  in  the  other  cafe,  as  it  generally  happens,  the  public 
are  more  ready  to  blame  the  feverity  of  martial  law  than  to 
acknowledge  the  criminality  of.  thofe  upon  whom  it  is  in- 
flicted. 

This  trial  for  fedition  and  rebellion  caufed  no  final  1  degree 
of  fpeculation  at  the  Cape ;  and  the  general  opinion  was,  that 
either  from  inclination,  or  the  fear  of  offending  their  country- 
men, the  judges  would  acquit  the  prifoners.  Such  conjectures 
were  founded  on  the  very  illiberal  and  erroneous  notion,  that 
in  no  inftance  where  a  colonift  and  a  foreigner  were  concerned 
had  the  latter  obtained  his  caufe  before  this  court.  Such  an 
idea  might  probably  have  taken  its  rife  from  the  conftitution 
and  the  practice  of  the  court.  Two-thirds  of  its  members 
were  chofen  out  of  the  fervants  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany, and  one-third  only  from  the  burghers  of  the  town.  The 
Company,  as  proprietors  of  the  fettlement,  directed  their  fer- 
vants to  take  the  afcendancy  and  the  lead  in  all  colonial  affairs  ; 
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but  by  way  of  reconciling,  in  fomc  meafure,  the  free  burghers, 
which  were  not  in  their  employ,  a  certain  number  of  thefe  were 
admitted  into  the  civil  courts  and  boards  ;  but  the  opinions  and 
proportions  of  the  former  were,  in  molt  matters,  found  to  pre- 
ponderate. 

Neither  one  nor  the  other  in  the  Court  of  Juflice  were  pro- 
fessional men ;  nor  were  they  fuppofed  to  pofTefs  a  greater  mare 
of  legal  knowledge  than  the  other  citizens  out  of  which  they 
were  chofen.    As  members,  compofing  a  Court  of  Judicature, 
they  had  no  falaries  under  the  Dutch  government,  and  there- 
fore were  fuppofed  not  to  reject  prefents  from  one  or  both  of 
the  parties  who  had  fuits  before  the  Court.    But  although  they 
had  no  fpecial  falaries,  mod  of  them  either  actually  enjoyed 
other  employments  attended  with  profit,  or  were  confidered  as 
entitled  to  fucceed  to  them  on  vacancies,  in  recompence  for  their 
fervices  as  minifters  of  juftice.    And  as  the  fituation,  though 
honourable  and  conferring  a  diflinction  of  rank,  was  attended 
with  a  confiderable  mare  of  trouble  and  fome  expence,  and  as 
their  lucrative  offices,  on  the  furrender  of  the  fettlement  to  the 
Englifh,  in  a  great  meafure  ceafed,  it  feemed  but  reafonable 
that  fo  important  a  duty  mould  be  compenfated  by  an  allowance 
from  Government,  which  was  accordingly  made  to  them  by 
Lord  Macartney. 

One  part  of  their  practice,  however,  in  conformity  with  the 
cuftom  of  the  United  Provinces,  was  particularly  repugnant  to 
the  feelings  of  Englifhmen  and  to  the  principles  of  Englifh 
jurifprudence.    The  proceedings  of  the  Court  were  always  car- 
ried 
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ried  on,  foribus  claufis,  with  clofed  doors ;  no  oral  pleading  ad- 
mitted, no  confronting  the  accufed  with  the  witneffes,  the  depo- 
fition  of  each  being  fingly  taken  down  before  two  commiflioners, 
on  oath,  and  afterwards  read  to  the  Court ;  all  perfons  were  ex- 
cluded from  entering  the  Court  except  the  parties  concerned. 
In  all  criminal  caufes  the  Fifcal,  or  Attorney-General,  directed 
two  commiflioners  of  the  Court  to  examine  evidences,  take  de- 
pofitions,  hold  inquefts  over  bodies  that  had  died  fuddenly  by 
the  vifitation  of  God,  accident,  or  violence;  and  to  draw  up, 
in  every  cafe,  preparatory  information  for  the  trial.  For  this 
troublefome  part  of  their  duty  they  had  no  remuneration,  un- 
lefs  when  the  delinquent  mould  be  condemned  to  labour  for  the 
fervice  of  government,  in  which  cafe  the  expences  of  the  trial 
were  paid  out  of  the  produce  of  that  labour. 

Such  is  the  outline  of  the  conftitution  and  practice  of  a  court 
that  foreigners  have  long  been  accuftomed  to  mention  with 
obloquy  and  detraction.  In  civil  caufes  they  might,  perhaps, 
in  fome  inftahces,  have  leaned  a  little  to  the  fide  of  their  coun- 
trymen, if  the  cafe  happened  to  be  nearly  upon  a  balance  j  but 
in  all  criminal  cafes  they  act  with  the  greateft  caution  and  cir- 
cumfpection.  Two  irreproachable  and  concurring  witneiTes  are 
required  to  fubftantiate  a  fact  againft  the  delinquent ;  and  one 
evidence  of  good  character,  produced  on  the  part  of  a  perfon 
accufed  of  felony,  is  confidered  of  equal  weight  with  two  pro- 
duced againft  him :  and  even  after  fentence  has  been  pafTed, 
until  the  moment  of  execution,  the  condemned  is  allowed  to 
bring  forward  evidence  in  his  favour.    Nor  can  circumftantial 
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evidence,  however  ftrong,  warrant  the  carrying  of  any  fentence 
into  execution,  until  a  free  confeffion  be  made  of  the  crime. 
Such  confeffion,  it  is  true,  was,  under  the  Dutch  government, 
fometimes  extorted  by  the  application  of  the  torture  -t  in  which 
cafe,  if  the  guilty  had  nerve  enough,  he  was  fure  to  efcape, 
and  if  the  innocent  was  feeble,  he  was  equally  fure  of  being 
hanged. 

Even  in  civil  caufes,  the  prefumption  that  they  were  generally 
right  is  in  their  favour  ;  for  fince  the  eftablifhment  of  an  Englifli 
Court  of  Appeal  in  the  year  1797,  to  the  evacuation  of  the  co- 
lony, out  of  the  number  of  cafes  brought  before  the  faid  Couit 
of  appeal,  only  one  fentence  was  reverfed ;  and  it  appeared 
that  the  error  committed,  in  this  inftance,  by  the  Court  of  Juf- 
tice  was  owing  to  their  tenacity  rather  to  the  letter,  than  to  the 
fpirit  of  the  law  j  and  that  by  rigidly  adhering  to  the  fummim 

jus,  their  decifion  was  productive  of  the  fuvima  injuria.  It  was 
alfo  fuppofed  that,  in  the  cafe  alluded  to,  a  very  undue  influence 
was  employed  to  fway  the  Court ;  but  as  the  affair  is  yet  to 
come  before  a  Britifli  court  in  England,  I  forbear  to  enter  more 
at  large  into  the  fubject.  Neither  are  the  members  of  the  Court 
of  Juftice  in  the  Cape  fo  wanting  in  talent  or  in  legal  know- 
ledge as  might  be  fuppofed  ;  at  leaft,  they  proved  to  the  world 
that  they  had  fagacity  enough  to  detect,  and  integrity  and  firm- 

|  nefs  enough  to  punifh,  the  authors  of  a  moft  nefarious  and  bare- 
faced tranfaction,  which  thofe  perfons  had  contrived  to  carry 
through  the  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty  with  complete  fuccefs, 
though  the  impofition  was  of  the  grofleft  nature. 

1  The 
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The  trial  of  the  boors  for  fedition  having  engroffed  fo  much 
of  the  public  converfation,  his  Majefty's  Fifcal,  or  Attorney- 
General  to  profecute  for  the  crown  in  all  criminal  cafes,  deter- 
mined for  once,  though  contrary  to  eftablifhed  ufage,  to  carry- 
on  the  whole  proceedings  with  open  doors.  The  prifoners  were  all 
found  guilty,  and  three  of  them  condemned  to  fuffer  death  ;  but 
by  the  lenity  of  the  Britifh  government  which,  in  this  colony  was, 
on  raoft  occafions,  carried  to  an  extreme,  the  fentence  was  ne- 
ver put  in  execution.  On  the  reftoration  of  the  colony  the 
convicted  boors  were  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  new  go- 
vernors, who,  on  this  occafion,  could  not  do  lefs  than  pronounce 
a  general  amnefty  ;  in  which  cafe,  they  will,  mod  probably, 
be  allowed  to  return  to  their  old  connections,  and  to  their  old 
habits. 

But  to  return  to  the  affairs  of  Graaf  Reynet.  The  general 
having  thus  got  rid  of  the  rebel  chiefs,  and  thereby  put  an  end, 
as  he  thought,  to  further  difturbances,  concluded  that  little 
now  remained  to  be  done,  but  to  collect:  his  fcattered  forces  from 
the  different  parts  of  the  diftrict,  and  to  affemble  them  at  head- 
quarters in  Bruyntjes  Hoogte  ;  part  of  which  he  meant  to  em- 
bark on  board  the  Rattlefnake,  and  the  remainder  to  fend  over 
land,  by  eafy  marches,  to  the  Cape. 

In  croffing  the  country  from  Algoa  Bay  to  the  northward,  In 
order  to  put  his  plan  in  execution,  to  our  no  lefs  furprize  than 
mortification,  we  fell  in  with  a  large  'party  of  Hottentots,  fo 
difguifed,  and  dreffed  out  in  fuch  a  whimfical  and  fantaftical 
manner,  that  we  were  totally  at  a  lofs  to  conjecture  what  to 

make 
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make  of  them.    Some  wore  large  three  cornered  hats,  with 
green  or  blue  breeches,  the  reft  of  the  body  naked ;  fome  had 
jackets  of  cloth  over  their  (heep-ikin  covering,  and  others  had 
iheep-fkins  thrown  over  linen  fhirts.    The  women  were  laden 
with  bundles,  and  the  men  were  all  armed  with  mufquets.  We 
ibon  difcovered,  which  indeed  they  readily  confefled,  that  they 
had  been  plundering  the  boors.    A  Hottentot,  among  the  many 
good  qualities  he  poflefTes,  has  one  which  he  is  mafter  of  in  an 
eminent  degree, — T  mean  a  rigid  adherence  to  truth.  When 
accufed  of  a  crime,  of  which  he  has  been  guilty,  with  native 
limplicity  he  always  ftates  the  fact  as  it  happened  ;  but,  at  the 
lame  time,  he  has  always  a  j unification  at  hand  for  what  he  has 
done.    From  lying  and  ftealing,  the  predominant  and  infepara- 
ble  vices  of  the  condition  of  flavery,  the  Hottentot  may  be 
confidered  as  exempt.    In  the  whole  courfe  of  my  travels,  and 
in  the  midft  of  the  numerous  attendants  of  this  nation,  with 
which  I  was  conftantly  furrounded,  I  can  with  fafety  declare 
that  I  never  was  robbed  nor  deceived  by  any  of  them. 

On  making  inquiry  into  the  particulars  of  the  unpleafant 
tranfacUon  that  had  taken  place,  one  of  the  Hottentots,  called 
Klaas  Stunrmant  or  Nicholas  the  Helm/man,  whom  they  had 
fele&ed  for  their  chief,  ftepped  forwards,  and,  after  humbly 
entreating  us  to  hear  him  out  without  interruption,  began  a 
long  oration,  which  contained  a  hiftory  of  their  calamities  and 
fufferings  under  the  yoke  of  the  boors ;  their  injuftice,  in  firft 
depriving  them  of  their  country,  and  then  forcing  their  offspring 
into  a  ftate  of  flavery ;  their  cruel  treatment  on  every  flight  oc- 
cafion,  which  it  became  impoflible  for  them  to  bear  any  longer; 

and 
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and  the  refolution  they  had  therefore  taken  to  apply  for  redrefs 
before  the  Englifh  troops  mould  leave  the  country.  That  their 
employers,  fufpecting  their  intention,  had  endeavoured  to  pre- 
vent fuch  application  by  confining  fome  to  the  houfe,  threaten- 
ing to  moot  others  if  they  attempted  to  efcape,  or  to  punifli 
their  wives  and  children  in  their  abfence.  And,  in  proof  of 
what  he  advanced,  he  called  out  a  young  Hottentot,  whofe 
thigh  had  been  pierced  through  with  a  large  mufquet  ball  but 
two  days  before,  fired  at  him  by  his  matter  for  having  attempted 
to  leave  his  fervice.  "  This  act,"  continued  he,  "  among  many 
"  others  equally  cruel,  refolved  us  at  once  to  collect  a  fufficient 
"  force  to  deprive  the  boors  of  their  arms,  in  which  we  have 
"  fucceeded  at  every  houfe  which  has  fallen  in  our  way.  We 
"  have  taken  their  fuperfluous  clothing  in  lieu  of  the  wages 
"  due  for  our  fervices,  but  we  have  {tripped  none,  nor  injured 
"  the  perfons  of  any,  though,"  added  he,  making  his  head, 
"  we  have  yet  a  great  deal  of  our  blood  to  avenge.'* 

Such  a  rencontre  at  this  time  was  extremely  embarraffing, 
and  the  more  fo  as  it  appeared  thefe  were  a  very  fmall  part  of 
their  countrymen  that  were  then  actually  arming  themfelves 
againft  the  boors,  and  plundering  their  houfes.  They  informed 
us,  moreover,  that  fome  of  their  countrymen,  not  willing  to 
throw  themfelves  on  the  protection  of  ftrangers,  had  fled  among 
the  Kaffers  ;  but  that  the  greateft  part  were  on  the  road  to  Algoa 
Bay,  to  lay  their  unhappy  fituation  before  the- Englifli  general. 

The  connection  that  had  long  fubfifted  between  the  boors  and 
the  Hottentots,  a  connection  that  was  kept  up  by  violence  and 
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oppreflion  on  one  fide,  and  by  want  of  energy  and  patient  fuf- 
fering  on  the  other,  feemed  now  to  be  completely  diiTolved. 
The  farther  we  advanced,  the  more  ferioufly  alarming  was  the 
flare  of .  the  country.  The  boors,  it  feems,  unable  to  reltrain 
their  favage  temper,  which  the  penalty  levied  upon  them  by 
the  General  had  wrought  up  into  a  rage,  with  the  afliftance  of 
a  fop'ie^  determined  to  wreak  their  vengeance  on  the  poor  Hot- 
tentots, according  to  their  common  practice,  whenever  infuriate 
paflion  feizes  them.  The  reprefentations  made  to  us  by  this 
party  were  more  than  confirmed  by  our  own  obfervatiens  in 
our  prcgrefs  through  the  country.  Among  the  numerous  in- 
ftanccs  of  cruelty  to  which  we  bore  witnefs,  the  following  were 
particularly  ftriking. 

We  had  fcarcely  parted  from  thefe  people  when,  flopping  at 
a  houfe  to  feed  our  horfes,  we  by  accident  obferved  a  young 
Hottentot  woman  with  a  child  in  her  arms  lying  ftretched  on 
the  ground  in  a  moft  deplorable  condition.  She  had  been  cut 
from  head  to  foot  with  one  of  thofe  infernal  whips,  made  from 
the  hide  of  a  rhinoceros  or  fea-cow,  known  by  the  name  of 
fambocs,  in  fuch  a  barbarous  and  unmerciful  manner,  that  there 
was  fcarcely  a  fpot  on  her  whole  body  free  from  ftripes ;  nor 
had  the  fides  of  the  little  infant,  in  clinging  to  its  mother, 
efcaped  the  ftrokes  of  the  brutal  monfter.  ,  With  difficulty  we 
had  her  removed  to  a  fituation  where  medical  afliftance  could 
be  given  ;  but  the  fever  ran  fo  high,  and  the  body  was  bruifed 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  for  feveral  days  there  were  little  hopes 
of  her  recovery.  It  was  a  punifhment,  far  inadequate  to  the 
crime,  to  keep  the  inhuman  wretch  on  bread  and  water  who 

had 
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had  been  guilty  of  fuch  unmanly  cruelty,  until  the  fate  of  the 
fuffe  rer  was  decided.  Owing  to  a  good  constitution  fhe  gra- 
dually recovered  ;  and  the  fellow  was  fuffered  to  depart,  after 
making  her  a  pecuniary  compenlation  ;  had  the  wounds  proved 
mortal,  the  perpetrator  would,  no  doubt,  have  afforded  the 
firft  inftance  of  retributive  juftice  for  the  numberlefs  inftances 
of  murder  that  have  been  committed  with  impunity  on  this  un- 
fortunate race  of  men.  The  only  crime  alleged  again  ft  her  was 
the  attempt  to  follow  her  hufband,  who  was  among  the  number 
of  thofe  of  his  countrymen  that  had  determined  to  throw  theirw 
felves  upon  the  protection  of  the  Englifh. 

The  next  houfe  we  halted  at  upon  the  road  prefented  us  with 
a  ftill  more  horrid  inftance  of  brutality.    We  obferved  a  fine 
Hottentot  boy,  about  eight  years  of  age,  fitting  at  the  corner 
of  the  houfe,  with  a  pair  of  iron  rings  clenched  upon  his  legs, 
of  the  weight  of  ten  or  twelve  pounds  ;  and  they  had  remained 
in  one  fituation  for  fuch  a  length  of  time,  that  they  appeared  to 
be  funk  into  the  leg,  the  mufcle  being  tumefied  both  above  and 
below  the  rings.    The  poor  creature  was  fo  benumbed  and  op- 
preffed  with  the  weight,  that,  being  unable  to  walk  with  eafe,. 
he  crawled  on  the  ground.    It  appeared,  on  inquiry,  that  they 
had  been  rivetted  to  his  legs  more  than  ten  months  ago.  What 
was  to  be  done  in  a' cafe  of  fuch  wanton  and  deliberate  cruelty  ? 
It  was  fcarcely  in  human  nature  to  behold  an  innocent  boy  for 
ever  maimed  in  fo  barbarous  a  manner ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  look  upon  the  cold  blooded  perpetrator  without  feeling  a 
fentiment  of  horror  mingled  with  exafperation, — a  fentiment 
that  feemed  to  fay  it  would  ferve  the  caufe  of  humanity  to  rid 
vol.  n.  o  the 
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the  world  of  inch  a  monfter.  The  fellow  fhrunk  from  the 
enquiries  of  the  indignant  general  ;  he  had  nothing  to  allege 
againft  him  but  that  he  had  always  been  a  worthlefs  boy  ;  he  had 
loft  him  fo  many  Iheep  ;  he  had  flept  when  he  ought  to  watch 
the  cattle,  and  fuch  like  frivolous  charges  of  a  negative  kind, 
the  amount  of  which,  if  true,  only  proved  that  his  own  intereft 
had  fometimes  been  neglected  by  this  child. 

Determined  to  make  an  example  of  the  author  of  fuch  un- 
paralleled brutality,  the  General  ordered  him  inftantly  to  yoke 
his  oxen  to  his  waggon,  and,  placing  the  boy  by  his  fide,  to 
drive  directly  to  head-quarters.  Here  he  gave  orders  to  the 
farrier  of  the  8th  regiment  of  Light  Dragoons  to  ftrike  off  the 
irons  from  the  boy,  an  operation  that  required  great  nicety  and 
attention,  and  to  clench  them  as  tight  as  he  could  on  the  legs 
of  his  mafter,  who  roared  and  bellowed  in  a  mo  ft  violent  man- 
ner, to  the  inexpreffible  fatisfa&ion  of  the  by-ftanders,  and, 
above  all,  to  that  of  the  little  fufferer  juft  relieved  from  .torment. 
For  the  whole  of  the  firft  night  his  lamentations  were  inceflant; 
with  a  Stentorian  voice  a  thoufand  times  he  vociferated,  "  Myn 
"  God  I  is  dat  em  maniere  om  Chrijlian  ?ncnfch  te  handclen  /" 
"  My  God  !  is  this  a  way  to  treat  Chriftians  !"  His,  however, 
were  not  the  agonies  of  bodily  pain,  but  the  burfts  of  rage  and 
refentment  on  being  put  on  a  level  with  one,  as  they  call  them, 
of  the  Ztvarte  Natie,  between  whom  and  the  Chrljilati  Menfch 
they  conceive  the  difference  to  be  fully  as  great  as  between 
themfelves  and  their  cattle,  and  whom,  indeed,  they  moft 
commonly  honour  with  the  appellation  of  Z%varte  Vee^  black 
cattle.    Having  roared  for  three  days  and  as  many  nights,  at 
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firft  to  the  great  amufement,  but  afterwards,  to  the  no  lefs  an- 
noyance, of  the  whole  camp,  he  was  fuffered  to  go  about  his 
bufinefs  on  paying  a  heavy  penalty  in  money  for  the  ufe  of  the 
boy,  whom  he  had  abufed  in  fo  fhameful  a  manner; 

Another  inftance  occurred,  fince  cur  departure  from  Algoa 
Bay,  which  ftrongly  marked  the  little  relu&ance  that  is  felt  by 
the  African  boors  in  the  fhedding  of  human  blood,  even  of 
Ckr'ijlian  Menfch,  for  whom  they  affect  fo  great  a  veneration. 
On  leaving  the  bay  it  was  difcovered  that  three  fine  young  lads 
of  the  8ift  regiment  had  deferted  with  their  arms  ;  and  as  thefe 
■deferters  knew  that  the  reft  of  the  people  were  to  march  that 
morning  towards  the  upper  part  of  the  country,  Van  Roy,  from 
Vv-hofe  houfe  we  departed,  concluding  they  might  return,  en- 
quired of  the  General  what  he  mould  do  in  cafe  of  fuch  an 
event  ?  The  anfwer  was,  "  Secure  them,  to  be  fure." — "  But  if 
u  they  mould  refift       "  You  rauft  take  them  at  any  rate  j  you 
"  and  your  fons  and  people  about  the  houfe  are  more  than  fuf- 
"  ficient  to  do  that."    The  following  day  the  man  came  gal- 
lopping  after  us,  pale  and  frightened,  and  ready  to  fink  into 
the  ground.    He  had  mot  the  three  deferters;  he  had  been 
obliged  to  do  it,  as  he  faid,  in  his  own  defence,  and  for  the  pro- 
tection of  his  family,  whom  they  intended  to  murder.    "  If 
"  you  can  make  that  appear  to  have  been  the  cafe,"  the  General 
told  him,  "  you  are  juftified  in  what  you  have  done;  but  the 
"  fad:  is  fo  extraordinary,  that  a  very  rigid  inquiry  will  be 
"  made  into  it."    It  is  wonderful  how  rapidly  the  fellow's 
countenance  brightened  up,  on  hearing  there  was  fome  pallia- 
tion in  favour  of  what  he  had  done.    It  was  evident  he  felt 
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neither  remorfe  nor  compunction  in  having  deftroyed  three  of 
his  fellow-creatures,  but  was  apprehenfive  only  of  what  might 
have  been  the  confequences  to  himfelf. 

The  General  immediately  rode  back  to  his  houfe.  He  found 
the  dead  bodies  lying  on  the  ground,  juft  where  they  had  fallen, 
one  at  the  diftance  of  ten  or  twelve  yards  from  the  door,  the 
other  two  at  forty  or  fifty.  The  firft  had  evidently  been  fhot 
through  the  breaft,  but  both  the  others  through  the  back.  From 
thefe  circumftances  it  was  ftrongly  conjectured  that  Van  Roy 
and  his  fons  had  waited  at  the  door,  with  their  loaded  mufquets, 
the  approach  of  thefe  unfortunate  men  ;  that,  on  the  firft  being 
Jhot,  the  other  two  had  attempted  to  make  their  efcape  j  in 
doing  which  they  afforded  the  Dutchmen  an  opportunity  of 
taking  a  cool  and  fure  aim.  The  family,  of  courfe,  told  the 
fame  ftory  as  the  mafter :  What  then  remained  to  be  done  ?  De- 
fertion  had  already  begun,  and  threatened  to  become  very  ge- 
neral. It  was,  therefore,  deemed  advifeable  to  let  the  matter 
reft ;  and  to  fummon  the  troops  in  the  neighbourhood  to  attend 
the  funeral  of  the  unfortunate  men,  whofe  fate  might  operate  as 
a  check  to  its  further  progrefs. 

It  would  feem,  by  the  end  which  this  fame  Van  Roy  was 
doomed  to  make,  that,  as  our  immortal  poet  has  finely  ex- 
preffed  it, 

tt   Even-handed  juftice 

"  Returns  th'  ingredients  of  our  poifon'd  chalics 
"  To  our  own  lips." 

He, 
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He,  in  the  fubfequent  wars  between  the  boors  and  Hottentots, 
was  mot  through  the  head  in  his  own  houfe  ;  which  was  after- 
wards burnt  to  the  ground  ;  his  property  plundered  and  dc- 
ftroyed,  and  his  family  reduced  to  extreme  poverty. 

The  fanguinary  chara&er  of  many  of  the  African  colonifts 
may  be  owing,  perhaps,  in  a  certain  degree,  to  the  circumftance 
of  their  having  been  foldiers  in  German  regiments  ferving 
abroad  ;  where  the  leafl  relaxation  from  a  rigid  fyftem  of  difci- 
pline  is  followed  up  by  the  greateft  feverity  of  punifhment.  The 
foldier,  having  ferved  out  the  time  of  his  engagement,  which 
at  moft  is  five  years,  is  at  liberty  to  demand  his  difcharge.  If 
he  is  able  to  read  and  write,  however  indifferently,  he  ufually 
finds  employment,  as  fchoolmafter,  in  a  boor's  family;  if  not 
qualified  for  fuch  a  fituation,  he  either  engages  as  a  fort  of  fer- 
vant,  or  hires  himfelf  to  fome  butcher  of  the  town,  who  fends 
him  to  the  extremities  of  the  colony  to  colled  fheep  and  cattle;. 
In  all  thefe  fituations  he  has  the  opportunity  of  making  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  boors,  which  generally  leads  to  his 
marriage  with  one  of  their  daughters.    The  parents  of  the  girl 
fpare  him  a  few  fheep  and  cattle  to  commence  with,  on  con- 
dition of  their  receiving  half  the  produce  as  intereft,  until  he 
can  repay  the  capital  ;  he  looks  out  for  a  place,  as  it  is  called,  no 
matter  where,  whether  within  or  without  the  limits  of  the  co- 
lony, and  builds  for  himfelf  a  hut  j  with  his  cattle  are  configned 
to  him,  at  the  fame  time,  and  on  the  fame  terms,  as  he  fuppofes, 
a  few  little  Hottentot  children  to  look  after  them  ;  and  on  thefe 
little  creatures,  in  the  plenitude  of  his-  power,  fubjec~t  to  no 
3  controul, 
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controul,  he  exercifes  the  fame  feverity  of  puniftiment  that 
his  own  irregularities  had  incurred  when  he  was  in  the  ranks. 

A  very  confiderable  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
is  compofed  of  people  of  this  defcription.  Grown  into  afflu- 
ence by  the  general  profperity  that  followed  the  conqueft  of 
the  fettlement,  ferjeants,  and  corporals,  and  trumpeters,  are  now 
men  of  the  firft  confequence,  keep  their  flaves,  and  horfes,  and 
carriages,  and  wallow  in  all  the  luxuries  that  the  colony  affords. 
But  though  they  alpire  to  the  rank  of  gentlemen,  they  cannot 
difguife  the  cloven  foot.  They  are  grofs  in  their  manners,  and 
vulgar  in  their  converfation.  Their  language,  in  the  prefence 
of  women,  is  fo  coarfe  and  indecent,  as  would  not  be  tolerated 
among  civilized  fociety.  A  fingle  inftance  of  this  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  fhew  to  what  a  low  degree  of  delicacy  and  refinement 
they  are  yet  advanced.  One  of  this  vulgar  herd,  who  is  con- 
fidered  as  a  great  man  in  the  Cape,  took  his  wife  and  daughters 
to  fee  a  whale,  that  had  been  thrown  afhore  near  Green  Point. 
It  happened  to  be  a  female  and  was  lying  on  its  back.  The 
burgher  being  ftruck  with  the  near  refemblace  of  certain  parts 
to  thofe  of  the  human  fpecies,  with  great  exultation,  and  in  the 
moft  vulgar  and  indelicate  terms,  pointed  out  his  difcovery  to 
the  ladies,  who  feemed  to  relifh  all  the  good  jokes  the  burgher 
laid  on  this  occafion  ;  and,  in  prefence  of  a  number  of  fpecla- 
tors,  the  old  dame  actually  affifted  him  in  a  very  clofe,  and  by 
no  means  fuperficial,  examination  into  this  fmgular  phenomenon 
in  natural  hiftory,  which,  among  other  properties,  analogous  to 
animals  that  fuckle  their  young,  determined  the  great  Linnaeus 
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to  aflign  a  place  to  the  whale  in  the  fame  clafs  with  human 
beings. 

By  indolent  habits,  excefs  of  food,  and  fondnefs  for  indulging 
in  fleep,  they  become  no  lefs  grofs  in  their  perfons,  than  vul- 
gar in  their  manners.  A  young  lady  defcrihed  the  Cape  and  its 
inhabitants  in  very  few  words.  De  menfchen  %yn  moie  dlk  en  vet 
de  buizen  moei  wit  en  grocn.  "  The  people  are  all  nice  and  plump ; 
"  the  houfes  are  prettily  wbitewajhed  and  painted  green"  I  be- 
lieve there  is  no  country  in  the  world  that  affords  fo  large  a 
proportion  of  unwieldy  and  bulky  people;  and  I  am  certain 
there  is  none  where  the  animal  appetites  are  indulged  with  lefs 
reftraint,  the  moft  predominant  of  which  are  eating  and  drink- 
ing, or  where  the  powers  of  body  or  mind  are  capable  of  lefs 
exertion.  "  When  the  Devil  catches  a  man  idle  he  generally 
"  fets  him  to  work,"  is  a  proverb  which  is  every  day  exempli- 
fied at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  They  are  active  only  in  mif- 
chief;  and  crimes  againfl:  morality  meet  with  applaufe  if  the 
end  be  fuccefsful.  A  man,  who  in  his  dealings  can  cheat  his 
neighbour,  is  confidered  as  a Jlim  menfch,  a  clever  fellow ;  even 
dealing  is  not  regarded  as  criminal,  nor  does  it  materially  affect 
the  character  of  the  thief.  Truth  is  not  held  as  a  moral  virtue, 
and  lying  paffes  for  ingenuity. 

There  is  a  great  want  of  affection  among  near  relations ;  it 
has  been  obferved,  indeed,  that  there  are  fcarcely  two  brothers 
in  the  Cape  who  will  fpeak  to  each  other.  The  manner  in 
which  children  are  brought  up,  and  in  which  the  economy  of 
a  family  is  managed,  is  little  favourable  to  focial  intercourfe,  or 
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likely  to  excite  that  harmony  of  fentiment  and  union  of  in- 
terefts  which,  in  more  civilized  countries,  are  cheriihed  and 
grow  to  maturity  by  the  genial  warmth  and  cheerfulnefs  and 
comfort  of  a  family  fire-fide.  Here  the  members  of  the  fame 
family  feldom  meet  together.  The  hufband,  having  flept  the 
greateft  part  of  the  day,  finds  his  bed  irkfome  in  the  morning 
andrifes  with  the  dawn.  He  takes  his  folitary  cup  of  coffee,  or 
fopie,  or  both,  and  lmokes  his  pipe  ;  then  lounges  about  the 
houfe  in  his  flaap  mutz  and  nagt  cabaayy  his  night  cap  and 
gown,  or  parades  the  Jloop^  or  raifed  platform  before  the  door, 
in  the  fame  drefs,  with  a  long  pipe  ftuck  in  his  mouth. 
About  nine  o'clock  he  takes  a  folid  breakfaft,  and  a  few  glaffes 
of  wine,  continues  to  lounge  about  the  houfe  till  dinner-hour, 
which  is  punctually  at  twelve,  or,  if  the  weather  be  tempting, 
or  any  news  ftirring,  he  walks  out  to  meet  his  comrades.  Im- 
mediately after  dinner  he  goes  to  bed,  rifes  again  at  five  or  fix, 
makes  or  receives  vifits,  when  he  fmokes  tobacco  and  drinks 
wine  till  nine  o'clock,  which  is  the  fignal  for  every  one  to  re- 
pair to  his  own  houfe.  Here  a  hot  fupper,  confiding  of  eight, 
ten,  or  even  twenty  folid  difhes  of  fifti  and  butcher's  meat, 
dreffed  in  a  variety  of  fhapes,  is  ready  to  receive  him,  fmoking 
on  the  table.  This  is  the  favourite  meal,  to  which  he  confiders 
all  that  he  has  eaten  and  drunken  and  fmoked  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  as  whets  only  to  the  appetite,  and  preparatives  to  the 
grand  feaft.    Thus  day  after  day, 

»'  The  lazy  glutton  fafe  at  home  will  keep, 
*'  Indulge  his  floth,  and  fatten  with  his  fleep." 
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The  good  woman  of  the  houfe  rifes  about  the  fame  early 
hour  with  her  hufband;  takes  her  coffee  alone  ;  fcolds  the  flaves ; 
fets  them  their  daily  tafk ;  dreffes  for  a  vendutie  or  public  fale, 
of  which  there  are  never  fewer  than  three  or  four  in  the  town, 
or  its  vicinity,  every  day  of  the  week  ;  comes  home  to  dinner 
at  twelve,  and  then  goes  to  bed  ;  rifes  again  with'her  hufband, 
receives  or  pays  vifits  with  him  ;  but  here  they  feparate ;  the 
men  drink  and  fmoke  in  one  room.;  the  women  are  left  to  them- 
felves  in  another.  The  poor  children  fcramble  as  well  as  they 
can  among  the  flaves,  to  whom  they  are  configned,  one  in  one 
room,  and  another  in  another  ;  each,  in  the  better  fort  of  fa- 
milies, having  its  proper  flave,  called  its  ayay  a  Malay  term, 
borrowed,  perhaps,  from  the  Portuguefe  or  Italian,  fignifying 
nurfe  or  protettrefs ;  and,  by  an  inevitable  confequence,  the  aya 
is  looked  up  to  through  life  with  more  affection  than  the  na- 
tural parents. 

Little  as  character  is  regarded,  they  are  extremely  tenacious 
of  their  rank.  More  quarrels  have  arifen  about  ladies  taking 
precedency  in  the  church,  or  placing  their  chairs  nearefl  the 
pulpit,  than  on  any  other  occafion.  In  the  government  of 
Lord  Macartney  a  ferious  difpute  arofe  on  this  fubjecT:,  between 
the  ladies  of  the  Landroft  or  Chief  Magiftrate  of  the  diftritt, 
and  of  the  Minifter  of  the  parifh  ;  and  memorial  was  prefented 
after  memorial  on  both  fides,  ftating  their  mutual  claims  and 
mutual  grievances.  His  Lordfhip,  feeling  the  delicacy  of  inter- 
pofing  his  authority  between  two  ladies  of  fuch  high  rank,  re- 
commended a  compromife,  fuggefling,  in  cafe  that  fhould  not  go 
down,  that  he  would  be  under  the  neceffity  of  adopting  the 
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decifion  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth,  when  on  a  fome- 
what  fimilar  occafion  he  fettled  a  difpute  of  precedency  be- 
tween two  women  of  fafhion  at  Bruffels ;  **  Let  the  greateft  fim- 
'*  pleton  of  the  two  have  the  pas which  made  the  two 
ladies  prodigioufly  civil  to  each  other  ever  afterwards,  both 
ftriving  which  fhould  give,  inflead  of  take,  the  precedency.  A 
Dutch  nobleman,  who  is  the  only  titled  man  in  the  colony, 
and  who  held  in  the  old  government  one  of  the  higheft:  employ- 
ments, felt  no  degradation  in  aflbciating  with  butchers,  nor  in 
beflowing  the  hand  of  his  daughter  on  an  attorney  who,  for 
his  mal-prac~tices,  had  been  publicly  declared  infamous  by  the 
Court  of  Juftice;  but  he  would  have  thought  himfelf  difgraced 
if  his  wife  and  daughter  were  deprived  of  their  rank  in  the 
church. 

There  are,  however,  as  muft  be  the  cafe  in  every  fociety,  a 
number  of  worthy  people  in  the  colony,  to  whom  the  above 
obfervations  do  not  apply  :  men,  whofe  talents  and  information, 
propriety  of  conduct,  and  ftrict  integrity,  would  command  re- 
fpect  in  any  part  of  the  world ;  but  the  number  of  thefe  is  com- 
paratively fo  fmall,  as  to  make  only  an  exception  to  the  general 
character.  I  need  fcarcely  obferve,  that  thefe  people  met  with 
that  confideration  and  attention  from  the  Britifh  government  to 
which  they  were  entitled  ;  whilft  thofe  of  the  other  clafs  expe- 
rienced the  neglect:  and  contempt  they  fo  juftly  deferved. — But 
to  return  to  Klaas  Stuurman  and  his  party. 

From  the  barbarous  treatment  of  the  boors  towards  the  Hot- 
tentots in  their  fervice,  of  which  we  had  ourfelves  been  wit- 
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nefles  in  many  in  fiances,  it  would  have  been  an  act  of  the 
greateft  inhumanity  to  attempt  to  force  thefe  poor  creatures 
back  again  upon  their  old  mafters  ;  yet  a  very  ferious  dif- 
ficulty arofe,  how  to  difpofe  of  them.  Part  of  the  troops,  that 
compofed  the  detachment  under  General  Vandeleur,  confided 
of  the  ftrength  of  the  Hottentot  corps,  otherwife  called  the 
Cape  regiment.  This  body  of  men  had  been  partly  formed 
under  the  Dutch  government,  and,  in  fact,  were  the  only  fer- 
viceable  troops  that  oppofed  the  Britilh  forces  in  the  pafs  of 
Muyfenberg,  where  they  acted  with  fpirit,  though  unfupported. 
After  the  capitulation,  General  Sir  James  Craig  found  it  expe- 
dient, for  many  reafons,  to  take  them  into  the  Britifh  fervice, 
and  to  increafe  their  numbers.  He  confidered  in  the  firft  place, 
that,  from  their  rooted  antipathy  to  the  boors,  they  could  al- 
ways be  employed  as  ufeful  agents  to  quell  any  difturbances 
that  might  arife  in  the  diftant  districts.  He  faw,  alfo,  that  they 
were  capable  of  being  formed  into  excellent  foldiers.  In  fhort, 
after  an  experience  of  near  two  years,  the  character  he  gave 
them  was  that  of  an  orderly,  tractable,  and  faithful  body  of 
men ;  ready  on  all  occafions  to  obey  the  orders  of  their  officers 
with  cheerfulnefs  and  alacrity.  And  they  have  fince  fhewn 
themfelves  highly  deferving  of  the  favourable  teftimony  of  Sir 
James  Craig.  During  three  years'  fervice  in  the  diftant  diftrict 
of  Graaf  Reynet,  in  the  courfe  of  which  time  they  were  re- 
quired, by  an  unfortunate  and  unavoidable  train  of  events,  to 
act  againft  their  own  countrymen  and  comrades,  they  never 
fhrunk  from  their  duty,  and,  if  I  recollect  right,  one  fingle  man 
only  deferted  in  the  whole  corps. 
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A  Hottentot  is  capable  of  ftrong  attachments  ;  with  a  readi- 
nefs  to  acknowledge,  he  pofiefTes  the  mind  to  feel,  the  force  of 
a  benevolent  action.  I  never  found  that  any  little  act  of  kind- 
nefs  or  attention  was  thrown  away  upon  a  Hottentot ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  I  have  frequently  had  occafion  to  remark  the  joy 
that  fparkled  on  his  countenance,  whenever  an  opportunity  oc- 
curred to  enable  him  to  difcharge  his  debt  of  gratitude.  I  give 
full  credit  to  all  that  Monfieur  Le  Vaillant  has  faid  with  regard 
to  the  fidelity  and  attachment  he  experienced  from  this  race  of 
men  ;  of  whom  the  natural  character  and  difpofition  feem  to  ap- 
proach nearer  to  thofe  of  the  Hindus  than  of  any  other  nation. 

Is  it  not  then  a  moft  unaccountable  circumftance,  that 
the  Dutch  mould  have  given  the  preference  to  a  race  of  men, 
of  talents  much  inferior,  and  whofe  temper,  always  capricious, 
becomes  on  flight  provocations  cruel  and  revengeful? — I  mean 
the  Malay  flaves.  The  negroes  of  Mofambique  and  of  Mada- 
gafcar  are  harmlefs  and  ftupid  on  their  firft  arrival,  but  foon 
become  cunning  and  dimoneft  by  intercourfe  with  their  elder 
brethren.  In  full  pofleflion  of  all  the  vices  that  muft  infallibly 
refult  from  the  condition  of  flavery,  there  is  yet  no  part  of  the 
world  where  the  domeftic  flaves  of  every  defcription  are  fo 
well  treated,  and  fo  much  trufted,  as  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
They  are  better  clothed,  better  fed,  and  infinitely  more  comfort- 
able than  any  of  the  peafantry  of  Europe.  Yet  fuch  are  the 
bad  effects,  which  the  condition  of  flavery  produces  on  the 
mind,  that  they  are  incapable  of  feeling  the  leaft  fpark  of  gra- 
titude for  good  and  gentle  ufage,  whilft,  under  the  fevere  hand 
of  a  rigid  and  cruel  mafter,  they  become  the  bed  of  flaves.  It 
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is  an  axiom  or  felf- evident  truth,  that  fuch  are  and  always  will 
be  the  confequences  of  degrading  man  to  the  loweft  of  all  con- 
ditions, that  of  being  made  the  property  of  man. 

The  Dutch  ufe  little  prudence  or  precaution  with  regard  to 
their  domeftic  flaves  :  in  the  fame  room  where  thefe  are  afiTem- 
bled  to  wait  behind  their  matter's  chairs,  they  difcufs  their  crude 
opinions  of  liberty  and  equality  without  any  referve ;  yet  they 
pretend  to  fay  that,  juft  before  the  Englifh  got  poflelfion  of  the 
Cape,  and  when  it  was  generally  thought  the  French  would  be 
before-hand  with  us,  the  flaves  who  carried  the  fedan  chairs, 
of  which  no  lady  is  without  one,  ufed  very  familiarly  to  tell 
their  miftreffes,  "  We  carry  you  now,  but  by-and-by  it  will 
"  be  your  turn  to  carry  us."  The  proportion  of  flaves  to 
whites,  of  both  fexes  and  all  ages,  in  the  town,  is  not  more  than 
two  to  one ;  but  that  of  flave  men  to  white  men  is  near  five 
to  one. 

The  field  flaves  belonging  to  the  farmers  are  not,  however, 
nearly  fo  well  treated  as  thofe  of  the  town  ;  yet  infinitely  better 
than  the  Hottentots  who  are  in  their  employ.  The  farmer,  in- 
deed, having  a  life-mtereft  in  the  one,  and  only  five-and-twenty 
years  in  the  other,  is  a  circumftance  that  may  explain  the  dif- 
ference of  treatment.  The  one,  alfo,  is  convertible  property, 
an  advantage  to  which  they  have  not  yet  fucceeded  in  their  at- 
tempts to  turn  the  other.  The  country  flaves,  notwithftanding, 
are  ill  fed,  ill  clothed,  work  extremely  hard,  and  are  frequently 
punifhed  with  the  greateft  feverity  ;  fometimes  with  death,  when 
rage  gets  the  better  of  prudence  and  companion. 

In 
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In  a  conntry  where  Chriftians  only  are  confidered  as  human 
beings,  and  where  ftrong  prejudices  prevail,  the  negro  has  little 
chance  of  obtaining  juftice.  It  has  been  obferved,  with  too 
much  truth,  that  if  a  black  mould  only  ftrike  a  white,  he  runs 
the  chance  of  being  tortured  and  torn  in  pieces,  on  prefumptive 
proof  that  his  intention  was  to  murder;  but  if  a  white  man 
murders  a  black  belonging  to  himfelf,  he  puts  him  into  the 
ground,  and  nothing  more  is  faid  about  it ; — if  he  murders  that 
of  another,  he  has  only  to  pay  the  owner  his  full  value  ;  unlefs, 
indeed,  the  owner  fhould  be  inexorable  and  bring  the  criminal 
before  the  Court  of  Juftice,  a  cafe  which  I  believe  has  not  yet 
happened.  Such  is  the  diftribution  of  juftice  between  a  man 
compelled  to  be  a  flave,  and  one  born  to  be  free  ! 

We  had  little  doubt  that  the  greateft  number  of  the  Hottentot 
men,  who  were  aflembled  at  the  bay,  after  receiving  favour- 
able accounts  from  their  comrades  of  the  treatment  they  expe- 
rienced in  the  Britifti  fervice,  would  enter  as  volunteers  into  this 
corps ;  but  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  old  people,  the  wo- 
men, and  the  children  ?  Klaas  Stuurman  found  no  difficulty  in 
making  a  provifion  for  them.  "  Reftore,"  fays  he,  "  the  coun- 
"  try  of  which  our  fathers  have  been  defpoiled  by  the  Dutch, 
"  and  we  have  nothing  more  to  afk."  I  endeavoured  to  con- 
vince him  how  little  advantage  they  were  likely  to  derive  from 
the  pofTeflion  of  a  country,  without  any  other  property,  or  the 
means  of  deriving  a  fubfiftence  from  it :  but  he  had  the  better 
of  the  argument.  "  We  lived  very  contentedly,"  faid  he, 
"  before  thefe  Dutch  plunderers  molefted  us ;  and  why  fhould 
**  we  not  do  fo  again,  if  left  to  ourfelves  ?   Has  not  the  Groot 

"  Baas 


SOUTHERN  AFRICA. 


1 1 1 


"  Baas  (the  Great  Mafter)  given  plenty  of  grafs-roots,  and  ber- 
'*  ries,  and  gramoppers  for  our  ufe  ;  and,  till  the  Dutch  de- 
"flroyed  them,  abundance  of  wild  animals  to  hunt  ?  And  will 
"  they  not  return  and  multiply  when  thefe  deftroyers  are 
"  gone  ?"  We  prevailed,  however,  upon  Klaas  to  deliver  up 
th^ir  arms,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  follow  the  troops  until 
fome  arrangement  could  be  made  for  their  future  welfare. 

Proceeding  on  our  march,  along  the  banks  of  the  Sunday 
River,  and  among  the  vaft  thickets  that  almoft  entirely  covered 
this  part  of  the  country,  we  fell  in  with  a  prodigious  number  of 
KafFers  with  their  cattle,  belonging,  as  they  told  us,  to  a  pow- 
erful chief  named  Congo.  This  man  was  at  the  head  of  all  the 
other  emigrant  chiefs  who  had  fled  from  the  Kaffer  country, 
eaftward  of  the  Great  Fifh  River,  on  account  of  fome  enmity 
fubfifting  between  them  and  their  King  Gaika,  with  whom  I 
had,  in  vain,  attempted,  in  company  of  the  Landroft,  to  bring 
about  a  reconciliation  two  years  before.  As  the  pofition  he  now 
occupied  not  only  encroached  very  much  upon  the  territorial 
rights  of  the  colony,  but  was  alfo  far  within  the  line  actually  in- 
habited by  the  Dutch  boors,  we  deemed  it  expedient  to  endeavour 
to  prevail  upon  him  to  move  towards  the  eaftward  ;  and  for  this 
purpofe,  we  fent  a  meflenger  to  requeft  that  he  would  give  us 
the  meeting.  The  anfwer  brought  back  fignified,  that  he  did 
not  care  to  come  alone,  and  that  he  defired  to  know,  if  we  had 
any  objections  to  receive  him  at  the  head  of  a  certain  number  of 
his  people.  The  meffenger  being  told  he  might  bring  with  him 
any  number  of  his  attendants  not  exceeding  thirty,  he  fhortly 
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made  his  appearance  at  the  head  of  a  party  to  that  amount,  each 
armed  with  a  haffagay  or  fpear. 

On  being  told  how  neceflary  it  was,  for  the  fake  of  preferving 
tranquillity,  that  he  mould  quit  his  prefent  ftation  among  the 
boors,  he  replied,  with  great  firmnefs,  that  the  ground  he  then 
flood  upon  was  his  own  by  inheritance,  for  that  his  father  had 
been  cheated  out  of  it  by  a  Dutch  Landroft  of  Graaf  Reynet ; 
that,  however,  being  defirous  of  remaining  in  friendfhip  with 
the  Engliih,  he  would  remove  eaflward  in  the  courfe  of  three 
days ;  but  that  it  was  impofTible  for  him  to  crofs  the  Great 
Fifh  River,  as  there  was  a  deadly  hatred,  or,  as  he  exprefTed  it, 
there  was  blood  between  Ga'ika  and  himfelf;  and  that  Gaika  was 
then  much  too  powerful  for  him. 

The  decided  tone  in  which  he  fpoke,  at  the  head  of  his  fmall 
party,  when  furrounded  by  Britifh  troops  ;  his  prepofTefling  coun- 
tenance, and  tall  mufcular  figure,  could  not  fail  to  excite  a 
ftrong  intereft  in  his  favour.  An  open  and  manly  deportment, 
free  from  fufpicion,  fear,  or  embarrafTmen*-,  feems  to  chara&erize 
the  KafFer  chiefs.  Though  extremely  good-humoured,  bene- 
volent, and  hofpitable,  they  are  neither  fo  pliant  nor  fo  paf- 
five  as  the  Hottentot.  The  poorer  fort  are  fometimes  led  to 
feek  for  fervice  among  the  boors,  and  engage  themfelves  for  fo 
many  moons  in  confideration  of  fo  many  head  of  cattle  ;  and 
they  never  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  duped  out  of  their  hire  like 
the  eafy  Hottentots.  The  converfation  with  Congo  ended  by 
recommending  him  to  withdraw  his  people  and  their  cattle  from 
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the  banks  of  the  Sunday  River,  to  which  he  gave  a  kind  of  re- 
lu&ant  aflent. 

The  whole  of  the  party  that  accompanied  this  chief  were  tall, 
upright,  and  well  made  men  ;  affording  a  clear  proof  that  ani- 
mal food  is  by  no  means  neceffary  to  promote  the  growth  of 
the  human  fpecies ;  or  to  add  ftrength  of  fibre  to  the  mufcular 
parts  of  the  body;  on  the  contrary,  reafoning  from  the  general 
make  and  ftature  of  the  Dutch  boors,  who  gorge  themfelves 
with  animal  food  floating  in  fat,   from  morning  till  night, 
one  would  be  apt  to  conclude,  that  fo  far  from  being  neceffary, 
it  is  not  even  conducive  to  ftrength  of  mufcle  ;  but  that  its  only' 
tendency  was  to  produce  a  laxity  of  the  fibres,  a  fluggifh  habic 
of  body,  and  extreme  corpulency  ;  for  the  Dutch  boors,  though 
of  a  monftrous  fize,  poffefs  neither  ftrength  nor  activity.  Per- 
haps, indeed,  thefe  two  qualities  may  be  confidered  as  correla- 
tives, and  that  the  defect  of  the  former  may  be  more  owing  to 
a  want  of  the  latter  than  to  the  nature  of  their  food.  Thofe, 
perhaps,  who  have  been  accuftomed  to  obferve  the  peafantry  on 
the  north-weft  coaft  of  Ireland,  a  tall,  ftrong,  and  brawny  race 
of  men,  fubfifting  on  butter- milk  and  potatoes,  will  think  it  un- 
neceflary  to  produce  the  Kaffers  as  inftances  of  the  above  re- 
mark ;  it  may  ferve,  however,  to  mew  that  difference  of  cli- 
mate has  no  power  to  alter  the  general  principle,  and  that  the 
fame  caufe  produces  the  fame  effect  in  the  northern  parts  of  Eu- 
rope and  in  the  fouthern  corner  of  Africa. 


Milk  in  a  curdled  ftate  is  the  principal  food  of  the  Kaffers. 
To  this  they  fometimes  add  a  few  gramineous  roots,  berries  of 
vol.  ii.  various 
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various  kinds,  the  feeds  of  the  Strelitzia  Regince^  and  the  pith 
of  a  large  palm  to  which  botanifts  have  given  the  name  of 
Zamia.    I  obferved  alfo  large  tuberous  roots,  each  the  fize  of  a 
man's  head,  of  a  fpongy  fubftance  and  an  auftere  pungent  tafte,. 
but  I  was  not  able  to  trace  the  plant  of  which  they  were  the 
roots.    They  rarely  kill  any  of  their  cattle  unlefs  on  particular 
occafions.    They  poflefs  no  other  domeftic  animals  to  yield 
them  food.    In  the  whole  Kaffer  country  there  is  neither  fheep 
nor  goats,  pigs  nor  poultry.    They  cultivate  no  kind  of  grain 
nor  vegetables   on  this  fide  of  the  Great  Fifh  River,  and 
very  little  on  the  other  fide;  but  the  KafTer  tribes,  more  to  the- 
weftward,  are  very  confiderable  horticulturists.    The  commif- 
fioners,  fent  out  by  the  Britifh  government  in  the  year  1S01, 
to  endeavour  to  procure  a  fupply  of  draught  oxen,  found  ex- 
tenfive  fields  of  a  fpecies  of  Holcus  near  the  city  Lcetakooi  the- 
capital  of  a  tribe  of  Kaffers  called  BooJIjooanas^  fituate  at  the 
diftance  of  fixteen  days'  journey  beyond  the  Orange  River,  in 
the  direction  of  north-eaft  from  the  Cape. 

In  the  official  report  of  the  commiflioners,  delivered  to  Ge- 
neral Dundas,  their  entrance  into  this  city  is  thus  defcribed  : — 
"  Paffing  through  feveral  large  tracts  of  ground,  that  were  laid 
'*'  out  and  cultivated  like  fo  many  gardens,  we  arrived  about 
**  noon  at  the  city  of  Leetakoo,  not  a  little  aftoniihed  to  find,  in 
"  this  part  of  the  world,  a  large  and  populous  city.  We  pro- 
"  ceeded  to  the  refidence  of  the  chief,  whofe  name  was  Moo- 
"  liaban,  where  we  found  him,  with  the  elders  of  the  place, 
*'  feated  on  a  plain  that  was  enclofed  with  wood .. . .  he  offered 
14  us  fome  curdled  milk.    After  the  reception  he  conducted  us 
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"  to  his  habitation,  and  introduced  us  to  his  wives  and  chiU 
"  dren  j  here  alfo  we  faw  numbers  of  women,  who  gazed  at 
"  us  with  aftonifliment.  His  houfe,  like  all  the  reft  in  the 
"  town,  was  built  in  a  circular  form,  being  about  fixteen  feet 
*'  in  diameter.  The  bottom  part,  to  the  height  of  four  feet 
u  from  the  ground,  was  flone  laid  in  clay,  and  wooden  fpars 
"  erected  at  certain  diftances.  On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  circle, 
<c  about  the  fourth  part  of  the  houfe  was  open,  the  other  three- 
"  fourths  entirely  clofed.  A  round  pointed  roof  covered  the 
**  whole  in  the  form  of  a  tent,  well  thatched  with  long  reeds, 
"  or  with  the  draws  of  the  holcus.  From  the  centre  to  the 
"  back  part  of  the  houfe,  a  circular  apartment  is  made  off, 
a  with  a  narrow  entrance  into  it,  where  the  head  of  the  fa- 
"  mily  takes  his  nightly  reft  ;  the  other  members  of  the  family 
M  fleep  in  the  fore  part,  or  between  the  large  and  fmall  circles 
<c  of  the  houfe.  All  the  houfes  were  enclofed  by  pallifades ; 
"  and  the  fpaee  between  thefe  and  the  dwelling  ferves  for  a 
*'  granary  and  ftore  for  their  grain  and  pulfe.  Thefe  granaries 
"  were  conftruded  in  the  form  of  oil  jars,  of  baked  clay,  the 
M  capacity  of  each  being  at  the  leaft  two  hundred  gallons  j  and 
l(  they  were  fupported  on  tripods,  compofed  of  the  fame  ma- 
"  terial,  which  raifed  them  about  nine  inches  above  the  ground. 
"  They  were  covered  with  a  round  ftraw  roof  ereded  on  poles, 
"  and  fufficiently  high  to  admit  an  opening  into  the  jars,  the 
"  upper  edges  of  which  were  from  five  to  fix  feet  from  the 
"  ground. 

"  We  walked  through  the  town  and  obferved  that  both 
u  within  it,  and  on  every  fide,  were  plantations  of  that  fpecies 
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"  of  Mimofa  which  conftitutes  the  principal  food  of  the  Ca- 
"  melopardalis.  We  eftimated  the  city  to  be,  in  its  circum- 
w  ference,  as  large  as  Cape  Town,  with  all  the  gardens  of  Table 
M  Valley ;  but  it  was  impoflible  to  afcertain  the  number  of 
M  houfes,  on  account  of  the  irregularity  of  the  ftreets,  and  low- 
M  nefs  of  the  buildings,  but  concluded  they  muft  amount  fome- 
"  where  between  two  and  three  thoufand,  of  the  fame  kind, 
M  but  not  fo  large,  as  that  of  the  chief.  The  whole  population, 
"  including  men,  women,  and  children,  we  confidered  to  be 
"  from  ten  to  fifteen  thoufand  fouls.  Tracing  our  route  from 
*'  the  laft  place  in  the  Roggeveld,  upon  Mr.  Barrow's  map,  and 
"  continuing  the  fame  fcale,  we  calculated  the  fituation  of 
"  Leetakoo  to  be  in  latitude  260  30'  fouth,  and  Longitude  270  00' 
"  eaft  from  Greenwich*" 

The  women  here,  as  well  as  among  the  eaftern  KafFers, 
and  indeed  in  all  nations  juft  emerged  from  a  favage  Rate, 
went  through  all  the  hard  labour  and  drudgery  that  was  re- 
quired for  the  fupport  of  the  family.  They  not  only  performed" 
the  talk  of  breaking  up  the  ground  with  a  kind  of  hoe  made 
of  iron,  and  afterwards  planted  it,  but  they  conftrufted  their 
habitations,  and  collected  the  materials  that  were  neceflary  for 
the  fame.  They  reaped  the  grain,  cleared  it  from  the  huik, 
and  laid  it  up  in  the  granaries,  which,  with  other  earthen  pots 
and  wooden  velfels,  were  the  work  of  their  hands.  The  men 
prepare  the  {kins  and  hides  which  ferve  for  fhoes,  and  make 
them  up  into  cloaks  for  themfelves,  their  wives,  and  children ; 
they  attend  alfo  the  cattle,  milk  the  cows,  and  hunt  the  ante- 
lopes 
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lopes  and  other  game,  with  a  weapon  called  the  HafTagai,  which 
is  ufed  alfo  in  battle. 

I  obferved,  in  the  former  volume,  that  the  Kaffers  were  not 
the  aborigines  of  the  fouthern  angle  of  Africa  j  that  they  might, 
perhaps,  derive  their  origin  from  fome  of  thofe  wandering  tribes 
of  Arabs  known  by  the  name  of  Beduins.  I  am  more  than 
ever  convinced  they  are  of  Arabic  origin.  Their  paftoral  habits 
and  manners,  their  kind  and  friendly  reception  to  ftrangers, 
their  tent-fhaped  houfes,  the  remains  of  Iflamifm  difcoverable 
in  one  of  its  ftrongeft  features,  the  circumcifion  of  male  chil- 
dren, univerfally  pra&ifed  among  the  KafFer  hordes,  all  denote 
their  affinity  to  the  Beduin  tribes.  Their  countenance  alfo  is 
Arabic  ;  the  colour  only  differs,  which  in  fome  tribes  varies 
from  deep  bronze  to  jet  black,  bat  mod  generally  the  latter  is 
the  prevailing  colour.  Nor  can  I  fuppofe  they  owe  this  colour 
to  their  connection  with  thofe  blacks  which  are  ufually  called  Ne- 
groes, as  they  have  no  refemblance,  in  any  part  of  the  body, 
to  the  peculiar  conformation  of  this  race  of  human  beings.  To 
the  Ethiopeans  or  Abyffinians  they  have  a  much  clofer  re- 
femblance. 

The  public  will  fhortly  have  an  opportunity  of  forming  a 
better  judgment,  than  by  any  defcription  I  can  convey,  of  the 
KafFer  countenance  and  figure,  from  the  accurate  pencil  of  Mr. 
S.  Daniell,  who  accompanied  the  above-mentioned  commiffion- 
ers,  and  who  is  preparing  for  publication  a  fet  of  valuable  prints, 
which  are  meant  to  defcribe  the  character  and  coftume  of  the 
■various  tribes  of  natives  that  environ  the  Cape  fettlement,  toge- 
ther 
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ther  with  accurate  and  fpirited  figures  of  the  quadrupeds  men- 
tioned in  my  former  volume,  with  others  hitherto  undefcribed. 

How  far  the  belt  of  country  extends  in  width  acrofs  the 
ibuthern  part  of  Africa,  inhabited  by  the  KafTers,  is  not  exactly 
known,  but  the  points  on  each  coaft  are  fufficiently  afcertained 
to  which  they  do  not  exterjd.  To  the  fouthward  of  the  Portu- 
gueze  fettlement  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  the  natives  are  Kaffers  j  but 
from  the  defcription  given  of  them  they  appear  to  be  a  dege- 
nerated race.  They  are  however  free,  nor  has  Portugueze 
avarice  yet  dared  to  attempt  to  make  them  (laves.  This  is  not 
the  cafe  to  the  northward.  At  Mozambique  and  SofFala  the 
black  people  are  all  negroes,  not,  however,  at  the  prefent  day, 
natives  of  the  fea-coaft,  but  fuch  as  are  brought  down  from  the 
interior  as  articles  of  trade.  From  Mozambique  they  have  now, 
as  appears  from  the  information  of  a  Portugueze  flave  merchant, 
a  direct  communication  acrofs  the  continent  with  their  fettle- 
ments  of  Congo,  Loango,  and  Benguela,  on  the  weft  coaft,  be- 
tween which  negro  merchants  are  eftablilhed  in  different  parts 
of  the  country.  So  that  there  are  no  Kaffers  in  the  line  of  this 
route. 

The  commiflioners,  from  whofe  report  I  have  above  quoted, 
were  informed  at  Leetakoo  that  another  powerful  tribe  of  the  fame 
nation,  called  the  Baroloos  dwelt  at  the  diftance  of  eight  or  ten 
days1  journey  farther  to  the  northward.  Reckoning  the  average 
of  a  day's  journey  to  be  twenty  miles,  we  (hall  find  the  Baroloos 
inhabiting  the  country  under  the  fouthern  tropic  j  and  we  may 
conclude,  from  the  following  inforfjpation  which  Mr.  Triiter 

^F'  received 


SOUTHERN  AFRICA.  n9 

received  of  this  people,  that  they  are  not  the  laft  to  the  north- 
ward.   He  was  told,  "  That  they  were  of  a  kind  and  friendly 
M  difpofition  ;  that  their  town  was  fo  extenfive,  that  if  a  perfon 
tc  fet  out  in  the  morning  from  one  extremity,  and  travelled 
"  to  the  other,  he  would  not  be  able  to  return  before  the  fol- 
"  lowing  day ;  that  this  town  contained  many  thoufand  inha- 
"  bitants  ;  that  the  people  were  very  ingenious  in  carving  of 
"  wood,  and  that  they  had  furnaces  for  fmelting  both  copper 
"  and  iron  ;  that  they  were  exceedingly  rich  in  cattle  ;  their 
"  gardens  and  lands  were  better  cultivated,  and  their  dwellings 
"  much  fuperior  to  thofe  of  Leetakoo."    The  Damaras  alfo, 
whom  I  mentioned  in  my  former  travels  to  be  in  poffeffion  of 
the  art  of  fmelting  copper  from  the  ore,  as  well  as  I  could  colled; 
from  report,  are  inhabitants  of  the  Tropic ;  and  they  are  com- 
plete Kaffers,  differing  in  nothing  from  thofe  on  the  eaftern 
coaft.    I  mould  fuppofe,  therefore,  that  a  line  drawn  from  the 
24th  parallel  of  latitude  on  the  eaft  coaft,  to  the  20th  on  the 
weft,  may  mark  the  boundary,  or  nearly  fo,  between  the  Kaffers 
and  the  negroes. 

The  late  Colonel  Gordon  was  of  opinion,  that  a  line  from 
Gape  Negro,  on  the  weft  coaft,  to  Cape  Corientes  on  the  eaft, 
marked  the  boundaries  between  the  Kaffers  and  the  negroes ; 
but  in  this  he  was  obvioufly  miftaken  ;  a  line  from  thefe  two 
points  including  Portuguese  fettlements  on  both  lides,  that  on 
the  eaft  coaft  being  known  to  be  inhabited  by  the  fame  kind  of 
ftupid  negroes  that  are  natives  of  Mofambique.  Nor  have  we 
any  reafon  for  fuppofing  that,  by  the  Portugueze  taking  pof- 
feffion of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  the  Kaffers  have  been  driven  in  to- 
wards- 
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wards  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  for  Vafco  de  Gama  found  the 
inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  coaft  of  a  copper  or  brown  co- 
lour, clothed  in  cotton,  in  filk,  and  fatin  bonnets  ;  and  a  little 
further  to  the  northward  he  met  with  Indian  (hips  having  on 
board  both  compaifes  and  charts.  The  Arabs,  in  fact,  at  that 
time,  had  pofl'effion  of  all  the  coaft  from  Cape  Corientes  to  the 
Red  Sea. 

The  tribe  of  Congo  appeared  to  be  very  prolific  ;  children, 
in  fwarms,  iffued  from  the  thickets  ;  and  fuch  as  were  under  the 
age  of  eight  or  nine  years  were  perfectly  naked  ;  they  exhibited 
no  appearances  of  being  fcantily  fed,  but,  on  the  contrary,  were 
plump  and  healthful. 

Juft  the  reverfe  was  the  condition  of  their  dogs.  Thefe  ani- 
mals were  the  mod  lean  and  miferable  looking  creatures  I  ever 
beheld,  and  their  numbers  feemed  little  inferior  to  thofe  of  the 
children.  It  is  a  fortunate  circumftance  for  the  Kaffers,  and 
equally  fo  for  the  colonifts,  who  are  no  lefs  fond  of  dogs  than 
the  former,  that,  notwithftanding  the  heat  of  the  climate,  the 
canine  madnefs,  with  its  concomitant  and  remarkable  fymptom 
the  hydrophobia  or  dread  of  water,  is  totally  unknown.  One 
of  the  greateft  nuifances  in  Cape  Town  is  the  number  of  dogs 
that  prowl  about  the  ftreets  (acknowledging  no  mafter)  particu- 
larly by  night,  when  they  quit  their  dens  and  lurking  places,  in 
queft  of  the  ofFals  of  butchers'  fhops.  In  this  refpecl,  however, 
they  are  of  ufe,  for  the  lazy  Dutchman  conceives  he  has  done  his 
part  by  calling  them  out  of  the  flaughter-houfe  into  the  ftreet. 
Before  the  Englifti  brought  in  a  garrifon  of  five  thoufand  men, 
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the  head,  the  heart,  the  liver,  &c.  were  all  included  among  the 
offals ;  but  an  increafe  in  the  confumption  having  caufed  an 
increafe  in  the  price  of  butchers'  meat,  thefe  parts  of  the  animal 
have,  of  late,  been  fold  as  well  as  the  carcafe  ;  and  the  dogs  have 
confequently  lefs  to  clear  away.  Sometimes  the  wolves  and 
hyenas  defcend  from  their  dens  in  the  Table  Mountain,  and 
.  cjifpute  the  fpoil  with  the  dogs :  at  fuch  times  the  town  re- 
founds  with  their  hideous  hovvlings  the  whole  night  long. 

The  circumftance  of  Southern  Africa  being  free  from  the 
canine  madnefs,  and  alfo  from  the  fmall  pox,  would  lead  one 
to  conclude  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  of  thefe  difeafes 
were  of  fpontaneous  origin  ;  but  that  actual  biting  in  the  one 
cafe,  and  actual  contact,  in  the  other,  were  neceffary  for  their 
production.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  caufe  that  firft 
created  thofe  difeafes,  it  fhould  feem  fuch  caufe  has  not  yet 
exitted  here,  or  that  the  climate  is  unfavourable  for  its  opera- 
tion. Twice  fince  the  foundation  of  the  colony  the  fmall  pox 
have  been  brought  into  it,  and  both  times  have  committed 
dreadful  havock  among  the  fettlers.  That  fuch  will  always  be 
the  fatal  effects,  may  readily  be  imagined  among  fo  grofs  a  peo- 
ple, unprepared  for  the  reception  of  the  difeafe,  and  ignorant 
how  to  treat  it.;  but  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  conceive  in  what  man- 
ner they  got  rid  of  it.  I  believe  it  is  now  forty  years  fince  the 
laft  time  it  made  its  appearance.  All  the  old  Kaffers,  I  obferved, 
were  itrongly  marked  with  it ;  the  difeafe,  they  fay,  was  brought 
among  them  by  a  fhip  that  was  ftranded  on  their  coaft;  and  I 
fhould  conclude  it  has  vifited  them  fince  the  time  it  was  laft 
brought  into  Cape  Town,  as  the  chief  Congo,  who  could  not, 
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when  we  faw  him,  be  above  thirty  years  of  age,  was  marked 
with  the  fmall  pox.  It  is  rather  lingular  that  a  difeafe,  which 
is  fuppofcd  to  have  originated  in  the  northern  parts  of  this  con- 
tinent, and  from  thence  difleminated  into  every  corner  of  the- 
world,  mould  neither  be  endemic  in  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
the  fame  continent,  nor  its  contagious  effects,  when  carried 
thither,  of  permanent  duration. 

I  am  aware  that  fome  modern  authors  have  traced  the  origin 
of  the  fmall  pox  to  Arabia,  where  it  was  common  at  the  time 
of  the  flight  from  Mecca ;  but  I  think  Doctor  Mead's  opinion 
more  probable,  that,  at  a  much  earlier  period  it  prevailed,  along 
with  the  plague,  in  Ethiopia  and  other  inland  countries  of 
Northern  Africa.  For  had  a  difeafe  of  fo  contagious  a  nature 
been  endemic  in  Arabia,  in  the  beginning  of  the  feventh  cen- 
tury, when  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  were  the  carriers  of 
the  eaftern,  and  the  conquerors  of  the  weftern  world,  its  bane- 
ful effects  would  fooner  have  been  experienced  in  foreign  na- 
tions. That  the  Saracens  and  Arabians  were  the  means  of  dif- 
perfing  it  through  the  world,  there  can  be  little  doubt.  The 
Chinefe,  according  to  their  own  annals,  had  it  from  the  latter 
in  the  tenth  century ;  and  as  Doctor  Mead  has  obferved,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  twelfth  century  it  gained  \wft  ground  by 
means  of  the  wars  waged  by  a  confederacy  of  the  Chriftian 
powers  againft  the  Saracens  for  the  recovery  of  the  Holy  Land ; 
"  This  being,"  fays  the  Doctor,  "  the  only  vifible  recompence 
M  of  their  religious  expeditions,  which  they  brought  back  to 
"  their  refpective  countries."  The  Ethiopians  being  a  race 
©f  people  almoft  unknown,  and  fhut  out  from  all  commerce 
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with  the  reft  of  the  world,  will  account  for  its  long  confinement 
to  its  native  foil. 

That  canine  madnefs  is  not  owing  to  heat  of  climate,  as  wc 
are  apt  to  fuppofe  in  England,  may  be  inferred  from  its  non- 
exigence  in  Egypt,  in  the  Weft  India  iflands,  and  other  tropical 
fituations,  as  well  as  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Elope. 

From  the  banks  of  the  Sunday  River  to  head-quarters  in 
Bruyntjes  Hoogte',  little  occurred  that  was  worthy  of  notice. 
The  obfervation  I  formerly  made,  that  men  and  other  animals 
in  Southern  Africa  appear  to  increafe  in  their  bulk,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  elevation  of  the  country  of  which  they  are  inha- 
bitants, was  forcibly  exemplified   in  our  journey  from  the 
Zuure  Veld  to  Bruyntjes  Hoogte.    On  the  plains  of  the  for- 
mer, ftretching  along  the  fea-coaft,  feldom  fubject  to  long 
drought,  and  well  covered  with  grafs,  the  cattle  are  generally 
lean  and  of  a  diminutive  fize,  and  flieep  will  fcarcely  exift.  On 
the  heights  of  the  latter,  where  half  the  furface  of  the  ground 
is  naked,  and  the  grafs  found  only  here  and  there  in  tufts,  they 
have  the  fineft  oxen,  without  exception,  in  the  whole  colony, 
and  fheep  equal  to  thofe  of  the  fnowy  mountains.    Nor  are 
thefe  heights  lefs  favourable  to  the  growth  of  the  human  fpecies. 
The*  e  is  fcarcely  a  family  in  which  fome  part  of  it  has  not  ar- 
rived to  a  very  unufual  fize.    But  of  all  the  monftrous  beings 
I  ever  beheld,  in  the  ftiape  of  a  human  creature,  was  a  woman 
of  the  name  of  Van  Vooren,    So  vaft  was  her  bulk  that,  al- 
though in  perfect  health,  free  from  rheumatic  or  other  local 
complaints,  and  under  forty  years  of  age,  fhe  had  not  been 
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able  to  walk  for  the  laft  twelve  years  of  her  life ;  nor,  what 
was  ftill  more  extraordinary,  to  raife  herlelf  to  a  fitting  pof- 
ture  upon  the  bed  without  the  help  of  a  ftick,  tied  by  the 
middle  with  a  firing,  and  fufpended  from  the  roof.  Her  arm, 
above  the  elbow,  meafured  23  Dutch  inches,  or  23*-  Englim, 
in  circumference.  Yet,  in  this  hclplefs  and  deplorable  iituation, 
Mademoifelle,  for  £he  was  an  unmarried  lady,  contrived  to 
fulfil  the  end  of  her  creation,  by  bringing  into  the  world  a 
fine  healthy  child.  The  fate,  however,  of  this  extraordinary 
perfon,  as  I  have  fince  been  informed,  was  attended  with  very 
melancholy  circumftances.  In  the  fubfequent  wars  between 
the  boors  and  the  Hottentots,  the  houfe  in  which  me  lived  was 
attacked  and  fet  on  fire.  All  the  reft  of  the  family  effected  their 
efcape,  except  this  unfortunate  creature,  whom  they  found  it 
tmpoflible,  on  account  of  her  fize,  to  get  through  the  door, 
and  were  therefore  under  the  necefiity  of  leaving  to  perifh  in 
the  flames. 

From  Bruyntjes  Hoogte'  we  proceeded  to  the  Kaffer  frontier. 
The  Great  Fifh  River  was  now  fo  low,  that  except  in  thofe 
places  where  it  ftood  in  deep  holes,  we  could  croft  it  without 
wetting  our  feet.  Not  a  fingle  hippopotamus  was  now  to  be 
feen  in  any  of  thofe  holes,  where,  on  my  former  vifit,  they  were 
fo  abundant.  I  fufpedt  they  occafionally  migrate  to  other  rivers, 
and  if  fo  it  muft  be  over  land,  as  the  fea  affords  no  fubfiftence 
for  them,  nor  does  it  appear  that  they  can  long  remain  in  fait 
water  near  the  mouths  of  rivers.  It  is  certain,  at  leaft,  that 
they  always  quit  fuch  fituations  at  night,  and  travel  over  land, 
fometimes  many  miles.,  in  fearch  of  frefh  water.    So  that  the 
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Dufch  name  of  Jea-cow  is  equally  improper  as  their  ancient  ap- 
j  pellation  of  hippopotamus  or  river-horfe.   The  river  rhinofceros 
would  be  a  more  appropriate  name  than  any  other,  although  it 
has  no  horns  upon  its  nofe,  which  obtained  for  the  land  animal 
the  appellation  of  the  nofc-horn^  %iv<&>  Kegacr.    With  the  natural 
hiftory  and  habits  of  this  extraordinary  amphibious  animal  (if 
I  may  be  allowed  to  call  it  fo),  we  are  very  imperfectly  ac- 
quainted ;  nor  have  I  feen  any  figure  that  conveys  an  accurate 
reprefcntation  of  its  character,  fhape,  and  magnitude,  except  in 
a  drawing  made  from  nature  by  Mr.  Daniell,  from  which  a 
print  will  appear  in  his  intended  publication.    Nor  do  I  know 
of  any  good  figure  of  the  African  rhinofceros,  which  is  altoge- 
ther different  from  that  of  India  covered  with  its  hide  of  mail. 
The  {kin  of  the  two-horned  rhinofceros  is  comparatively  fmooth, 
and  has  none  of  the  folds  fo  remarkable  in  that  of  the  one- 
horned  fpecies ;  but  it  is  fo  thick  that  the  Dutch  boors  cut  out 
of  it  their  largeft  fambocs  or  horfe-rods,  which,  if  well  prepared, 
are  better  than  thofe  of  the  hippopotamus,  and  tranfparent  as 
amber.    The  head  of  this  animal  is  very  remarkable.   Not  only 
the  horns  fit  upon  the  nofe,  but  the  eyes  alfo  are  placed  in  it, 
being  directly  under  the  root  of  the  larger  horn  ;  and  they  are  fo 
minute,  that  one  would  fuppofe  them  of  little  ufe  to  fo  huge  a 
creature.    But  nature,  always  provident,has  reme  died  this  feem- 
irig  inconvenience  by  placing  them  in  projecting  fockets,  in 
which  they  turn  in  all  directions  like  thofe  of  the  little  came- 
leon.    Had  the  eye  been  placed  in  the  ufual  part  of  the  face, 
juft  below  the  projecting  forehead,  which  is  very  large,  the 
vifual  rays  would  have  embraced  only  about  180  degrees,  or 
half  of  the  horizon ;  whereas,  in  their  prefent  pofition,  they 
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have  a  much  greater  fcope,  being  able,  I  mould  fuppofe,  with- 
out any  motion  of  the  head,  to  fvvecp  from  260  to  270  de- 
grees. Of  two  varieties  of  this  animal  Mr.  Daniell  has  made 
excellent  drawings,  in  one  of  which  the  upper  horn  is  almoft 
as  large  as  the  lower,  and  is  pointed  towards  it. 

Having  collected  the  forces  that  had  been  ftationed  along  the 
banks  of  the  Great  Fifh  River,  we  let  out  upon  our  return  to 
Algoa  Bay.  On  approaching  the  Sunday  River,  and  perceiv- 
ing that  the  Kaffers  had  made  no  preparations  for  departing,  it 
was  thought  advifable  to  renew  the  mefiage  to  their  chief  Congo. 
.In  the  mean  time  the  troops  and  the  waggons  proceeded  on 
their  march.  After  waiting  fome  time  the  meflenger  returned 
without  b^ing  able  to  fpeak  to  the  chief.  Whatever  reluctance 
Congo  had  difcovered  to  quit  the  ftation  he  had  taken  up  among 
the  colonifts,  it  never  entered  into  our  calculations  that  he  would 
be  rafh  and  imprudent  enough  to  commence  an  attack  againft  a 
large  body  of  regular  troops.  Such,  however,  was  the  flep  he 
chofe  to  take,  at  the  inftigation,  as  we  afterwards  found,  of  fome 
of  the  rebel  boors,  who  had  fled  amongft  his  people,  in  preference 
of  appearing  before  the  General  in  Bruyntjes  Hoogte'.  Juft  as 
we  came  up  with  the  main  body  a  fudden  alarm  was  raifed  in 
the  rear.  A  Hottentot  driver  of  one  of  the  waggons  was  killed 
by  a  haffagai  that  had  been  thrown  at  him  by  fome  perfon 
polled  in  ambufh.  Kaffers  began  to  appear  in  great  numbers 
on  all  the  heights,  collecting,  apparently,  with  a  view  to  attack 
us ;  and  feveral  were  obferved  clofe  upon  us  lurking  in  the 
bufhes.  Being  at  this  awkward  juncture  in  a  narrow  defile, 
choaked  almoft  with  bruftvwood,  and  furrounded  with  KafFers, 
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we  found  it  neceffary  to  difcharge  two  or  three  rounds  of  grape 
from  two  field-pieces,  in  order  to  clear  the  thickets. 

The  fituation  of  the  country  became  more  and  more  embar- 
rafiing.  It  was  a  point  that  required  fome  management  to  pre- 
vent a  junction  between  the  KafFers,  urged  by  the  rebel  boors 
to  this  act  of  aggrcffion,  and  the  diffatisfied  Hottentots,  that 
were  every  where  flying  from  the  perfecutions  of  their  mafters. 
To  get  the  latter  down  to  the  plains  near  Algoa  Bay,  as  fpeedily 
as  poflible,  was  the  raoft  advifable  meafure ;  accordingly,  ac- 
companied by  a  few  dragoons,  I  took  charge  of  the  Hottentots 
and  their  cattle,  and  we  purfued  our  journey  to  the  fouthward  ; 
whilft  the  General  marched  back  into  the  Zuure  Veld,  in  order 
to  pick  up  a  party  of  infantry  that  had  been  ftationed  there, 
with  a  view  of  cutting  off  a  retreat  of  the  boors  into  the  KafFer 
country. 

Whether  it  happened  that,  in  paffing  through  the  woods,,  we 
had  picked  up  fome  of  the  cattle  belonging  to  the  Kaffers,  or 
that  they  had  a  defign  upon  thofe  of  the  Hottentots  that  were 
driven  before  us,  is  not  certain  ;  but  on  our  arrival,  towards  the 
evening,  at  Zwart  Kop's  River,  a  number  of  the  Kaffers  were 
obferved  lurking  among  the  fhrubbery.  About  the-  middle  of 
the  night,  the  centinel,  which  we  had  placed  by  way  of  precau- 
tion, gave  the  alarm  of  an  enemy.  Upon  this  a  ferjeant  of  dra- 
goons obferving  fomething  move  in  the  dark,  ruihed  into  the 
buihes,  and,  firing  his  piftol,  brought  a  man  to  the  ground.  It 
was  a  young  well-looking  Kaffer  about  fix  feet  high.  He  made 
great  efforts  to  remain  on  his  feet,  but  weakened  by  lofs  of 
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blood,  he  could  not  ftand  without  fupport.  On  examining  his 
wound,  we  found  the  ball  had  entered  juft  below  the  moulder 
blade,  and  patted  through  the  right  breaft.  With  fome  difficulty 
we  contrived  to  flop  the  hemorrhage,  and  to  bind  up  the  wound, 
after  warning  it  well  with  milk  and  water.  From  the  diftor- 
tions  of  countenance,  and  the  large  drops  of  fweat  that  ran 
over  his  body,  it  was  very  evident  that  he  frittered  a  violent  de- 
gree of  pain  ;  but  he  neither  vented  a  figh  nor  a  groan,  nor 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  open  his  lips,  although  fpoken  to  in 
his  own  language  by  a  Hottentot  interpreter.  We  caufed  him 
to  be  carried  into  a  clean  ftraw  hut,  and  milk  in  a  curdled  ftatc 
to  be  brought  to  him,  but  he  refufed  it.  At  an  early  hour  in 
the  morning  I  went  to  ihe  hut  to  inquire  after  the  patient's 
health,  but  he  was  gone.  The  coffray^  or  infidel,  at  the  point 
of  death,  thought  it  fafer  to  crawl  into  the  woods,  than  to  re- 
main in  the  hands  of  Chriftians, 

From  Zwart  Kop's  River  we  proceeded  to  a  plain  that  is  con- 
tiguous to  Algoa  Bay,  where,  to  our  great  aftonifhment,  we 
found  the  whole  of  the  boors  and  their  families  afiembled,  who 
had  been  plundered  by  the  Hottentots,  with  their  cattle  and 
waggons  and  the  remains  of  their  property,  waiting  our  arrival ; 
in  order,  as  they  faid,  to  claim  protection  againft  the  heathens. 
It  was  a  painful  fituation  to  be  thus  placed  between  two  parties, 
each  claiming  protection,  and  each  vowing  vengeance  againft 
the  other,  without  poflefling  the  means  ■  of  keeping  them 
^funder.  My  whole  ftrength  confifted  in  about  a  dozen  dra- 
goons ;  the  Hottentots,  great  and  final),  amounted  to  upwards 
of  five  hundred  \  and  the  boors,  with  their  families,  to  about 
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one  hundred  and  fifty.  Fortunately  the  Rattlefnake  was  ftill 
in  the  bay,  and  I  obtained  from  Captain  Gooch  twenty  armed 
teamen ;  and,  the  more  effectually  to  keep  the  contending  par- 
ties in  order,  I  caufed  a  fwivel  gun  to  be  mounted  on  a  poft  im- 
mediately between  the  boors  and  the  Hottentots. 

In  this  ftate,  after  many  days  anxiety,  in  which  none  palled 
without  quarrels  and  bickerings  between  the  boors  and  Hotten- 
tots, I  received  a  letter  from  General  Vandeleur,  flaring,  that  the 
Kaffers,  infligated  by  the  rebel  boors,  had  been  led  to  the  bold 
meafure  of  attacking  his  camp  near  Bosjefman's  River,  for  the 
lake,  as  he  fuppofed,  of  obtaining  a  fupply  of  gunpowder  ;  that 
the  latter  had  kept  up  a  pretty  brifk  fire  from  behind  the  bufties, 
but  that  the  Kaffers  finding  it  ufelefs  to  oppofe  their  long  mif- 
file  weapons  againft  mufquetry,  retired  for  a  moment  but  foon 
appeared  again,  rufhing  forward  upon  the  open  plain,  with  the 
iron  part  only  of  the  Haffagai  in  their  hands.  That,  however, 
after  feveral  rounds  of  grape  from  the  field-pieces,  and  the  fire 
of  the  infantry,  by  which  numbers  were  killed,  they  retreated 
into  the  thickets. 

Thefe  people  foon  perceived  of  how  much  greater  advantage 
was  a  fhort  weapon  to  a  mufcular  arm,  than  a  long  miflile  fpear, 
whofe  flow  motion  through  the  air  makes  it  eafily  to  be  avoided. 
The  blade  of  the  Roman  fword,  which  once  conquered  the 
world,  was  only  about  fifteen  inches  long,  and  fuch  a  fword 
would,  perhaps,  at  this  awful  moment,  be  well  fuited  for  the. 
nervous  arm  and  the  bold  and  invincible  fpirit  of  a  Briton. 

vol.  11.  I  The 
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The  fame  letter  gave  an  account  of  an  unfortunate  affair  that 
happened  to  Lieutenant  Chumney  and  twenty  men  of  the  8  lit 
regiment.  This  officer  had  been  detached  towards  the  fea- 
coaft,  and  was  returning  to  the  camp  at  Bosjefman's  River, 
when  he  was  furprized  among  the  thickets  by  a  large  party  of 
Kaffers,  who  attacked  them  hand  to  hand  with  the  iron  part 
of  their  HaiTagais,  the  wooden  (haft  being  previoufly  broken 
off.  This  young  officer  defended  himfelf  bravely  till  fixteen 
of  his  party  were  killed.  The  remaining  four,  with  a  Dutch 
boor,  got  into  a  waggon  that  accompanied  the  detachment,  and 
arrived  fafe  at  the  camp.  Poor  Chumney  was  on  horfeback, 
and  when  the  waggon  fet  out  had  three  HafTagais  flicking  in  his 
body.  Finding  himfelf  mortally  wounded,  and  perceiving  that 
the  whole  aim  of  the  enemy  was  directed  towards  him,  he  made 
a  fign  to  the  waggon  to  drive  off ;  and  turning  his  horfe,  he  fet 
off  in  a  contrary  direction,  purfued  by  the  whole  body  of  Kaf- 
fers ;  affording  thus  an  opportunity  for  the  fmall  remains  of  his 
party  to  fave  their  lives  by  flight.. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs  the  rebel  boors,  affociated  with  the 
Kaffers,  contrived  to  circulate  a  report  among  the  Hottentots  at 
Algoa  Bay,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Englifh  to  put  them 
on  board  (hip,  and  to  fend  them  to  the  Cape.  Such  an  idea 
created  no  fmall  degree  of  alarm  among  thefe  poor  creatures ; 
and  I  obferved  on  the  following  morning,  that  a  great  number 
had  ftolen  away  in  the  night ;  and,  as  we  afterwards  found,  had 
joined  the  Kaffers.  This  malicious  and  ill-judged  conduct  of 
the  boors  was  the  caufe  of  all  the  fubfequent  misfortunes  that 
befel  themfelves  and  their  countrymen,  and  ultimately  brought 
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on  their  own  deftruction.  For  it  not  only  defeated  our  inten- 
tion of  carrying  into  effect  fuch  arrangements  as  were  likely  to 
have  reconciled  the  two  parties  to  each  other ;  but  it  was,  like- 
wife,  the  means  of  bringing  together  a  collective  body  of  Kaf- 
fers  and  Hottentots,  whofe  firft  ftep  was  to  drive  all  the  boors 
out  of  their  fociety,  to  plunder  them  of  the  reft  of  their  cattle, 
fet  fire  to  their  houfes,  and  put  feveral  of  them  to  death.  Hav- 
ing cleared  the  whole  of  the  lower  part  of  Graaf  Reynet,  they 
advanced  into  the  diftrict  of  Zwellendam.  Their  whole  hatred 
was  levelled  againft  the  boors.  Single  dragoons  carrying  dif- 
patches  have  frequently  been  met  by  large  parties  of  thefe  plun- 
derer*, and  fufFered  to  pafs  without  moleftation.  Even  a  houfe, 
which  they  difcovered  at  Plettenberg's  Bay  to  belong  to  an 
Englifh  gentleman,  they  left  undifturbed,  whilft  all  the  reft  that 
fell  in  their  way  were  burnt  to  the  ground. 

The  fame  houfe,  however,  was  afterwards  plundered  by  a 
party  of  boors  who  had  been  collected  by  the  magiftrates  of 
Zweliendam  to  clear  the  diftrict  of  the  KafTers  and  Hottentots. 
Thefe  unprincipled  men,  either  out  of  revenge,  or  from  an 
irrefiftible  impulfe  to  mifchief,  broke  open  the  houfe,  carried 
away  clothing  and  every  thing  that  wras  portable,  drank  all  the 
wine  and  fpirits  they  could  find,  and  made  themfelves  com- 
pletely intoxicated.  Yet  the  very  men  who  committed  thofe 
enormities,  were,  at  that  moment,  under  the  impreffion  that 
•their  deareft  connexions  (if  it  were  poflible  any  thing  could  be 
dear  to  fuch  men),  their  wives,  and  children,  were  mafTacred 
by  the  enemy,  into  whofe  hands  they  knew  them  to  have  fallen. 
They  had  been  met,  it  feems,  a  few  days  before,  in  a  narrow 
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pafs  by  a  party  of  Kaflfers  and  Hottentots,  and,  as  ufual,  on 
perceiving  the  enemy,  mounted  their  horfes  and  galloped  away 
as  faft  as  they  could,  leaving  their  wives  and  children  and  wag- 
gons in  the  poffeffion  of  the  robbers. 

No  outrage  nor  injury  w^ere  offered  to  the  prifoners,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  as  on  all  fimilar  occafions,  they  were  treated  with 
refpect.  They  even  difpatched  a  Hottentot  after  the  fugitive 
boors  to  fay,  that  if  they  chofe  to  ranfom  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren for  a  fmall  quantity  of  powder  and  lead,  and  a  dozen  head 
of  cattle,  they  mould  inftantly  be  delivered  up.  It  is  natural 
to  fuppofe  that,  under  fuch  circumftances,  the  ties  of  kindred 
affection  would  have  fuperfeded  all  confiderations  of  prudence, 
and  have  ftifled  refentment ;  and  that  a  propofal,  which  luld 
out  fuch  eafy  terms  for  the  recovery  of  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, would  have  been  feized  with  avidity.  This,  however, 
was  not  the  cafe.  An  African  boor  has  no  fuch  feelings.;  his 
paflions,  uncontrolled  by  the  powers  of  reafon  or  reflection, 
are  always  predominant.  One  of  the  party,  recognifing  the 
Hottentot,  thus  fent  to  them,  to  Jiave  once  been  in  his  fervice, 
and  recollecting  he  was  now  Handing  before  him  in  the  fhape 
of  an  enemy,  and  defencelefs,  fired  at  once  with  rage  and  re- 
venge, fnatched  up  his  mufquet  in  his  hand,  and  fhot  him  dead 
upon  the  fpot.  Intelligence  of  this  atrocious  act  was  fpeedily 
conveyed,  by  the  companion  of  the  deceafed,  to  the  Kaffers 
and  Hottentots  ;  and  it  was  reported,  and  believed,  that  they  had 
in  confequence  put  all  the  women  and  children  to  death.  And 
under  this  impreflion,  as  I  have  before  obferved,  the  hufbands 
and  fathers  of  thefe  women  and  children  broke  open  Mr.  Cal- 
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lander's  houfe,  and  were  dancing,  in  a  ftate  of  intoxication, 
upon  the  green.  The  prifoners,  however,  were  given  up,  not- 
withftanding  the  murder  of  the  meflenger ;  for  they  difdained, 
as  they  told  them,  to  take  away  the  lives  of  the  innocent ;  but 
that  they  mould  foon  find  an  opportunity  of  avenging  the  death 
of  their  countryman  upon  their  hufbands,  together  with  the. 
many  injuries  and  oppreffions  under  which  they  had  fo  long 
been  labouring. 

It  is  painful  to  dwell  on  fubjects  that  difgrace  human  nature, 
but  as  the  atrocities  of  the  African  colonifts  have  hitherto 
efcaped  the  punifhment  of  the  law,  all  that  can  be  done  is  to 
expofe  them  to  the  horror  and  deteftation  of  mankind.  The 
following  act  ftated  officially  to  government  by  Mr.  Vander 
Kemp,  a  miffionary  in  Graaf  Reynet,  is  enough  to  make  one 
fhudder  at  the  name  of  a  Cape  boor.  This  zealous  and  intel- 
ligent man,  on  finding  the  KafFers  were  not  difpofed  to  profit 
by  his  inftructions,  eftablifhed  himfelf  under  the  1'ancT.ion  of  go- 
vernment near  the  Sunday  River,  in  order  to  try  his  fuccefs 
with  the  more  tractable  Hottentots.  His  little  village  foon  be- 
came an  afylum  for  the  poor  fugitives,  who,  after  their  fkir- 
mifhes  with  the  boors,  had  concealed  themfelves  among  the 
rocks  and  thickets.  They  now  fled  to  Mr.  Vander  Kemp  as  to 
a  place  of  fecurity,  and  to  one  on  whom,  being,  as  they  con- 
fidered  him  to  be,  in  the  fervice  of  the  Britifli  government, 
they  could  place  unbounded  confidence.  Among  others,  one 
poor  fellow  with  his  wife  and  child,  in  his  way  to  the  afylum, 
called  at  a  boor's  houfe  in  Lange  Kloof  of  the  name  of  Van 
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Roy,  a  relation  of  (he  man  who  {hot  the  three  deferters,  to  afk 
for  a  little  milk  for  his  wife  and  child,  who  were  nearly  ex- 
haufted  with  hunger.  The  unfeeling  monfter  feized  the  man, 
and  bringing  a  loaded  mufquet,  ordered  a  Hottentot  in  his  fer- 
vice  to  moot  him  ;  the  Hottentot  obftinately  perfifting  to  refufe, 
the  exalperated  boor  fnatched  the  gun  and  mot  him  dead  upon 
the  fpot,  and  then  caufed  the  other  Hottentot  with  his  wife  and 
child  to  be  murdered  !  If,  obferves  Mr.  Vander  Kemp,  atrocious 
deeds  like  thefe  are  to  pafs  with  impunity,  the  unfortunate  Hot- 
tentots, not  knowing  whom  to  truft,  would  be  driven  to  defpera- 
tion,  and  a  general  infurrection  would  be  the  confequence. 

It  is,  indeed,  much  lefs  furprifing  that  this  nation  fliould,  at 
length,  be  roufed  to  a  fpirit  of  vengeance,  than  that  it  fliould 
fo  long  and  fo  patiently  have  endured  every  fpecies  of  injury. 
As  pretended  friends,  and  mafters,  the  boors  have  always  treated 
them  with  injuftice  and  oppreffion  ;  as  enemies,  with  barbarous 
inhnmanity.  In  their  expeditions  againft  the  Bosjefmans,  of 
which  I  have  fpoken  at  large  in  the  former  volume,  their  chief 
.aim  is  to  murder  the  men,  and  make  the  children  flaves.  I  can- 
not convey  a  better  idea  in  what  manner  they  have  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  conduct  their  hoftile  expeditions  againft  the  Kaffers, 
than  by  inlerting  a  few  articles  of  the  inftru&ions,  propofed  by 
the  Landroft  of  one  of  the  diftricts,  to  be  given  to  the  com- 
mandant. 

**  Article  ift.  No  unnecefTary  cruelty  to  be  exercifed  on  the 
"  prifoners,  on  pain  of  exemplary  punifhment. 

"  Article 
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"  Article  2d.  The  women  and  children,  and  efpeclally  thofe 
"  of  the  Kaffers,  that  may  happen  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
"  Commando,  are  not  to  be  mal-treated,  nor  the-  children  taken 
<;  away;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  fafely  returned  by  a  proper 
"  perfon  to  their  refpective  families,  after  the  late  example 
"  Jhewn  by  the  Kaffers  at  Plettenberg's  Bay."  (This  alludes  to 
the  circumftances  I  have  already  related.) 

"  Article  3d.  On  the  conqueft  of  any  kraal  (village)  the  huts 
"  are  not  to  be  fet  on  fire,  as  ufual ;  as  there  is  every  reafon  for 
"  fuppofmg  that,  to  this  practice  alone,  the  burning  and  plun- 
'*  dering  of  our  farm-houfes  are  to  be  afcribed. 

"  Article  4th.  The  dead  carcafds  of  the  enemy  are  not  to  be 
M  violated,  as  has  ufual ly  been  the  practice  of  the  evil-difpofed 
u  part  of  the  Commandos,  by  cutting  them  with  knives,  lajhing 
"  them  with  waggon  whips,  and  hacking  them  with  Jlones ;  as 
"  fuch  conduct  tends  only  to  exafperate  the  enemy,  and  induces 
"  them  to  commit  murder. 

"  Article  5th.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  advifable  for  the  boors,  in 
"  the  Jirft  injlance,  to  take  away  the  cattle  of  the  Kaffers  j  be- 
M  caufe,  by  doing  this,  the  enemy  will  always  be  tempted  to 
"  hover  round  the  Commando  in  order  to  watch  a  favourable 
"  opportunity  to  retake  them  ;  befides,  to  guard  a  confider- 
"  able  number  of  cattle,  by  requiring  many  men,  weakens  the 
"  Commando ;  they  ought  therefore  to  confine  their  operations 
"  to  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  and  to  expel  them  the  country, 
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"  by  which  the  zvhole  of  their  cattle  will,  of  conrfe,  fall  into 

"  the  hands  of  the  boors."  - 

This  curious  production  concludes  by  obferving  that,  M  al- 
"  though  all  the  above  points  have  been  repeatedly  urged  to 
"  the  Commandants,  it  will  avail  nothing  unlefs  they  be  en- 
"  forced  by  the  government."  He  might  have  added  that,  re- 
moved as  they  were  out  of  the  reach  and  infpection  of  govern- 
ment, no  recommendation  nor  orders  would  be  attended  to  by 
men  who  were  fo  completely  under  the  dominion  of  their  brutal 
paifions.  I  mould  not  have  ventured  to  give  the  fourth  article 
of  thefe  extraordinary  inftru&ions  as  authentic,  had  it  not  ap- 
peared before  me  as  an  official  document.  The  Britifh  govern- 
ment was  much  too  mild  and  moderate  for  a  fet  of  men  of  fo 
odious  a  character  as  their  own  countryman  has  here  defcribed 
them,  in  the  articles  of  his  inftruclions.  Such  men  will  never 
become  civilized  until  they  are  "  ruled  with  a  rod  of  iron." 
The  rnoft  lenient  meafures,  replete  with  every  indulgence,  have 
been  tried  without  fuccefs.  Not  one  fentiment  of  gratitude  ever 
efcaped  them  for  a  full  pardon  of  all  their  offences,  and  the 
remifficn  of  a  large  debt  j  on  the  contrary,  rebellion  raifed  its 
head  in  the  fame  moment  that  indulgence  was  extended.  So 
confeious,  indeed,  are  they  of  their  wickednefs,  that,  whenever 
they  efcape  punifliment,  they  conclude  that  the  government  no 
longer  poffefles  the  power  of  infliding  it,  and  that  it  fpares 
them  only  becaufe  it  is  convenient  to  let  them  alone.  Yet  to 
what  a  wretched  condition  might  they  be  reduced  by  one  fingle 
ad  of  the  government  j  forbidding  them  all  accefs  to  the  Cape, 
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and  depriving  them  of  gunpowder  ;  both  of  which  might  eafily 
and  completely  be  effected  by  the  fmall  military  poft  at  Algoa 
Bay. 

However  defirable  it  might  have  been  to  apprehend  and 
punifh  the  rebels,  who  had  inftigated  the  Kaffers  to  ads  of 
hoftility  againft  the  Britifh  troops,  yet  it  was  by  no  means  ad- 
vifable,  in  order  to  obtain  that  point,  to  wage  an  unequal  conteft 
with  favages  in  the  midft  of  impenetrable  thickets,  whofe  de- 
ftrucYion  would  have  added  little  luftre  to  the  Britifh  arms,  and 
been  advantageous  only  to  the  very  people  who  had  urged  them 
on.  General  Vandeleur,  therefore,  very  prudently  withdrew 
his  forces,  and  marched  them  down  to  Algoa  Bay,  where  part 
of  them  were  embarked  on  board  the  Rattlefnake,  and  the  reft 
intended  to  proceed  to  the  Cape  by  eafy  marches.  Subfequent 
events,  however,  delayed  their  departure,  and  rendered  the  pre- 
fence  of  troops  neceflary  at  Algoa  Bay  until  the  evacuation  of 
the  colony. 

Having  delivered  over  the  remaining  Hottentots,  on  the  re- 
turn of  the  General,  and  finding  I  could  be  of  no  further  ufe, 
I  fet  out  for  the  Cape,  where,  after  a  journey  of  fixteen  days, 
performed  with  two  horfes,  I  arrived  on  the  8th  of  June. 

Little  occurred  on  the  homeward  journey  that  was  worthy  of 
obfervation,  unlefs  it  was  the  vifible  change  that  had  taken  place 
in  the  behaviour  of  the  people  of  Zwellendam.  While  the 
boors  of  Graaf  Reynet  were  ftill  in  arms,  the  inhabitants  of 
this  neighbouring  diftrid  appeared  to  be  wavering,  but  on  hear- 
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ing  of  their  complete  reduction,  they  now  pretended  to  con- 
demn their  conduct.  Whatever  the  real  fentiments  of  the  co- 
lonifts  might  be  with  regard  to  the  Britifti  government,  this  was 
not  their  laft  attempt  to  effect  their  avaricious  defigns  on  the  cattle 
of  the  Kaffers,  by  commencing  hoftilities  againft  the  magiftrates 
and  the  fmall  force  left  in  Graaf  Reynet  for  their  protection. 
But  th«fe  difturbances  were  merely  local,  and  had  plunder  only 
for  their  object.  All  the  other  diftri&s  remained  quiet ;  and 
long  before  the  intelligence  of  a  general  peace  had  reached  this 
country,  the  people  were  fo  much  reconciled  to  the  Britifh 
government,  as  neither  to  expect  nor  wifh  for  a  return  of 
their  own. 

In  fact  there  is  no  natural  tie  between  the  Cape  and  the 
United  Provinces.  The  greater  part  of  the  colonifts,  being  the 
defcendants  of  foldiers  in  German  regiments,  compofed  of 
Pruffians,  Hanoverians,  Flemings,  and  Poles,  and  of  French 
refugees  who  took  fhelter  here  after  the  revocation  of  the  edict 
of  Nantz,  have  neither  knowledge  of,  nor  family  connections  in, 
the  dates  of  the  Batavian  republic  ;  nor  have  they  any  diftinct 
idea  of  Vaderland,  a  word,  however,  that  is  conftantly  in  their 
mouths.  All  they  know  is,  that  the  Cape  belonged  to  a  com- 
pany of  merchants  ;  that  this  company  was  their  fovereign  ;  and 
that  they  ufed  to  fee  a  flag  with  three  broad  horizontal  ftripes, 
red,  white,  and  blue,  flying  upon  the  caftle,  inftead  of  the 
Spinnekop,  or  fpider  legs,  as  they  called  the  Britifh  enfign. 
A  few  years  more  would  therefore,  in  all  probability-,  have 
rendered  them,  or  the  greater!  part  of  them,  very  indifferent 
as  to  the  government  under  which  they  were  to  remain. 

i  Some 
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Some  little  rejoicing  might,  however,  naturally  be  fuppofed 
to  take  place  on  feeing  once  again  the  fame  flag  hoifted  on  the 
caftle  walls,  which  they  had  always  been  accuftomed  to  look 
at ;  and  they  would  have  fhewn  themfelves  a  very  worthlefs 
and  defpicable  people  not  to  have  teftified  their  feelings  of  joy 
on  fuch  an  occafion.  Thefe  rejoicings,  however,  were  neither 
general  nor  tumultuous,  nor  of  long  duration ;  they  were 
chiefly  confined  within  the  caftle  walls.  The  recollection  of  the 
miferable  condition  of  the  colony  at  the  capture,  and  the  ge- 
neral profperity  that  had  rapidly  fucceeded  it,  feemed  forcibly 
to  have  operated  at  this  moment.  From  a  ftate  of  poverty,  and 
almoft  general  bankruptcy,  they  were  now  grown  individually 
rich.  Inftead  of  near  half  a  million  fterling,  that  for  the  laft  feven 
years  had  annually  been  expended  in  the  colony  by  the  army, 
the  navy,  and  Englifh  fettlers,  they  now  began  to  confider  that 
half  of  this  fum  might  annually  be  taken  out  of  their  pockets 
for  the  maintenance  of  their  future  garrifon.  Little  care,  in- 
deed, was  taken  to  conceal  that  fuch  was  the  defign  of  the 
Batavian  government  under  the  prefent  exhaufted  ftate  of  its 
finances. 

They  faw  likewife  that  the  fettlement,  though  nominally  re- 
ftored  to  the  Batavian  republic,  was  actually  to  become  a  co- 
lony of  France.  Of  this  they  had  many  convincing  proofs. 
The  commandant  of  the  troops  was  a  Frenchman  of  Swii's 
extraction,  and  half  of  the  officers  were  French.  A  native 
of  the  Cape,  who  had  held  an  employ  of  considerable  import- 
ance under  the  old  government,  happening  to  be  in  Holland 
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at  the  time  whefi  ihe  definitive  treaty  of  peace  was  figned, 
made  application  to  the  State  Directory  for  a  very  high  fitua- 
tion  at  the  Cape,  which,  however,  they  thought  proper  to  re- 
fufe.  He  went  to  Paris  ;  obtained  an  audience  of  Buonaparte, 
or  his  minifter,  in  confequence  of  which  an  order  was  fent  to 
the  State  Government  to  revife  their  motives  of  refufal. 

Another  inftance  of  French  influence  prevailing  at  the  Cape 
was  too  flriking  to  be  overlooked.    A  Swiis  gentleman,  who 
had  filled  a  high  and  honourable  ftation  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Englifh  Eaft.  India  Company  in  Bengal,  but  for  fome  reafon 
or  other  had  been  difmifTed,  pafTed  through  the  Cape  on  his 
return  to  England,  and  became  enamoured  of  its  attractions. 
His  wife,  in  his  abfence,  being  handfome  and  much  younger 
than  himfelf,  engaged  the  attention  of  Mr.  Talleyrand,  and 
lived  with  him  as  his  miftrefs,  until  the  French  government 
had  found  it  convenient  to  pafs  a  refolution  that  there  was  a 
Gody  and  therefore  that  there  ought  to  be  a  religion,  when  the 
former  Bifhop  of  Autun  found  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  dif- 
penfation  from  the  Pope  to  marry  her.    The  hufband,  on  his 
return  to  Europe,  proceeded  to  Paris,  where  Mr.  Talleyrand, 
to  prevent  his  becoming  troublefome,  recommended  him  to 
accept  of  a  high  appointment  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
where,  I  underftand,  he  arrived  within  a  month  after  the  eva- 
cuation, not  as  plain  Mr.  G — 1 — ,  late  of  the  Englifh  Eaft  India 

Company's  fervice,  but  as  Monfieur  Le  G  ,  Confeiller  prive 

et  intime  de  la  Republique  Batave  aupres  du  Governeur  et  Confeil 
au  Cap  de  Bonne  FJperance. 

It 
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It  alfo  appeared,  from  the  conduct  of  the  three  commiflioners 
that  were  fent  out  to  arrange  certain  points  with  the  Britiflt 
government,  that  French  intereft  was  likely  to  predominate  at 
the  Cape.  Thefe  gentlemen,  though  calling  themielves  Dutch, 
made  a  hard  ftruggle,  though  without  fuccefs,  that  the  minutes 
of  their  joint  tranfaclions,  and  correfpondence  with  the  com- 
miffioners that  were  appointed  on-  the  part  of  the  Britifh  go- 
vernment, mould  be  kept  in  the  French  language.  In  fliort, 
every  ftep  that  was  taken  by  the  new  government,  clearly 
evinced  that,  although  the  Batavian  flag  might  be  fufFered  to 
fly,  French  influence  was  likely  to  prevail.  Long,  indeed,  be- 
fore the  peace,  it  was  become  pretty  evident  that  Holland  was 
not  in  a  condition  to  make  any  fuccefsful  ftruggle  in  defence  of 
her  integrity  or  exiftence,  and  that  an  incorporation  with  Bel- 
gium, and  becoming  a  department  of  France,  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, be  the  final  Euthatiafia  of  their  High  Migbti?iejfesy  the 
United  Provinces. 

Thefe  and  other  confiderations  produced  a  gloominefs  and 
melancholy  on  the  minds  of  the  greater  part  of  the  colonifts  that 
bordered  on  defpondency.  When  the  day  of  evacuation  arrived, 
the  caftle  and  the  road  to  the  wharf  were  lined  with  fpedtators  ; 
not  drawn  together  for  the  fake  of  exprefling  a  boifterous  joy 
ufual  on  fuch  occafions,  but  to  take  a  melancholy  farewell  of 
their  beft  friends.  As  General  Dundas  patted  along  with  the 
CommifTary  General  de  Mift  and  the  Governor  Janfens,  a  dead 
filence  prevailed  ;  not  a  word  nor  a  murmur  was  heard.  And 
the  friendly  and  affectionate  leave  the  Commanders  in  Chief  of 
the  two  garrifons  took  of  each  other,  after  the  delicate  and  trying 
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fituation  in  which,  for  the  two  laft  months,  they  had  been 
placed,  in  confequence  of  the  order  from  England  countermand- 
ing the  ieftoration  of  the  fettlement,  was  highly  honourable  to 
their  feelings  as  men  and  officers.  Few  places,  I  believe,  have 
been  ceded  by  one  power  to  another  with  more  regularity  and 
lefs  commotion,  than  what  happened  at  the  reftoration  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  by  General  Dundas  on  the  part  of  his 
Majefty's  Government  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Batavian  Re- 
public. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Importance  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  confidered  as  a  Military 

Station. 

Views  of  the  Briiifh  Government  in  taking  Pojfejfion  of  the  Cape — State  of  that  Co- 
lony —Arrival  of  the  Britifh  Forces — Behaviour  of  the  Inhabitants — Capture  of  the 
Settlement— general  Opinion  of  its  Importance — Plans  for  its  Government. — Lord 
Macartney  appointed  Governor. — Refolution  of  the  Minifler, — Condufl  of  the  prefent 
Direclors  of  the  Eajl  India  Company — compared  with  that  of  thofe  in  the  American 
War. — Confequences  of  our  Failure  in  the  Expedition  againfl  the  Cape  at  that  Time. 
— Conftderations  propofed  in  a  Treaty  with  Holland  in  1787 — Opinion  of  Lord  Ma- 
cartney.— Holland  not  defirous  to  have  the  Cape. — Order  of  the  Eajl  India  Company 
prohibiting  their  Ships  to  touch  at  the  Cape  —  countermanded  with  regard  to  Ships 
fiavigaied  by  La/cars. — Condition  of  two  Regiments  brought  to  the  Cape  in  fuch  Ships. 
— Defign  of  the  following  Part  of  this  Work. — Meaning  of  the  Term  Military 
Station. — Soldiers,  what. — Importance  of  forming  Men  previous  to  Embarkation. 
-—Inconveniences  attending  a  Sea  V oyage. — India  not favourable for  forming  Recruits 
into  SoldUrs. — A  middle  Station  deftrable. — Cape  of  Good  Hope,  great  Advantages 
of  in  this  RefpeEl — poffejjes  all  the  Requifites  deftred  by  the  Eajl  India  Company  as  a 
Depot. — Healthinefs  of  Climate,  various  Proofs  of—feafons  the  Conflituiion  for 
India — remarkable  lnflance  of  in  upwards  of  two  thoufand  Men  fent  to  India— ano- 
ther in  twelve  hundred  to  the  Red  Sea. — Difficulties  Jlarted  againfl  this  Expedition. 
— Importance  of  the  Cape  on  Account  of  the fmall  Expence  of fubfifling  Troops  there.— 
Value  of  the  Ration  here  and  elfewhere. — Price  of  Provifons — of  Wine. — Profits 
derived  by  the  Government  at  the  Cape  from  Bills  on  his  Majejlfs  Paymaflers—m 
from  Specie  imported— from  Copper  Money — -from  iffuing  new  Paper  Money. — Ex~ 
penditure  in  the  military  Department — a  mere  Trifle  compared  with  the  Importance  of 
the  Station — capable  of  being  borne  in  Peace  out  of  the  colonial  Revenues.— Importance 
of  the  Cape  on  account  of  its  local  Pofition — inflamed  in  detecting  the  Views  of  Tippoo 
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at  the  IJle  of  France— in  fending  Troops  e*peditiouJIy  to  India.— Opportunities  of  doing 
this  in  Englijh  or  neutral  Ships.— General  Advantages.— Importance  of  the  Cape 
Jlated  in  comParlfon  -with  that  of  Malta.-Views  of  the  French  on  Indla-feen  in 
the  Publication  of  Anquetil  Duperron.— Difadvantages  of  Malta  king  in  the 
Hands  of  the  French.— Difficulties  that  would  attend  an  Expedition  by  Sea  from 
Suez  —IJland  of  Perim.— Difficulties  that  -would  occur  by  Land— not  injurmount- 
able  -De  la  Croix's  Opinion  of  the  Cape.-Defences  of  the  Cape.-Table  Bay  and 
Site  of  the  Toivn-Works-Citadel-Lines-Craig's  Battery  and  Tower-Fort 
Knocke-Rogge  Bay,  Arnfterdam,  and  Chavonne  Balteries-the  Mouille-Camp's 
Bay  and  Batteries- Importance  of  -the  Lion's  Rump-ObjeBions  againjl  it.-Chap- 
man  and  Hout  Bays.-Simon's  Bay.-Garrifon  of  the  Cape,  Strength  of.-Unpro- 
teEled  Coajl  and  Bays.—Algoa  Bay—Means  to  be  employed  by  an  Enemy  for  dif- 
trefTing  the  Garrifon-taken  by  a  Coup  de  Mzw.-Garrijon  of  the  Dutch.- 
Difpofition  of  the  Hottentot  Corps.-State  of  the  Batavian  Ships  of  War  m  the 
Eajlem  Seas.— Ammunition  and  Stores  at  the  Cape. 

WHEN  the  Prince  of  Orange  had  departed  from  Holland, 
and  the  fubfequent  affairs  of  that  nation  had  rendered  it 
fufficiently  obvious  that  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  Provinces  were  inclined  to  adopt  the  revolutionary  prin- 
ciples of  France,  it  became  a  meafure  of  precaution,  in  our  go- 
vernment, to  take  immediate  poiTeffion  of  the  Dutch  colonies. 
Among  thefe  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  claimed  the  earlieft  at- 
tention, being  confidered  as  a  fettlement  of  too  great  import- 
ance to.be  trufted  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch  colonifts,  although 
it  was  well  known  the  principal  and  greateft  number  of  the  mi- 
litary officers,  as  well  as  many  of  thofe  who  held  civil  appoint- 
ments there,  were  indebted  to  their  Prince  for  the  fituations  they 
enjoyed  in  that  colonial  government. 

An  expedition  was  accordingly  fent  out  to  take  poifeffion  of 
the  Cape,  not  however  in  a  hoftile  manner,  but  to  hold  it  in  de- 
fence 
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fence  and  fecurity  for,  and  in  the  name  of,  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
who  had  furnimed  letters  dated  from  London  to  that  effect. 
But  the  mifguided  people  of  the  colony,  having  received  only 
imperfect  accounts  of  affairs  in  Holland,  and  being  led  to  ex- 
pect: a  French  force  at  the  Cape,  had  already  embraced  the  prin- 
ciples of  Jacobinifm,  whofe  effects  were  the  more  to  be  dreaded 
on  account  of  the  confummate  ignorance  of  the  bulk  of  the  fet- 
tlers.    Some  French  emiffaries,  thofe  affiduous  difturbers  of  the 
human  race,  who,  fnake  like,  have  crept  into  every  fociety  and 
corner  of  the  world,  poiibning  the  fprings  of  peace  and  good 
order,  found  little  difficulty  in  urging  a  people,  already  fo  well 
difpofed,  to  carry  their  principles  into  practice.    The  few  officers 
of  the  government  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  attached  to  the 
caufe  of  the  Stadtholder,  and  friends  to  the  old  fyftem,  were 
completely  fubdued  ;   and  the  weaknefs  of  the  governor  fa- 
voured the  views  of  the  diforderly  citizens.    They  became  cla- 
morous to  declare  themfelves,  by  fome  public  act,  a  free  and 
independent  republic  ;  they  prepared  to  plant  the  tree  of  liberty, 
and  eftablifhed  a  convention,  whofe  firft  object  was  to  make  out 
profcribed  lifts  of  thofe  who  were  either  to  fuffer  death  by  the 
new-famioned  mode  of  the  guillotine,  which  they  had  taken 
care  to  provide  for  the  purpofe,  or  to  be  banimed  out  of  the 
colony.    It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  ftate  that  the  perfons,  fo  marked 
out  to  be  the  victims  of  an  unruly  rabble,  were  the  only  wor- 
thy people  in  the  fettlement,  and  moft  of  them  members  of 
government. 

The  flaves,  whofe  numbers  of  grown  rrien,  as  I  have  before 
o'bferved,  are  about  five  to  one  of  male  whites  who  have  arrived 
vol.  11.  u  at 
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at  the  growth  of  manhood,  had  alio  their  meetings  to  decide 
upon  the  fate  of  the  free  and  independent  burghers,  when  the 
happy  days  of  their  own  emancipation  fhould  arrive,  which, 
from  the  converfations  of  their  matters  on  the  bleffings  of  It* 
berty  and  equality,  and  the  unalienable  rights  of  man,  they  were 
willing  to  fuppofe,  could  not  be  very  diftant. 

In  this  ftate  of  things  the  Britifh  fleet  appeared  before  the  bay. 
The  governor  called  an  extraordinary  council  to  deliberate  upon 
the  fteps  to  be  taken  in  this  critical  juncture.  Some  were  in- 
clined to  throw  the  fettlement  under  the  protection  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  flag,  but  the  governor  and  the  greater  number  influenced, 
and  perhaps  intimidated,  by  the  citizens,  liftened  to  the  abfurd 
propofals  of  refilling  the  Englifh  force,  and,  if  fuccefsful,  as 
they  doubted  not  they  would  be,  of  fetting  up  immediately  a 
free  and  independent  republic  of  their  own.  They  talked  of 
the  thoufands  and  ten  thoufands  of  courageous  boors,  who,  on 
the  fignal  of  alarm  being  given,  would  flock  to  the  Batavian 
flandard  ;  fo  ignorant  were  they  of  the  nature  and  the  number 
of  their  valiant  countrymen.  The  burgher  cavalry,  a  militia 
of  country  boors,  who  were  then  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,, 
were  immediately  called  out,  and  a  few  hundreds  reluctantly 
obeyed  the  fummons.  The  conduct  and  the  cowardice  of  this 
undifciplined  rabble,  whofe  martial  fpirit  had  hitherto  been  tried 
only  in  their  expeditions  againft  the  native  Hottentots,  might 
eafily  have  been  forefeen.  A  few  mot  from  the  America,  man 
of  war,  ftriking  the  rocks  of  Muifenberg,  foon  cleared  that  im- 
portant pafs,  and  caufed  the  regular  troops  to  retreat  to  Wyn-- 
berg,  a  tongue  of  land  projecting  from  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Ta- 
ble 
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ble  Mountain,  and  about  eight  miles  from  Cape  Town :  the 
Hottentot  corps  ftill  loitered  about  the  rocks,  and  did  fome  mif- 
chief,  but  being  fpeedily  diflodged,  fell  back  alfo  upon 
Wynberg ;  but  the  brave  burgher  cavalry  fcampered  away  to 
their  refpe&ive  homes  without  once  flopping  to  look  behind 
them. 

The  Britifh  troops,  led  on  by  General  Sir  James  Craig,  under 
the  orders  of  Sir  Alured  Clarke,  marched  to  attack  the  enemy 
on  their  elevated  poft  j  and  by  the  affiftance  of  the  failors,  hav- 
ing brought  hk  guns  and  artillery  to  bear  upon  them,  a  few 
fhct  caufed  them  to  retreat  within  their  lines.  The  Englifti 
encamped  on  the  fpot  from  which  they  had  diflodged  the 
enemy  ;  who,  finding  it  vain  longer  to  oppofe  a  feeble  refiftance, 
fent,  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  a  flag  of  truce  to  propofe  a  ca- 
pitulation, which  was  acceded  to  ;  and  the  next  day  concluded 
between  the  two  parties.  Moft  of  the  members  of  the  govern- 
ment that  were  well  difpofed  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  had 
conducted  themfelves  with  propriety,  were  continued  in  office ; 
and  thus  the  plans  of  the  Jacobin  party  were,  for  the  prefent, 
completely  defeated. 

When  the  news  of  this  event  firft  reached  England,  the  ac- 
quifition  of  fo  valuable  a  fettlement  was  confidered  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  the  Britifh  empire,  and  particularly  to  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  as  being  a  barrier  and  grand  out-work  to  their, 
vaft  poffeffions  in  India.  So  forcibly  was  the  public  imprefled 
with  an  opinion  of  the  great  advantages  that  might  be  derived 
to  the  naiion  at  large  from  the  pofleffion  of  the  Cape,  that  the 
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queftion  was  immediately  ftartcd  and  difcufled  among  perfons 
entrufted  with  the  management  of  the  firft  political  and  com- 
mercial interefts  of  the  empire,  under  what  tenure  it  mould  be 
held.  Whether  the  Cape  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  foreign 
dependency  of  the  crown,  and  fubject  to  the  fame  regulations 
as  all  the  other  colonies  are  ;  or,  annexed  to  the  pofleflions  un- 
der the  adminiftration  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  ?  Thofe  who 
held  the  latter  opinion  quoted  the  charter  granted  by  Queen 
Elizabeth,  by  which  the  Company  are  allowed  the  privilege  of 
a  free  and  fole  trade  into  the  countries  of  Afia,  Africa,  and 
America,  or  any  of  them  beyond  the  Cape  of  Buona  Efperanza, 
to  the  Strelghts  of  Magellan.  Thofe,  who  were  inclined  to 
think  that  the  charters  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  gave  them 
no  claim  to  the  Cape,  brought  forward  the  charter  they  received 
from  Charles  the  Second,  in  which  no  mention  whatever  is  made 
of  Africa. 

While  thefe  queftions  were  in  agitation,  two  general  plans 
floated  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Dundas  (now  Lord  Melville)  ;  both 
of  which  were  fo  conceived  as  to  combine  the  interefts  of  the 
public  with  thofe  of  the  Eaft  India  Company.  One  of  thefe 
plans  fuppofed  the  Cape  to  be  a  foreign  dependency  of  the 
crown,  and  included  fuch  provifions  and  regulations  as  were 
compatible  with  the  interefts  and  the  chartered  privileges  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company  :  the  other  invefted  the  territorial  pofteftion 
in  the  Eaft  India  Company,  but  propofed  fuch  regulations  as 
were  calculated  to  promote  the  general  commercial  profperity 
of  the  Britifli  empire.  And,  in  the  mean  time,  until  one  or 
other  of  thefe  plans  mould  be  adopted,  the  fettlement  was  to 

be 
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be  confidered  as  dependent  on  the  Crown,  to  be  adminiftered 
by  the  executive  power,  as  conftitutionally  reiponfible  to  Par* 
liamcnt. 

Every  precaution  was  alfo  taken  that  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  Eaft  India  Company  mould  fuffer  no  infringement.  The 
exclufive  advantage  of  fupplying  the  Cape  with  India  and  China 
goods  was  immediately  and  unconditionally  granted  to  themv 
And  the  regulations  adopted  in  confequence,  by  the  Earl  of 
Macartney,  and  the  vigilance  that  was  conftantly  employed 
under  his  government,  prevented  and  defeated  every  attempt  to 
undermine  their  interefts,  and  were  productive  of  a  fource  of 
confiderable  profit  to  the  Company. 

It  was,  in  fact,  the  well  known  integrity  of  his  Lordfhip's 
character,  and  the  able  and  decided  meafures  employed  by  him, 
on  various  trying  occafions,  for  promoting  and  combining  the 
interefts  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  with  the  honour  of  the 
Crown,  and  the  commercial  profperity  of  the  Britifh  empire, 
that  determined  the  minifter  in  his  choice  of  him  as  governor 
for  this  important  acquifition  :  and  his  Lordfhip  was  accordingly 
nominated  without  his  knowledge,  whilft  abfent  on  public  fer- 
vice  in  Italy. 

As  little  doubt  was  entertained,  at  that  time,  either  by  his 
Majefty's  minifters  or  the  public,  that  the  Cape  would  become, 
at  a  general  peace,  a  fettlement  in  perpetuity  to  England,  great 
pains  were  employed  in  drawing  up  inftructions  and  in  framing 
3  regula- 
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regulations  that  were  calculated  to  promote  the  profperity  of 
the  colony,  fecure  the  interefts  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  and 
extend  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  Britain.  Its  import- 
ance, indeed,  was  deemed  of  fuch  magnitude,  that  it  was  a  re- 
iblution  of  the  minifter  from  which  he  never  meant  to  recede, 
"  That  no  foreign  power,  directly  or  indirectly,  mould  obtain 
"  pofleiTion  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for,  that  it  was  the 
"  phyjical guarantee  of  the  Britijlo  territories  in  India."  Its  po- 
litical importance  could  be  doubted  by  none  ;  its  commercial  ad- 
vantages were  believed  by  all. 

Yet,  after  every  precaution  that  had  been  employed  for  fe« 
curingthe  privileges,  increafing  the  conveniency,  and  promoting 
the  interefts,  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  in  this  fettlement,  it 
would  feem  that  an  inclination  prevailed  in  fome  of  its  directors 
to  difparage  or  undervalue  it.    What  their  motives  could  have 
been,  which  led  to  fuch  an  opinion,  I  do  not  pretend  to  deter- 
mine;  nor' is  there  any  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  a  body  of  men, 
who  have  always  been  remarkable  for  acting  upon  the  broad 
bafis  of  national  profperity,  would,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  de- 
viate from  their  ufual  line  of  conduct,  and  bend  to  the  influ- 
ence of  any  little  jealoufy  about  patronage  or  prerogative,  when 
the  welfare  of  the  public  was  fo  nearly  concerned.    The  opi- 
nions of  men,  it  is  true,  when  grounded  on  moral  events,  are 
fugitive,  and  yield  to  circumftances :  it  were  difficult,  however, 
to  aflign  any  event  or  c.ircumftance  that  could  have  operated  fo 
as  to  produce  any  reasonable  grounds  for  a  change  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  directors  of  the  Eaft  Tndia  Company,  in  the  courfe 
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of  the  laft  twenty  years,  with  regard  to  the  value  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope :  many  have  occurred  to  enhance  its  im- 
portance. 

That  they  did  confider  it  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  towards 
the  end  of  the  American  war,  their,  own  conduct  will  fuffi- 
ciently  teftify.    The  moment  that  a  Dutch  war  was  found  to  be 
inevitable,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1780,  Lord  North, 
whofe  fentiments  on  this  point  were  in  perfect  agreement  with 
thofe  of  the  directors,  loft  no  time  in  communicating  to  the 
fecret  committee  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  the  information  of 
it ;  in  order,  that  they  might  take  or  fugged  fuch  meafures, 
without  delay,  as  the  event  might  render  moft  conducive  to 
their  interefts.    The  chairman  and  deputy  chairman,  who,  if  I 
miftake  not,  at  that  time,  were  Mr.  Devaynes  and  Mr.  Sullivan, 
loft  not  a  moment  in  confulting  with  fuch  of  their  officers  as 
happened  to  be  then  in  London,  and  w^ere  fuppofed  to  be  qua- 
lified to  give  good  information.    The  refult  of  which  was,  that 
the  firft  and  only  meafure  propofed  for  the  advantage  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company's  concerns  was,  in  the  event  of  a  Dutch 
war,  that  an  expedition  mould  inftantly  be  fent  out  to  take  pof- 
feflion  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  a  propofal  that  met  the 
concurrence  of  the  minifter,  and  of  which  the  refult  was  the 
fquadron  difpatched  under  the  command  of  Commodore  John- 
fton,  who  carried  under  his  convoy  their  outward-bound  fleet; 
fought  an  indecifive  battle  with  Suffrein  in  Porta  Praya  Bay, 
which  enabled  the  French  to  reach  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  to  place  it  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  fecurity  that  the  Commodore 
did'not  think  it  prudent  to  make  the  attack,  but  contented  him- 
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fell  with  the  capture  of  a  few  Dutch  Indiamen  in  Saldanha 
Bay;  whilft  the  French  Admiral,  having  refitted  and  refrefhed 
his  fqtiadron  at  the  Cape,  proceeded  to  Mauritius,  and  from 
thence  to  the  Indian  Seas  with  his  mips  and  men  in  the  higheft 
order ;  a  ctrcumitance  that  was  attended  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  detriment  and  annoyance  to  the  trade  and  poflelTions  of  the 
Eafr.  India  Company,  as  well  as  of  expence  and  inconvenience 
to  the  Crown.  For  the  failure,  in  the  grand  object  of  this  ex- 
pedition, not  only  gave  the  enemy  the  vaft  advantage  of  land- 
ing arid  refreshing  their  leamen  and  troops,  who  were  foon  re- 
cruited by  the  invigorating  effects  of  a  temperate  climate  and 
abundance  of  frefh  provifions,  fruits,  and  vegetables,  but  it  like- 
wife  enabled  him  to  keep  a  fleet  almoft  conftantly  at  fea,  by  the 
provifions  and  naval  (lores  it  received  from  the  Cape  through 
Mauritius  by  agents  refiding  there.  Their  own  iflands  of  Mau- 
ritius and  Bourbon  furnifh  no  fuch  fupply,  their  productions 
not  being  adequate  to  the  confumption  of  the  inhabitants  and 
the  garrifons, 

The  French,  in  fad,  have  always  contrived  to  refit  and  pro- 
vifion  their  mips,  and  to  fend  their  armaments  fupplied  with 
(lores  to  the  Indian  Seas  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  fupplies  furnifhed  from  this  fettlement,  together 
with  the  polTefhon  of  the  harbour  of  Trincomalee,  it  would 
have  been  utterly  impoffible  for  Suffrein  to  have  fupported  his 
fleet,  or  maintained  the  conteft  with  us  in  the  manner  he  did. 


It  was  not,  indeed,  without  a  full  conviction  of  its  great 
utility  to  England,  as  well  as  of  encumbrance  to  the  Dutch, 

by 
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by  the  enormous  expence  it  occafioned,  that  Mr.  Dundas  was 
induced,  in  the  confiderations  on  the  treaty  between  Great  Bri- . 
tain  and  Holland,  tranfmitted  to  the  Britifh  ambaffador  at  the 
Hague  in  1787,  to  propofe  to  them  the  ceffions  of  certain  fta- 
tions  in  India,  which  were  to  them  of  little  weight,  either  in  a 
political  or  commercial  point  of  view.  The  reafoning  employed 
on  this  occafion  was,  "  That  the  Cape  was  invaluable  in  the 
"  hands  of  a  maritime  power,  being  really  and  truly  the  key 
V  to  India,  which  no  hoftile  fleet  could  pafs  or  re-pals,  as  the 
"  length  of  the  previous  voyage,  either  from  India  or  Europe, 
"  rauft  have  difabled  fuch  a  fleet,  in  a  certain  degree,  before  it 
"  could  reach  the  Cape — that  it  was  the  Intereft  of  Holland 
"  itfelf  that  the  Gape  and  Trincomalce  mould  belong  to  Great 
"  Britain  ;  becaufe  Holland  muft  either  be  the  ally  of  Britain  or 
•-  of  France  in  India ;  and  becaufe  Great  Britain  only  can  be 
"  an  ufeful  ally  of  Holland  in  the  eaft — that  the  Dutch  were  not 
"  able  to  protect  their  fettlements  in  that  quarter,  and  Britain 
"  fully  competent  to  their  protection — that  the  Cape  and  Trin- 
"  comale'e  were  not  commercial  eftabliihments,  and  that  the 
"  maintenance  of  them  was  burthenfome  and  expenfive  to  the 
"  Dutch — but  that  the  force  required  to  protect  the  Britifh 
"  Indian  poffeffions,  would  render  the  defence  of  the  Dutch  fet- 
11  tlements  much  lefs  fo  to  Britain." 

The  Earl  of  Macartney  was  not  lefs  convinced  of  the  po- 
licy, nor  lefs  perfuaded  of  the  readinefs  of  the  Dutch,  to  leave 
the  Cape  in  our  hands,  provided  they  were  allowed  to  have  a 
choice  of  their  own.    In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Dundas,  dated  Oc- 

vol.  11.  x  tober 


iJ4  TRAVELS  IN 

tober  1797,  he  obferves,  u  The  power  and  influence  of  Hoi-- 
"  land  appear  to  me  fo  irretrievable,  that  it  is  impoflible  me  can 
"  ever  again  hold  an  independent  pofleflion  of  the  Cape.  In- 
"  deed,  before  the  war,  fhe  was  neither  rich  enough  to  main* 
u  tain  its  eftablifhments,  nor  ftrong  enough  to  govern  its  peo- 
"  pie,  and,  I  believe,  had  it  not  been  for  our  conqueft  of  the 
"  country,  it  would  foon  have  attempted  to  become  inde- 
"  pendent.  As  Holland  is  likely  to  be  in  future  lefs  powerful 
"  at  home,. and  confequently  lefs  refpectable  abroad,  and  as  the 
**  Cape  would  be  a  burthen  to  her,  not  eafy  to  bear,  it  would 
'*  not  be  againft  her  intereft  to  leave  it  in  our  hands,  for  in 
"  fuch  cafe  fhe  might  derive,  without  any  expence,  all  the  ad- 
"  vantages  of  its  original  intention,  which  was  that  of  a  place  of 
"  refrefhment  for  her  commerce  to  the  eaftward  ;  and  there  are 
"  other  circumftances  which,  were  fhe  now  in  a  fituation  difpaf- 
"  fionately  to  confider,  I  have  reafon  to  imagine,  would  lead 
"  her  to  adopt  this  fentiment.  The  French  (who,  to  fpeak  of 
**  them  in  the  language  of  truth  and  experience,  and  not  in  the 
c<  jargon  of  pretended  Cofmopolites,  are,  and  ever  mud  be,  our 
u  natural  enemies)  can  only  wifti  to  have  the  Cape  either  in 
u  their  own  hands,  or  in  thofe  of  a  weak  power,  that  they  may 
"  ufe  it  as  an  inftrument  towards  our  deftruction  ;  as  a  channel 
"  for  pouring  through  it  an  irrefiftible  deluge  upon  our  Indian 
"  poffeffions  to  the  fouthward  of  the  Guadavery.  Of  this  I  am 
"  fo  perfectly  convinced,  that  if  it  (hall  be  found  impracticable 
"  for  us  to  retain  the  fovereignty  of  the  Cape,  and  the  French 
¥  are  to  become  the  matters  of  it,  either  per  fe,  aut  per  allum^ 
u  then  we  muft  totally  alter  our  prefent  fyftem,  and  adopt  fuch 

"  meafures 


SOUTHERN  AFRICA,  155 

*4  meafures  as  will  fhut  them  out  of  India  entirely,  and  render 
"  the  pofifeflion  of  the  Cape  and  of  the  Ifles  of  France  and  Bour- 
"  bon  of  as  little  ufe  to  them  as  poffible."" 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  feelings  of  the  Dutch  with 
regard  to  the  Cape,  under  the  old  government,  I  am  authorized 
--to  fay  that  Holland  never  did  expect,  and  fcarcely  wifhed  for, 
the  reftoration  of  this  colony  at  a  peace  ;  well  knowing  that 
they  would  be  allowed  from  the  Englifh  to  enjoy  the  advantages 
of  refrefhing  and  provifioning  their  fhips,  wither  -  the  expence 
of  keeping  it.  They  would  have  been  glad  even  to  have  de- 
clared it  a  free  port^  under  any  flag  except  their  own.  But  the 
only  power  that  Holland  poffeffed,  in  framing  the  treaty  of 
peace,  was  a  mere  name  ;  and  all  the  territories  that  were  nomi- 
nally reftored  to  the  Batavian  Republic  were  virtually  given 
up  to  France. 

I  have  ftated  thus  much  with  regard  to  the  opinions  that  have 
hitherto  been  held  of  the  importance  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
to  the  Britifh  trade  and  fettlements  in  India,  at  a  time  when  wc 
were  made  to  feel  the  inconvenience  of  its  being  in  the  poffef- 
fion  of  an  enemy,  or  even  of  a  neutral  power,  becaufe  a  verv 
fenfible  change  of  opinion  appears  to  have  taken  place  from  the 
very  moment  it  became  a  dependency  on  the  Britifh  crown. 
For  it  is  very  certain  that  the  directors  of  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany did  not  only  affume  an  affected  indifference,  with  regard 
to  this  fettlement,  but  endeavoured  to  difcourage  the  retention 
of  it  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  they  pofTibly  could  have  thought  of, 
by  fhewing  and  proving  to  the  world,  as  they  imagined  they 
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had  done,  that  the  poffeflion  of  the  Cape  was  of  no  ufe  what- 
faever  to  their  commerce,  or  their  concerns  in  India.  Foi  this 
apparently  abfurd  purpofe  the  commanders  of  all  the  {hips  in 
their  employ  were  forbid,  in  the  moft  pofitive  terms,  to  touch 
at  the  Cape,  either  in  their  outward  or  the: :  homeward  bound 
paflage,  except  fuch,  on  the  return  voyage,  as  were  deflined  to 
fupply  the  fettlement  with  Indian  goods. 

The  ftrength  and  conftitution  of  Englifh  feamen,  corrobo- 
rated by  wholefome  food,  will  fupport  them  on  a  paflage  from 
India  to  England,  fhortened  as  it  now  is  by  the  modern  im- 
provements in  the  art  of  navigation,  without  the  neceflity  of 
touching  at  any  intermediate  port.  But  this  is  not  the  cafe  with 
regard  to  the  Lafcars,  or  natives  of  India,  who,  in  time  of  war, 
conftitute  frequently  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  crew.  Thefe 
poor  creatures,  whofe  chief  fuftenanoe  is  rice,  oil,  and  vegeta- 
bles, are  ill  calculated  to  fuffer  a  long  privation  of  their  ufual 
diet,  and  ftill  lefs  to  bear  the  cold  of  the  fouthern  ocean,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  winter  feafon.  By  them  the  Cape  was  looked  up 
to  as  a  half-way  houfe,  where  a  flock  of  frefh  fupplies  was  to 
be  had,  and  where  the  delay  of  a  few  days  had  a  wonderful 
effect  in  recruiting  their  health  and  fpirits.  And  the  event 
{hewed  that  fuch  a  half-way  houfe,  to  fuch  people,  was  indif- 
penfibly  neceflary  j  for  the  directors  were  obliged  to  countermand 
their  order  as  far  as  it  regarded  thofe  (hips  that  were  navigated 
by  the  black  natives  of  India. 

Whenever  it  has  happened  that  government  was  under  the 
neceflity  of  fending  out  troops  in  ftiips  navigated  by  Lafcars>  a 

greater 
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greater  degree  of  fickncfs  and  mortality  has  prevailed  than  in 
fhips  entirely  manned  by  Europeans ;  and  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances  it  would  be  highly  criminal  to  attempt  to  run  from  Eu- 
rope to  India  without  flopping  at  fome  intermediate  port,  not 
only  to  procure  refrefhments  for  the  troops  and  Lafcars,  but  to 
clean  and  fumigate  the  mips  in  order  to  prevent  contagious  dif- 
eafes.  The  two  Boy  regiments,  as  they  are  ufually  called,  the 
2 2d  and  34th,  which  it  was  neceffary  to  fend  to  the  Cape  as  a 
reinforcement  of  the  garrifon,  after  the  able  and  effective  men 
had  been  fent  away  to  Madras,  who  foon  after  fo  materially 
afiifted  in  the  conqueft  of  Seringapatam,  arrived  in  a  very  fickly 
itate  at  the  Cape.  Yet  the  fame  {hips,  after  being  properly 
warned,  fcoured,  and  fumigated,  and  the  crews  completely  re- 
freshed, carried  on  other  troops  to  their  deftination  without  the 
lofs  of  a  lingle  man. 

How  far  the  conduct  of  the  directors  was  compatible  with 
the  interelts  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  who  have  configned 
them  to  their  management,  I  mall  endeavour  to  point  but  in 
the  courfe  of  this  and  the  following  chapters ;  the  defign  of 
which  is,  by  general  reafoning,  grounded  on  facts,  to  appreciate 
the  advantages  that  would  have  refulted  to  the  Britifli  nation 
in  general,  and  to  the  Eaft  India  Company  in  particular,  from 
annexing  the  Cape  to  the  foreign  poffeflions  of  England ;  and 
the  ferious  confequences  that  may  enfue  from  its  being  in  the 
poffeffion  of  an  enemy.  Opinions  on  this  fubject,  it  feems, 
widely  differ  ;  on  which  account  a  fair  and  impartial  ftatement 
of  fuch  circumftances  as  may  tend  to  elucidate  a  doubtful 
3  point, 
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point,  can  do  no  harm,  and  may,  perhaps,  ultimately  be  pro- 
ductive of  good,  by  aflifting  thofe,  to  whofe  care  the  bell 
interefts  of  the  country  are  committed,  to  form  their  judg- 
ment on  facts  locally  collected,  and  brought  in  forae  order  to- 
gether under  one  point  of  view.  It  is  important  to  premife 
that  fuch  facts  were  either  taken  from  authentic  and  official 
documents,  or  fell  immediately  under  my  own  obfervation. 

I  proceed  then,  in  the  firft  place,  to  confider  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  in  the  view  of  a  military  ftation  j  by  which  is  not 
only  implied  a  garrifon  to  act  for  the  defence  of  the  fettlement., 
but  likewife  a  depot,  or  place  fuitable  for  collecting  and  form- 
ing, fo  as  always  to  have  in  readinefs,  a  body  of  troops,  either 
belonging  to  his  Majefty's  regular  regiments,  or  to  the  armies 
.of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  fitted  and  prepared  for  foreign 
fervice,  and  feafoned  for  the  climates  .either  of  the  Eaft  or  the 
Weft  Indies. 

A  very  general  notion  feems  to  have  been  entertained  in  this 
country  hi  all  our  former  wars,  by  people  who  confider  only 
the  outlines  or  fuperficies  of  things,  and  fuch,  by  the  way,  con- 
ftitute  by  far  the  largeft  portion  of  mankind,  that  if  the  minifter 
can  contrive  to  furnifti  money,  the  money  will  fupply  men, 
and  thefe  men  will  form  an  army.  It  is  true  they  will  fo ;  juft 
as  a  collection  of  oak  timber  brought  to  a  dock- yard  will  form 
a  (hip.  But  a  great  deal  of  labour  is  neceffary  in  the  feafoning, 
hewing,  and  (haping  of  fuch  timber,  and  a  great  deal  of  judg- 
ment and  practice  ftill  required  to  arrange  and  adapt  the  feveral 
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parts  to  each  other,  fo  that  they  may  act  in  concert  together, 
and  form  a  complete  whole  that  mall  be  capable  of  performing 
all  the  effects  that  were  intended  to  be  produced.  Thus  is  it 
alfo  in  the  formation  of  an  army.  It  is  not  enough  to  collect 
together  a  body  of  men  and  to  put  arms  into  their  hands. 
They  muft  be  claffed  and  arranged,  feafoned  and  inured  to  a 
certain  way  of  life ;  exercifed  in  certain  motions  and  pofitions 
of  the  body,  until  long  practice  has  rendered  them  habitual  and 
eafy  ;  they  muft  be  taught  to  act  in  an  uniform  and  fimultane- 
ous  movement,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  feparate  action 
of  the  individuals  fhall  form  one  united  impulfe,  producing  the 
greateft  poffible  effect  of  aggregated  ftrength.  They  muft  alfo 
be  taught  to  preferve  their  health  and  ftrength  by  habits  of 
temperance  and  cleanlinefs,  and  to  take  care  of  themfelves  in 
the  various  circumftances  that  may  occur  of  fituation  and 
climate. 

Such  a  body  of  men,  fo  formed  and  prepared,  may  properly 
be  called  foldiers.  And  no  fmall  degree  of  attention  and  judg- 
ment is  required  to  bring  a  body  of  men  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  dis- 
cipline. Yet  it  is  highly  important  that  all  troops,  intended  to 
be  fent  on  foreign  fervice,  fhould  at  leaft  be  partly  formed,  and 
inftructed  in  the  art  of  taking  proper  care  of  themfelves,  pre- 
vious to  their  embarkation.  Being  once  accuftomed  to  habits 
of  cleanlinefs  and  regularity,  they  are  lefs  liable  to  fall  a  facrifice 
to  the  clofe  confinement  and  want  of  room  in  a  (hip ;  and  the 
inconveniences  of  a  long  fea  voyage  will  always  be  lefs  felt  by 
perfons  thus  prepared  than  by  raw  undifciplined  recruits,  who 
are  apt  to  be  heedlefs,  flovenly,  and  irregular. 

But 
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But  even  old  leafoned  troop?,  after  a  long  fea- voyage,  are 
generally  found  to  be  difqualified,  during  a  confiderable  time, 
for  any  great  exertion.  The  tone  or  elafticity  of  the  mind  has 
become  relaxed  as  well  as  the  habit  of  body.  Let  any  one  re- 
collect how  he  felt  after  a  long  lea-voyage,  and  afk  himfelf  if 
he  were  capable  of  the  fame  exertion,  and  of  undergoing  the 
lame  fatigue,  immediately  after  landing  as  before  his  embarka- 
tion. The  anfwer,  I  fancy,  will  be  in  the  negative.  The  limbs, 
in  fact,  require  to  be  exercifed  in  order  to  rega-in  their  ufual 
motions,  and  the  lungs  muft  have  practice  before  they  will  play 
with  their  ufual  freedom  in  the  chert.  And  thefe  effects,  ad- 
verfe  to  prompt  and  energetic  action,  will  generally  be  propor- 
tioned to  the  length  of  the  voyage,  and  the  privations  to  which 
men  muft  neceflarily  fubmit. 

The  very  able  and  intelligent  writers  of  the  Precis  des  evenc- 
mens  militaires,  or  Epitome  of  military  events,  feem  to  afcribe  the 
defeat  of  the  Ruffian  column,  commanded  by  General  Hermann, 
in  the  affair  at  Bergen,  where  it  was  almoft  cut  to  pieces,  to  their 
marching  againft  the  enemy  immediately  after  landing  from  a 
fea-voyage,  although  it  had  not  been  very  long.  They  obferve 
that,  "  by  being  crowded  on  board  tranfports,  and  other  incon- 
"  veniences  experienced  at  fea,  not  only  a  confiderable  number 
M  of  individuals  are  weakened  to  fuch  a  degree  that  they  are  in- 
■*  capable  of  any  fervice,  but  whole  corps  fometimes  prefent 
"  the  fame  difadvantage6 — the  extreme  inequality  of  flrength 
tl  that,  in  fuch  cafes,  prevails  between  the  individuals  or  confti- 
*(  tuent  part6  of  corps,  is,  at  once,  deftruclive  of  their  aggregated 
u  and  combined  impulfe." 

If 
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If  then  fuch  be  the  effects  produced  on  feafoned  troops,  on 
a  fea-voyage  of  moderate  length,  they  muft  be  doubly  felt  by 
young  recruits  unaccuftomed  to  the  necefiary  precautions  for 
preferving  their  health.    In  fad,  a  raw  recruit,  put  on  board  a 
fhip  in  England,  totally  unformed  and  undifciplined,  will  be 
much  farther  from  being  a  foldier,  when  he  arrives  in  India, 
than  when  he  firft.  ftepped  on  board.    The  odds  are  great  that 
he  dies  upon  the  paflage,  or  that  he  arrives  under  incurable 
difeafe.    And,  indeed,  of  thofe  who  may  chance  to  arrive  in 
tolerable  health,  a  great  proportion  dies  in  the  feafoning,  from 
the  debilitating  efFeds  of  a  hot  climate.    India  is,  perhaps,  the 
worft  place  in  the  whole  world  for  forming  an  European  recruit 
into  a  foldier.    Unable  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  being  exercifed, 
his  fpirits  are  moreover  depreffed  by  obferving  how  little  exer- 
tion men  of  the  fame  rank  and  condition  as  himfelf  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  make.    It  cannot,  therefore,  be  denied  that,  as  long 
as  it  {hall  be  found  neceffary  to  recruit  our  large  armies  in  India 
with  European  troops,  it  would  be  a  raoft  deftrable  object  to  be 
in  pofTemon  of  fome  middle  ftation  to  break  the  length  of  the 
fea-voyage  ;  a  ftation  which  at  the  fame  time  enjoyed  a  middle 
temperature  of  climate,  between  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold, 
to  feafon  the  body  and  adapt  it  to  fuftain  an  increafed  quantity  of 
the  one  or  the  other. 

The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  eminently  points  out  fuch  a  ftation. 
Its  geographical  pofition  on  the  globe  is  fo  commanding  a  fea- 
ture, that  the  bare  infpedion  of  a  map,  without  any  other  in- 
formation, muft  at  once  obtrude  its  importance  and  value  in 
this  as  well  as  many  other  refpeds.    Its  diftance  from  the  coaft 
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t)f  Brazil  is  the  voyage  of  a  month ;  from  the  Dutch  colonies 
of  Surinam,  Demarara,  Berbice,  and  Effiquebo,  with  the  Weft 
India  iflands,  fix  weeks ;  the  fame  to  the  Red  Sea  ;  and  two 
months  to  the  coafts  of  Malabar  and  Coromandel.  With  the 
eaft  and  the  weft  coafts  of  Africa  and  the  adjacent  iflands,  it 
commands  a  ready  communication  at  all  feafons  of  the  year. 
A  place  fo  fituated,  juft  half  way  between  England  and  India, 
in  a  temperate  and  wholefome  climate,  and  productive  of  re- 
frefhments  of  every  defcription,  would  naturally  be  fuppofed  to 
hold  out  fuch  irrefiftible  advantages  to  the  Eaft  India  Company, 
not  only  by  its  happy  pofition  and  local  afcendancy,  but  alfo 
by  the  means  it  affords  of  opening  a  new  market  and  interme- 
diate depofitary  for  their  trade  and  commodities,  that  they 
would  have  been  glad  to  purchafe,  at  any  price,  an  acquifition 
of  fuch  immenfe  importance ;  and  that  fuch  great  advantages, 
however  they  might  be  blinked  by  fome  or  unknown  to  others, 
would  fpeedily  have  forced  a  general  conviction  of  their  value, 
in  fpite  of  real  ignorance  or  affected  indifference. 

One  might  alfo  have  fuppofed  that  the  poffeffion  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  would  have  fuggefted  itfelf  to  the  Eaft  India 
Company  as  a  place  which  would  have  removed  many,  if  not  all, 
of  the  difficulties  that  occurred  to  them,  on  the  renewal  of  their 
privileges  in  1793,  when  a  depot  for  their  recruits  in  Britain 
was  in  contemplation.  The  principal  regulations  propofed  for 
fuch  depofitary  of  troops,  as  contained  in  "  Hifloric  View  of 
"  Plans  for  Britifi  India"  were  the  following  : — "  That  the  age 
w  of  the  Company's  recruits  fhould  be  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
"  or  twenty,  becaufe  at  this  period  of  life,  the  conftitution  was 
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"  found  to  accommodate  itfelf  moft  eafily  to  the  different  varia- 
M  tions  of  climate — that  the  officers  of  the  police  mould  be 
"  empowered  to  transfer  to  the  depot  all  fuch  helplefs  and  in- 
"  digent  youths  as  might  be  found  guilty  of  mifdemeanors  and 
"  irregularities  approaching  to  crimes — that  the  faid  officers  of 
"  police  and  others  fhould  be  authorized  to  engage  deftitute  and 
"  helplefs  young  men  in  a  fervice,  where  they  would  have  a 
"  comfortable  fubfiftence,  and  an  honourable  employment — 
"  that  the  young  men  fo  procured  mould  be  retained  in  Great 
"  Britain,  at  the  depot,  for  a  certain  time,  in  order  to  be  in- 
"  ftru&ed  in  fuch  branches  of  education  as  would  qualify  for 
"  the  duty  of  a  non-commiffioned  officer,  and  in  thofe  military 
"  exercifes  which  form  them  for  immediate  fervice  in  the  regi- 
"  ments  in  India." 

Now  of  all  the  places  on  the  furface  of  the  globe,  for  the 
eftablifhment  of  fuch  a  depot,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  is  pre- 
eminently diftinguifhed.    In  the  firft  place,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  conveying  them  thither.    In  every  month  of  the 
year,  the  outward  bound  (hips  of  the  Company,  private  traders, 
or  whalers,  fail  from  England,  and  the  fewer  that  each  fhip 
carried,  the  greater  the  probability  would  be  that  none  of  them 
fhould  die  on  the  pafiage.    And  there  is,  perhaps,  no  place  on 
the  face  of  the  earth  in  every  refpetT:  fo  fuitable  as  the  Cape 
for  forming  them  into  foldiers.    It  poffeffes,  among  other  ad- 
vantages, three  that  are  invaluable ;   healthinefs   of  climate, 
cheapnefs  of  fubfiftence,  and  a  favourable  fituation  for  fpeedy 
intercourfe  with  moft  parts  of  the  world,  and  particularly  with 
India.    I  mall  make  a  few  remarks  on  each  of  thefe  points. 

y  2  With 
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With  regard  to  the  healthinefs  oi  climate,  I  do  not  confider 
it  as  neceiTary  to  the  prefent  fubject  to  give  copies  of  the  regular 
returns  of  Cc<z\  s  in  the  feveral  regiments  that,  for  the  laft  feven 
years,  have  been  ftationed  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Such 
dry  details  furnifh  very  little  of  the  ufeful  and  lefs  of  the  agree- 
able. They  might,  indeed,  ferve  to  mew,  on  a  comparifon  with 
other  returns  fent  in  from  different  foreign  ftations,  how  very 
trifling  has  been  the  mortality  of  troops  in  this  fettlement.  It 
will  be  fufficient,  however,  for  my  purpofe  to  obferve,  that  Lord 
Macartney,  in  order  to  fave  a  vaft  and  unneceflary  expence  to 
the  public,  found  it  expedient  to  break  up  the  hofpital  ftaff, 
which,  in  fact,  was  become  perfectly  ufelefs,  there  being  at  that 
time  no  fick  whatfoever  in  the  general  hofpital,  and  fo  few  as 
fcarcely  worth  the  noticing  in  the  regimental  hofpitals ;  and  the 
furgeons  of  the  regiments  acknowledged  that  thofe  few  under 
their  care  were  the  victims  of  intemperance  and  irregularity. 
At  this  time  the  ftrength  of  the  garrifon  confifted  of  more  than 
five  thoufand  men. 

Shortly  after  the  capture,  it  is  true,  a  confiderable  ficknefs 
prevailed  among  the  Britifti  troops,  and  great  numbers  died,  a 
circumftance  that  was  noticed,  and  at  the  fame  time  fully  ex- 
plained, by  General  Sir  James  Craig  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Dundas, 
about  three  months  after  the  ceflion  of  the  colony.  He  ob- 
ferves  that  the  foldiers  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  were 
obliged  to  furnifh  their  own  b.edding  and  blankets,  as  well  as 
the  neccflary  garrifon  and  camp  furniture ;  fo  that,  when  the 
Dutch  entered  into  the  capitulation,  not  a  fingle  article  of  garrifon 
furniture  could  be  claimed  j  and  the  fhops,  at  that  time,  fur- 
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nifhing  no  ach  materials,  the  men  were  obliged  to  fleep  on 
the  bare  iiag-ftones  in  rhe  threat  barrack,  until  a  fupply  of 
blankets  and  camp  utentils  of  every  kind  could  be  fent  out  from 
England. 

Invalids  from  India  recover  very  quickly  at  the  Cape.  The 
fervants  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  are  allowed  to  proceed  thus 
far  on  leave  of  abfence  without  prejudice  to  their  rank  ;  and 
here  they  generally  experience  a  fpeedy  recovery.  The  two 
Boy  regiments,  whom  I  have  already  mentioned  to  have  fuf- 
fered  feverely  on  the  paflage  from  England  in  (hips  navigated 
by  Lafcars,  and  who  landed  in  fact  on  the  height  of  a  malig- 
nant and  contagious  difeafe,  rapidly  recovered ;  and,  in  the 
courfe  of  two  years,  from  being  a  parcel  of  weakly  boys,  un- 
able to  carry  a  mufquet,  became  two  very  fine  regiments,  fit 
lor  fervice  in  any  part  of  the  world.  When  the  orders,  indeed, 
for  the  final  evacuation  of  the  Cape  were  countermanded,  the 
34th  regiment,  which  two  years  before  had  excited  the  pity  of 
every  one  who  faw  them,  enfeebled  as  they  were  by  difeafe, 
and  unfit,  from  their  tender  years,  for  the  fatigues  of  foldiers, 
was  now  a  very  eflential  part  of  the  ftrength  of  the  garrifon. 

It  may,  therefore,  I  think,  be  fafely  concluded,  that  the  cli- 
mate of  the  Cape  is  not  only  falubrrous,  but  that  it  is  particu- 
larly favourable  for  forming  young  and  raw  recruits  into 
foldiers.  And  it  would  appear,  moreover,  that  the  falutary  ef- 
fects of  this  climate  are  not  merely  local,  but  that  their  feafoning 
efficacy  is  extended  beyond  the  hemifphere  of  Southern  Africa, 
and  qualifies,  in  a  very  remarkable  manner,  the  raw  recruit 
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and  the  feafoned  foldier  for  the  climate  of  India,  and  the  ftill 
more  trying  fituation  of  the  voyage  thither.  The  conftitution 
would  feem  to  acquire,  by  a  few  years  refidcnce  at  the  Cape,  a 
ftrength  and  vigour  which  not  only  enabled  it  to  furmount  the 
inconveniences  of  the  fea,  but,  contrary  to  what  ufually  hap- 
pens, to  fuftain  the  fatigue  of  long  and  continued  marches  in  a 
hot  climate,  immediately  after  debarkation. 

The  truth  of  this  obfervation  was  made  evident  by  a  number 
of  inftances  that  occurred  during  the  feven  years  that  the  Cape 
remained  in  our  pofTeffion  ;  but  in  none  more  ftrongly  than 
that,  in  the  government  of  Lord  Macartney,  when  three  almoft 
complete  regiments  of  infantry,  the  84th,  the  86th,  and  the 
Scotch  brigade,  were  embarked  and  fent  ofF,  at  a  few  days'  no- 
tice, under  the  command  of  Major-General  Baird,  to  join  the 
army  of  India  againft  Tippoo  Sultaun.  This  reinforcement, 
confifting  of  upwards  of  two  thoufand  men  in  their  moes,  ar- 
rived to  a  man,  and  in  the  higheft  ftate  of  health ;  took  the 
field  the  day  after  their  landing;  marched  into  the  My  fore 
country ;  co-operated  with  the  Indian  army,  and  contributed 
very  materially  towards  the  conquefr.  of  Seringapatam.  The 
very  man  (Major-General  Baird),  under  whofe  command  they 
failed  from  the  Cape  but  a  few  months  before,  led  them  on  to 
ftorm  this  celebrated  capital  of  the  My  fore  kingdom. 

One  might  have  fuppofed  that  the  facility  and  fuccefs  of 
throwing  reinforcements  into  India,  exemplified  in  this  re- 
markable inftance,  would  have  damped  on  the  minds  of  the 
directors  an  indelible  value  on  the  Cape.    "  By  pofTefling  and 
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"  improving  the  advantages  of  feafoning  and  preparing  our 
"  troops  at  the  Cape,"  obferves  Lord  Macartney  in  his  letter  to 
Lord  Melville  on  the  importance  of  the  Cape,  dated  April  the 
25th,  1 80 1,  "  I  had  it  in  my  power,  almoft  at  a  moment's  no- 
"  tice,  to  fend  to  Madras,  under  the  command  of  Major-Gene- 
"  ral  Baird,  about  two  thoufand  effective  men  in  the  higheft 
"  health,  vigour,  and  difcipline,  who  eminently  contributed  to 
"  the  capture  of  Seringapatam,  and  the  total  fubverfion  of  the 
"  power  of  Tippoo." 

It  did  not  feem,  however,  to  have  made  any  fuch  imprefliort 
on  the  Eaft  India  Company ;  at  leaft  their  conduct  and  opinions 
indicated  no  change  in  confequence  of  it.    Nor  could  their  in- 
flexible indifference  be  roufed  by  the  multiplied  inftances  which 
clearly  demonstrated  the  importance  of  having  a  fuitable  ftation 
for  the  feafoning  and  training  of  young  troops  to  act,  on  any 
emergency  and  at  a  fhort  notice,  in  their  fervice,  and  for  the 
protection  of  their  vaft  poffeffions  in  India.    Had  not  the  in- 
ftance  above  recited  been  confidered  as  Sufficient  to  ftamp  its 
value,  the  reinforcement  of  troops  that  was  fent  from  the  Cape, 
to  accompany  the  expedition  of  Sir  Home  Popham  to  the  Red 
Sea,  one  might  have  thought  would  have  forced  a  full  conviction 
of  the  importance  of  fuch  a  Station.    On  this  occafion  were  em- 
barked, at  almoft  a  moment's  warning,  twelve  hundred  effective 
men,  compofed  of  detachments  of  artillery,  cavalry,  and  in- 
fantry, who  all  arrived  to  a  man,  at  Coffir,  a  port  in  the  Red 
Sea,  from  whence  they  were  found  capable  of  immediately  fuf- 
taining  long  and  fatiguing  marches,  notwithstanding  the  heat 
of  the  climate,  the  heavinefs  of  the  ground,  and  the  fcarcity  of 
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water.  The  6 1  ft  regiment,  Sir  Robert  Wilfon  obferves,  landed 
at  Coflir  after  having  been  near  fixteen  weeks  on  board,  with- 
out having  one  fick  man,  though  the  ftrength  of  the  regiment 
exceeded  nine  hundred  men. 

A  thoufand  difficulties,  it  appears,  were  ftarted  in  England 
with  regard  to  the  failing  of  this  expedition,  by  people  who 
derive  their  information  only  from  defective  books  and  not  from 
local  knowledge.  The  feafon  of  the  Monfoon  was  ftated  to  be 
unfavourable  for  the  navigation  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  the  defarts 
by  which  it  was  bordered  were  held  to  be  totally  impafiable. 
But  to  vigorous  and  determined  minds  few  things  are  infur- 
mountable.  "  The  man  (Lord  Melville)  who  projected,  and 
"  perfevered  in,  the  expedition  to  Egypt,"  faw  very  clearly 
that  the  expedition  to  the  Red  Sea  could  not  fail  under  pro- 
per caution  and  management,  and  the  event  proved  that  he  was 
right. 

Having  thus  fufficiently  {hewn,  as  I  conceive,  the  import- 
ance of  the  Cape  as  a  military  ftation,  or  depofitary  of  troops, 
with  regard  to  the  healthinefs  of  the  climate,  and  the  effects 
produced  on  the  conititution  of  foldiers,  by  being  feafoned  and 
exercifed  a  fliort  time  there,  I  mail  now  proceed  to  Mate  the 
comparative  fmall  expence  at  which  the  foldier  can  be  fubfifted 
on  this  ftation,  and  the  faving  that  rauft  neceffarily  enfue  both 
to  Government  and  the  Eaft  India  Company,  by  fending  their 
recruits  to  the  Cape  to  be  trained  for  fervice  either  in  the  Eaft 
or  the  Weft  Indies. 
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The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  is  the  only  military  ftation  that  we 
have  poffefled  of  late  years,  where  government  was  enabled  to 
make  a  faving  by  feeding  the  foldier.    What  I  mean  by  this 
is,  where  the  ration,  or  fettled  proportion  of  victuals,  could  be 
furniflied  for  a  fum  of  money  lefs  than  that  which  is  flopped 
out  of  his  pay  in  confideration  of  it.    In  other  parts  of  the 
globe,  government  is  a  very  confiderable  lofer  by  feeding  the 
fol-dier ;  that  is  to  fay,  his  ration  muft  be  purchafed  for  a  fum 
of  money  more  than  that  which  is  deducted  from  his  pay.  The 
government  confents  to  this  lofs  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
foklier,  who,  on  moft  ftations,  could  not  poffibly  fubfift  on  his 
pay,  on  account  of  the  dearnefs  of  provifions.    At  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  each  ration  coft  the  government  fomething  lefs 
than  fixpence,  which  was  the  amount  of  the  ftoppage  deducted 
in  lieu  of  it.    At  home,  and  in  different  parts  abroad,  as  I  have 
been  informed,  the  ration  ftands  the  government  in  different 
fums  from  tenpence  to  half-a-crown. 

At  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  fome  twenty  years  ago,  two 
pound  of  butchers'  meat  coft  one  penny  ;  at  the  capture  by  the 
Englim  the  price  had  advanced  to  one  pound  for  twopence  ; 
yet,  notwithstanding  the  increafed  demand,  occafioned  by  the 
addition  of  five  thoufand  troops  and  near  three  thoufand  fea- 
men,  frequently  more  than  this  number,  with  all  the  various 
attempts  and  combinations  that  were  practifed  (and,  on  a  certain 
occafion  in  the  year  1800,  very  un wifely  countenanced  by 
high  authority,)  to  raife  the  price  of  this  article,  the  contract 
for  fupplying  the  garrifon  was  never  higher  than  at  the  rate  of 
two  and  five-eights  pounds  for  fixpence.    Two  pounds  of  good 

vol.  11.  7,  whole- 


170 


TRAVELS  I  N 


wholefome  bread  might  be  generally  purchafeci  for  twopence. 
Even  in  the  midft  of  a  fcarcity,  which  threatened  a  famine, 
bread  rofe  no  higher  than  twopence  the  pound  j  and  all  kinds 
of  fruit  and  vegetables  are  fo  abundant,  and  fo  cheap,  as  to  be 
within  the  reach  of  the  pooreft  perfon.  A  pint  of  good  found 
wine  may  be  procured  for  threepence ;  and,  were  it  not  for 
the  circumftance  of  the  licence  for  felling  wine  by  retail  being 
farmed  out  as  one  fource  of  the  colonial  revenue,  a  pint  of  the 
fame  wine  would  coft  little  more  than  three-halfpence. 

This  farming  out  the  wine  licence  was  a  fubject  of  grievance 
to  the  fbldier,  as  it  compelled  him  to  buy  his  wine  in  fmall 
quantities  at  the  licenfed  houfes,  when  the  civilians  and  houfe- 
keepers  were  allowed  to  purchafe  it  in  cafks  of  twenty  gallons, 
at  the  rate  of  five  or  fix  rix-dollars  the  cafk,  which  is  juft  about 
half  the  retail  price  he  was  obliged  to  pay  for  it.  Yet,  vexatious 
as  fuch  a  regulation  appeared  to  be,  it  was  ftill  fufficiently  cheap 
to  enable  the  foldier  to  purchafe  fully  as  much  as  was  ufeful  to 
him.  Numbers  of  the  foldiers,  indeed,  contrived  to  fave  money 
out  of  their  pay.  The  91ft  regiment  of  Highlanders,  in  parti- 
cular, were  known  to  have  remitted  a  good  deal  of  money  to 
their  families  in  Scotland  ;  and  many  of  the  ferjeants  of  the  dif- 
ferent regiments,  at  the  evacuation  of  the  colony,  had  faved  from 
one  to  two  hundred  pounds  in  hard  money. 

In  the  year  1800  the  government,  in  order  to  bring  a  little 
more  money  into  the  treafury  from  the  wine  licence,  directed, 
by  proclamation,  that  the  retail  fellers  mould  demand  from  the 
foldier  the  increafed  price  of  eightpence  the  bottle,  inftead  of 
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fixpence,  which,  however,  they  had  prudence  enough  to  de- 
cline. The  fum  brought  into  the  government  treafury  by 
tolerating  this  monopoly,  averaged  about  feventy  thoufand  rix- 
dollars  annually.  But  in  the  event  of  the  Cape  falling  again 
into  our  hands,  which  fooner  or  later  muft  happen,  if  it  be  an 
object  to  fecure  our  Indian  poffeflions,  it  would  be  wife  to  fup- 
ply  this  part  of  the  revenue  by  fome  other  means. 

Government  likewife  derived  other  profits  befides  thole  which 
accrued  from  the  cheapnefs  of  the  rations.  The  Deputy  Pay- 
mafter-General  drew  bills  on  his  Majefty's  Paymauers-General 
in  England,  in  exchange  for  the  paper  currency  of  the  colony, 
in  which  all  the  contingent  and  extraordinary  expences  of  the 
garrifon  were  paid.  Thefe  bills,  except  in  the  firft  few  months 
when  there  was  not  yet  any  demand  for  remittances,  and  when, 
perhaps,  their  credit  was  not  fully  eftablifhed  in  the  minds  of 
the  Dutch,  always  bore  a  premium  againft  the  paper,  varying 
from  five  to  thirty  per  cent.,  but  fixed,  for  the  greateft  part  of 
the  time,  at  twenty  per  cent.  They  would,  indeed,  have  ad-* 
vanced  to  a  much  higher  rate  j  for  the  merchant,  unable  to  make 
his  remittances  to  any  great  extent  in  colonial  produce,  or  in  In> 
.dia  goods,  which,  if  permitted,  might  have  been  injurious  to  the 
interefts  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  was  under  the  neceffity  of 
purchafing  thefe  bills.  Lord  Macartney,  however,  confidered 
it  expedient  to  fix  the  premium  at  twenty  per  cent.,  deeming  it 
right  that  government  bills  ftiould  bear  the  higher*,  premium  of 
bills  that  might  be  in  the  market,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  not  to 
proceed  to  fuch  a  height  as  to  become  oppremve  either  to  the 
merchant  or  the  public :  So  that  if  the  ration  was  fupplied  to 
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government  for  fivepence-halfpenny  in  paper  currency,,  the 
real  coft  was  little  more  than  fourpence-halfpenny. 

The  amount  of  bills  drawn  for  the  contingent  and  extraor- 
dinary expences  of  the  army,  from  the  ift  of  October  1795, 
when  the  colony  was  taken,  to  the  28th  of  July  1802,  the 
time  it  mould  have  been  evacuated,  as  appears  from  the  Deputy 
Paymaster's  books,  is  1,045,814/.  14X.  id,  upon  part  of  which 
(for  part  was  drawn  at  par  for  fpecie)  the  profit  derived  to  hi* 
Majefty's  government  amounts  to  the  fum  of  115,719/.  3/.  id* 

Another  fource  of  profit,  which  might  have  been  very  con- 
fiderable,  was  derived  from  the  importation  of  fpecie.  The 
fubfiftence  of  the  foldiers,  it  may  be  obferved,  was  always  paid 
in  hard  money,  and  not  in  paper  currency.    The  Spanim  dollar 
was  iffued  in  payment  to  the  troops  at  the  rate  of  five  millings 
fterling,  which  I  imagine  might  have  been  purchafed  and  fent 
out  at  four  {hillings  and  fourpence  each,  making  thus  a  profit 
of  more  than  fifteen  per  cent.  011  the  pay,  as  well  as  on  the 
extraordinaries,  of  the  army.    The  fum  that  was  thus  imported 
amounted  to  103,426 /.  1 8  j.  3d.    Upon  which,  fuppoling  the 
•whole  fent  out  by  government,  which  I  underftand  was  not 
exactly  the  cafe,  though  nearly  fo,  the  profits  rauft  have  been 
15,514/.  at  home,  befidesan  additional  profit  of  710/.  13/.  3*/; 
arifing  from  a  fmall  quantity  of  fpecie  bought  in  the  Cape. 
The  government  alfo  fent  out  about  four  thoufand  pounds  of 
copper  money,  in  penny  pieces,  which  were  circulated  at  two- 
pence, from  which  there  was  confequently  another  profit  de- 
rived of  4000/. 

3  Shortly 
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Shortly  after  the  capture  of  the  Cape,  General  Craig,  finding 
it  impoffible  to  raife,  upon  bills,  a  iufficient  fum  of  paper  cur- 
rency to  defray  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army,  was  reduced 
to  the  bold  meafure  of  ftamping  a  new  paper  iffue,  on  the  cre- 
dit of  the  Britifh  government,,  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  ;  a  fum  that  was  never  redeemed  from  circulation,  nor 
brought  to  any  account,  until  the  final  reftoration  of  the  colony. 
So  that  the  mtereft  of  this  fum  for  feven  years  produced  a  fur- 
ther profit  to  government  of  17,500/. 

By  taking  thefe  fums  together,  namely, 

Profit  on  bills  drawn          -       ^.115,710.  3  r 

  on  fpecie  imported       -         16,224  13  3 

.       on  copper  money         -          4,000  o  o 

—  on  paper  money  circulated       17,500  o  o 

We  have      £.  153,443  16  4 


which  may  be  confidered  as  a  clear  gain  to  the  government, 
(independent  of  the  faving  on  each  ration)  and,  confequentiy, 
a  leiTening  of  the  expenditure  that  was  occafioned  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope. 

As  this  expenditure  has  been  ftated  to  be  fo  enormous,  as  morer 
than  to  counterbalance  the  advantages  refulting  from  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  fettlement,  and  we  have  already  feen  how  im- 
portant thefe  advantages  are?  when  confidered  in  only  one 
point  of  view,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  point  out,  in  as  correct  a 
manner  as  the  nature  of  the  fubjecl;  will  admit,  the  exact  fum 
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expended  in  any  one  year,  in  the  military  department,  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  year  I  fhall  take  is  from  May  1797 
to  May  1798,  when  the  garrifon  was  ftrongeft  ;  confifting  of 


The  Sth  7   j  .  .  _ 

>  Light  Dragoons. 

28th  3 


The  84thl 

86thl  Infantry. 

9ift  r  ^ 

Scotch  Brigade  J 

In  that  year  the  eftimate  was  made  up  according  to  the  fol- 
lowing extract : 

1.  Subfiftence  of  the  non-commiffioned  officers 
and  privates  of  the  two  regiments  of  dra- 
goons and  four  regiments  of  infantry,  for  one 
year,  according  to  the  new  rate  of  payment, 

deducting  for  rations  and  hofpital  charges,      55*729    2  6 

2.  Clothing  and  contingent  expences  for  ditto,    28,133  13  2 

3.  Full  pay  of  the  commiffioned  officers  of  two 
regiments  of  dragoons,  and  four  regiments 
of  infantry  for  one  year,  according  to  the 

lateft  regulations,  -  -  43*667  14  8 

4.  Staff  officers  and  hofpital  eftablifhment  of 
one  iiifpector,  two  phyficians,  one  purveyor, 
four  furgeons,  two  apothecaries,  and  nine 

hofpital  mates,,  -  -         -  11,178  26 


Carried  forward    £.138,708  12  10 
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Brought  forward    ^.138,708  12  10 

5.  CommifTary-Generars  department,  includ- 
ing engineers,  which   alone  amounts  to 

17,225/.  16 s.  -        -        107,794  10  mt 

6.  Ordnance  department,  including  artillery 

expences,  -.  18,536  14  4 

7.  Deputy  Quarter-Matter  General's  Depart- 
ment, including  lodging  money  to  officers, 
which  amounts  to  about  4000/.  and  bat 
and  forage  for  200  days  about  6000  /.  in 

the  whole  -  -  -  25,000    o  o 

Total  amount  of  one  year's  expence       290,039  18  1 

Or,  we  may,  perhaps,  be  able  to  come  ftill  nearer  the  truth 
by  taking  the  total  expenditure  of  the  whole  feven  years,  thus: 

Amount  of  bills   drawn   by  the  Deputy 

Paymafter-General  for  paper  and  fpecie, 

for  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  the  non- 

eommiffioned  officers  and  privates,  and  for 

the  extraordinaries  of  the  army  for  feven 

years  -  1,045,814  14  1 

Specie  imported  and  bought  (about)  -  111,000  o  o 
Clothing  and  contingent  expences  at  the  rate 

as  above  fpecified  per  year  -  -  1 96,935  12  x 
Full  pay  of  the  commiffioned  officers  of  fix 

regiments,  as  above,  for  feven  years  3°5>^74    2  8 

Ordnance  department  for  feven  years       -       129,757    o  4 


Total  amount 


£.  1,789,181   9  3 

which 
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■which  total  amount,  divided  by  feven,  gives  255,597/.  js. 
for  the  annual  average  expence  incurred  in  the  military  depart- 
ment at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  But  it  would  be  the  height 
of  abfurdity  to  fay,  that  even  this  fum,  moderate  as  it  is,  was 
an  additional  expence  to  Government  in  confequence  of  the 
capture  of  this  fettlement ;  fince  it  is  not  only  compofed  of  the 
expenees  of  maintaining  the  garrifon,  and  the  contingencies  and 
extraordinaries  of  the  army,  but  it  includes,  likewife,  the  pay, 
the  fubfiftence,  and  the  clothing  of  an  army  of  five  thoufand 
men.  Now  as  thefe  troops  muft  have  been  fed,  clothed,  and 
paid  in  any  other  place,  as 'well  as  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  as  I  have  fihewn,  at  a  much  greater  expence,  it  is  certainly 
not  fair  to  charge  this  fum  to  the  account  of  the  garrifon  of  the 
Cape.  Even  in  peace  the  commiffioned  officers  would  have  re- 
ceived their  half  pay,  which  alone  would  amount  to  a  fum 
from  100,000/.  to  150,000/. 

There  is  little  reafon,  therefore,  in  reality,  for  confidering  the 
Cape  in  the  light  ot  an  expenfive  fettlement.  In  fact,  the  fums 
of  money,  that  have  been  expended  there,  dwindle  into  nothing 
upon  a  comparifon  with  fome  of  the  Weft  India  iflands,  whofe 
importance  are  a  feather  when  weighed  againft  that  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  Viewing  it  only  as  a  point  of  fecurity  to  our 
Indian  poflfeflions,  and  as  a  nurfery  for  maturing  raw  recruits 
into  complete  foldiers,  the  queftion  of  expence  falls  to  the 
ground.  Of  the  feveral  millions  that  are  annually  raifed  for 
the  fupport  of  government  at  home,  and  its  dependencies  abroad, 
*  fmall  fraction  of  one  of  thefe  millions  may  furely  be  allowed 

for 
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for  the  maintenance  of  a  ftation  whofe  advantages  are  incal- 
culable. 

But  the  article  of  expence,  trifling  even  in  war,  could  be  no 
object  whatfoever  in  time  of  peace.  The  fortifications,  which 
were  in  the  moft  ruinous  condition  when  the  place  was  taken, 
being  finifhed  in  a  complete  manner,  would  require  no  further 
expence  than  that  of  merely  keeping  the  works  in  repair-,  which 
might  amount,  perhaps,  to  an  annual  fum  of  five  thoufand 
pounds.  The  contingencies  and  extraordinaries  of  the  army 
could  not,  at  the  utmoft,  amount  to  twenty  thoufand  pounds  ; 
fo  that  twenty-five  or  thirty  thoufand  pounds  would  be  the  ex- 
tent of  the  contingent  and  extraordinary  expences  of  the  Cape 
in  time  of  peace ;  a  fum  that,  by  proper  management,  and  a 
prudent  application  of  the  revenues  of  the  colony,  might  eafily 
be  defrayed  out  of  the  public  treafury  there,  and  leave  a  fur- 
plus  adequate  to  all  the  demands  of  the  civil  department,  to- 
gether with  the  neceffary  repairs  of  public  works  and  buildings. 

The  manner  in  which  I  calculate  is  thus :  from  a  review  of 
the  colonial  revenues,  I  find  that  the  average  in  the  Dutch  Go- 
vernment in  ten  years,  from  1784  to  1794  was  little  more  than 
ioOjOCO  rix  dollars  yearly,  but  that  by  the  regulations  and  new 
imports  made  by  the  Dutch  Commiffaries  General  in  1793,  the 
amount  in  the  following  year  was  211,568  rix  dollars.  They 
afterwards  experienced  a  confiderable  increafe,  and  from  the 
firft  year  of  Lord  Macartney's  adminiftration  they  rofe  gradu- 
ally as  follows : 


VOL.  II. 


A  A 


From 
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From  the  ift  Oct.  1797  to  the  30th  Sept.  1798, 

they  were  -  -  #.^.322,512  75 

1  ft  ditto  1798  to  ditto  1799        -       360,312  o  o 

ift  ditto  1799  to  ditto  1  boo        -       369,596  o  o 

1  ft  ditto  1800  to  ditto  1 80 1        -       450,713  2  4 

And  it  is  here  not  unworthy  of  notice,  that  from  the  moment 
of  the  preliminaries  of  peace  being  known  they  fell,  the  laft 
year's  produce,  being  only 

From  ift  Oct.  1801  to  30th  Sept  1802       -       389,901  6  o 

And  in  the  following  year,  as  far  of  it  as  was  expired,  they 
were  ftill  lefs  productive. 

In  this  ftate  of  progreffive  improvement,  under  the  Britifh 
Government,  without  a  fingle  additional  tax  being  laid,  but  on 
the  contrary,  fome  taken  off,  and  others  modified,  arrears  of 
land-rent  remitted  and  again  accumulating,  I  think,  without 
any  danger  of  exaggeration,  we  might  reckon  upon  a  net  annual 
revenue  of  half  a  million  rix  dollars,  or  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  currency.  The  annual  average  expenditure,  including 
falaries  and  contingencies  of  departments,  with  the  neceflary  re- 
pairs of  public  works  and  buildings,  were,  under  the  admini- 
ftrations  of  Lord  Macartney  and  Lieutenant- General  Dundas,  at 
the  moft  about  300,000  rix  dollars  or  60,000/.  Suppofe  then 
the  contingencies  and  extraordinaries  of  the  army  to  be  30,000/. 
the  whole  fum  required  would  be  90,000/.  or  450,000  rix 
dollars,  the  exact  amount  of  the  colonial  revenue  at  the  clofe  of 
the  year  1801. 

The 
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The  point  of  view,  in  which  the  importance  of  the  Cape 
next  pfefents  itfelf  to  our  confideration,  is  its  local  pofition,  as 
being  favourable  for  diftributing  troops  to  any  part  of  the  globe, 
and  efpecially  to  our  fettlements  in  the  eaft,  with  facility  and 
dlfpatch  ;  which  is  by  no  means  the  leaft  among  the  advantages 
it  polfelTes  as  a  military  ftation.  For  however  important  to  a 
depot  of  troops  the  benefits  may  be  that  refult  from  a  healthy 
climate,  and  cheapnefs  of  fubfiftence,  their  value  would  be 
materially  diminifhed  by  great  diftance  from,  or  difficulty 
of  conveyance  to,  fuch  places  where  their  fervices  may  be 
wanted. 

The  longer  the  voyage  the  lefs  effective  will  the  troops  be 
on  their  arrival,  and  delay  is  dangerous  even  to  a  proverb. 
Perhaps  it  is  not  faying  too  much;  that  we  are  indebted  to  the 
Cape  for  the  conqueft  of  Myfore  and  the  overthrow  of  Tippoo  ; 
not  merely  from  the  reinforcements  fent  from  thence  to  join  the 
Indian  army,  though  they  eminently  contributed  to  the  con- 
queft of  Seringapatam,  but  from  the  vigilance  of  Lord  Ma- 
cartney in  dete&ing  the  tranfadtions  of  the  Sultaun's  agents  at 
the  Ifle  of  France,  of  which,  at  that  time,  they  were  ignorant  in 
India,  and  the  active  meafures  he  took  to  communicate  fpeedy 
intelligence  thereof  to  the  Governor-General  of  Bengal.  "  I  re- 
**  ceived,"  the  Marquis  of  Wellefley  obferves,  in  his  difpatch  to 
the  Court  of  Directors,  "  on  the  1 8th  of  June  1798,  a  regular 
44  authentication  of  the  proclamation  (of  the  Governor  of  the 
Ifle  of  France)  in  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  the  Earl  of 
*c  Macartney,  dated  the  28th  of  March."    And  he  aded,  on 
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this  intelligence,  with  that  prudence,  promptitude,  and  fpirit, 
for  which  the  character  of  the  noble  Marquis  is  fo  eminently 
diftinguifhed.  The  object  of  Tippoo  was  to  gain  time  in  order 
that  he  might  ftrengthen  his  poiition  and  augment  his  forces. 
But  the  rapid  movement  of  our  troops  towards  his  capital,  as 
foon  as  his  hoftile  views  were  confirmed,  fruftrated  his  plans, 
and  effected  the  total  fubverfion  of  his  country.  Both  the  mo- 
ment of  attack  and  the  reinforcement  from  the  Cape  were  ac- 
knowledged to  be  important ;  in  either  of  which  a  failure  might 
have  proved  fatal  to  the  campaign,  and  would,  at  all  events,  have 
poftponed  the  day  of  victory. 

The  almoft  incredible  celerity,  with  which  twelve  hundred 
effective  men  joined  the  Egyptian  army  in  high  health  and  fpi- 
rits  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  is  another  inftance  that  rauft 
force  conviction  of  its  vaft  importance  as  a  military  ftation. 
Nor  are  the  advantages  afforded  by  its  geographical  pofition  of 
acquiring  and  conveying  intelligence  with  refpect  to  the  affairs 
of  neighbouring  nations,  or  of  embarking  troops,  precarious  or 
depending  on  chance ;  there  being  fcarcely  a  week  in  the  year 
in  which  Englifh  whalers  or  merchantmen,  or  {hips  of  neutral 
powers,  do  not  touch  at  the  Cape,  efpecially  on  their  outward- 
bound  voyage.  And  moft  of  thefe  are  willing  to  engage  as 
tranfports. 

It  appears  from  the  books  of  the  Cuftom-houfe,  and  the  re- 
turns of  the  Captain  of  the  port,  that  there  failed  from  the 
Cape 
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In  1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 

being,  in  four  years,  473  fhips, 

befides  the  men  of-war  and  coafting  veflels.  Of  thefe  82  were 
Americans,  66  Danes,  24  Portugueze,  15  from  Hamburgh,  and 
6  Swedes,  4  from  Pruffia  and  Bremen,  and  the  reft  Englilh. 

The  Americans,  for  fome  years  part,  have  been  eftabliming 
a  very  confiderable  carrying  trade  from  the  eaftward  on  the 
ruins  of  the  Dutch  commerce,  and  have  acquired  no  fmall  por- 
tion of  the  India  and  China  trade.  The  mips  of  this  nation 
have  always  found  it  convenient  to  touch  at  the  Cape,  partly 
for  the  fake  of  refreming  their  crews,  but  with  a  view,  at  the 
fame  time,  of  difpofing  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  their  cargo 
to  advantage.  This  cargo  is  generally  lumber,  or  it  is  compofed 
of  what  they  quaintly  term  notions,  from  the  great  variety  and 
aflbrtment  of  goods  which  they  take  a  fancy,  or  notion,  may 
fucceed.  In  payment  of  fuch  a  cargo  they  are  glad  to  get  bills 
on  India  for  hard  money,  which  they  carry  to  China  to  purchafe 
teas,  nankeens,  and  porcelain.  From  the  Cape  to  India  they 
are  always  willing  to  be  employed  as  tranfports. 

The  fituation  is  pretty  much  the  fame  with  regard  to  the 
Danes.  But  the  afhftance  of  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
could  poffibly  be  wanted,  provided  the  numerous  fleets  of  our 
Eaft  India  Company  were  permitted  to  touch  at  the  Cape. 
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Without  the  leaft  inconvenience  to  their  commercial  concerns, 
thefe  fhips  might  tranfport  from  England  to  the  Cape  a  ccnftant 
iucceflion  of  raw  recruits  to  be  formed  there  into  complete  fol- 
diers,  from  whence  they  might  take  on  board  as  many  of  the 
latter  as  fliould  be  wanted  to  reinforce  their  vaft  armaments  in 
India. 

In  a  word,  the  advantages  that  England  would  acquire  by  re- 
taining pofTeffion  of  this  grand  out-work  of  all  Afia  cannot  fuf- 
ficiently  be  appreciated.  Nor  are  thefe  advantages  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  exclusively  confined  to  England.  Other  nations 
trading  to  the  eaft  would  fliare  the  benefit  arifing  from  the  Cape 
as  a  Britiih  colony.  During  the  late  war,  the  Danes,  the  Swedes, 
the  Hamburghers,  and  the  Americans,  were  allowed  to  re- 
fresh, and  derived  every  advantage  on  the  fame  terms  as  the 
Englifh.  The  only  diftinction  was  an  additional  duty  of  five 
per  cent,  on  goods  brought  in  foreign  bottoms.  In  all  other 
refpe&s  the  trade  of  the  Cape  was  open  to  them  in  the  fame 
manner  as  to  Britifh  fubje&s.  There  was  no  monopoly  granted 
to  individuals  for  ferving  foreign  (hipping  with  provifions  and 
refreihments  as  was  the  cafe  under  the  Dutch  government ; 
when  it  is  well  known  they  were  obliged  to  pay  at  leaft  double 
the  price  of  the  market  for  every  article  brought  on  board. 
Were  France  in  pofTeflion  of  the  Cape  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that,  according  to  the  commercial  fyftem  which  her  prefent 
government  was  endeavouring  to  eftablifh,  the  restrictions  me 
would  impofe  at  this  important  ftation  would  amount  to  a  total 
exclufion  of  foreign  {hipping. 
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To  England  the  Cape  is  more  valuable  as  a  point  of  ef- 
fectual fecurity  to  her  Indian  trade  and  iettlements  than  as  a 
place  of  annoyance  to  other  nations,  or  as  to  the  means  it  af- 
fords of  interrupting  their  commercial  concerns.  The  un- 
bounded credit  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  the  immenfity  of 
its  capital  employed,  the  fuperior  quality  of  Britifh  manufactures, 
and  the  low  rate  at  which  they  can  be  afforded  in  foreign  mar- 
kets, will  always  enfure  to  them  the  beft  part  of  the  trade  to 
India  and  China,  and  give  to  England  a  preference  before  the 
other  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  or  that  of  America.  No 
naval  power,  therefore,  except  France,  could  feel  any  jealoufy, 
nor  entertain  reafonable  grounds  of  objection  againft  the  Cape 
becoming  a  fettlement  of  the  Britifh  empire  ;  but  every  one  of 
them  are  very  materially  interefted,  and  the  Americans  more 
efpecially,  that  it  mould  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  France  ;  who 
would  not  fail,  on  every  flight  occafion,  to  aim  at  excluding 
her  numerous  Ihips  from  the  Indian  Seas,  and  endeavour  to 
annihilate  her  growing  commerce  in  the  eaft  ;  whilft  to  England, 
I  again  repeat  it,  the  Cape  is  to  be  confidered  as  chiefly  important 
on  account  of  the  advantages  it  holds  forth  as  a  point  of  fecurity 
to  her  valuable  poffeflions  in  the  eaft,  againft  the  defigns  of  an 
ambitious  and  implacable  enemy. 

"We  have  already,  indeed,  experienced  the  truth  of  this  re- 
mark. The  Ifles  of  France  and  Bourbon  were  rendered  ufelefs 
to  the  French  during  the  late  war,  and  incapable  of  giving  to  us 
the  leaft  annoyance  in  the  Eaftern  Seas,  from  the  moment  that 
their  fhips  of  war  and  privateers  had  been  deftroyed  by  our 
cruizers  from  the  Cape.    They  were  neither  able  to  fend  troops 
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to  thefe  iflands  from  France,  nor  from  thence  to  India,  The 
trade  of  the  Americans  fuffered  no  interruption  in  the  Eaftern 
Seas,  nor  that  of  the  Portugueze  in  the  Southern  Atlantic.  In  the 
hands  of  the  Fiench  it  would  have  been  a  point  equally  conve- 
nient for  aflifting  the  Spaniards  at  Rio  de  la  Plata,  or  attacking 
the  Portugueze  at  Rio  de  Janeiro :  whilft  againft  us  it  would 
•  have  furnifhed  the  moft  effectual  means  of  endangering  the 
fecurity  to  our  Indian  trade  and  fettlements. 

The  pofleffiori  of  this  place,  at  an  early  period  of  the  war, 
fo  completely  excluded  every  hoftile  power  from  the  Indian 
Seas,  threw  fo  great  an  increafe  of  commerce  into  our  hands  by 
that  exclufion,  left  us  in  fucTi  quiet  and  undifturbed  dominion 
in  the  eaftern  world,  and  gave  us  fo  many  folid  advantages  un- 
exampled in  any  former  war,  that  one  would  fuppofe  it  to  be 
a  moral  impoffibility  for  the  Eaft  India  Company  to  be  unmind- 
ful of  the  fource  from  whence  they  fprung.  But  things  that 
are  apparently  of  little  value  in  themfelves,  arc  fometimes  mag- 
nified by  intenfe  obfervation,  fwell  into  importance  by  difcuf- 
fion,  and  become  indifpenfable  by  contention;  whilft  obje&s  of 
real  moment  lofe  their  magnitude  when  flightly  viewed,  or  feen 
only  at  a  diftance,  grow  little  by  neglect,  and  ufeiefs  without  a 
quarrel. 

The  French  feem  to  have  been  aware  of  the  truth  of  this  ob- 
fervation, by  avoiding  any  difcuffion,  in  the  late  negociation 
for  peace,  reflecting  the  importance  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
Their  views,  no  doubt,  were  well  known  to  our  Government, 
which  induced  it,  in  the  very  firft  fketch  of  the  conditions  of 
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peace,  to  propofe  that  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  mould  be  re- 
ftored  to  the  Dutch,  or  be  declared  a  free  port.    The  latter, 
however,  happened  to  be  juft  what  France  could  have  wifhed, 
and  it  was,  therefore,  on  further  confideration,  reftored  in  full 
fovereignty  to  its  ancient  pofleflbrs.    France,  finding  that  her 
purpofe  would  be  completely  anfwered  when  once  it  was  refcued 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Englifh,  made  no  objection  to  this  ar- 
rangement.   Ceylon  fhe  confidered  as  a  Iefs  important  faerifice, 
although  (he  knew  it  to  be  a  much  greater  to  Holland  than  that 
of  the  Cape.    The  latter  has  always  been  an  expenfive  fettle- 
ment  to  the  Dutch,  whilfl;  from  the  former  they  derived  a  con- 
fiderable  revenue.    Had  the  Cape  been  demanded  on  the  part 
of  England,  there  can  be  little  doubt  the  French  would  have 
been  no  lefs  tenacious  in  rejecting  the  propofal  than  they  were 
with  regard  to  Malta;  being  well  convinced  that  thefe  two  pof- 
feflions,  in  the  hands  of  England,  would  be  two  grand  points 
of  fecurity  to  her  Indian  empire,  of  which  they  have  long  been 
fo  jealous. 

I  have  no  intention  to  difcufs  the  comparative  importance  of 
thefe  two  ftations  to  England,  confidering  them  both  ro  be 
effentially  neceffary  to  her  independence  as  well  as  to  the  pro- 
tection of  her  commerce  and  fettlements,  fo  long  as  the  reftlefs 
and  aggrandizing  fpirit  of  the  French  Government  mall  con- 
tinue to  difturb  the  peace  of  Europe.  It  may  not,  however, 
be  improper  to  endeavour  to  point  out,  and  to  compare  fome 
of  the  inconveniences  that  would  neceiTarily  have  rdulted  to 
our  trade  and  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  Indies  during  the  late  war, 
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from  either  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  places  being  in  the  hands 
of  an  ambitious  enemy. 

In  the  firft  place,  it  may  be  confidered  as  a  general  principle 
that  has  long  been  rooted  in  the  French  Government,  and  from 
which  it  will  never  depart,  to  aim  at  the  overthrow  of  our 
power  in  India,  and  to  endeavour  to  erect  upon  its  ruins  an  em- 
pire of  their  own.  To  accomplifh  this  point,  and  in  confe- 
quence  thereof,  in  the  language  of  the  prefent  Corfican  ruler, 
"  To  ftrike  a  blow  at  England  which  will  be  followed  up  with 
u  its  complete  deftruction,"  they  know  there  are  but  two  roads 
to  take  :  the  one  by  getting  pofTeflion  of  Egypt  and  Syria,  where 
they  might  collect  and  feafon  their  troops  for  the  grand  expedi- 
tion, either  by  fea  or  land  ;  the  other  by  occupying  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  The  former  they  tried  in  the  hope  of  fuccefs,  be- 
caufe  they  knew  the  other  to  be  a  defperate  attempt.  Had  they, 
or  their  forced  ally,  the  Dutch,  kept  pofTeflion  of  the  Cape, 
there  is  no  reafon  for  fuppofing  that  the  fame  fleet  which  failed 
for  Egypt,  might  not  have  failed,  from  fome  other  port,  to  this 
ftation  ;  or  that  they  could  not  have  flipped  out  from  time  to 
time  almoft  any  number  of  troops  they  might  have  thought 
proper  to  fend.  Thefe  troops,  when  feafoned  and  prepared  at 
the  Cape,  for  a  warmer  climate,  could  eafily  have  been  trans- 
ported to  the  Ifles  of  France  and  Bourbon,  where  the  French 
would  not  only  continue  to  draw  fupplies  from  the  former,  and 
to  victual  and  provifion  their  (hips  of  war  and  tranfports  from 
thence,  as  in  the  American  war,  but  where  they  could  not  fail 
to  have  received  a  material  reinforcement  to  their  flapping  from 
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the  Dutch  ;  for  it  may  be  recollected,  that  the  fleet  under  the 
command  of  Admiral  Lucas  reached  Saldanha  Bay,  in  fpite  of 
the  obftacles  which  the  Southern  Atlantic  prefented,  by  the  Cape 
being  then  in  our  hands.  This  fleet  combined  with  that  of  the 
French  would  have  required  a  naval  force,  on  our  part,  in  the 
Indian  Seac  ^liat  might  not  have  been  quite  convenient  for  us  to 
ipare.  It  is  poffible,  alfo,  they  might  have  eluded  the  vigilance 
of  our  force,  as  their  obje£l  would  not  have  been  fo  much  to 
fight  us,  as  to  have  put  in  execution  a  plan  that  many  are  in- 
clined to  fuppofe  floated  in  the  mind  of  Buonaparte  when  he 
took  the  road  of  Egypt,  though  he  was  foon  convinced  of  the 
futility  of  it  by  that  route  without  at  leaft  double  the  number  of 
troops  ;  his  whole  army  being  barely  fufficient  to  keep  the  con- 
quered country  in  fubjection. 

Among  many  reafons,  which  led  to  this  conjecture,  was  the 
work  of  Mr.  Jbiquetil  Duperron  on  India,  which,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  being  withheld  from  publication  for  fifteen 
years  on  account  of  the  information  it  contained,  and  of  which 
it  was  fuppofed  the  Englifh  might  avail  themfelves,  was  haftily 
iffued  from  the  prefs  on  the  failing  of  this  memorable  expedi- 
tion ;  being  intended,  moll  probably,  as  a  guide  for  the  officers 
on  their  arrival  in  India.  This  intelligent  writer,  who,  to  a 
mind  capable  of  obfervation  and  deep  reflection,  adds  the  great 
advantage  of  local  knowledge,  fixes  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar  as 
the  foundation  and  corner-ftone  of  their  long  projected  empire 
in  India.  The  confiderations  which  induce  him  to  give  this 
coaft  the  preference  are,  among  others,  the  facility  of  pofTefTing 
the  paffes  of  the  neighbouring  mountains  and  of  thus  fecuring 
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the  internal  commerce  of  Hindoftan — the  opportunity  it  would 
afford  of  entering  into  an  alliance  with  the  Mahrattas,  whom  he 
confiders  as  a  warlike  and  faithful  people — the  eafy  intercourfe 
that  might  be  maintained  from  this  coaft  with  the  Perfian  gulph, 
the  Red  Sea,  the  Ifles  of  France  and  Bourbon,  Madagafcar,  and 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Thefe  are  certainly  important  confiderations,  and  demand  all 
the  vigilance  and  attention  of  our  Government  in  India.  Even 
a  fmall  force  of  French  troops,  had  they  been  thrown  upon  the 
coaft  of  Malabar,  at  the  very  moment  when  our  forces  were 
drawn  off  into  the  Myfore,  againft  the  Sultaun's  army,  might 
have  proved  fatal  to  our  poifeiTions  on  this  coaft.  The  ufurper 
would,  no  doubt,  have  obtained  his  reinforcement  from  the  Ifle 
of  France,  and  probably  without  our  knowledge,  rendering,  by 
their  means,  the  conqueft  of  Seringapatam  doubtful.  If,  in  fuch 
a  ftate  of  things,  the  French  forces  could  have  gained  a  footing 
at  Bombay,  Goa,  or  Guzzarat,  and  intrigued  themfelves  into 
an  alliance  with  the  Mahratta  powers,  though  it  might  not  have 
realized  their  project  of  an  Indian  empire,  it  would,  at  leaft, 
have  been  deftructive  of  our  poffefiions  in  the  weft  of  the  pe- 
ninfula,  to  hold  which,  indeed,  Mr.  Anquetil  confiders  as  fatal 
to  our  power  in  India. 

On  this  fubjecT:  his  opinion  is  not  fingular;  before  the  over- 
throw of  the  Myfore  kingdom,  there  were  many  of  our  own 
countrymen,  whofe  fentiments  in  this  refpect  accorded  with 
his ;  and  who,  like  himfelf,  have  not  only  a  profound  know- 
ledge of  Indian  politics,  but  are  well  acquainted  with  the  phy- 
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fical  and  moral  character  of  the  natives,  their  feveral  connec- 
tions and  relations  ;  and  who,  at  the  fame  time,  poffefs  the  ad- 
vantage that  local  information  fo  eminently  affords. 

Thefe  gentlemen  were  then  fully  perfuaded,  that  if  the  native 
powers  of  India  could  once  totally  get  rid  of  Europeans,  they  never 
would  again  admit  them  as  inmates,  if  they  cOuld  poffibly  avoid 
it;  and  that  if  we  fairly  relinquifhed  the  Malabar  and  Coro- 
mandel  coafts,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  keep  others  out  of 
them  for  ever.  It  might  fairly  be  afked,  indeed,  if  our  prefent 
poffeflions  there  anfwer  to  us  the  advantages  expected  from, 
them  ?  Do  they  produce  a  furplus  revenue,  either  in  money  or 
merchandize,  over  and  above  their  immediate  occafions  and 
expences,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  extraordinary  charges  they  arc 
expofed  to  from  infurrection  or  invafion  ?  Have  they  not  re- 
abforbed,  not  only  all  their  own  refources,  but  drained  Bengal 
of  immenfe  fupplies  to  preferve  them  from  perifhing  ?  Have 
we,  or  can  we  expect  to  find,  interior  refources  there  to  depend 
on,  without  having  recourfe  to  Bengal  for  fupport  ?  If  we  have 
not,  and  the  India  budget  convinces  us  that  we  have  not,  would 
it  be  unwife  to  take  early  meafures  for  converting  our  prefent 
hollow  truce  witlrthe  native  powers  of  Southern  India  into  a 
folid  alliance  with  them,  and  (by  the  ceffion  of  what  we  can 
never  hold  at  all  without  jealoufy  and  envy,  and  never  can  hold 
long  without  conteft,)  for  a  valuable  confideration,  which,  no 
doubt,  might  be  had,  cut  away  every  inch  of  ground  there, 
which  the  French  might  hope  to  ftand  upon.  In  fuch  cafe  the 
poffeffion  of  the  Cape  or  Ceylon  would  then  be  of  lefs  moment 
to  us,  our  Indian  force  would  be  concentrated  and  invulnerable 
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in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  which,  with  China,  afford  an  ample 
revenue,  and  a  beneficial  commerce,  that  no  enemy  is  likely  to 
deprive  us  of  for  a  long  period  of  time.  But  thefe  fpeculations 
would  all  have  vanifhed  into  air,  had  we  retained  the  Cape  at  a 
peace,  the  poffeflion  of  which,  from  its  pofition  on  the  globe, 
wTould  contribute  greatly  to  fecure  our  territories  in  Southern 
India,  the  danger  to  which  is  otherwife  fo  much  to  be  appre- 
hended. The  conqueft  of  Myfore  has  certainly  contributed  in 
no  fmall  degree  to  our  fecurity  on  the  Malabar  coaft ;  has  con- 
folidated  our  power  in  Southern  India,  and  rendered  the  junc- 
tion of  foreign  forces  with  the  Mahratta  powers  more  difficult 
if  not  altogether  impracticable.  On  the  northern  parts  of  this 
coaft  only  are  we  vulnerable  in  India  by  fea. 

Suppofing,  however,  the  views  of  the  enemy,  on  the  Ma- 
labar coaft,  to  have  failed,  they  would,  at  leaft,  have  been  ena- 
bled, with  the  affiftance  of  the  Dutch,  to  annoy  and  cut  up  our 
Indian  and  China  trade  by  the  multitude  of  cruizing  vefl~«ls  fent 
out  from  their  iflands  of  France  and  Bourbon,  and  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Even  under  every  difadvantage,  the 
French  frigates  and  the  neft  of  privateers  on  the  Mauritius  fta- 
tion  did  much  mifchief  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war, 
and  although  they  had  few  reinforcements  from  France,  it  re- 
quired five  years,  with  a  very  active  and  powerful  lquadron 
from  the  Cape  and  from  India,  before  they  were  all  taken  and 
deftroyed.  What  then  mud  have  been  the  cafe,  if,  inftead  of 
the  Englifti  poffefling  this  important  ftation,  it  had  been  an 
enemy's  port  for  aflembling,  refitting,  and  refrefhing  the  com- 
bined fleets  of  the  French  and  Dutch?  It  is  unneceffary  to  ob- 
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ferve,  that  neither  of  thefe  powers  would  have  found  much 
difficulty  in  reaching  the  Cape  with  fingle  fhips,  when  we  have 
an  inftance  of  a  whole  fleet  of  Dutch  (hips  arriving  there  not- 
withstanding they  were  fifteen  weeks  on  their  paflage.  This 
fingle  fleet,  acting  from  the  Cape,  might  have  been  productive 
of  much  inconvenience,  expence,  and  injury  to  England,  and 
efpecially  to  the  trade  of  the  Eaft  India  Company.  Were,  in- 
deed, the  French  and  Dutch  to  keep  up  a  proper  naval  force  at 
this  place,  it  is  extremely  doubtful  if  any  of  the  homeward- 
bound  fleets  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  would  ever  reach  Eng- 
land, or  if  they  did,  it  would  be  under  an  expence  of  convoy 
fo  enormous,  that  the  profits  on  the  cargoes  would  be  inade- 
quate to  meet  it ;  but  of  this  we  mall  have  occafion  to  fpeak 
more  particularly  in  the  next  chapter.  Such  are  the  dangers 
to  be  apprehended  in  confequence  of  the  Cape  being  held  by  an 
enemy. 

The  principal  difadvantages  that  would  refult  to  England  by 
leaving  Malta  in  the  pofleflion  of  France  appear  to  be,  in  the 
firft  place,  the  power  it  would  give  them  of  excluding  our  fhips 
from  that  port,  the  beft,  undoubtedly,  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  of  increafing  their  force  there  to  the  complete  deftruction  of 
our  Mediterranean  trade ;  and  fecondly,  the  means  it  would 
afford  of  facilitating  their  views  upon  Egypt,  by  enabling  them 
to  throw  into  that  country  a  force  fufficient  to  renew  their  pro- 
ject upon  India. 

With  regard  to  the  extent  and  importance  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean trade  I  fpeak  with  diffidence,  but  I  am  not  apprehenfive 
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of  hazarding  much  by  faying  that  it  admits  not  of  a  comparifon 
with  that  of  India  and  China,  though,  perhaps,  too  valuable  to 
be  altogether  relinquifhcd.    In  this  refpect  the  value  of  Malta 
is  certainly  lefs  important  than  that  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
But  the  fecond  point  is  of  a  more  ferious  nature.    Some,  how- 
ever, are  of  opinion,  that  although  the  fubj ligation  of  Egypt 
may  at  any  time  be  accomplifhed  by  the  French,  through  Malta, 
yet,  in  fuch  an  event,  we  have  every  reafon  to  expect  that  the 
vigilance  and  activity  of  a  Britifh  fleet,  and  the  valour  of  Bri- 
tifh  foldiers,  would  always  enable  us  to  difpute  with  them  the 
paflage  of  Syria.    That,  admitting  even  they  fhould  fucceed  in 
collecting  at  Suez  an  army  equal  to  their  wifhes,  the  difficulties 
of  tranfporting  this  army  to  India  would  be  almofl:  infurmount- 
able.    If  it  be  meant  by  thofe  who  fupport  this  opinion  that 
the  attempt  is  to  be  made  by  fea,  whilft  the  Cape  remained  in 
our  pofTeflion,  I  have  little  hefitation  in  agreeing  with  them 
that  it  would  certainly  fail.    During  the  laft  war,  when  their 
troops  had  marched  to  Suez,  they  had  not  a  fingle  fhip  in  the 
Red  Sea  that  dared  to  carry  the  French  flag,  nor,  with  the  Cape 
and  Ceylon  in  our  hands,  could  they  at  any  future  period  have 
a  fleet  of  any  defcription  without  our  permiffion. 

But  we  will  even  allow  them  to  have  aflembled  at  Suez  a 
fleet  of  their  own  (hips,  or  of  the  country  coafters,  fufficient  to 
take  on  board  their  armament  deftined  for  the  Malabar  coaft. 
The  next  queftion  is,  where,  or  in  what  manner,  are  they  to 
victual  and  to  provifion  fuch  a  fleet  for  a  month  or  five  weeks 
paffage,  and  efpecially  in  the  fupply  of  the  indifpenfable  article 
of  water  ?  The  fountains  of  Mofes,  it  is  true,  furnifh  a  fupply 
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of  water  at  all  feafons  of  the  year,  but  they  are  fituated  at  twelve 
miles  diftance  from  Suez.  Water  may  be,  likewife,  and  is,  col- 
lected in  tanks  or  refervoirs  near  the  town,  but  it  foon  grows 
fetid.  The  difficulty,  however,  of  victualling  and  watering 
fuch  a  fleet,  though  great,  is  not  infurmountable,  and  therefore 
may  be  allowed  to  be  got  over. 

The  dangerous  navigation  of  the  Red  Sea,  in  which  it  ap- 
pears not  fewer  than  fifteen  armed  (hips  were  loft  between  the 
time  of  the  French  entering  Egypt,  and  the  figning  of  the  de- 
finitive treaty  of  peace,  is  the  next  obftacle  that  prefents  itfelf, 
and  which  may  alfo  be  furmounted.  But  as  the  navigation 
down  this  fea  can  only  be  performed  fix  months  in  the  year,  on 
account  .of  the  periodical  winds  which  there  prevail,  we  can 
always  know,  within  fix  months,  when  fuch  a  fleet  would  at- 
tempt to  pafs  the  narrow  ftrait  of  Babelmandel,  and  be  prepared 
accordingly.  This  ftrait  is  completely  commanded  by  the  ifland 
of  Perim,  againft  which  there  is  no  other  objection  but  the 
want  of  water.  If,  however,  we  have  allowed  the  French  to 
furmount  fo  many  difficulties  before  they  can  arrive  at  the 
ftrait  of  Babelmandel,  we  may  furely  give  ourfelves  the  credit 
of  being  able  to  overcome  this  fingle  objection  againft  the  ifland 
of  Perim.  A  refervoir  to  collect  and  preferve  rain  water  might 
be  conftructed ;  or,  by  digging  below  the  level  of  the  fea,  frefh 
water  would,  in  all  probability,  be  obtained  j  or,  at  any  rate, 
water  might  be  tranfported  thither  from  the  continent,  fufficient 
for  the  fupply  of  the  fmall  garrifon  that  would  be  neceflary  to 
protect  the  ftrait.  The  pofTeffion  of  this  ifland,  with  a  few  fri- 
gates, is  faid  to  be  competent  for  the  deftruction  of  all  the  craft 
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that  could  polfjbly  be  colle&ed  and  fent  down  from  Suez  and 
all  the  other  ports  of  the  Red  Sea.  Little,  therefore,  is  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  defigns  of  the  French  on  India  by  the 
way  of  the  Red  Sea,  fo  long  as  we  can  command  the  ftrait  and 
victual  the  force  neceffary  to  be  ftationed  there  ;  advantages 
which  the  poffeflion  of  the  Cape  and  of  Ceylon  would  always 
enable  us  to  make  ufe  of. 

But  if  through  the  Cape  the  French  can  contrive  to  affemble 
and  victual  a  large  armament  in  the  Indian  Seas,  we  muft  have 
an  immenfe  force  to  prevent  fuch  an  armament  from  co-opera- 
ting with  a  body  of  troops  that  may  previoufly  have  been 
thrown  into  Egypt  and  Syria,  a  plan  which  they  probably  in- 
tended to  have  carried  into  effect,  had  not  the  ambitious  views 
of  the  Conful  put  us  on  our  guard,  and  rendered  the  prefent  war 
both  juft  and  neceffary.  Such  a  plan,  at  any  future  period  of 
peace,  may  eafily  be  realized,  long  before  any  intelligence  of  it 
could  reach  India,  or  any  force  be  fent  out  from  England  to 
counteract  it,  if  Malta  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  were  accef- 
fible  to  the  French,  but  could  not  be  carried  into  execution  pro- 
vided the  Cape  be  left  in  our  hands,  and  converted  into  a  naval 
and  military  ftation,  for  which  it  is  fo  peculiarly  adapted* 

What  the  confequence  might  be  of  an  attempt  entirely  by 
land,  from  Greece  or  Syria  to  India,  is  not  quite  fo  certain  ;  and 
under  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  French,  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  the  experiment  will  be  made  by  land  and  not  by 
fea.  If,  indeed,  the  emperor  Paul  had  lived  to  carry  into  exe- 
cution his  wild  but  dangerous  fcheme,  of  affembling  a  large 
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body  of  troops  on  the  eaftern  borders  of  the  Cafpian  Sea,  to  aft 
in  concert  with  the  French,  it  is  difficult  to  fay  where  the  mif- 
chief  of  their  quixotifm  might  have  ended.  The  minds  of  men, 
intoxicated  with  power  and  maddened  by  ambition,  are  not  to 
be  meafured  by  the  fame  motives  which  ufually  guide  the  actions 
of  mankind.  It  is  certain  that  neither  Paul  nor  Buonaparte 
regarded  the  great  wafte  of  men  that  fuch  a  project  would  have 
occafioned.  They  muft  have  known  that  by  no  precaution  nor 
exertion  could  they  have  made  fure  of  a  conftant  fupply  of  pro- 
vifions  for  fo  vaft  a  combined  army  ;  but  fuch  knowledge  would 
not  have  prevented  them  from  making  the  experiment,  the  lives 
of  their  people  being  objects  of  little  confideration  with  them. 
If,  like  the  hoft  of  Xerxes,  they  mould  be  compelled  to  feed  on 
grafs  and  the  fhrubs  of  the  thicket,  or,  like  the  army  of  Cam- 
byfes,  in  their  march  againfl  the  Ethiopians,  be  reduced  to  the 
ftill  more  dreadful  neceffity  of  killing  every  tenth  man  to  feed 
the  reft,  what  remorfe  would  fuch  calamities  occaiion  in  the 
breaft  of  that  man,  who  could  deliberately  put  to  death  by  poi- 
fon  the  companions  of  his  victories,  for  no  other  fault  than  the 
misfortune  of  being  difabled  by  ficknefs  ? 

Yet,  although  vaft  numbers  would  neceflarily  periih  in  fuch 
an  enterprize,  the  refult  might,  neverthelefe,  be  the  means  of 
making  our  fecurity  in  India  ;  and  this  would  be  confidered  as 
a  moft  ample  compenfation  for  any  lofs  the  enemy  might  fuftain 
in  the  expedition.  The  obftacles  that  have  been  urged  againft 
it  were,  perhaps,  equally  great  and  numerous  when  the  Mace- 
donian hero  undertook  to  march  his  army  acrofs  the  fame  coun- 
tries j  yet  he  overcame  them  all.    And  if  Alexander  could  fuc- 
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ceed  in  penetrating  into -India,  why  not  Buonaparte,  fince  mi- 
litary {kill  and  tallies  are  now  fo  much  fuperior  among  Euro- 
peans to  what  they  were  in  his  day,  whilft  they  have  remained 
nearly  ftationary  in  the  nations  of  the  eaft  ?  No  fufficient  reafon 
can,  perhaps,  be  afligned  why  the  one,  with  the  fame  or  with 
inereafed  means,  and  with  talents,  perhaps,  not  lefs  fuited  to 
apply  thefe  means  to  the  beft  advantage,  mould  not  be  able  ta 
proceed  to  the  fame  length  that  the  other  did. 

That  no  part  of  his  army  would  ever  return  is  extremely 
probable.  When  a  confiderable  proportion  had  perifhed  by 
fatigue,  by  ficknefs,  and  by  famine,  the  relt,  in  all  human  pro- 
bability, by  change  of  climate,  manner  of  living,  and  by  inter- 
marrying with  a  new  people,  would  produce  a  new  race,  and 
that  race  would  ceafe  to  be  Frenchmen.  An  army  for  fuch  ah 
expedition  muft,  in  the  outfet,  be  immenfe,  to  afford  a  fufficient 
number  of  men  to  maintain  the  conquered  countries  through 
which  they  muft  pafs.  The  farther  they  proceeded  the  more 
formidable  would  be  the  enemies  left  in  their  rear;  and  on  their 
approach  to  India,  there  are  good  grounds  for  fuppofing  that 
the  native  powers  would  keep  them  in  check,  jealous,  as  they 
now  muft  be,  of  admitting  new  European  vifitors,  after  the 
dearly  bought  experience  they  have  already  had  of  their  old 
friends  from  that  quarter.  Thefe,  however,  are  contingencies 
that  amount  to  no  fecurity  of  a  failure  in  the  main  object  of  the 
expedition,  namely,  the  deftruction  of  our  empire  in  the  eaft. 
We  (hall,  perhaps,  come  neareft  the  mark  by  confidering  the 
ir  oft  ferious,  and  probably  the  only,  obftacle  that  would  impede 
their  progrefs  in  the  countries  that  lie  between  Syria  and  India, 
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to  be  occafioned  by  the  great  difficulty  of  procuring  provifions 
and  tranfporting  the  baggage  and  ammunition  that  would  be 
required  for  fo  large  an  army.  But  even  thefe  are  difficulties 
which,  by  an  enterprizing  and  determined  mind,  would  be  fur- 
mounted. 

Whether  the  French  really  intended  to  march  an  army  by 
land,  in  the  event  of  their  having  reduced  Acre  and  got  poffef- 
fion  of  Syria,  feems  to  be  doubtful  j  but  it  is  pretty  evident  they 
entertained  hopes,  at  one  time,  of  being  able  to  co-operate  with 
the  Sultaun  of  Myfore  by  the  Red  Sea,  though  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  any  previous  plan  had  been  concerted  for  tranfport- 
ing their  troops  from  Egypt  to  India.    The  whole  expedition, 
indeed,  fhould  feem  to  have  been,  in  the  firft  inftance,  a  mo- 
mentary thought,  without  any  further  plan  or  defign  than  that 
of  diverting  the  original  intention  of  an  armament,  which  was 
vauntingly  called  the  Army  of  England.    The  fact  feems  to  be, 
that  the  power  and  the  influence  of  Buonaparte,  who  had  the 
command  of  this  army,  had  rendered  him  the  object  of  jealoufy 
and  hatred  to  the  Directory,  who  were  equally  glad  with  himfelf 
to  have  an  excufe  for  changing  the  current  of  thefe  vaft  prepara- 
tions from  a  hazardous,  almoft  hopelefs,  enterprize,  whofe 
failure  would  have  ended  in  equal  difgrace  both  to  the  Directory 
and  their  general,  into  a  romantic  expedition  that  had  the  fanc- 
tion  of  the  old  government  for  the  attempt,  and,  at  all  events, 
was  more  promifing  of  fuccefs  than  the  pretended  invafion  of 
the  Britim  iflands.    The  fame  of  Buonaparte  required,  in  fact, 
to  be  fupported,  at  that  time,  by  fome  new  and  lignal  adven- 
ture which  might  be  the  means  of  refcuing  him  from  tne  le- 
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condary  part  the  Directory  had  referved  for  him,  by  the  com- 
mand of  a  pretended  expedition  againft  their  only  remaining 
enemy.    In  this  fituation  fome  of  his  friends,  it  is  fuppofed,  fug- 
gefted  to  him  the  conqueft  of  Egypt,  which  had  long  been  an 
object  of  the  French  Government  under  the  monarchy.  The 
brilliancy  of  fuch  a  conqueft  was  well  fuited  to  the  enterprizing 
fpirit  and  ambitious  views  of  the  Gorfican.    It  is  fuppofed,  alfo, 
that  the  memoir  which  the  philofopher  Leibnitz  prcfented  to 
Louis  XlVth  was  put  into  his  hands,  and  that  the  grand  objects 
held  out  therein  took  ftrong  poffeflion  of  his  mind.    "  The 
*'  fovereignty  of  the  feas — the  Eq/lcrn  Empire — the  overthrow  of 
"  the  Porte — and  univerfal  arbitration^  were  all  to  be  accom- 
pliihed  by  the  conqueft  of  Egypt,  a  conqueft  that  was  referved 
for  his  mighty  arm.    "Soldiers,"  fays  he,  on  the  departure  of 
the  expedition,  "  you  are  about  to  undertake  a  conqueft,  the 
"  effects  of  which,  upon  commerce  and  civilization,  will  be  in- 
"  calculable ;  and  the  blow  it  will  give  to  England  will  be  fol- 
M  lowed  up  with  its  deftruction." 

But  vain  are  often  the  hopes  of  man  !  The  brilliancy  of  fuch 
a  conqueft,  however  alluring  at  a  diftance,  feems  to  have  faded 
on  the  approach.  Whether  his  unfuccefsful  attempt  againft 
Acre  had  damped  his  ardour,  and  thrown  an  infurmountable 
barrier  to  any  views  he  might  have  entertained  againft  India, 
or  whether  he  meant  to  be  fatisfied  with  annexing  Egypt  to 
the  colonies  of  France,  is  ftill  matter  of  conjecture  j  but  it  would 
feem  from  one  of  his  letters,  publiihed  in  the  intercepted  corre- 
fpondence,  written  at  a  time  when  he  had  not  the  leaft  idea  of 
being  baffled  in  his  fchemes,  and  his  army  finally  driven  out  by 
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the  Englim,  that  the  acquifition  of  Egypt  was  the  end  of  his 
defign,  and  that  his  intention  was  to  return  to  Paris  as  foon  as 
the  neceflary  arrangements  could  be  made  for  its  future  govern- 
ment. His  object,  no  doubt,  as  appears  from  his  letters  to  the 
King  of  England  and  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  was  to  obtain 
a  general  peace,  and  by  certain  facrifices  on  the  part  of  France 
or  its  allies,  to  retain  poffeflion  of  this  new  colony,  from 
whence,  at  fome  diftant  period,  when  he  had  affembled  a  fuffi- 
cient  force,  and  prepared  the  neceflary  quantity  of  fhipping^  in 
the  Red  Sea,  he  might  have  availed  himfelf  of  a  favourable 
opportunity  of  making  a  defcent  on  the  Malabar  coaft.  In 
fiieh  an  event  he  was  well  aware  that  England,  at  that  time, 
would  never  have  relinquished  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which 
he  might  therefore  have  propofed  as  an  equivalent  for  Egypt. 
The  importance  which  the  French  have  attached  to  this  half- 
way ftation  between  Europe  and  India,  appears  from  the  con- 
ferences which  took  place  between  Lord  Malmefbury  and 
Monfieur  Be  la  Croix,  wherein  the  latter  perfifted  that  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  was  of  infinitely  greater  importance  to  England 
than  the  Netherlands  were  to  France,  and  that  if  our  demands 
for  keeping  it  were  acquiefced  in,  it  mould  be  confidered  as  a 
full  and  ample  compenfation  for  them.  u  If,"  fays  he,  "  you 
**  are  matters  of  the  Cape  and  Trincomalee,  we  mall  hold  all 
"  our  fettlements  in  India,  and  the  Ifles  of  France  and  Bourbon 
"  entirely  at  the  tenure  of  your  will  and  pleafure;  they  will  be 
"  ours  only  as  long  as  you  choofe  we  mould  retain  them  ;  you 
"  will  be  fole  matters  in  India,  and  we  mall  be  entirely  de- 
"  pendent  on  you."  On  one  occafion  he  vehemently  ex- 
claimed, "  Your  Indian  empire  alone  has  enabled  you  to  fub- 
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"  fidize  all  the  powers  of  Europe  againft  us,  and  your  monopoly 
"  of  the  Indian  trade  has  put  you  in  poffeffion  of  a  fund  of  in- 
"  exhauftible  wealth !" 

As  the  French,  in  all  human  probability,  will  very  foon  be 
deprived  of  all  their  colonies  in  the  weft,  they  will  be  more 
anxious  to  increafe  their  eftablifhments  in  the  eaft ;  and  how- 
ever limited  might  have  been  the  extent  of  their  views  on  the 
memorable  expedition  to  Egypt,  there  cannot  now  be  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  on  the  fubject.  India  is,  undoubtedly,  their  ob- 
ject, and  to  gain  that  object  they  will  leave  no  meafures  untried, 
nor  regard  the  facrifice  of  thoufands.  They  have  now,  indeed, 
ftronger*  motives  than  ever  for  attempting  the  deftruction  of  our 
power  in  the  eaft.  Driven  from  the  moft  valuable  of  their  Weft 
India  fettlements,  by  a  conduct  of  which  the  confequences 
might  eafily  have  been  forefeen,  and  in  a  fair  way  of  lofing  the 
reft,  they  will  feek  for  reparation  in  Egypt  and  in  India.  If, 
however,  England  can  fucceed  in  keeping  them  out  of  the 
Eaftern  Seas,  the  feeble  remains  of  their  maritime  ftrength  muft 
fpeedily  be  extinguished ;  for  without  colonies  they  can  have 
little  or  no  foreign  trade,  and  confequently  no  feamen.  To 
effect  this  defireable  end,  it  will  be  indifpenfably  neceffary 
for  England  to  regain  poffeffion  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
which,  with  Malta  and  Ceylon,  are  the  beft  guarantees  for  the 
tranquillity  of  our  Indian  trade  and  fettlements,  ;.nd  without 
which  their  fecurity  muft  always  be  confidered  as  precarious. 

It  is  almoft  fuperfluous  to  obferve  how  much  every  nation  of 
Europe  is  interefted,  that  the  power  of  the  Bfitifh  empire 
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mould,  at  this  moment,  be  upheld  by  every  poffible  fecurity  that 
may  enable  her  to  refill  the  overwhelming  and  infatiable  ambi- 
tion of  France.  Do  the  other  powers  vainly  hope  to  meet  a  better 
fate  under  her  triumphant  arms  than  Holland,  Hanover,  or  Swit- 
zerland have  experienced,  where,  before  the  palfying  arm  of 
French  tyranny  had  deftroyed  their  health  and  vigour,  the  peo- 
ple were  profperous,  happy,  and  free  ?  Would  Denmark  or 
Sweden,  Pruffia  or  the  principalities  of  Germany,  be  treated 
with  more  confideration  than  the  Italian  provinces  have  been  ? 
Will  Spain  and  Portugal  increafe  their  influence,  wealth,  and 
commerce  by  being  degraded  into  tributary  provinces  of  France, 
and  do  they  promife  themfelves  a  better  fecurity  of  their 
colonies  by  the  humiliating  alliance  ?  Nothing,  furely,  but  the 
moft  morbid  apathy  could  prevent  thefe  and  the  reft  of  Europe 
from  riling  in  a  mafs  to  wipe  off  the  difgrace  that  has  already 
fallen  on  fome,  and  momentarily  threatens  the  reft.  How  is  it 
poffible  that  thofe  powers,  who  yet  have  the  means  of  refcuing 
Europe  from  univerfal  mifery,  can  remain  inactive,  and  infen- 
fible  of  their  own  impending  danger  ?  A  little  iiland,  animated 
with  a  great  foul,  is  their  only  fecurity,  and  if  that  mould  fail,  the 
tyrant's  fell  grafp  will  foon  reach  them  all.  The  fyftem,  deeply 
rooted  in  the  mind  of  the  Confular  Government,  appears  to  be 
that  of  univerfal  and  arbitrary  dominion — to  reduce  all  Europe 
into  gallic  provinces  as  Afra  fell  under  the  yoke  of  Rome. 

Nor  would  the  dreadful  effects  of  French  aggrandizement  be 
confined  to  Europe,  were  they  not  completely  checked  by  the 
maritime  power  of  Great  Britain.  Alia,  Africa,  and  South 
America  would  foon  be  overrun  with  Frenchmen.    No  one  can 
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doubt,  for  a  moment,  what  the  fate  of  Egypt  would  be  if  Eng- 
land fhould  relinquifh  the  poffeffion  of  Malta.  The  Firft  Conful, 
indeed,  in  an  unguarded  moment  of  frenzy,  has  mod  unequi- 
vocally avowed  it.  The  deilrudion  of  the  Ottoman  Govern- 
ment is  another  object  of  French  ambition.  One  of  the  moft 
intelligent  of  the  French  officers,  in  his  correfpondence  with  the 
Executive  Directory,  obferves,  M  The  Ottoman  Empire  is  ge- 
"  nerally  regarded  as  an  old  edifice,  tottering  to  its  fall.  The 
41  European  powers  have  long  been  preparing  to  divide  its  fcat- 
"  tered  fragments,  and  many  politicians  conceive  that  the  cataf- 
"  trophe  is  clofe  at  hand.  In  this  fuppofition,  they  think  it  but 
"  right  that  France  fhould  have  her  fhare  of  the  fpoils ;  and  the 
"  part  allotted  to  her  is  Egypt." 

But  let  thofe  profefied  Cofmopolites,  who,  from  principles  of 
pretended  humanity,  declare  themfelves  friends  to  the  difmern- 
berment  of  the  Turkifh  Empire,  reflect  ferioufly  on  the  confe- 
quences  that  would  inevitably  enfue  were  France  concerned  in 
the  difTolution  and  partition  of  this  government.  However  de- 
firable  it  may  feem  to  free  the  Greeks  from  the  miferable  yoke 
under  which  they  long  have  groaned,  yet  a  fudden  tranfition 
from  flavery  to  freedom  would  fcarcely  be  borne  with  more 
moderation  by  the  Greeks,  than  by  the  French  at  home  or  the 
negroes  in  the  Weft  India  iflands.  Nor  would  the  horrors  of  a 
revolution  be  confined  to  the  Turkifh  provinces.  The  licen- 
tious army  who  might  effect:  it,  trained  and  accuftomed  to  rapine 
and  plunder,  led  on  by  needy  or  ambitious  officers,  who,  on 
their  part,  are  fpurred  by  the  aggrandizing  views  of  their  go- 
vernment, would  not  be  content  to  fit  down  with  Egypt  as  their 
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{hare  of  the  plunder.  As  Malta  was  the  ftep  that  led  them  to 
Egypt,  fo  would  Egypt  be  to  Syria,  and  Syria  to  the  poffeflion 
of  India  ;  to  the  plunder  of  that  wealth  which,  in  their  opinion, 
is  the  great  fupport  of  Britain.  Thus  would  the  fcourge  of 
their  inordinate  ambition  be  felt  from  the  Nile  to  the  Ganges, 
and  from  thence,  in  all  probability,  to  the  Yellow  Sea.  And  by 
adverting  to  the  geographical  pofition  of  the  fouthern  extremity 
of  Africa,  in  relation  to  other  countries,  and  to  the  advantages 
it  commands  as  a  military  ftation,  we  fhall  perceive  with  what 
eafe  might  all  the  ports  of  South  America  be  made  fubfervient 
to  their  ambitious  views,  and  how  fpeedily  that  great  continent 
from  the  ifthmus  of  Darien  to  Terra  del  Fuego  would  fall  into 
their  infatiable  grafp.  The  accomplishment  of  thefe  objects, 
chimerical  as  they  may  appear,  are  prevented  only  by  the 
tranfcendant  and  invincible  ftrength  of  the  Britifh  navy. 

As  it  muft  therefore  obvioufly  be  the  intereft  of  the  whole 
world  that  the  reftlefs  and  aggrandizing  fpirit  of  France  (hould 
effectually  be  counteracted,  and  as  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and 
Malta  in  her  poffeflion  would  forward  her  views  at  univerfal 
dominion,  there  can  be  no  reafonable  objections  made  on  the 
part  of  the  other  powers  of  Europe  againft  thefe  two  g;and 
points  of  fecurity  being  left,  at  a  general  peace,  in  the  hands  of 
England,  or,  at  all  events,  to  be  protected  by  Englifh  garrifons, 
as  fome  guarantee  againft  the  defigns  of  the  general  enemy  of 
the  human  race. 


As  the  importance  of  every  military  ftation  muft  depend,  in 
a  confiderable  degree,  on  the  fufEciency  of  the  works  that  either 
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are  already  conftru&ed  for  its  defence  againft  internal  or  exter- 
nal attack,  or  on  the  local  advantages  it  poffefles  of  being  ren- 
dered defencible,  it  may  be  expected  I  mould  here  fay  fome- 
thing  on  this  fubject.  Being  no  profeffional  man,  I  am  aware, 
in  doing  this,  of  the  rifk  I  run  of  laying  myfelf  open  to  the 
cenfure  of  fome  who  are  fo,  particularly  as  I  have  heard  fo  many 
and  fuch  contrary  opinions  advanced  as  to  the  belt  means  of 
attacking  and  of  defending  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  little 
I  have  to  offer  on  the  fubject  will  be  chiefly  defcriptive  ;  and  as 
to  the  defence  of  the  place  my  ideas  will  be  grounded  on  the 
opinion  of  thofe  whofe  {kill  in  their  profeffions,  and  whofe  found 
judgment  in  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life,  joined  to  their  local 
knowledge,  entitle  fuch  opinion  to  fome  degree  of  confideration. 
It  may  be  obferved,  however,  that  there  are  not,  perhaps,  two 
officers  who  perfectly  agree  on  this  fubject. 

By  the  defence  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  is  meant  only 
that  of  the  peninfular  promontory,  containing  the  two  bays 
which  are  the  ufual  refort  of  fhipping,  and  on  the  northern  part 
of  which  the  town  is  fituated.  And  for  the  better  illuftration  of 
what  follows,  I  have  added  a  military  map  of  the  faid  penin- 
fula,  the  outline  of  which  was  taken,  I  believe,  fome  years  ago 
by  a  French  engineer,  was  afterwards  filled  up  by  different 
officers  in  the  Dutch  fervice,  and  was  examined,  corrected,  and 
verified  with  great  care  and  accuracy,  by  Captain  (now  Lieute- 
tenant-Colonel)  Bridges  of  the  Britifh  engineers,  under  whofe 
directions  feveral  new  and  important  works  were  conftru&ed  by 
order  of  Sir  James  Craig.  For  the  fake  of  conveniency,  I  found 
it  neceffary  to  reduce  the  fcale  to  half  the  fize  of  the  original 
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drawing,  and  have  added  to  the  Dutch  fcale  of  roeds  one  of 
Englifti  yards,  the  former  being  to  the  latter  as  4TVoV  to  1. 

This  military  plan,  together  with  the  bays,  I  have  thought  it 
expedient  to  puhUfh,  as  multiplied  copies  of  them  are  in  the 
poflVjiion  not  only  of  the  government  and  officers  at  the  Cape, 
but  alfo  of  French  officers  in  Europe  ;  and  it  is  prefumed  they 
may  be  of  ufe  to  thofe  who,  perhaps,  may  hereafter  be  fent  on 
an  expedition  againft  this  important  fettlement  without  pof- 
feffing  local  knowledge,  although,  for  fuch  apurpofe,  and  againft 
fo  extenfive  a  colony,  it  would  be  highly  advifeable  to  felect 
fuch  as  were  well  acquainted  not  only  with  the  fortified  penin- 
fula,  but  alfo  with  the  different  bays  and  paffes  of  the  country, 
the  manners  of  the  colonifts  and  their  refources,  and,  above  all, 
with  the  habits  of  the  native  Hottentots, 

Cape  Town,  which  may  be  called  the  capital  of  the  colony, 
is  fituated  on  the  fouth-eaft  angle  of  Table  Bay.  It  ufually 
happens  that  the  advantages  of  the  bay,  in  forming  a  new  fet- 
tlement, determines  the  choice  of  the  fite  for  the  town  ;  but,  in 
this  inftance,  the  convenience  of  a  plentiful  ftream  of  pure 
limpid  water,  rufhing  out  of  the  Table  Mountain,  was  the  pri- 
mary object  to  which  the  bay  was  fubfervient.  Had  this  not 
been  the  cafe,  the  firft  fettlers  would  unqueftionably  have  given 
the  preference  to  Saldanha  Bay,  whofe  only  defect  is  the  want 
of  freih  water  near  it  j  whereas  Table  Bay  is  faulty  in  every 
point  that  conftitutes  a  proper  place  for  the  refort  of  {hipping ; 
and  fo  boifterous,  for  four  months  in  the  year,  as  totally  to  ex- 
clude all  mips  from  entering  it. 

As 
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As  this,  however,  became  the  feat  of  the  petty  concerns  in 
which  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  allowed  its  fervants  to 
traffic,  and,  under  certain  redactions,  the  other  fettlers  to  carry 
on  with  foreign  fhips,  a  commerce  that  was  chiefly  confined  to 
the  fupply  of  provifions  and  refreshments  in  exchange  for  In- 
dian and  European  articles,  they  found  it  neceflary  to  build  a 
fort  for  the  protection  of  their  property  and  of  the  Company's 
warehoufes  againft  the  attempts  of  the  natives. 

As  the  trade  to  India  increafed,  and  the  Cape,  in  confc- 
quence,  became  more  frequented,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
extend  the  works,  and  to  erect  a  citadel  that  mould  ferve  as  a 
defence  againft  any  attack  either  by  land  or  by  fea.  This  citadel 
is  the  prefent  caftle,  a  regular  pentagon  fort,  with  two  ravelins 
and  fome  other  outworks,  and  furrounded  by  a  wet  ditch  ;  but 
fo  injudicioufly  placed,  in  the  very  loweft  part,  or  fink,  of  the 
valley,  that  although  it  commands  the  town  and  part  of  the  an- 
chorage, itfelf  is  commanded  by  the  ground  rifing  from  it  in  a 
flope  to  the  Devil's  Hill,  which,  therefore,  renders  it  not  de- 
fenfible.  This  flope  is  now  occupied  as  high  as  the  commence- 
ment of  the  perpendicular  rocky  fide  of  the  Devil's  Hill,  by 
various  redoubts,  batteries,  and  block-houfes  commanding  each 
other,  and  the  advance  ground  to  the  caftle,  all  of  which  were 
added  by  Sir  James  Craig. 

During  the  American  war,  when  the  French  were  at  the 
Cape,  they  raifed  lines  with  two  redoubts  to  protect  the  ap- 
proach to  the  caftle  on  the  land  fide,  the  expence  of  which  they 
paid  in  paper  money.    Thefe  lines,  however,  extending  no  far- 
ther 
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ther  up  the  tongue  of  land  that  projects  from  the  Devil's  Hill, 
than  the  point,  No.  12,  in  the  map,  were  liable  to  be  turned  be- 
tween that  point  and  the  craggy  fummit  D,  a  manoeuvre,  I  be- 
lieve, which  General  Craig  intended  to  put  in  practice,  pro- 
vided the  Dutch,  after  being  driven  out  of  Wynberg,  were 
difpofed  to  make  a  ftand  at  the  French  lines.  He  therefore, 
very  properly,  ordered  a  battery  and  block- houfe  to  be  con- 
ftructed  immediately  under  D,  and  a  fecond  a  little  lower  down 
the  hill,  which,  with  the  two  redoubts  in  the  lines,  and  Fort 
de  Knokke  at  their  extremity  on  the  more  of  Table  Bay,  being 
all  within  the  compafs  of  1500  yards,  would  enable  the  garri- 
fon  to  keep  up  fuch  a  crofs  and  concentrated  fire,  as  to  prevent 
any  moderate  number  of  troops  from  attempting  to  force  the 
lines  in  their  approach  to  the  town  from  Simon's  Bay.  And, 
in  order  to  ftrengthen  the  northern  extremity  of  the  lines,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  cover  the  landing  place  at  the  mouth  of, 
and  paffage  acrofs,  the  Salt  River,  he  added,  alfo,  a  bomb- 
proof tower  and  battery  at  G,  both  of  which  bear  his  name. 
Notwithftanding,  however,  the  ftrength  of  thefe  lines,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Dutch  garrifon,  now  at  the  Cape,  were  of  opinion 
that  the  raoft  elegible  mode  of  attacking  the  town  would  be  to 
force  the  lines,  though  at  the  hazard  of  iofing  a  number  of  men, 
after  which  the  caftle  muft  immediately  fall  j  and  many  Englifh. 
officers  are  of  the  fame  opinion. 

Fort  Knokke  is  connected  with  the  citadel  by  a  rampart 
drawn  along  the  fhore,  called  the  Sea  lines,  defended  by  feveral 
batteries,  mounted  with  heavy  guns,  and  furnifhed  with  ovens 
for  heating  fliot.    Within  thefe  lines  is  a  powder  magazine, 
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and  a  long  range  of  low  buildings  that  were  converted,  under 
the  Englifh  government,  into  a  general  hofpital,  with  lodgings 
for  the  infpedor,  ftorekeeper,  and  apothecary  to  the  forces. 

On  the  weft  of  the  bay  are  three  ftrong  batteries  at  the  points 
K,  L,  M,  the  Rogge-bay  battery,  the  Amfterdam  battery,  and 
the  Chavonne  battery,  the  guns  of  which  all  bear  diredly  upon 
the  anchorage.  At  N  is  alio  a  fmall  battery,  called  the  Mouille, 
commanding  the  entrance  of  the  bay  ;  for  all  mips,  when  com- 
ing in,  keep  the  point  of  the  Mouille  clofe  on  board,  and  go 
out  of  the  bay  between  Roben  Ifland  and  the  continent.  A 
little  farther,  at  the  point  O,  where  there  is  a  fmall  fandy  cove, 
a  work  was  thrown  up  with  a  few  light  guns  and  a  furnace  for 
heating  mot,  to  prevent  a  landing  at  this  place,  which  they 
have  further  endeavoured  to  impede  by  fixing  three  anchors 
acrofs  the  inlet.  A  very  few  fhot  from  one  of  our  frigates  foon, 
however,  diflodged  the  enemy  from  this  work. 

At  Camp's  Bay,  on  the  weftern  coafl  of  the  peninfula,  there 
are  alfo  a  few  fmall  batteries,  and  a  military  poft  on  the  height 
above  it,  diredly  between  the  Table  Mountain  and  the  Lion's 
Head.  An  almoft  perpetual  furf  rolls  upon  the  fandy  beach  of 
Camp's  Bay,  otherwife,  this  might  be  confidered  as  a  very  vul- 
nerable point.  An  army  landing  here,  and  at  Three  Anchor 
Bay,  might  take  the  town  and  all  the  batteries  in  their  rear,  or, 
which  would  ftill  be  more  important,  might  get  pofleffion  of 
the  Lion's  Rump  at  F,  from  whence,  with  a  few  howitzers,  the 
town  and  citadel,  and  the  ftrong  batteries  on  the  weft  fide  of 
Table  Bay,  would  be  completely  commanded.    And  this  hill 

has 
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has  the  very  great  advantage  of  not  being  commanded  by  any 
other  point. 

So  fully  convinced  was  Sir  James  Craig  of  the  vaft  import- 
ance of  this  fituation,  that  he  propofed  to  Government,  in  the 
event  of  the  Cape  remaining  in  our  poffieffion,  to  eretT:  a  citadel 
upon  it,  with  buildings  for  every  military  purpofe,  fuch  as  bar- 
racks for  the  garrifon,  houfes  for  an  hofpital,  buildings  for  the 
ordnance  department,  for  military  ft  ores,  and  for  at  leaft  twelve 
months'  provifions.  Such  a  fortification,  when  properly  com- 
pleted, would,  in  the  opinion  of  Sir  James,  be  ably  defended, 
in  time  of  war,  by  1200  men;  and  would  render  the  town,  the 
batteries,  and  the  cattle,  untenable  by  an  enemy,  all  of  which 
might  be  totally  deftroyed  from  this  height  in  four-and-twenty 
hours.  The  mod  intelligent  of  the  officers  of  the  Dutch  gar- 
rifon, now  at  the  Cape,  were  piecifely  of  the  fame  opinion,  and 
immediately  pointed  out  the  flotation  as  the  mod  eligible  for 
erecting  a  citadel.  The  Government,  however,  are  not  in  cir- 
cumftances  at  prefent  to  undertake  a  work  of  fuch  magnitude 
and  expence,  not  being  able  to  raife  funds  adequate  to  meet  the 
fubfiftence  of  the  troops,  and  the  contingent  and  extraordinary 
expences  of  the  garrifon,  confiding  of  about  two  thoufand 
men. 

The  greater];  difficulty,  in  employing  this  fituation  for  fuch  a 
purpofe,  would  be  the  want  of  water  ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  an 
infurmountable  difficulty.  Twelve  hundred  men,  at  a  daily 
allowance  of  a  quart  to  each  man,  would  confume,  in  twelve 
months,  109,500  gallons,  and  a  ciftern,  capable  of  containing 
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this  quantity,  would  not  be  required  to  exceed  a  fquare  of 
twelve  yards,  provided  the  depth  be  about  four  yards  and  a  half. 
And  two  cifterns  of  thefe  dimenfions,  would  be  fully  adequate 
for  every  purpofe  that  the  garrifon  would  require. 

Another  objection,  however,  was  ftarted,  grounded  on  the 
opinion  of  fome  of  the  artillery  officers  in  the  lervice  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company,  who  conceived  the  Lion's  Hill  to  be  within 
point  blank  {hot  of  the  Devil's  Hill,  the  flope  of  which,  below 
the  rocky  fummit,  is  at  leaft  twice  the  height  of  the  former, 
and  confequently  commanded  it.    Thefe  gentlemen,  who  are 
fuppofed  to  be  among  the  beft  informed  of  the  Company's  offi- 
cers, may  be  very  good  artillery  officers,  but  they  are  certainly 
bad  judges  of  diftance  in  a  mountainous  country ;  for,  as  Sir 
James  Craig  has  obferved,  the  neareft  point  of  the  Devil's  Hill 
is  at  the  diftance  of  3700  yards ;  but  that,  in  order  to  get  any 
thing  like  a  level  with  the  part  of  the  Lion's  Rump,  on  which 
the  moft  confiderable  part  of  the  works  would  be  placed,  it 
would  be  neceflary  to  go  farther  back  on  the  flope  of  the  De- 
vil's Hill,  at  leaft  five  hundred  yards,  and  even  then  the  eleva- 
tion would  not  be  equal  to  that  point  on  which  the  laid  works 
were  fituated ;  fo  that  the  point  blank  range  of  the  Campany's 
artillery  officers  is,  at  leaft,  4200  yards.    Sir  James  obferves, 
that  a  refidence  of  fourteen  months  at  the  Cape,  fince  he  gave 
his  opinion  on  this  fubject,  and  a  continued  and  unremitting 
ftudy,  to  render  the  place  as  defenfible  as  poffible,  had  only 
ferved  to  confirm  him  in  it ;  an  opinion,  indeed,  which  perfectly 
coincided  with  that  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bridges,  who  com- 
manded the  Britifh  engineers,  as  well  as  with  that  of  every  in- 
telligent 
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telligent  officer  who  has  been  on  duty  at  the  Cape,  not  only 
among  the  Englifti,  but  alfo  among  the  French,  Dutch,  and 
German  officers  now  ferving  there. 

Near  the  narrowed  part  of  the  peninfula,  on  the  weftern 
fhore,  are  two  contiguous  bays  called  Hout  or  Wood  Bay,  and 
Chapman's  Bay  ;  the  latter  communicating,  by  a  defile  of  the 
mountains,  about  2700  yards  in  length,  with  Vis  or  Fifh  Bay 
clofe  to  Simon's  Bay  ;  and  the  former,  by  another  defile,  with 
the  great  road  leading  from  Cape  Town  to  Simon's  Bay.  There 
appears  to  be  no  inftance  on  record  of  any  fhip  going  into 
Chapman's  Bay,  it  being  completely  expofed  to  all  the  prevailing 
winds  that  blow  at  the  Cape,  and,  in  confequence,  feldom  free 
from  a  heavy  fwell  of  the  fea.    Were  it,  indeed,  ever  fo  fecure 
and  convenient  for  landing  troops,  all  the  advantages  it  holds 
out  would  be  obtained  by  a  landing  at  Simon's  Bay.    This  is 
not  the  cafe,  were  an  enemy  to  effect  a  landing  at  Hout  Bay  to 
the  northward  of  it ;  as,  from  this  place,  they  wovld  be  enabled 
to  make  their  approach  to  the  lines,  leaving  Muifenberg,  which, 
on  a  former  occafion,  I  have  called  the  Thermopylae  of  the  Cape 
peninfula,  in  their  rear. 

Hout  Bay  affords  fafe  and  convenient  anchorage  for  eight  or 
ten  fliips ;  and  has  a  rivulet  of  frefh  water  falling  into  it  from 
the  back  part  of  Table  Mountain  ;  but  the  getting  out  of  the 
bay  is  fuppofed  to  be  very  difficult  and  precarious,  on  account 
of  the  eddy  winds  from  the  furrounding  mountains  when  they 
are  moderate  in  the  Offing,  or  from  the  fouth-eafterly  winds 
fetting  into  the  entrance ;  as  well  as  from  the  conftant  wefterly 
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fwell  and  wind  prevailing  from  that  quarter  in  the  winter  fea- 
fon.  Captain  Blanket,  however,  in  the  year  1784,  when  he 
commanded  the  Nymph  floop  of  war,  ran,  out  of  curiofity, 
into  Hout  Bay,  at  which  the  Dutch  were  exceedingly  jealous 
and  angry,  none  of  them  having  ever  feen  a  fhip  there  be- 
fore.   It  is  now  defended  with  a  battery  and  a  block-houfe. 

As  to  Simon's  Bay,  which  lies  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  pe- 
ninfula,  in  the  great  bay  of  Falfe,  and  is  the  ufual  refort  of 
Ihipping  for  five  months  in  the  year,  it  mould  feem  the  Dutch 
had  no  idea  of  their  colony  being  attacked  from  that  quarter,  as 
the  ftrong  ground  at  Muifenberg  was  entirely  unoccupied  be- 
fore the  Britiih  expedition  appeared  in  the  bay ;  and  all  the 
works  and  batteries  there  were  conftru&ed  between  the  time 
of  its  arrival  and  the  day  the  troops  marched  to  attack  it. 

For  the  defence  of  the  various  works  upon  the  Cape  penin- 
fula,  all  of  which  I  have  juft  enumerated,  a  garrifon  of  five 
thoufand  men  has  been  confidered,  by  all  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  place,  as  the  very  leaft  force  that  would  be  required  j 
and,  confequently,  no  part  of  it  could,  with  propriety,  be  de- 
tached into  the  interior,  without  expofing  the  garrifon  to  dan- 
ger. The  colony,  indeed,  is  fo  extenfive,  having  an  unprotected 
coaft  of  580  miles  from  Cape  Point  to  the  KafFer  country  on  the 
eaft,  and  of  315  miles  from  Cape  Point  to  the  River  Koufiie 
on  the  north,  that  an  army  of  ten  thoufand  men  would  fcarcely 
be  fufficient  to  keep  out  an  enemy,  if  he  were  determined  to 
effect:  a  landing.  A  large  force,  however,  landed  at  any  great 
diftance  from  the  Cape,  could  not  pofhbly  be  fubfifted.  At 
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Moflfel  Bay  it  might,  perhaps,  receive  a  fmall  fupply  of  corn, 
but  no  cattle;  at  Plettenberg's  bay,  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other.    At  Algoa  Bay  an  enemy  might,  at  all  times,  create  a 
great  deal  of  mifchief,  by  putting  arms  into  the  hands  of  the 
Kaffers  and  Hottentots,  who  might  very  eafily  be  encouraged 
to  drive  the  whole  colony  within  the  limits  of  the  Cape  penin- 
fula ;  a  meafure,  by  which  the  garrifon  and  the  fettlers  would 
immediately  be  ftarved  for  want  of  provifions.    It  is  obvious 
that  fuch  a  ftep  would  be  attended  with  the  prefent  ruin  of  the 
fettlement,  and  would  not,  on  that  account,  be  reforted  to  but 
by  a  defperate  or  a  Machiavelian  enemy. 

This  bay  might,  however,  be  very  fairly,  and  fuccefsfully, 
made  ufe  of  to  land  about  a  hundred  light  dragoons,  from 
whence,  by  marching  into  Graaf  Reynet,  they  would  not  only 
find  the  means  of  mounting  and  of  fubfifting  themfelves,  but 
might  effectually  cut  off  the  large  fupplies  of  Iheep  and  cattle 
which  are  principally  furnifhed  by  this  diftricT:  for  the  ufe  of  the 
town  and  garrifon.  A  quantity  of  Spanifh  dollars  would  enfure 
the  party  a  cordial  reception  from  the  boors,  at  leaft  as  long  as 
their  money  lafted  ;  nor  do  I  believe,  fo  long  as  the  memory  of 
their  laft  campaigning  is  frefh  in  their  minds,  they  will  ever  be 
induced  again  to  affemble  in  arms,  on  any  occalion,  againft  Eu- 
ropeans. The  Dutch,  I  underftand,  have  ftationed  at  this  bay 
near  three  hundred  troops,  to  keep  the  peace  between  the  boors, 
the  Kaffers,  and  the  Hottentots,  but  the  greater  part  would,  un- 
doubtedly, be  withdrawn  on  receiving  intelligence  of  the  pre- 
fent war ;  the  weaknefs  of  the  garrifon  not  admitting  of  fb  large 
a  detachment  being  fent  off  the  peninfula,  efpecially  as  in  the 
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month  of  July  laft  they  had  received  no  reinforcements  from  th& 
French,  and  expected  none  from  Holland. 

But  the  moft  effectual  way,  perhaps,  of  diftrefling  the  gar- 
rifon,  would  be  to  land  detachments  at  various  points  not  very 
diftant  from  the  Cape  peninfula ;  as,  for  inftance,  at  Gordon's 
Bay,  which  may  be  done  at  all  feafons  of  the  year,  but  moft 
conveniently  from  September  to  May.  Here,  as  I  before  ob- 
ferved,  immediate  poffeffion  might  be  taken  of  Hottentot  Hoi. 
land's  Kloof,  which  is  but  a  few  miles  diftant,  and  from  which 
a  fmall  party,  with  field-pieces  or  howitzers,  would  not  eafily 
be  driven  out ;  at  the  fame  time  a  fecond  detachment,  landed  at 
Saldanha  Bay,  might  take  poffeffion  of  Roode  Sand  Kloof; 
thus  totally  cutting  off  the  poffibility  of  any  fupply  of  cattle 
from  the  interior  parts  of  the  country.  A  third  detachment, 
landed  near  Blauwberg,  at  a  fhort  diftance  from  the  anchorage 
off  Roben  Ifland,  might  form  a  chain  of  pofts  between  this  hill 
and  the  party  in  Roode  Sand  Kloof,  and  thus  cut  off  the  fup- 
plies  of  grain  from  Zwartland  Berg  River,  Picquetberg,  Reibecks 
Caftle,  and  the  four-and-twenty  rivers,  which  are  the  principal 
corn  diftricts.  The  time  fhould  be  the  months  of  January  and 
February,  when  the  corn  of  the  new  harveft  begins  to  be  fent 
up  to  town,  whither  two-thirds  of  the  quantity  reaped  are 
ufually  brought  in  the  courfe  of  the  two  fucceeding  months. 
In  January  1803,  the  magazines  of  grain  were  completely  ex- 
haufted,  which  will  alfo  be  the  cafe  in  January  1804,  there- 
turns  of  the  harveft  being  barely  fufficient  for  the  exigencies  of 
the  year. 
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The  invading  fleet,  if  fuperior  in  force  to  that  on  the  ftation, 
might  eafily  be  fupplied  with  frefh  provifions,  either  at  the  an- 
chorage off  Roben  Ifland,  where  they  could  lie  in  perfect  fecu- 
rity,  or  in  Saldanha  Bay.  At  fix  miles  diftance  to  the  north- 
ward of  this  bay,  there  is  good  water  at  a  place  called  Witte  Klip% 
the  White  Rock,  and  not  bad,  though,  perhaps,  a  little  brackifti, 
at  feveral  places  on  the  eaft  more  of  the  bay  ;  and  I  have  little 
doubt  that  plenty  of  good  water  might  be  procured  by  digging 
wells  at  the  foot  of  the  Blauwberg,  or  even  on  Roben  Ifland,  an 
operation  which  the  Dutch  have  neither  (kill  to  conduct,  nor  ia- 
duftry  to  accomplish. 

Some,  however,  are  of  opinion  that  the  place  would  bed  be 
taken  by  a  Coup  de  Mahi,  by  dafhing  at  once  into  Table  Bay  in 
a  fouth-eaft  wind,  and  cutting  out  all  the  mips  that  may  happea 
to  be  at  anchor.  In  doing  this,  they  would  have  to  fuftain  the 
fire  of  Craig's  tower  and  battery,  Fort  de  Knokke,  the  fea  lines 
and  the  caftle,  but  the  three  heavy  batteries,  on  the  weft  coaft  of 
the  bay,  would  pour  their  fire  into  their  own  mips.  There  are 
few  places,  however,  where  fo  great  a  fire  can  be  concentrated, 
as  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  anchoring  ground  of  Table 
Bay.  The  batteries  are  mounted  with  a  confiderable  number 
of  heavy  guns ;  but  it  is  true,  they  are  very  old  ;  a  great  part 
of  them  honeycombed,  and  the  carriages  of  many  completely 
demoliihed.  The  Amfterdam  battery  has  alfo  many  defects, 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  forne  naval  officers,  would  foon  be  filenced 
by  a  fingle  (hip  of  the  line,  brought  to  lie  clofe  alongfide 
of  it. 
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Others  are  of  opinion,  that  a  moderate  force  of  infantry  and 
artillery,  landed  at  Three  Anchor  Bay,  might  eafily  fucceed  in 
getting  pofleflion  of  Amfterdam  battery  in  the  rear,  as  well  as 
the  Chavonne  and  Rogge  Bay  batteries,  after  which  the  caftle 
would  no  longer  be  tenable,  and  the  town  would  be  at  the 
mercy  of  the  attacking  party.  Perhaps  the  ftrongeft  imprefiion 
might  be  made  by  combining  the  two  opinions  ;  though  a  large 
force  might  probably  prefer  landing  on  the  eaftern  beach  of 
Table  Bay,  where  there  is  nothing  to  interrupt  them,  crofs  the 
Salt  River,  and  carry  the  lines  by  a  Coup  de  Mairi,  after  which, 
as  I  have  before  obferved,  the  caftle  muft  immediately  fall,  and 
the  garrifon  furrender  at  difcretion. 

The  Dutch  garrifon,  at  the  evacuation  of  the  colony  by  the 
Engluli,  in  March  laft,  were  certainly  not  capable  of  oppofirg 
any  very  confiderable  refiftance,  or  to  defend  the  place  againft 
a  fpirlted  attack,  conducted  by  an  officer  of  fkill  and  local  ex- 
perience.   Three  or  four  (hips  of  the  line,  with  four  thoufand 
men,  would  be  fully  fufficient  to  carry  their  point ;  provided 
the  Dutch  Ihould  receive  no  reinforcements  from  the  French, 
which,  hitherto,  there  are  no  grounds  for  fuppofing  to  be  the 
cafe.    The  whole  garrifon,  when  complete,  was  intended  to 
confift  of  three  thoufand  men  j  of  thefe  were  already  arrived, 
at  that  time,  barely  two  thoufand,  confiding  in  a  regiment  of 
the  Prince  of  Waldec,  about  fix  hundred  ftrong ;  three  hundred 
cavalry ;  three  hundred  artillery ;  two  or  three  companies  of 
grenadiers,  and  the  reft jagers  or  a  light  rifle  corps,  totally  un- 
difciplined,  and  compofed  of  almoft  every  nation  on  the  face  of 
the  earth,  being,  for  the  moft  part,  deferters  from  the  German 
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regiments.  And,  with  regard  to  the  artillery,  they  were  fo 
miferably  defective  that,  out  of  the  whole  corps,  they  could 
not  felect  a  fufficient  number  of  trained  men  to  fire  the  falutes 
intended  to  be  made  on  hoifting  the  Dutch  flag  on  the  firft  of 
January ;  but  made  application  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Britifh  artillery,  for  a  party  to  affift  them  :  yet,  when  the  orders 
for  the  furrender  of  the  colony  were  countermanded,  and  it  be- 
came a  probable  event  that  hoftilities  would  enfue,  it  was  induf- 
tri.oufly  circulated  by  the  Dutch  officers,  or  rather  by  the  French 
officers  nominally  in  the  Dutch  fervice,  that  their  corps  of  ar- 
tillery was  in  the  higheft  ftate  of  difcipline  and  order,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  men  having  diftinguifhed  themfelves  at  the  battle 
of  Marengo  !  They  were  commanded,  however,  as  well  as  the 
cavalry,  by  active  and  intelligent  officers. 

The  fervices  of  the  Burgher  Cavalry  are  not  likely  ever  to  be 
again  demanded.  Were  they,  indeed,  ever  fo  well  difpofed  to 
fight,  the  number  that  it  would  be  found  practicable  to  raife 
is  far  from  being  great.  Thofe  who  dwell  in  the  interior  parts 
of  the  fettlement  would  find  it  extremely  inconvenient  to  quit 
their  homes,  on  account  of  their  flaves  and  Hottentots,  who 
might  be  induced  to  take  advantage  of  their  abfence ;  and  the 
Cape  diftrict,  containing  only  about  fix  thoufand  fouls,  could 
not  be  fuppofed  to  furnifh  more  than  a  thoufand  men  fit  to 
bear  arms,  and,  probably,  not  one  hundred  that  would  dare  to 
ufe  them. 

The  Hottentot  corps,  confuting  of  about  five  hundred  men, 
fo  far  from  feeling  any  difpofition  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  the 
vol.  II.  f  f  Dutch, 
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Dutch,  actually  declined  it,  and  exprefied  the  flrongeft  vvifh.es 
to  return  to  their  connections  in  the  diftant  parts  of  the  colony. 
What  the  fate  of  thefe  poor  creatures  may  be  is  difficult  to  con- 
jecture. Convinced,  as  the  Dutch  Government  would  fpeedily 
be,  that  they  would  never  be  prevailed  on  to  draw  a  trigger 
againft  the  Englifli,  it  will  become  a  very  ferious  difficulty  in 
what  manner  to  difpofe  of  them.  If  they  mould  defert  in  a 
body,  which  was  generally  thought  would  be  the  event,  they 
would  drive  in  the  whole  country.  But  if,  before  this  happens, 
the  colonifts  mould  be  granted  the  prayer  of  either  of  their  pe- 
titions, the  government  will  be  relieved  from  any  apprehenfions 
with  regard  to  the  Hottentot  corps :  one  of  thefe  humane  pro- 
pofals  was  to  furround  and  maffacre  the  whole  corps  ;  the  other, 
to  put  a  chain  to  the  leg  of  every  man,  and  diftribute  them 
among  the  farmers  as  flaves  for  life. 

The  only  chance  they  have  of  efcaping,  refts  upon  the  good  in- 
tentions of  the  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  towards  them, 
from  whofe  humane  difpofition,  and  honourable  character, 
they  will  receive  every  protection  and  fupport,  as  far,  at  leaft, 
as  depends  upon  him  ;  but,  in  a  revolutionary  government,  the 
beft  difpofed  muft,  in  fome  degree,  fwim  with  the  torrent  of  po- 
pular opinion. 

One  fingle  Ihip  of  war,  the  Bato  of  68  guns,  remained  in 
Table  Bay,  preparing  to  follow  two  others  of  the  fame  clafs, 
the  Pluto  and  the  Kortenaar,  to  Batavia.  None  of  thefe  three 
lhips  had  any  of  their  lower-deck  guns  on  board,  and  were  only 
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half  manned  ;  being  intended,  though  under  the1  Command  of 
an  Admiral,  to  take  on  board,  and  carry  to  Europe,  cargoes  of 
coffee.  Three  frigates  had  failed  a  few  months  before  for  the 
fame  purpofe,  under  the  command  of  Commodore  MetifTe, 
and  two  others  formed  part  of  Rear-Admiral  Dekker's  fqua- 
dron ;  fo  that  the  Dutch  had,  at  that  time,  in  the  Eaftern  Seas, 
three  fhips  of  the  line  and  five  fine  frigates,  which,  how- 
ever, were  in  no  condition  to  add  much  luftre  to  the  Batavian 
flag. 

The  ammunition  and  ftores  that  were  found  at  the  capture, 
together  with  thofe  that  were  given  over  by  the  Britifh  Go- 
vernment, at  the  furrender,  to  the  amount  of  about  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  value,  will  ferve  for  many  years,  not  only  as 
a  fupply  of  the  garrifon,  but  alfo  of  the  Ifles  of  France  and 
Bourbon.  The  great  barrack,  fituated  between  the  town  and 
the  caftle,  was  put  into  thorough  repair,  and  fitted  up  with  bed- 
ding and  other  neceffaries  for  the  reception  of  two  thoufand 
men  ;  and  the  citadel,  capable  of  containing  one  thoufand  men, 
with  lodgings  for  the  officers,  was  intended  to  be  put  into  the 
fame  condition. 

Recent  accounts  mention  the  deplorable  ftate  of  the  colony 
under  its  new  government.  The  revenues  are  fo  reduced  as 
to  be  totally  inadequate  to  meet  the  expences  of  the  garrifon, 
and  they  have  no  hope  of  any  fupply  from  Holland.  New  taxes 
were  impofed  on  the  inhabitants,  which  they  refufed  to  pay. 
The  troops  were  in  a  complete  ftate  of  infubordination  j  feveral 
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were  under  trial  for  mutiny,  and  numbers  were  daily  defert- 
ing  with  their  arms.  Univerfal  difcontent  and  general  diftrefs 
prevailed.  In  fuch  a  date  of  things,  it  is  not  unreafonable  to 
conclude  that  the  Cape  would  fall  an  eafy  conqueft  to  a  Bri- 
tilh  force. 


SOUTHERN  AFRICA. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Importance  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  confidered  as  a  Naval 

Station. 

Comparative /ma/I  Space  occupied  by  the  Britijh  IJlands— their  Weight  among  Nations 
accounted  for.  — Commerce  the  Source  of  Briti/h  Wealth.—  Precarioufnefs  of  the  mere 
Carrying-trade. — Colonies  improve  Navigation. — Character  of  French  Seamen— »f 
Dutch  Seamen.— Treatment  on  board  their  own  Ships. — Mortality. — The  Cape  ne~ 
cejjary  to  the  Dutch  Trade  to  India — an  intermediate  Port jdefirable  to  other  Nations 
— leaf  fo  to  England — Reafons  of  it. — Incidents  to  which  maritime  Tranfaclions  are 
liable  make  friendly  Ports  always  deftrable. — Convenience  of  the  Cape. — Portugueze 
the firfl  Viftors — then  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  — taken  Pojfejfion  of  by  the  latter — ex- 
tend their  Territory  beyond  the  original  Intention — Impediments  thrown  by  the  Com- 
pany —  Willi ngnefs  to  part  with  it. — Advantages  as  a  Naval  Station,  not  confined  t» 
the  Supply  of  Refrefliments—Refort  for  Ships  in  Diflrefs—the  Countefs  of  Suther- 
land Indiaman.— Cape  proper  for  affembling  Convoys — Provifions  to  be  procured.— ' 
Importance  as  commanding  the  Entrance  of  the  Indian  Seas. — lfles  of  France  and 
Bourbon  dependent  on  the  Cape. — France  unable  to  diflurb  India  without  a  Fleet. — 
T rade  of  India  fubjecl  to  the  Mafers  of  the  Cape — Healthinefs  of  the  Climate  for 
Seamen. — Moderate  Expence  of  fubftfling  a  Fleet — Sailors'  Ration  of  fre/h  Provifions 
— Brandy  cheaper  than  Wefl  India  Rum — Csnfumption  of  colonial  Produce  by  the 
Fleet — about  one-fourth  of  the  ufual  Expence — Wear  and  Tear  of  the  Ships  confdcrable. 

 Importance  of  the  geographical  Pofttion  of  the  Cape — commanding  a  fpeedy  Inter- 

tourfe  with  mofl  Parts  of  the  World.— D  if  advantages  to  Britain  in  the  Hands  of  an 
Enemy. — Three  Points  of  Annoyance  to  our  Trade  — comparative  Danger  of  the 
outward  and  homeward  bound  Pajfages—that  of  pafftng  the  Straits  of  Sunda — of 
Manilla — of  L'Aguillas  Bank  — of  Saint  Helena. — lnefpcacy  of  Convoys.— Difference 
tf  Circumflances  between  this  and  the  American  War. — Prefent  Aim  »f  France — 
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The  comparative  EJlimate  of  the  Cape  and  Ceylon. — French  jealous  of  our  Commerce. 
— Necejfity  of  re-pojfeffmg  the  Cape  or  dejlroying  the  Enemy's  Shipping  there. —Bays  of 
the  Cape  —  Table  Bay—Robben  I/land — Lofs  of  the  Sceptre— Simon's  Bay — Saldanba 
Bay~Objeclions  to  it — obviated. — Saint  Helena  Bay.  —  Conclufion. 

'yyHEN  one  reflects,  for  a  moment,  on  the  diminutive  fpace 
that  the  Britifh  iflands  occupy  on  the  furface  of  the  globe, 
in  comparifon  with  the  large  portions  that  fome  nations  enjoy, 
and  confiders  their  detached  and  remote  fituation  by  which  their 
inhabitants  were,  in  the  opinion  of  the  ancients, 

"  Toto  al  orbe  divifos" 

"  Cut  off  from  the  reft  of  mankind  ;" 

when,  at  the  fame  time,  one  bears  in  mind  the  vaft  weight 
and  preponderance  thefe  little  iflands  have  long  maintained 
in  the  hiftory  and  tranfadtions  of  moft  of  the  numerous  fo- 
cieties  that  conftitute  this  world  of  human  beings,  it  is  im- 
poifible  to  withhold  our  admiration  and  aftonilhment  at  a  phe- 
nomenon which,  at  firft  fight,  wears  the  appearance  of  being 
fo  much  out  of  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things.  In  vain  fhould 
we  fearch  for  a  parallel  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  becaufe 
the  hiftory  of  the  world  affords  no  example  of  a  country 
where  property  has  fo  much  weight,  affords  fo  much  enjoyment, 
and  is  fo  well  fecured  by  juft  and  equal  laws,  as  in  Great 
Britain. 

Exertions  to  amafs  wealth  will,  generally,  be  proportional 
to  the  liability  given  to  property.    Hence,  the  enterprizing  fpirit 
of  Britons  has  collected  the  riches  of  the  world  within  their  for- 
tunate iflands.    Hence,  the  great  and  ftupendous  works  of  con- 
venience, 
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venience,  utility,  and  magnificence,  that  embrace  the  mores  of 
the  Thames,  the  Merfey,  the  Severn,  and  moft  of  the  navigable 
rivers  of  the  empire  which,  whilft  they  facilitate  the  purpofes 
of  commerce,  add  fplendor  and  ornament  to  the  country,  and 
ferve  as  notable  monuments  of  a  powerful  and  opulent  nation. 
But,  although  the  feat  of  empire,  the  central  point  of  power 
and  wealth,  is  fixed  in  the  Britifh  iflands,  yet,  if  we  caft  our 
eyes  on  the  map  of  the  world,  and  fkim  along  the  wettern  mores 
of  the  Atlantic,  thence  defcend  to  the  Southern  Pacific,  and  re- 
turn eafterly  to  the  Indian  Seas,  we  fhall  there  find  that  the 
pofTeflions  of  Britain  comprife  "  a  vaft  empire  on  which  the 
"  fun  never  fets,  and  whofe  bounds  nature  has  not  yet  afcer- 
"  tained." 

Whatever  philofophers  may  advance  on  the  fubjecT:  of  the 
wealth  of  nations  depending  on  the  encouragement  given  to 
agriculture,  none  will  deny  that  the  wealth  and  the  influence  of 
r  the  Britifh  empire  derive  their  fource  and  their  main-fpring  from 
commerce.  It  is  to  commerce  we  owe  our  colonies,  and  to  our 
colonies  the  perfection  of  navigation.  For,  after  all  the  objec- 
tions that  have  been  urged  againft  the  colonizing  fyftem,  it  is 
pretty  evident  that,  without  foreign  pofTelTions,  we  mould  have 
few  feamen.  The  mere  carrying-trade  is  precarious,  and  liable 
to  be  afFe&ed  by  every  little  incident  that  may  involve  the  na- 
tion carrying  it  on,  in  its  relations  with  contending  powers.  So 
long  as  the  Portugueze  maintained  their  territories  and  their  do- 
minion in  the  Eaft,  the  Portugueze  navigators  flood  the  firft  in 
reputation  ;  but  no  fboner  had  the  Dutch  deprived  them  of  the 
beft  part  of  their  poffeffions,  than  the  whole  of  the  carrying- 
trade 
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trade  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Dutch ;  and  the  Dutch  flag  main- 
tained the  fuperiority  in  the  Eaft,  and  was  refpectable  in  the 
Weft. 

When  the  Dutch  loft  their  colonies,  the  Americans  matched 
the  remains  of  their  carrying-trade,  which,  to  a  certain  degree, 
they  will  preferve  and,  perhaps,  improve,  as  long  as  they  can 
remain  in  a  ftate  of  neutrality  ;  but,  having  no  foreign  poflef- 
fions,  the  inftant  they  go  to  war  with  a  nation  that  has,  their 
carrying-trade  muft  fall  to  the  ground.  Such  will  be  the  cafe 
alfo  with  the  Danes  and  the  Swedes  ;  and  fuch  has  France  found, 
by  experience,  to  be  her  fate  from  the  moment  me  loft  her  bell 
colonies. 

The  number  of  hands  required  to  work  the  (hips  that  are  em- 
ployed in  tranfporting  to  England  the  produce  of  our  colonies, 
furnifti  for  the  navy,  in  time  of  war,  an  immediate  fupply  of 
fkilful  and  able-bodied  feamen ;  giving  it,  at  once,  a  decided 
fuperiority  over  that  of  all  other  nations.  The  French,  the 
Dutch,  and  the  Spaniards,  can  conftruct  their  mips  fully  as 
well  as,  and  fome  of  them,  perhaps,  better  than,  the  Englifh  ; 
but  none  of  them  can  make  fuch  good  feamen.  The  rough  and 
refolute  character  that  is  necefTary  to  form  good  failors,  would 
appear  to  be  incompatible  with  the  frivolous  and  flexile  tempers 
of  Frenchmen.  Their  natural  verfatility  difqualifies  them  for 
fituations  that  require  fteady  perfeverance ;  and  the  trifling 
gaiety  of  their  difpofition  is  ill  fuited  to  the  order  and  difcipline 
that  are  indifpenfable  on  board  of  a  fhip.  In  a  gale  of  wind,  it 
is  faid  to  be  a  matter  of  the  greateft  difficulty  to  prevail  on  a  fuf- 
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ficient  number  of  Frenchmen,  in  a  whole  fhip's  company,  to 
go  aloft  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  in  the  fails  ;  and  if  the  gale 
comes  on  fuddenly,  the  odds  are  great  that  the  mafts  are  carried 
away,  or  the  fails  blown  from  the  yards. 

Both  men  and  officers  are  averfe  to  long  voyages ;  and  are 
feldom  inclined  to  pafs  a  friendly  port.  To  poflefs  the  advan- 
tage of  having  fuch  ports,  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  is  of 
the  firft  importance  to  their  navigation  and  commerce.  They 
pay  little  attention  to  cleanlinefs,  either  in  their  perfons  or  (hips, 
and  they  are  generally  very  much  crowded  ;  hence,  a  long  voy- 
age, without  refreshments,  is  feldom  unattended  with  difeafe  and 
mortality. 

The  Dutch  feamen  are  fteady,  perfevering,  and  intrepid  ;  and, 
of  all  nations,  have  maintained  the  hardeft  ftrnggles  with  the 
Englilh  ;  but  they  are  habitually  flow  and  inactive.  That  they 
are  not  phyfically  fo,  the  crew  of  the  Rattlefnake,  a  great  part 
of  which  were  Dutchmen,  afforded  a  fufficient  proof,  when  they 
engaged,  in  a  gallant  and  active  manner,  the  La  Preneufe  fri- 
gate in  Algoa  Bay.  By  example  and  a  little  practice,  they 
overcome  the  dull  and  flugginh  motion  to  which  they  have 
been  accuftomed,  and  foon  become  capable  of  prompt  and  vi- 
gorous action. 

The  Dutch  failors,  it  feems,  are  always  glad  of  an  opportunity 
to  ferve  in  Englifh  (hips,  where  they  have  the  reputation  of 
being  a  quiet,  orderly,  and  obedient  people.  The  manner  in 
which  they  are  fed,  in  their  own  fhips,  is  little  calculated  to  give 
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them  encouragement.  The  captains  of  the  men  of  war  are,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  purfers ;  and  they  feed  their  men  by  con- 
tract, which,  flipulating  for  quantity  only,  leaves  the  quality  to 
the  difcretion  and  the  confcience  of  the  captain.  The  Dutch 
(hips  of  war  that  were  fent  out,  with  the  governor  and 
troops  on  board,  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  Cape,  had  a  remark- 
able long  paffage,  which  occafioned  the  Dutch  failors  on  board 
our  fhips,  to  obferve,  that  the  captain's  mufty  peas,  rancid  pork, 
and  black  bread  were  not  confumed,  before  which  it  would 
not  be  his  intereft  to  come  into  port  where  better  articles  were 
to  be  had.  The  fame  failors  got  hold  of  fome  of  their  bread, 
which  they  carried  through  the  ftreets  of  Cape  Town,  tied  to 
the  end  of  a  ftick,  by  way  of  a  joke,  it  being  fo  very  black  as 
to  have  more  the  appearance  of  animal  excrement,  baked  in  the 
fun,  than  of  bread. 

On  the  prefent  plan  of  navigating  their  fhips,  the  Dutch 
would  find  it  impracticable  to  proceed  from  Europe  to  India 
without  breaking  the  voyage.  The  unfavourable  form  of  their 
vefTels  for  moving  quickly  through  the  water,  the  little  fail  they 
carry,  efpecially  by  night,  the  economical  plan  in  which  they 
are  fitted  out,  forbidding  the  ufe  of  copper  fheathing,  and  the  bad 
provifions  laid  in  for  the  people,  are  all  againft  a  long  continued 
voyage.  The  mortality  that  fometimes  prevails  on  board  their 
Indiamen,  even  on  Ihort  paflages,  is  almoft  incredible.  Mr. 
Thunberg  informs  us,  and  his  veracity  may  be  depended  on, 
that  the  mortality  on  board  the  mip  which  carried  him  to  the 
Cape,  after  a  voyage  of  three  months  and  a  half  from  the  Texel, 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fifteen ;  that  three  other  mips  in 

the 


SOUTHERN  AFRICA. 


227 


the  fame  fleet  fuffered  ftill  more,  the  Hoenkoop  having  buried 
one  hundred  and  fifty-eight ;  the  William  Vth  two  hundred  and 
thirty ;  and  the  Jonge  Samuel  of  Zetland  one  hundred  and  three 
men ! 

It  may  be  confidered,  indeed,  as  next  to  a  phyfical  impoflibility, 
for  a  Dutch  fhip  to  run  from  the  Texel  to  Batavia  without 
flopping.  The  pofTeffion  we  held  of  their  old  half-way  houfe, 
the  Cape,  was  fo  fevere  a  blow  to  their  navigation  in  the  Eaftern 
.Seas,  that,  after  the  capture  of  Lucas's  fleet  in  Saldanha  Bay, 
there  was  not,  in  the  courfe  of  five  years,  a  fingle  Dutch  fhip 
of  any  defcription  to  the  fouthward  of  the  line.  The  conveni- 
ence of  refrefhing  at  the  Cape  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to,  and  in- 
feparably  connected  with,  the  Dutch  trade  to  India.  The  Spa- 
niards and  Portugueze  are  equally  averfe  to  long  paiTages,  with- 
out refrefhing,  as  the  French  and  Dutch.  The  Danes,  the 
•Swedes,  and  Americans  lefs  fo,  becaufe  their  provifions,  in 
general,  are  more  wholefome,  and  their  mips  more  cleanly  :  yet, 
to  all  thefe,  an  intermediate  port  is  always  confidered  as  an  ob- 
ject worthy  of  attention. 

To  the  Englifh  the  invervention  of  a  port,  in  the  longeft 
voyages,  is  the  lead  important ;  and  many  commanders,  of  late 
years,  have  been  fo  little  folicitous  on  this  point,  as  to  prefer 
making  the  run  at  once,  rather  than  fufTer  the  delay  and  impe- 
diment occafioned  by  calling  for  refreshments  on  the  pafTage. 
The  commanders,  indeed,  of  the  Britifh  fhips,  in  general,  are 
fo  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  fixed  and  periodical 
winds  (the  Trades  and  Monfoons),  and  with  making  the  moft 
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of  thofe  that  are  variable,  that  diftant  voyages  are  now  reduced 
almofl  to  a  certain  duration.  The  old  fyftem,  ftill,  perhaps,  too 
rigidly  adhered  to  in  the  navy,  of  endeavouring  to  place  the 
Ihip's  head  in  the  direction  of  her  intended  port,  is  entirely  ex- 
ploded by  the  commanders  of  (hips  in  the  employ  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company.  It  may  anfwer  the  purpofe  in  the  Britifli 
Channel,  and  near  land,  but  is  ill  fuited  for  a  long  voyage, 
through  climates  where  the  wind  undergoes  but  little  change. 
The  fquadron  of  men  of  war,  which  brought  away  the  garrifon, 
on  the  evacuation  of  the  Cape,  were  twelve  weeks  on  their  paf- 
fage,  whilft  the  Sir  Edward  Hughes  Indiaman,  which  left  the 
Cape  a  week  later,  was  three  weeks  in  England  fooner,  than 
the  faid  fquadron.  A  paffage  from  China,  which  formerly  was 
reckoned  from  ten  to  twelve  months,  is  now  reduced  to  four 
months,  and  has  been  made  in  a  hundred  days. 

This  rapidity  in  Ikimming  over  the  ocean,  reduced,  as  nearly 
as  the  nature  of  fuch  a  loco-motion  will  allow,  to  a  certainty, 
added  to  the  fuperior  quality,  as  well  as  abundance,  of  provi- 
fions  tbat  are  laid  in  for  the  voyage,  has  rendered  it  a  matter 
of  perfect  indifference  to  Englifh  feamen,  in  point  of  health, 
whether  the  run  be  made  at  once,  or  the  voyage  be  broken  for 
the  fake  of  obtaining  refremments  at  fome  intermediate  port. 
This  being  the  cafe,  the  former  method  is  ufually  preferred,  and 
much  delay,  as  well  as  expence,  is  thereby  avoided. 

Since,  however,  all  maritime  expeditions  and  tranfactions  are, 
in  a  very  peculiar  degree,  liable  to  accident  and  misfortune,  it 
muft  always  be  confidered  as  a  defirable  object  to  have  fome 
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neighbouring  port  to  refort  to  in  cafe  of  urgent  neceffity.  In 
the  fhort  voyage  to  the  ports  of  the  Levant  and  others  in  the 
Mediterranean,  Malta,  and  a  number  of  other  iflands,  prefent 
themfelves  as  places  of  refuge  for  fhips  in  diftrefs.  The  bay  of 
Madeira  lies  open  to  the  outward  bound  fhips  in  the  Weft  India 
trade,  and  the  Weftern  Iflands,  if  necefTary,  may  be  approached 
on  the  return-voyage.  And,  although  the  Portugueze  fettle- 
ment  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  South  America  is  not  greatly  out  of 
the  way  of  fhips,  in  their  outward-bound  paflage  to  the  Eaft 
Indies  and  China,  nor  the  ifland  of  Saint  Helena  on  their  return, 
yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  is  infinitely 
preferable  to  both  of  thefe  places,  fince  it  not  only  divides  the 
pafTage  more  equally,  but  fupplies,  in  general,  better  refrefh- 
ments,  and  in  greater  plenty,  and  is  alike  convenient  for  (hip- 
ping to  touch  at,  whether  in  their  outward  or  homeward-bound 
voyage. 

In  the  early  periods  of  foreign  navigation,  the  mips  of  every 
nation,  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  found  it  convenient  to  call  at 
the  Cape  for  water  and  frefh  provifions,  long  before  it  was  taken 
pofleflion  of,  in  form,  by  any  European  power.  The  native 
Hottentots,  at  that  time,  were  numerous  in  the  Cape  peninfula, 
and  rich  in  cattle,  which  they  fupplied  to  palling  fhips  on  eafy 
terms. 

In  the  reign  of  John  lid  of  Portugal,  Bartholomew  Diaz  made 
the  firft  fuccefsful  attempt  to  reach  the  fouthern  promontory  of 
Africa,  which  he  effected  in  the  year  1487  ;  but  whether  he 
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quarrelled  with  the  natives,  and  was  driven  away  by  them,  as 
fome  hiftorians  have  pretended,  feems  to  be  doubtful.  Vafco- 
de-Gama,  ten  years  afterwards,  touched  at  the  Cape,  but  made 
no  attempt  to  form  a  fettlement  there.  Next  to  Vafco-de-Gama, 
was  the  Portugueze  Admiral  Rio  d 'Infante,  who  ftrongly  re- 
commended to  his  Government  the  eftabliiliment  of  a  colony  on 
the  fouthern  coaft  of  Africa ;  and  fixed  upon  the  mouth  of  a 
river  for  that  purpofe,  to  which  was  given  his  own  name,  and 
which  is  now  called  the  Great  F\{b.  River.  Some  other  attempts, 
by  different  Portugueze  navigators,  were  made  to  colonize  the 
Cape,  but  they  all  failed. 

After  this  the  Engliili  and  the  Dutch  were  frequent  vifitora 
to  the  bays  of  the  Cape. 

The  Englifh,  in  their  outward  bound  voyage,  had  a  cuftom  of 
burying  their  difpatches  for  the  diredors,  and  to  point  out  where 
they  were  to  be  found  by  cutting  a  fentence,  to  that  efTed,  on 
fome  large  blue  {tone  laid  on  a  particular  fpot.  The  intelligence, 
engraven  on  the  ftone,  was  ufually  limited  to  the  name  of  the 
{hip  and  captain,  the  date  of  her  arrival  and  departure,  and  it 
ended  with  "  Look  for  letters  (in  fuch  or  fuch  direction)  from 
"  this  done."  Two  or  three  (tones  of  this  kind  are  built  into 
the  caftle  wall,  and  are  ftill  legible.  The  Dutch  ufed  to  bury, 
on  a  certain  fpot  on  Robben  Ifland,  a  regifter  of  the  ftate  of 
their  veffels  and  Cargoes,  outward  bound,  which  the  next  fhip, 
in  coming  home,  took  up  and  carried  to  Holland  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Directors. 

In 
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Tn  this  manner  the  Engtifh,  the  Dutch,  and  the  Portugueze, 
continued,  for  more  than  a  century,  to  refrefh  at  the  Cape,  with- 
out any  defign,  on  the  part  of  the  two  former,  of  appropriating 
the  foil  j  until  the  year  1620,  when,  as  I  have  before  obferved, 
Andrew  Shillinge  and  Humphrey  Fitzhtrbert,  two  commanders 
of  two  fleets  of  Englifh  fhips  bound  for  Surat  and  Bantam,  took 
a  formal  poffeffion  of  the  foil  for,  and  in  the  name  of,  King 
James  of  Great  Britain,  becaufe  they  difcovered  that  the  Dutch 
intended  to  eftablifh  a  colony  there  the  following  year ;  and 
"  becaufe  they  thought  it  better  that  the  Dutch,  or  any  other 
"  nation  whatfoever,  mould  be  his  Majefty's  fubjeds  in  this 
"  place,  than  that  his  fubjeds  mould  be  fubjed  to  them  or  any 
"  other."  It  was  not,  however,  until  a  period  of  more  than 
thirty  years  had  expired  after  this  event,  that  the  reprefentations 
of  Van  Riebek,  ftating  the  richnefs  of  the  foil,  the  mildnefs  of 
the  climate,  the  advantage  it  would  give  to  the  Dutch,  as  a  co- 
lony, over  other  nations,  whofe  mips  would  all  be  obliged  to 
touch  there,  and,  above  all,  the  barrier  it  would  afford  to  their 
Indian  dominions,  prevailed  on  the  diredors  of  the  Dutch  Eaft 
India  Company  to  form  a  regular  eftablifhment  at  the  Cape. 

Their  original  intention  was  to  limit  their  pofTefTions  to  the 
Cape  peninfula,  and  the  two  bays  that  are  divided  by  the  ifth- 
mus  ;  confidering  it  only,  as  it  had  hitherto  been,  as  a  place  for 
refrefhing  and  refitting  their  fhips.  But  the  number  of  fettlers 
that  crept  in,  from  time  to  time,  made  it  neceflary  to  crofs  the 
ifthmus,  and,  by  prefents  and  promifes,  to  obtain  from  the  na- 
tives the  ceffion  of  a  trad  of  land  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of 
Hottentot's  Holland.    The  natives,  it  would  feem,  had  no  idea 
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of  refigning,  for  ever,  to  a  foreign  nation,  the  ground  that  was 
necefTary  for  feeding  their  own  cattle ;  but  conceived  it  could 
only  be  intended  for  temporary  ufe,  and  that,  in  time,  they  would 
depart  from  the  country  as  other  Europeans  had  hitherto  done  for 
the  lad  century  and  an  half;  but,  when  they  obferved  them  build- 
ing houfes  and  fortifications,  fovving  and  planting  the  ground, 
and  rearing  their  own  cattle,  they  began  to  be  jealous  of  the  en- 
croachments of  their  new  neighbours,  and  commenced  hoftilitier. 
with  a  view  to  expel  them.  Thcfe  hoftilities  terminated,  as  is 
ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  in  the  further  extenfion  of  the  Dutch  fet- 
tlement,  and  in  an  increafe  of  troops  and  colonifts  from  Eu- 
rope. 

Still,  however,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  endeavoured 
to  limit  the  Cape  to  the  original  defign  of  a  port  for  refreming 
their  fhips.  They  threw  every  obftacle  in  the  way  of  its  be- 
coming a  flourifhing  fettlement ;  allowed  no  trade  whatfoever 
but  what  palTed  through  the  hands  of  their  own  fervants,  and 
made  it  dependent  on  the  Governor-General  of  Batavia  j  con- 
cluding, that  the  fettlers  would  thus  be  made  equally  fubmifiive 
to  their  orders  from  Europe,  and  from  the  feat  of  their  influence 
and  wealth  in  the  Eaft. 

A  colony,  in  fuch  a  ftate,  with  their  declining  commerce,  be- 
came a  burden  and  an  expence  too  heavy  for  them  to  bear  j  and 
little  doubt  was  entertained  of  their  willingnefs  to  difpofe  of  it 
for  a  moderate  fum  of  money,  juft  before  the  French  revolution 
and  its  deftruclive  confequences  unfettled  the  affairs  of  all  Eu- 
rope.   As  it  never  produced  any  furplus  revenue,  but,  on  the 
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contrary,  was  attended  with  confiderable  expence  ;  and,  as  they 
never  applied  it  to  any  other  ufe  themfelves,  but  that  of  refrefh- 
ing  their  (hips,  which  they  could  always  continue  to  do,  in  time 
of  peace,  when  in  the  hands  of  another  power,  it  could  not  be 
fuppofed  they  would  be  averfe  to  part  with  it ;  and,  accordingly, 
overtures  to  this  effed  were  intended  to  be  made  by  Eng- 
land about  the  time  when  the  above  unfortunate  event  took 
place. 

Having  fhewn  the  neceffity  that  the  fhips  of  moft  of  the  ma- 
ritime powers  of  Europe  find  of  refrefhing  at  the  Cape,  it  is 
obvioufly  the  intereft  of  all  thefe  powers  that  it  fhould  remain 
in  the  hands  of  that  nation  which  v/ould  have  the  leaft  motive 
for  impofing  reftri&ions  on  foreign  vifitors ;  and  it  is  fcarcely  ne- 
ceflary  to  obferve,  that,  from  the  general  policy  of  England,  and 
the  favourable  circumftances  in  which  her  commerce  and  navi- 
gation are  now  placed,  the  Cape  in  her  poifeffion  would  always 
be  open  to  foreign  fhipping,  and  refrefhments  fupplied  to  them 
on  equal  terms  as  to  her  own. 

I  have  ftated  its  vaft  importance  to  England  in  a  military  point 
of  view  :  it  now  remains  to  confider  it  as  a  naval  ftation.  Firft, 
as  a  port  for  refrefhing  and  refitting  the  mips  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company :  fecondly,  as  a  ftation  for  fhips  of  war,  commanding 
the  entrance  into  the  Indian  Seas:  thirdly,  as  affording,  by  its 
geographical  pofition,  a  ready  communication  with  every  part 
of  the  globe.  After  which,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  point  out  the 
difadvantages  that  may  refult  to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  in  the 
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prefent  war,  from  the  French  or  Dutch  retaining  poffeflion  of 
the  Cape. 

If,  in  the  firft  place,  the  advantages  refulting  from  the  pof- 
feflion of  this  fettlement  were  confined  to  the  furnifhing  of  re- 
frefhments  for  the  fhipping  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  either 
on  their  outward  or  their  homeward-bound  voyage,  I  am  willing; 
to  fuppofe  the  importance  of  them,  however  great,  might  be 
confidered  as  inadequate  to  counterbalance  the  expence  of  keep- 
ing up  the  necefTary  eftablifhment,  although  I  have  fhewn  that, 
under  a  prudent  administration  of  the  revenues,  this  expence 
would  be  reduced  to  a  mere  trifle.  The  directors,  indeed,  thought 
they  had  fufficiently  proved,  by  the  meafures  rhey  adopted  with 
regard  to  the  Cape,  that  it  was  by  no  means  neceflary  for  their 
trade  as  a  place  of  refreshment.  The  directors,  however,,  hap- 
pened to  be  miltaken ;  for  they  foon  difcovered  that,  although 
Englifh  feamen  could  bear  the  run  between  England  and  India, 
the  native  blacks,  which  they  are  under  the  neceflity  of  employ- 
ing, in  time  of  war,  could  not  do  it ;  and  it  is  to  be  apprehended 
they  will  but  too  foon  difcover  that  unfeafoned  troops,  fent  di- 
rectly from  England,  are  no  more  able  to  bear  an  uninterrupted 
voyage,  than  the  Lafcars.  It  will  remain,  therefore,  for  the 
directors  to  find  out  fome  other  place,  in  lieu  of  the  Cape,  fince 
their  exclufion  from  it,  a  circumftance  which,  indeed,  their  con- 
duct feemed  to  invite. 

But,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  all  maritime  affairs  are  pe- 
culiarly liable  to  cafualties,  and,  on  this  confideration,  one  would 
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"be  led  to  conclude  that  a  friendly  port  muft  always  be  held  as  a 
valuable  acquifition  to  all  who  are  concerned  in  fuch  affairs; 
and  more  efpecially  to  the  Eafl  India  Company,  whofe  concerns 
are  of  fuch  vaft  magnitude.  The  number  of  mips  that  meet 
with  ftrefs  of  weather,  and  fuffer  from  the  tremendous  ftorms 
that  are  frequent  in  the  winter  feafon,  on  L'Aguillas  bank, 
muft  always  (lamp  a  value  on  the  Cape,  and  make  its  ports  and 
bays  particularly  defirable  on  the  homeward-bound  voyage. 

That  inftances  of  diftrefs  do  happen,  and  not  unfrequently, 
in  fituations  where  the  only  hope  of  fafety  can  be  placed  on  the 
Cape,  or  in  fome  of  its  bays,  might  be  proved  in  a  number  of 
cafes  that  happened  while  it  remained  in  the  hands  of  Great 
Britain  ;  but  I  will  content  myfelf  with  mentioning  one  fingle 
inftance.  The  Count efs  of  Sutherland  Indiaman  experienced  a 
moft  violent  gale  of  wind  between  Madagafcar  and  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  in  which,  after  lofing  all  her  mafts,  fhe  became  a  wreck 
at  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves  for  feveral  days;  and,  at 
length,  was  momentarily  expected  to  fink,  when,  on  the  wea- 
ther clearing  up,  they  defcried  the  land  of  Africa  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  the  fpot  where  the  Grofvenor  was  loft ;  and  being  now 
in  the  ftream  of  the  current,  they  contrived  to  fetch  into  Kronime 
River's  Bay,  a  fmall  Cove  in  Camtoos,  or  Saint  Francis,  or  Con- 
tent Bay,  for  it  has  a  variety  of  names. 

Having  here  procured  a  fupply  of  water  and  other  refrefh- 
ments,  and  rigged  up  a  kind  of  jury  mafts,  fhe  endeavoured  to 
proceed  to  Simon's  Bay  for  the  purpofe  of  undergoing  a  more 
thorough  repair  ;  but,  unfortunately,  fhe  met  with  a  fecond  gale 
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of  wind,  juft  as  fhe  was  approaching  the  entrance  of  the  bay  ; 
and  in  this  gale  fhe  muft  inevitably  have  periflied,  had  not  Cap- 
tain Hotham,  with  his  Majefty's  fhip  the  Adamant,  gone  out 
to  her  immediate  afliftance,  and  fucceeded  in  towing  her  off  the 
rocky  coaft,  towards  which  Ihe  was  rapidly  drifting.  Now  this 
fingle  (hip  and  her  cargo  were  faid  to  be  eftimated  at  the  value 
of  three  hundred  thouland  pounds;  a  fum  of  money  equal  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  civil,  military,  and  contingent  expences 
of  the  Cape,  for  a  whole  year. 

Had  the  Cape,  at  this  time,  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch, 
the  fate  of  the  Countefs  of  Sutherland  muft  have  been  inevit- 
able. In  war  fhe  would  have  been  taken ;  and  in  peace  fhe 
would  have  been  fuffered  to  go  on  more  ;  for  the  Dutch  poflefs 
neither  the  activity  nor  the  willingnefs  to  give  fpeedy  afliftarce 
to  mips  in  cafes  of  diftrefs. 

There  is  no  place,  in  the  homeward-bound  voyage  from  In- 
dia, fo<  proper  or  fo  convenient  for  the  valuable  fleets  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company  to  aflemble  at  for  convoy,  in  time  of  war, 
as  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Here,  at  a  very  reafonable  rate, 
their  crews  might  be  refrefhed  with  fruits,  vegetables,  and  frefh 
provifions.  Salt  beef,  for  the  reft  of  the  voyage,  might  here 
alfo  be  laid  in,  affording,  thus,  a  confiderable  increafe  of  ton- 
nage in  each  fhip  for  flowing  goods. 

I  took  notice*  in  the  former  volume  of  this  work,  of  the  fait 
provifions  that  might  be  prepared  at  Algoa  Bay  for  victualling 
the  fleets  of  the  Eaft  India  Company.    Since  that  was  written  I 
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have  again  vifited  this  bay  ;  and,  having  paid  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  furrounding  country,  and  the  ftate  of  the  cattle,  I 
have  no  helitation  in  faying,  that  when  once  the  disturbances 
between  the  boors  and  the  Kaffers  are  terminated,  which  in 
time  of  peace  would  eafily  be  effected,  large  quantities  of  good 
fait  beef  might  be  cured  there  at  a  very  moderate  rate.  The 
cattle  that  could  conveniently  be  brought  down  from  the  valuable 
diftricts  of  the  Snowy  Mountains  and  Bruynjes  Hoogte,  would 
arrive  at  the  bay  in  a  very  different  condition  from  thofe  that 
are  driven  from  the  fame  diftricts  to  the  Cape,  acrofs  a  defolate 
and  barren  tract  of  country,  fome  hundred  miles  in  extent,,  on 
which  a  blade  of  grafs  is  not  produced. 

We  procured,  at  Algoa  Bay,  as  good  beef,  in  every  refpect, 
as  the  markets  of  London  fupply  j  and,  at  the  diftance  of  a  few 
miles,  there  is  an  inexhauftible  fund  of  ftrong  bay  fait.  The 
fheep  are  alfo  good  of  the  kind,  being  the  broad-tailed  breed, 
fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  upper  regions  of  Afia,  which,  however, 
are  inferior  to  any  of  ours,  both  in  the  weight  of  the  carcafet 
the  flavour  of  the  meat,  and  the  quality  of  the  wool.  Corn 
might  alfo  be  raifed,  to  any  amount,  in  the  lower  diftricts  of 
Graaf  Reynet,  bordering  on  the  fea-coaft  ;  and  fait  butter,  foap, 
and  candles,  procured  on  moderate  terms* 

An  eftablifhrnent  at  this  bay  for  curing  fait  provifions  would, 
no  doubt,  be  a  prodigious  faving,  as  well  as  convenience,  to  the 
Eaft  India  Company.  The  products  of  the  coaft  might  eafily 
be  tranfported  to  the  Cape,  in  the  fummer  feafon,  in  fmall  coaft- 
ing  veffels,  and  depofited  in  their  warehoufes  there.    The  faving 
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of  a  third  of  the  expences  of  bread  and  fait  provifions,  which 
would,  at  leaft,  by  thefe  means  be  effected,  muft  certainly  be 
an  object  in  fo  vaft  a  concern  as  theirs,  and  more  than  coun- 
terbalance the  fuppofed  great  expence  of  fupporting  the  fettle- 
in  ent. 

If,  in  the  fecond  place,  we  confider  the  Cape  as  a  naval  ftation, 
commanding  the  entrance  into  the  Indian  Seas,  its  importance, 
in  this  refped,  will  be  no  lefs  obvious.  The  prefent  fuperiority 
of  our  navy  would  render  a  fmall  fquadron  fully  adequate  to 
guard  the  paflage  round  the  Cape,  and  effectually  to  defeat  any 
attempt  of  an  enemy  to  difturb  the  peace  of  India,  as  well  as  to 
prevent  them  from  giving  the  leaft  annoyance  to  our  trade  in 
the  Indian  Seas.  If  foreign  mips,  in  their  voyage  from  Europe 
to  India,  find  it  neceffary  to  refrefh  their  crews  at  the  Cape,  how 
much  more  urgent  would  the  neceflity  be  when  the  fame  mips 
were  crowded  with  troops.  The  French,  in  all  their  former  wars, 
in  the  fhort  voyage  to  the  Ifles  of  France  and  Bourbon,  re- 
fremed  and  refitted  at  the  Cape.  Thefe  iflands,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  in  (lead  of  being  able  to  victual  a  fleet,  barely 
furnifh  provifions  fufficient  for  the  inhabitants  and  a  fmall  gar- 
rifon.  By  the  fupply  of  provifions  and  naval  ftores  fent  to  them 
from  the  Cape,  Suffrein  was  enabled  to  maintain  his  ground  in 
the  Indian  Seas,  without  which  he  would  very  foon  have  been 
obliged  to  give  up  the  conteft.  In  the  late  war  our  cruizers 
from  the  Cape  kept  the  Southern  Ocean  completely  clear  of  the 
enemy's  mips,  and  allowed  the  Indian  fquadron  to  make  fuch 
choice  of  their  cruizing  ground,  that  between  the  two,  not  a 
French  frigate  efcaped,  nor  fcarcely  a  fingle  privateer  remained 
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on  the  Mauritius  ftation  for  fome  time  before  the  clofe  of  the 
war. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  but  by  no  means  certain,  that  France,  with- 
out the  lofs  of  an  incalculable  number  of  men,  a  lofs,  indeed,  to 
which  (he  would  pay  little  regard,  will  never  be  able  to  make 
any  impreflion  on  India  but  by  the  afliftance  of  a  fleet  j 
and  it  will  be  our  own  fault  if  we  allow  them  any  fuch  fleet  in 
the  Eaftern  Seas  ;  for  if  the  Cape  mould  be  in  our  pofleflion,  me 
will  find  it  utterly  impracticable  to  affemble,  much  more  to  vic- 
tual, any  fuch  fleet.  The  want  of  a  fuitable  place  to  refrefh  at 
muft  render  every  attempt  to  cope  with  us  in  thofe  feas  abortive; 
So  well  were  they  aware,  in  the  late  war,  of  the  futility  of  any 
expedition  from  the  Ifles  of  France  and  Bourbon,  without  the 
afliftance  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  that  they  preferred  the 
fatal  experiment  of  colonizing  Egypt,  in  the  hope,  perhaps,  of 
proceeding  at  fome  future  time  by  the  Red  Sea  to  India.  They 
knew  that,  even  if  they  had1  fucceeded  in  getting  out  to  thefe 
iflands  a  fufficient  number  of  mips  and  troops,  yet  without  the 
fupplies  which  they  have  ufually  on  fuch  occafions  drawn 
from  the  Cape,  any  fuch  expedition  muft  neceUarily  here  have 
ended. 

By  our  holding  the  Cape,  the  trade  of  every  other  nation  to 
India  and  China  may  be  confidered  as  entirely  at  the  mercy  of 
England,  an  advantage,  however,  of  which  fhe  is  under  no 
neceflity  of  availing  herfelf.  During  the  northern  confederacy, 
feveral  Danes  came  in  to  refrefh,  although  they  knew  they  would 
be  taken,  or  at  leaft  detained.    With  refpect  to  the  Americans,, 
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who,  of  late,  by  their  carrying-trade  alone,  have  worked  them- 
felves  into  the  greateft  portion,  next  to  England,  of  the  India 
and  China  trade,  notwithstanding  the  favourable  fituation  of 
their  country  to  an  extended  commerce  with  India,  they  would 
find  it  extremely  inconvenient  to  be  obliged  to  relinquifh  the 
accommodation  of  refrcfhing  their  crews,  and  difpofing  of  part 
of  their  cargoes,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  from  whence,  in- 
deed, in  cafe  of  any  rupture,  their  trade  might,  at  any  time,  be 
completely  checked,  a  circumftance  which  would  operate  as  a 
fecurity  for  the  prefervation  of  amity  and  a  good  understanding 
with  that  commercial  nation.  Had  we,  indeed,  been  fortunate 
enough  to  have  retained  this  fettlement,  there  is  every  reafon  to 
believe  the  indulgencies  granted  to  their  trade  here  might  have 
been  an  important  confideration  with  them,  in  the  renewal  of  a 
commercial  treaty  with  England. 

After  what  has  been  ftated  with  regard  to  the  healthinefs  of 
the  climate,  exemplified  in  the  fmall  degree  of  mortality  among 
the  troops,  and  in  the  vigour  and  liability  that  their  conflitu- 
tions  acquired,  it  is  fcarcely  neceflary  to  add  that  the  fame 
falutary  effects  equally  prevailed  in  the  navy  on  this  ftation. 
The  mortality,  indeed,  among  the  feamen,  was  frill  lefs,  pro- 
bably on  account  of  their  being  lefs  expofed  to  the  fummer 
heats,,  and  to  their  having  fewer  opportunities  of  committing 
irregularities.  There  was  generally  a  difference  of  fix  or  eight 
.degrees  in  the  temperature  of  the  bay  and  the  town.  When 
the  thermometer,  for  inflance,  in  Cape  Town  was  at  840,  it  flood 
no  higher  than  760  on  board  the  fhips  in  Table  Bay. 
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The  moderate  expence  at  which  a  fleet  can  here  be  main- 
tained is,  likewife,  an  advantage  not  to  be  overlooked.  The 
failor  may  be  fubfifted  equally  cheap  with  the  foldier.  It  has 
been  calculated,  after  making  the  ufual  allowances  for  wafte, 
damage,  and  intereft  of  money,  on  mips  provifions  fent  out 
from  England,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  premium  received  on  bills 
given  in  exchange  for  paper  currency,  that  the  failor  at  the 
Cape  can  be  furnifhed  with  his  ration  of  frefh  beef  or  mutton, 
bifcuit,  and  wine,  at  one-fourth  part  of  the  rate  which  the  fame 
ration  cofts  the  government  in  fait  provifions  and  bifcuit  fent  out 
from  England.  A  pint  of  wine,  as  I  have  already  ftated,  cofts 
no  more  than  threepence,  and  might  be  reduced  to  half  that 
price  by  aboliftiing  the  monopoly ;  and  the  Cape  brandy,  though 
at  prefent  bad,  on  account  of  the  defective  manner  of  diftilla- 
tion,  and  the  improper  ingredients  employed,  may  be  had  at  a 
much  cheaper  rate  than  Weft  India  rum,  and  would,  in  a  little 
time,  under  the  encouragement  of  the  Britifh  Government, 
have  been  made  in  its  quality  equally  good  of  its  kind. 

I  am  not  provided  with  fufficient  documents  to  give  the  an- 
nual expenditure  of  the  fquadron  that  was  ftationed  at  the  Cape ; 
but  I  am  convinced  it  muft  have  been  much  more  moderate, 
in  the  articles  of  frefti  meat,  bifcuit,  and  wine,  than  for  the 
fame  number  of  {hips  and  men,  on  any  other  ftation  whatfo- 
ever.  In  the  year  1797  the  fquadron  confumed  1,085,266 
pounds  of  frefh  meat,  and  1,167,995  pounds  of  bifcuit,  or  about 
3000  pounds  of  each  a  day;  befides  184,358  pounds  of  foft 
bread,  217,813  pounds  of  flour,  and  1066  bufhels  of  wheat  j  it 
confumed,  moreover,  1,226,738  pints  of  wine,  and  244,904 
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pints  of  fpirits  ;  together  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  buttci, 
vinegar,  raifins,  peas  and  beans,  all  the  produce  of  the  colony, 
and  ail  of  them  articles  which  were  to  be  procured  at  a  moderate 
rate.  I  conclude,  from  the  quantity  expended,  that,  in  dies 
year,  the  fquadron,  fuppofing  it  to  confift  of  three  thoufand 
men,  was  fubfifted  moftly  on  Cape  produce ;  and,  therefore, 
that  it  coft  the  Government  little  more  than  one-fourth  part  of 
what  it  would  have  done  on  moft  other  ftations. 

With  refped  to  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  tackle  and  furniture, 
I  have  underftood  it  to  be  very  confiderable  on  this  ftation, 
owing  to  the  frequent  gales  of  wind,  and  the  expofed  fituation 
of  the  mips.  Admiral  Pringle  ufed  to  fay,  that  every  fouth- 
eafterly  gale,  of  a  week's  duration,  coft  his  Majefty  fome  thou- 
fand pounds,  But  this  expence  might,  probably,  be  obviated 
by  forming  an  eftablifhment  at  Saldanha  Bay. 

The  geographical  pofition  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  throws 
a  vaft  weight  into  the  fcale  of  its  importance  to  England.  Its 
happy  fituation,  with  regard  to  climate,  and  the  productions  of 
the  foil,  ftamp  its  value  as  a  depofitary  of  troops  and  feamen ; 
and  its  relative  pofition  on  the  globe  enhances  that  value  by  the 
ready  communication  it  commands  with  almoft  every  part  of 
the  world.  We  have  feen  with  what  expedition  more  than  two 
thoufand  troops  were  thrown  from  hence  into  India,  to  the  very 
walls  of  Seringapatam ;  and,  on  another  occafion,  twelve  hun- 
dred effective  men  into  Egypt.  With  equal  facility  and  difpatch 
could  the  fame,  or  a  greater,  number  have  been  conveyed  to 
the  eaft  coaft  of  North  America,  the  Weft  India  iflands,  or  the 
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weft  coaft  of  South  America.  At  a  month's  notice,  the  whole 
coaft  of  Brazil  could  be  lined  with  cruizers  from  the  Cape. 
The  whole  eaftern  coaft  of  Africa,  and  the  various  iflands  con- 
tiguous to  it,  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  power  who  holds  the  Cape; 
and  the  large  ifland  of  Madagafcar  may  be  approached  in  ten  or 
twelve  days,  thofe  of  France  and  Bourbon  in  much  lefs  than  a 
month,  the  Red  Sea  in  five  or  fix  weeks,  and  the  coafts  of  Ma- 
labar and  Coromandel  in  feven  or  eight  weeks.  Thefe  paffages 
will  certainly  depend  much  on  the  feafon  of  the  year  in  which 
they  are  made,  but  when  this  is  properly  chofen,  the  different 
places  may  be  arrived  at  within  the  periods  here  mentioned. 

If,  at  any  time,  troops  might  be  wanted  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
the  homeward-bound  Eaft  Indiamen  might  be  employed  to 
tranfport  them  -thither  from  the  Cape  without  retarding  their  paf- 
fage  more  than  fixteen  or  eighteen  days,  as  the  common  prac- 
tice of  crofling  the  line  is  now  as  far  to  the  weftward  as  260  weft 
longitude.  Detachments  of  the  Hottentot  corps  would  be  well 
calculated  for  fervice  in  the  Weft  India  iflands.  Should,  at  any 
future  period,  the  French  refume  their  projects  on  India  by  the 
Red  Sea  (which  they  will  certainly  not  fail  to  do  whenever  an 
opportunity  prefents  itfelf ),  in  three  months  from  the  time  it 
was  firft  known  in  England,  a  force  from  the  Cape  might  be  ia 
pofleffion  of  the  ftraits  of  Babelmandel,  and,  by  thus  anticipa- 
ting, completely  fruftrate  their  defigns,  which,  with  the  Cape  in 
their  poffeffton*  or  in  that  of  the  Dutch,  they  might  eafily  ao 
compliih. 
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But  if  the  geographical  pofition  of  the  Cape  gives  it  the  pre- 
eminence, as  a  great  naval  and  military  ftation,  as  the  harrier 
and  mafter-key  of  our  Indian  porTeffions,  it  ftill  derives  other 
advantages  from  this  very  circumftance,  which,  though  they  are 
to  be  confidered  as  of  a  fubordinate  nature,  are  highly  deferving 
of  notice  :  thefe  are  the  turn  it  is  capable  of  giving  to  the  com- 
merce of  India  and  China ;  and  the  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection it  might  afford  to  the  Southern  Whale  Fifhery ;  but  as 
thefe  confiderations  are  too  important  to  be  fiightly  palfed  over, 
it  may  be  proper  to  referve  the  obfervations  that  occur  on  them 
for  a  fubfequent  chapter ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  proceed  to 
point  out  the  difadvantages  that  may  refult  to  Britain,  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  from  the  Cape  being  placed 
in  the  pofleflion  of  the  Dutch,  or,  whkh  mud  be  confidered  as 
the  fame  thing,  of  the  French,  the  former  being  fo  much  re- 
duced and  degraded  by  the  latter,  that  they  no  longer  are,  and 
in  all  probability  never  can  revive  as,  a  feparate  and  an  inde- 
pendent nation. 

We  have  already  feen  the  vaft  advantages  that  Great  Britain 
derived  to  her  trade  and  pofleffions  in  India,  during  the  late  war, 
by  holding  this  barrier  in  her  own  hands ;  let  us  now  confider 
what  our  fituation  is,  in  thefe  refpects,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things.  The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  is  in  the  pofTeflion  of  an, 
enemy ;  Rio  de  la  Plata  belongs  to  Spain,  who,  when  fhe  has 
been  plundered  of  all  fhe  can  give,  will,  moft  probably,  be 
forced  into  ads  of  hoftility  againft  us ;  and  the  Ifles  of  France 
and  Bourbon  now  derive  their  ufual  fupplies  from  the  Cape,  for 
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the  ufe  of  the  fquadron  which,  we  may  prefume,  is  already  there. 
Thefe  three  important  ftations,  all  hoftile  to  us,  form  a  triangle, 
within  the  boundary  lines  of  which  every  fhip,  bound  to  or 
from  the  Indies,  muft  neceflarily  pafs;  and  the  refpeclive  pofi- 
tions  of  thefe  three  points  are  fo  favourable  for  annoying  our 
trade,  that,  were  the  fkill  and  activity  of  the  enemies  who  hold 
them  commenfurate  with  our  own,  which,  fortunately  for  us, 
they  certainly  are  not,  it  would  be  almoft  an  hopelefs  attempt 
for  a  fhip  to  efcape. 

It  may  be  urged,  perhaps,  that  the  great  extent  which  may 
be  taken  in  crofling  the  equator  from  eighteen  to  twenty-fix 
degrees  of  longitude,  leaving  it  to  the  difcretion  of  the  com- 
manders of  our  Eaft  India  Company's  mips  to  keep  the  Ame- 
rican more  clofe  on  board,  or  to  pafs  it  at  a  diftance ;  and  the 
equally  great  extent  that  may  be  chofen  in  doubling  the  Cape, 
from  the  thirty-fourth  to  the  forty-fecond  degree  of  latitude, 
would  render  the  cruizing  of  the  enemy  fo  precarious,  that  the 
odds  of  efcaping  them  are  greatly  in  our  favour.  It  is  granted 
that  it  may  be  fo ;  and  I  am,  moreover,  perfuaded  that  neither 
the  French  nor  the  Dutch  would  attempt  to  intercept  our  out- 
ward-bound mips,  for  thefe  two  reafons ;  firft,  becaufe  their  va- 
lue is  fo  much  lefs  on  the  outward  than  on  the  homeward-bound 
paffage ;  and  fecondly,  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of  falling 
in  with  them,  as  well  as  in  confideration  of  the  violent  ftorms 
their  cruizers  would  be  almoft  fure  to  encounter  off  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope; 
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But  thefe  circumftances  take  a  very  different  turn  on  the 
homeward-bound  voyage.  The  danger  is  then  increafed  in  a 
much  greater  proportion  than  the  value  of  the  mips  is  aug- 
mented. If,  indeed,  we  are  willing  to  allow  the  enemy  to  em- 
ploy the  fame  means  that  we  mould  ourfelves  do,  in  a  like 
iituation,  the  capture  of  many  of  our  mips  may  be  confidered  a$ 
inevitable. 

In  the  firft  place,  the  danger  of  the  ftraits  of  Sunda  prefents 
itfelf  to  our  homeward-bound  China  mips.  A  fmall  fquadron 
from  Batavia,  ftationed  at  Nicholas  Point  on  the  north  of  Java, 
where  there  is  good  anchorage,  or  at  Anjerie  Point  in  the  middle 
of  the  Strait,  at  both  of  which  places  it  may  receive  a  conftant 
fupply  of  refrefhments,  would  be  able  to  intercept  every  (hip  that 
attempted  to  pafs  the  Strait. 

Thefe  ftraits,  it  is  true,  may  be  avoided  by  taking  the  eaftern 
paflage ;  but  here  a  new  and  no  lefs  danger  prefents  itfelf  from 
the  port  of  Manilla.  As  all  mips,  making  this  paflage,  muft  go 
within  fight  of  Luconia,  it  would  be  difficult  for  them  to  avoid 
an  active  fquadron  cruizing  off  this  ifland.  Thus, 

«'  Incidit  in  Scyllam  cuplens  vitare  Charybdim^*' 

by  avoiding  one  danger  they  fall  into  a  greater. 

Admitting,  however,  that  either  through  the  exertions  of 
our  cruizers,  or  the  inactivity  of  the  enemy,  the  China  fleet 
Should  efcape  both  Scylla  and  Charibdis  j  the  next  dangerous 
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point  that  occurs  is  the  L'Aguilla's  Bank,  where  we  can  have 
no  cruizers  to  protect  our  trade,  on  account  of  the  heavy  ftorms 
that  prevail  there,  and  the  want  of  a  friendly  port  to  refit  and 
refrefli  our  (hips.  The  current,  that  fets  along  the  outer  margin 
of  this  bank,  moves  at  the  rate  of  forty  or  fifty  miles  a  day,  in 
the  winter  months,  in  direct  oppofition  to  the  north-wefterly 
winds ;  a  circumftance  fo  well  known,  that  all  our  mips  ftrive 
to  keep  in  the  ftream  of  the  current,  which  fweeps  them  round 
the  Cape  againft  the  wind.  The  enemy's  cruizers  would  find 
no  difficulty  in  running  from  Falfe  Bay,  in  the  winter  months, 
clofe  along  Ihore  as  far  as  Algoa  Bay,  which  our  mips  have  fre- 
quently done  in  three  or  four  days ;  and,  by  fkirting  the  outer 
margin  of  L'Aguilla's  Bank,  they  can,  at  any  time,  return  by 
the  ftream  of  the  current,  even  againft  a  gale  of  wind.  Thus 
might  their  (hips  of  war  from  the  Cape  track  our  homeward- 
bound  Indiamen,  and  greatly  annoy  our  trade ;  for,  on  the  re- 
turn-voyage, they  have  much  lefs  fcope  in  doubling  the  Cape 
than  when  outward-bound.  Indeed,  in  the  winter  feafon,  it  is  al- 
moft  impracticable  to  double  the  Cape  at  any  great  diftance  from, 
it.  The  attempt  to  do  it  has  generally  failed,  and  always  been 
attended  with  the  greateft  danger  of  lofing  the  mips. 

Suppofing  them,  however,  to  have  efcaped  all  thefe  dangers  ; 
admitting  them  to  have  pafled  the  ifland  of  Manilla,  the  Straits 
of  Sunda,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  there  ftill  remains  one 
point  againft  which  nothing  can  protect  them  but  a  fuperior  fleet 
from  England.  In  whatever  degree  of  latitude  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  may  be  doubled,  in  the  homeward-bound  palTage^ 
all  our  ftiips  run  nearly  upon  the  fame  line  to  Saint  Helena,  fo 
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nearly,  indeed,  that  I  fuppofe  they  fcarcely  deviate  twenty 
leagues  from  the  fame  track.  If  then  a  fquadron  of  the  enemy's 
fhips  from  the  Cape  mould  cruize  to  windward  of  this  ifland, 
and  within  fight  of  it,  our  India  fleet  mud  necefTarily  fall  into 
their  hands.  And  on  this  cruizing  ground,  where  the  wind  is 
fixed  and  fteady,  the  water  fmooth,  and  the  weather  always  fine, 
the  enemy's  veffels  may  remain  for  any  length  of  time. 

The  enormous  expence,  and,  indeed,  the  impracticability,  of 
affording  effective  convoys  to  our  Indian  trade,  under  fuch  un- 
favourable circumftances,  muft  be  obvious  to  every  one.  The 
expence  of  one  effective  convoy  to  be  ftationed  off  Saint  Helena, 
as  long  as  the  Cape  remains  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  French,  to 
fay  nothing  of  the  ferious  inconvenience  of  detaching  fhips  of 
war  from  more  important  ftations,  would  be  much  more  than 
fufficient  to  maintain  the  whole  eftablifhment  of  the  Cape  for  a 
twelvemonth  j  and,  in  all  probability,  more  than  the  profits 
might  amount  to  of  the  cargoes  fo  convoyed.  Saint  Helena, 
befides,  is  not  adequate  to  furnifh  any  fupplies  for  fuch  a  con- 
voy. With  the  greateft  exertions  a  few  refrefliments  are  raifed 
for  the  ufe  of  the  ifland,  and  the  furplus  is  difpofed  of  at  a  mofl 
extravagant  rate  for  the  ufe  of  the  mips  of  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany. They  have  few  horned  cattle,  and  not  one  of  thefe  can 
there  be  killed  without  the  confent  of  the  Governor.  Yet  this 
is  the  only  place  we  now  have  left  where  a  convoy  can  be  affem- 
bled.  How  incalculable  then  were  the  advantages  of  poffefling 
a  middle  point  between  India  and  Europe,  where  every  neceffary 
refrefhment  might  be  had  in  the  greateft  abundance ;  and  which, 
inftead  of  being  a  'point  of  danger  and  annoyance  as  it  now 
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is,  was  the  bulwark  of  fecurity  to  our  Indian  trade  and  pof- 
fefiions. 

Thofe  who  may  feel  inclined  to  confole  themfelves  for  the 
lofs  of  the  Cape,  by  reflecting  that  nothing  of  ferious  moment 
happened  to  our  Indian  fleets  and  pofleflions  during  the  Ame- 
rican war,  mould  recoiled  the  great  change  of  circumftances 
that  has  taken  place  fince  that  event.  Holland,  at  that  time, 
though  an  impoverifhed  and  declining  nation,  was  independent 
on  France,  and  had  her  own  pofleflions  in  India  to  protect ; 
and  France,  though  equally  then,  as  now,  zealous  to  accomplim 
the  ruin  of  our  wealth  and  power  in  India,  which  (he  had  long 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  emulate,  had  but  juft  the  means  of  giv- 
ing a  feeble  protection  to  her  territorial  pofleflions  in  that  quar- 
ter. Armies  were  not  raifed,  nor  fleets  equipped,  with  that 
facility  under  the  monarchy,  as  under  republican  tyranny,  or 
confular  defpotifm.  Mr.  Delacroix  took  great  pains  to  imprefs 
on  the  mind  of  Lord  Malmeflbury  the  acceflion  of  ftrength  that 
France  had  acquired  by  her  republican  form  of  government. 
"  Nous  ne  fommes  plus  dans  la  decrepitude  de  la  France  mo- 
"  narchique,  mais  dans  toute  la  force  d'une  republique  ado- 
"  lefcente." 

France  having  now  no  fuch  pofleflions  in  India  to  protect, 
her  grand  object  will  be,  in  co-operation  with  the  Dutch,  to 
endeavour  to  hold  in  their  hands,  by  rendering  it  impregna- 
ble, the  barrier  of  all  India.  When  this  is  once  effected,  flie 
will  find  little  difficulty  in  affembling,  at  her  own  iflands  of 
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France  and  Bourbon,  a  fufficient  number  of  troops  and  trans- 
ports to  difturb  the  peace  of  our  Indian  fettlements.  Her  aim 
will  not  be  that  of  fighting  our  fleets  of  war,  nor  of  making  a 
direct  attack  on  our  Eaftern  pofleflions,  but  to  abet  and  aflift  the 
native  powers  againft  us,  with  a  view  rather  of  deftroying  our 
empire  in  India,  than  any  hope  fhe  can  poffibly  form  of  efta- 
blifhing  one  of  her  own.  Without  funds  and  without  credit  (he 
can  have  little  profpect  of  amaffing  wealth  by  fair  trade  and 
honeft  induftry ;  and  will  therefore  attempt,  by  every  means 
ihe  can  think  of  employing,  to  efFect  the  ruin  of  ours ;  by  dis- 
turbing the  peace  of  our  fettlements  through  her  intriguing 
agents ;  by  forming  alliances  with  thofe  who  are  difpofed  to  be 
hoftile  towards  us  ;  and  by  afftfting  them  with  her  troops. 

It  was  in  this  point  of  view  that  the  French  confidered  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  be  more  important  than  the  Ifle  of  Cey- 
lon, the  ceflion  of  which,  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  they  never 
meant  to  difpute  vigoroufly  in  negociation,  being  rather  deter- 
mined to  (land  a  conteft  for  the  reftoration  of  the  Cape  7iominally 
to  its  ancient  poffeflbrs.  If,  however,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
peace,  we  were  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  accepting  the  alter- 
native of  either,  as  probably  was  the  cafe,  it  became,  no  doubt, 
a  very  ferious  and  interefting  consideration,  to  eftimate  their 
comparative  value  and  importance.  The  one  rated  as  yielding 
a  revenue  of  nearly  a  million  a  year,  with  a  harbour  not  fur- 
paffed  in  the  whole  world  j  the  key  of  all  India ;  and  a  place, 
in  the  hands  of  a  powerful  enemy,  from  whence  all  India  might 
be  aflaulted — the  other,  a  barren  promontory  (for  luch  it  was 
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generally  efteemed)  at  a  great  diftance  from  our  Indian  territo- 
ries, affording  little  or  no  revenue,  and  maintained  at  a  great 
expence. 

"  If  we  give  up  Ceylon,"  has  obferved  Lord  Macartney, 
*'  being  fituated  at  the  extremity  of  the  peninfula  of  India,  it 
"  would  become  an  immediate  and  terrific  enemy  to  us  in  that 
"  quarter,  as  commanding  the  power  of  invading  from  thence 
"  both  the  coaft  of  Malabar  and  Coromandel.  To  a  maritime 
'*  power  the  excellent  harbour  of  Trincomalee  is  a  jewel  of  in- 
"  eftimable  value  ;  it  holds  the  bay  of  Bengal  at  its  mercy,  and 
"  affords  every  facility  of  overawing  and  controuling  the  navi- 
"  gation  of  the  Straits  of  Sunda  and  Malacca.  Our  Afiatic 
"  pofleflions,  commerce,  and  marine,  would  confequently  lie 
"  open  to  the  depredations  of  the  matters  of  Ceylon ....  Ad- 
"  mining  then  that  Ceylon  mould  preponderate,  if  put  into 
"  the  fcale  againft  the  Cape,  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  however, 
'*  that  the  Cape  in  an  enemy  s  hands  may  become  a  powerful  in- 
"  Jlrument for  their  recovering  Ceylon" 

There  can  be  no  queftion  that  the  French  were  extremely 
glad  we  gave  up  the  worfe,  under  the  idea  of  its  being  an  in- 
Itrument  in  their  hands  of  taking  from  us  the  better.  Ceylon 
to  them  was  of  no  great  value.  It  furnifhes  no  fupplies  for  an 
army  or  a  navy,  and  would  always  be  at  the  mercy  of  that 
power  which  could  bring  a  fuperior  fleet  into  the  Indian  Seas  ; 
and  we  have  (hewn  that  no  fuch  fleet  of  an  enemy  could  be 
affembled  there,  nor  victualled,  nor  provifioned,  whilft  the  Cape 

K  K  2  of 


iji  TRAVELS  IN 

of  Good  Hope  remained  a  Britifh  colony.  It  would  have  been 
a  defirable  object  then  to  retain  pofleflion  of  a  ftation  which 
would  effectually  have  excluded  them  from  the  Indian  Seas ;  and 
which  always  would  have  enabled  us  to  confine  them  to  their 
ufelefs  iflands  of  France  and  Bourbon. 

Of  one  thing  England  may  be  well  allured,  that  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  its  commerce,  as  the  fource  from  whence  its  power  and 
affluence  are  derived,  is  a  fentiment  fo  deeply  rooted  in  the  mind 
of  the  Corfican  that,  fo  long  as  it  continues  to  flourim,  his 
irafcible  and  vindictive  temper  will  not  allow  him  to  keep  on 
any  terms  of  friendfhip  with  us.  He  is  well  aware  that  our 
commerce  is  our  great  fupport,  that,  as  Mr.  Delacroix  ob- 
ferved,  it  enabled  us  to  fubfidize  all  Europe  againft  them ;  and 
that  if  he  could  once  break  up  our  commerce  to  India  and  China, 
and  fhut  us  out  from  the  Mediterranean,  the  grand  bulwark  that 
now  ftands  between  him  and  univerfal  fovereignty  would,  in  a 
great  degree,  be  removed. 

Should  his  views,  unhappily  for  the  world,  ever  be  accom- 
pliihed,  an  age  of  barbarifm  would  return,  ten  times  darker 
than  that  which  followed  the  irruption  of  the  northern  hordes. 
A  deadly  blow  would  be  ftruck  at  once  to  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs ;  nothing  would  be  written,  nor  printed,  nor  tolerated,  but 
what  the  fovereign  defpot  fhould  find  conducive  to  his  univerfal 
fway.  The  time  would  then  come  when  legit  ut  clericust  in- 
ftead  of  faving  a  man  from  death  would  be  the  fure  means  of 
bringing  him  to  his  end* 

It 
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It  behoves  his  Majefty's  Government  then  to  be  upon  its  guard, 
and  to  watch  the  points  where  we  are  moft  vulnerable,  in  this 
refpe&-,  with  unremitting  attention  j  but  above  all,  after  pro- 
viding for  the  fecurity  of  the  empire,  to  crufh,  in  the  cradle, 
the  defigns  of  the  French  upon  India.  The  firft  ftep  to  this- 
defirable  objecl:  will  be  the  recovery  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ; 
or,  which  would  anfwer  pretty  nearly  the  fame  purpofe,  the 
deftru&ion  of  the  {hipping  that,  from  time  to  time,  might  be  af- 
fembled  there.  An  expedition  for  this  purpofe  would  require 
no  troops ;  and,  having  once  eftablimed  our  fecurity  at  home, 
fo  that  we  can  venture  to  detach  a  fquadron  fufficient  for  fuch 
an  enterprize,  this  is  an  objecl:  not  unworthy  the  confideration 
of  Government.  I  have  already  obferved  that  Table  Bay,  in 
the  opinion  of  naval  people,  is  favourable  for  putting  fuch  a  de- 
fign  in  execution.  I  mould  imagine  that  Simon's  Bay  is  ftill 
more  fo,  there  being  no  works,  or  none  of  any  confequence,  to 
annoy  our  (hipping  from  the  more. 

There  are  two  fmall  forts  only,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  an- 
chorage, both  of  which  would  be  immediately  filenced  by  a 
{hip  of  the  line.  The  wind,  in  the  winter  feafon,  when  {hipping 
frequent  Simon's  Bay,  is  always  favourable  for  running  dire&ly 
into  it,  and  equally  fo  for  {landing  out  into  the  Great  Bay  Falfe., 
in  every  part  of  which  there  is  good  anchorage.  A  fuperior  fleet 
will,  therefore,  at  all  times,  take  or  deftroy  every  fhip  that  may 
be  found  there  ;  and  the  {hipping  on  the  Cape  ftation  are  under 
an  abfolute  neceflity  of  going  either  into  Simon's  or  Saldanha 
Bay  in  the  winter  months,  and  of  remaining  there  from  May  to 
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September  inclufive.  Saldanha  Bay  has  yet  no  defences  what- 
foever,  but  I  underftand  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Dutch  Go- 
vernment to  fortify  the  entrance. 

Having  now  pointed  out  fome  of  the  principal  conveniences 
that  the  Cape  poflefies  as  a  naval  ftation,  it  will  be  right  to  men- 
tion the  difadvantages  under  which  it  labours  in  this  point  of 
view.  The  mod  ferious  of  thefe,  which,  indeed,  is  the  only 
material  one  that  I  am  acquainted  with,  is  the  want  of  a  fecure 
and  convenient  harbour  for  refitting,  repairing,  or  building  mips. 
The  two  principal  bays  that  are  reforted  to  by  (hipping,  one  in 
the  fummer,  the  other  in  the  winter  months,  are  entirely  open, 
and  expofed  to  the  two  prevailing  winds,  the  north-weft  and 
the  fouth-eaft  ;  nor  does  it  appear  to  be  practicable,  by  any  ex- 
pence,  to  render  them  fecure  and  fheltered,  nor  to  conftruct  any 
kind  of  dock  or  harbour  for  the  reception  of  large  mips,  and 
fcarcely  even  of  fmall  craft. 

If  any  thing  of  this  kind  were  to  be  attempted  it  could  only 
extend  to  the  accommodation  of  the  latter,  and  the  only  place 
for  this  purpofe  would  be  at  Rogge  Bay,  where  nature  has  laid 
an  excellent  foundation  of  rock,  clofe  to  which  there  is  a  con- 
fiderable  depth  of  water,  where  the  fwell  of  the  fea  is  broken 
by  the  jutting  points  on  which  are  erected  the  Amfterdam  and 
the  Chavonne  batteries.  At  all  events,  this  would  be  a  much 
better  and  more  convenient  landing  place  than  at  the  prefent 
wooden  wharf,  which  is  barely  kept  up  at  an  enormous  annual 
expence. 

In 
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In  all  other  parts  of  the  bay  an  attempt  to  make  any  kind  of 
harbour  would  be  fruitlefs.  The  tide  barely  rifes  five  feet,  and 
the  conftant  rolling  fwell  in  the  winter  feafon  would  always  choak 
the  entrance  of  any  dock  with  fand.  Thus  the  mouth  of  the 
Salt  River  is  alternately  open  and  blocked  up  with  fand. 

The  annexed  chart  of  Table  Bay  was  conftructed  by  order  of 
Governor  Van  de  Graaf  in  the  year  1786,  and  has  been  found, 
by  a  diligent  examination,  to  be  extremely  accurate.  The  an- 
choring-ground  in  general  is  tolerably  good,  but  the  fhifting  of 
the  fand  leaves  bare  fometimes  whole  ridges  of  the  fame  kind 
of  hard  blue  fchiftus  that  appears  every  where  on  the  weft  fhore 
of  the  bay.  Thefe  ridges  are  fo  fharp,  that  a  cable  coming 
acrofs  them  is  fure  to  be  cut  in  pieces.  This  has  happened  fo 
frequently  that  the  bay  is  full  of  anchors,  which  have  never 
been  fiftied  up ;  and  thefe  contribute  equally  with  the  rocks,  to 
cut  and  chafe  the  cables  of  other  fhips.  If  fome  pains  be  not 
taken  to  remove  the  anchors,  the  number  of  which  increafe 
every  year,  there  will  not,  in  time,  be  a  clear  anchorage  for  a 
fingle  large  fhip.  When  the  Dutch  Admiral  Dekker's  fquadron 
was  blown  out  of  Table  Bay  in  February  laft  they  left  fix  or 
eight  anchors  behind. 

Admiral  Pringle,  I  underftand,  was  of  opinion  that  the  in- 
convenience arifing  from  the  rocks  and  the  loft  anchors  was  in 
fome  degree  remediable,  by  finking  mooring-chains  for  the  large 
fhips,  inftead  of  their  lying  at  anchor.  In  the  fouth-eaft  winds, 
which  blow  from  September  to  the  end  of  April,  and  which  is 
the  feafon  when  all  fhips  bound  for  the  Cape  refort  to  Table  Bay, 
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there  is  no  other  danger  than  that  of  being  driven  out  to  fea 
from  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  cables;  though  the  water  is  not 
fmooth,  yet  the  fea  is  not  high,  and  it  is  next  to  impoffible  for 
a  fhip  to  go  on  (here,  unlefs  on  the  fouth  point  of  Robben 
Ifland,  Which  they  have  always  time  enough  to  avoid,  the 
diftance  being  feven  or  eight  miles.  Within  this  ifland  and  the 
continent  there  is  excellent  anchorage,  where  mips  fo  driven  Out 
ufually  bring  up.  Here,  too,  fhips  intending  to  come  into  Ta- 
ble Bay  generally  wait  the  abatement  of  a  fouth-eaft  wind,  if 
it  fhould  happen  to  blow  too  ftrong  for  their  working  up  againft 
it.  This  ifland  is  too  fmall,  and  at  too  great  a  diftance,  to  af- 
ford the  leafl  ihelter  to  Table  Bay  in  the  north-weft  winds  that 
blow  in  the  winter  months. 

The  frequency,  the  ftrength,  and  the  long  duration  of  the 
fouth-eaft  winds  are  attended  with  considerable  difadvantage  to 
commerce,  it  being  fometimes  impracticable  to  fhip  or  to  land 
goods  for  many  fucceffive  days. 

Thefe  winds  are  very  uncertain  in  their  duration,  there  being 
fcarcely  two  years  in  which  their  periods  do  not  vary.  The 
Dutch  ufed  to  bring  their  fhips  round  about  the  beginning  of 
September ;  but  as  Simon's  Bay  is  fafe,  at  all  times  of  the  year, 
for  a  few  fhips,  the  Englifh  protracted  the  time  of  entering 
Table  Bay  to  the  beginning  of  October,  yet,  in  the  year  1799, 
his  Majefty's  fhip  the  Sceptre-,  with  feven  others,  were  driven 
on  more  on  the  fifth  of  November. 
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The  lofs  of  this  fhip  was  attended  with  many  diftrefsful  cir- 
cumftances.    At  one  o'clock  (he  fired  a  feu-de  joyc,  in  comme- 
moration of  the  anniverfary  of  the  popifh  plot;  at  ten  the  fame 
evening  fcarcely  a  veftige  was  to  be  feen,  but  the  fragments  of 
the  wreck  fcattered  on  the  flrand,  in  myriads  of  pieces,  not  a 
fingle  plank  remaining  whole  nor  two  attached  together.  Cap- 
tain Edwards,  his  fon,  with  ten  other  officers,  and  near  three 
hundred  feamen  and  marines  perifhed  on  this  melancholy  oc- 
cafion.    Young  Edwards,  a  fine  boy  of  about  fourteen  years, 
was  found  the  next  day  with  a  bible  in  his  bofom  ;  the  father 
not  till  feveral  days  after.    The  following  morning  exhibited  a 
difmal  fcene  of  diftrefs.    The  ftrand  was  ftrewed  with  dead  car- 
cafes,  moft  of  them  mangled  in  fo  mocking  a  manner  by  the 
mattered  fragments  of  the  fhip,  that  they  were  obliged  to  bury 
them  in  holes  upon  the  beach ;  the  bodies  that  could  be  taken 
up  whole  were  placed  in  waggons  and  carried  to  the  ufual  bury- 
ing-ground. 

The  Oldenburg,  a  Danifti  man  of  war  of  64  guns,  went  on 
more  the  fame  day,  but  having  drifted  upon  a  fmooth  fandy 
beach,  the  crew  were  faved,  as  were  thofe  of  all  the  other  mips. 
The  Sceptre  was  unfortunately  thrown  upon  a  ledge  of  rocks 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Salt  River.  Captain  Edwards,  it  feems, 
conformably  to  the  cuftom  of  the  navy,  employed  every  means 
to  bring  her  up  while  drifting,  and,  having  loft  their  laft  anchor, 
bent  even  the  forecaftle  guns  to  the  cable.  The  Dutch,  know- 
ing from  experience  how  ineffectual  is  every  attempt  when  once 
a  fhip  has  parted  her  cables,  pay  no  further  attention  to  her 
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fafcty  but,  fetting  fome  of  the  head  fails,  they  run  her  afhore 
between  the  wharf  and  the  centre  of  the  fea-lines,  upon  a  fmooth 
fandy  beach,  by  which  mcr.ns,  though  the  (hip  be  loft,  the  crew 
are  faved. 

Our  officers  feem  to  be  divided  in  opinion  as  to  the  preference 
of  Table  Bay  or  Simon's  Bay.  They  are  certainly  both  de- 
fective, but  the  latter  would  appear  to  be  the  more  fecure,  from 
the  circumftance  of  few,  if  any,  mips  having  ever  been  known 
to  drive  on  more  from  their  anchors,  whiift  fcarcely  a  feafon 
pafles  without  fome  being  left  in  Table  Bay.  In  the  winter 
months,  when  the  wind  blows  from  north  to  north-weft,  forty 
or  fifty  fhips  may  lie  at  anchor  perfectly  fecure  in  Simon's  Bay; 
and  eight  or  ten  may  be  fufficiently  fheltered  in  the  ftrongeft 
fcuth-eafters.  The  Great  Bay  Falfe,  of  which  this  is  an  indent 
or  cove,  was  fo  little  known  at  the  time  of  the  capture  by  the 
Britilli  forces,  that  Rear- Admiral  Pringle,  in  the  year  1797, 
directed  it  to  be  furveyed  and  founded,  in  confequence  of  which 
the  exact  fituation  was  afcertained  of  a  very  dangerous  rock, 
placed  directly  in  the  pafTage  of  mips  into  Simon's  Bay  ;  a  rock, 
of  the  exiftence  of  which  the  Dutch  were  entirely  ignorant. 
The  annexed  chart  with  the  foundings  is  a  copy  of  the  faid 
furvey. 

The  ufual  months  in  which  fhips  refort  to  Simon's  Bay 
are  from  May  to  September  inclufive.  The  diftance  from 
Cape  Town,  being  twenty-four  miles,  and  the  badnefs  of  the 
road,  moftly  deep  fand  and  fplafties  of  water,  render  the  com- 
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munication  at  all  times  difficult ;  but  more  efpecially  fo  in  the 
winter ;  and  few  fupplies  are  to  be  had  at  Simon's  Town  ;  a 
name  with  which  a  collection  of  about  a  dozen  houfes  has  mod 
unworthily  been  dignified. 

The  neceffity  of  mips  of  war  being  fent  round  into  Simon's 
Bay  for  five  months  in  the  year  might  be  attended  with  very 
ferious  confequences  to  the  fafety  of  the  colony,  as  far,  at  lead,, 
as  depended  on  the  exertions  of  the  navy  belonging  to  the  fta- 
tion.  Being  a  lee  port,  the  chances  are  greatly  againfl  their 
being  able  to  work  up  to  Table  Bay,  and  ftill  lefs  to  Sal- 
danha  Bay,  to  afford  any  affiftance  in  the  event  of  an  at- 
tack by  an  enemy's  fleet ;  which,  without  any  interruption 
or  moleftation,  might  difembark  troops,  and  land  artillery,, 
ftores,  and  ammunition  at  Robben  Ifland,  or  any  of  the  wind- 
ward bays. 

This  being  the  cafe,  it  would  feem  more  defirable  that  the 
mips  of  war  upon  the  ftation  mould  winter  in  Saldanha  Bay, 
being  not  only  a  windward  port  with  refpect  to  Cape  Town,  but 
one  of  the  beft  harbours,  perhaps,  in  the  whole  world.  Here 
any  number  of  mips  may  lie  in  perfect  fecurity  at  all  feafons  of 
the  year,  either  to  the  northward  of  the  entrance  in  Hoetjes 
Bay,  from  whence  they  can  at  all  times  get  out  in  the  winter 
months,  or  to  the  fouthward  in  fummer,  when,  with  equal  fa- 
cility, the  fouth-eafterly  winds  will  at  any  time  carry  them  out. 
On  the  weft  fide  of  Hoetjes  Bay,  nature  has  erected  a  granite 
pier,  againft  the  fides  of  which  (hips  may  be  brought  as  to  the 
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fide  of  a  quay ;  and  it  terminates  to  the  northward  in  a  fine 
fmooth  fandy  beach,  where  boats  may  always  land  with  fafety. 
The  pofition  of  Marcus  Ifland,  in  the  entrance,  a  folid  block  of 
granite,  is  peculiarly  happy  for  protecting  the  bay,  to  which  a 
battery  erected  upon  it  and  mounted  with  heavy  cannon  would 
be  fully  competent.  The  different  points  alfo  jutting  into  the 
bay  are  well  calculated  to  provide  for  its  defence. 

The  fituation  of  Saldanha  Bay  is  much  more  convenient  than 
that  of  the  peninfula  for  receiving  the  fupplies  afforded  by  the 
country.  The  deep  fandy  ifthmus,  whofe  heavy  roads  have 
been  the  definition  of  multitudes  of  cattle,  would  be  entirely 
avoided  ;  and  its  diftance  from  the  corn  diftricts,  which  is  the 
moft  material  article  of  confumption,  is  much  lefs  than  that 
of  the  Cape.  Its  fituation,  with  regard  to  all  the  northern 
parts  of  the  colony,  is  much  more  convenient  than  Cape 
Town  ;  and  equally  fo  for  thofe  who  inhabit  the  diftant  dif- 
tricT;  of  Graaf  Reynet,  and  who  ufually  pafs  over  the  Roode 
Sand  Kloof. 

It  may  be  afked,  then,  how  it  has  happened,  at  the  firft 
foundation  of  the  fettlement,  that  the  preference  was  given  to 
Table  Bay,  which  poffeffes  not  a  fingle  convenience  for  (hip- 
ping ;  and  is,  at  the  beft,  no  better  than  an  open  and  dangerous 
road  ?  The  anfwer  has  already  been  given  in  the  laft  chap- 
ter, where  it  was  obferved,  that  the  clear  and  copious  ftream  of 
water  ruffling  out  of  the  Table  Mountain,  had  determined  the 
fite  of  the  Town.    Unfortunately,  no  fuch  ftream  of  water  falls 
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into  Saldanha  Bay ;  nor  has  any  fpring  yet  been  difcovered  in 
the  vicinity  of  its  mores,  that  has  been  confidered  as  fufficient 
to  fupply  the  demands  of  a  fmall  fquadron  for  frefh  water.  I 
muft  obferve,  however,  that  the  trials  hitherto  made  have  been 
very  infufficient.  Indeed,  I  know  of  none  but  that  of  the 
late  Sir  Hugh  Chriftian,  whofe  failure  in  this  attempt  I  have  al- 
ready had  occafion  to  notice.  It  may  be  obferved,  in  the  an- 
nexed chart  of  the  coafts  from  Table  Bay  to  Saldanha  Bay,  that 
in  every  part  there  are  abundance  of  fprings  fpontaneoufly 
burfting  out  of  the  ground,  for  not  one  of  thefe  have  ever  been 
dug  for,  nor  a  fpade  put  into  the  ground  in  order  to  open  the 
conduits  and  fufFer  them  to  run  more  freely.  If,  indeed,  we 
confider  for  a  moment  the  fituation  of  this  low  fandy  belt  of 
land,  ftretching  along  the  northern  coaft,  common  fenfe  mud 
convince  us  that  there  is  plenty  of  water  at  no  great  diftance 
below  the  furface.  It  is  bounded  on  the  eaft,  at  the  diftance 
only  of  feventy  miles  by  a  chain  of  mountains,  whofe  fummits 
are  from  two  to  nearly  five  thoufand  feet  high ;  and  all  the 
waters,  from  both  fides  of  thefe  mountains,  fall  upon  this  nar- 
row plain.  A  great  part  of  them,  it  is  true,  fink  into  the  Berg 
River,  but  the  Berg  River  itfelf  is  on  a  level  with  Saldanha 
Bay,  into  which,  indeed,  the  whole  body  of  it  might,  with 
great  eafe,  be  carried,  as  I  mentioned  in  the  nrft  volume,  where 
I  alfo  noticed  the  objections  againft  fuch  a  meafure.  The 
fpring  at  Witte  Klip^  the  White  Rock,  about  fix  miles  to  the 
northward  of  Hoetjes  Bay,  feems  amply  fufficient  for  the  fup- 
ply of  a  large  fleet  of  mips,  if  collected  and  brought  to  the  bay 
in  pipes,  the  expence  of  which  could  not  exceed  a  few  thou- 
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fand  pounds.  Even  mould  this  not  be  found  fufficient  for  the 
-  purpoles  of  the  fleet  and  the  neceffary  eftablifhment  confe- 
quential  to  its  becoming  the  naval  ftation,  a  meafure  might  be 
adopted  which  could  not  fail  of  fecuring  a  conftant  fupply  of 
frcfh  water  to  any  amount.  This  would  be  effected  by  bring- 
ing it  in  pipes  from  the  Berg  River,  which  never  fails  in  the 
dryeft  weather,  and  the  furface  of  which,  contrary  to  almoft  all 
the  other  rivers  of  the  colony,  is  very  little  funk  below  the  ge- 
neral furface  of  the  country.  I  mould  think  that  ten  thoufand 
pounds  would  go  a  great  way  towards  accomplifhing  this  ob- 
ject, fo  important  to  every  nation  whole  fhipping  trade  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Were  this  once  effected, 
the  intereft  of  the  capital  expended  in  the  undertaking  would  be 
more  than  defrayed  by  an  additional  port  duty  of  ten  dollars  or 
two  pounds  fterling  for  each  fhip  ;  a  mere  trifle,  when  compared 
to  the  eafe  and  fecurity  in  which  ihips  would  here  ride  at  an- 
chor, and  thus  avoid  the  wear  and  tear  of  Table  Ray,  befides 
the  conveniency  of  careening  and  repairing  ;  and,  above  all,  the 
perfect  fafety  in  which  they  would  remain  in  all  winds  and  at 
all  feafons  of  the  year. 

There  can  be  little  doubt,  if  a  naval  eftablifhment  was  once 
formed  at  Saldanha  Bay,  that  many  coafting  veffels  and  fifhing 
fhips  would  be  constructed  here,  as  it  affords  every  convenience 
that  could  be  required  for  building  mips,  which  would  be  the 
means  of  increafing  the  coafting  trade,  and  efpecially  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  timber,  the  produce  of  the  colony.  Whether  any  of 
the  foreft  trees  of  South  Africa  are  fuitable  for  building  ihips 
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feems,  as  yet,  a  doubtful  matter.  Hitherto  they  have  not  had 
any  trial.  With  refpecl:  to  fize  and  form  they  are  liable  to  no 
objections,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that,  by  felling  them 
at  a  proper  time,  and  feafoning  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  the 
climate  may  require,  they  would  be  found  to  anfwer  all  the 
purpofes  that  might  be  wanted,  not  only  for  the  hull  of  a  fhip 
but  alfo  for  marts  and  yards.  So  little  did  they  know,  in  the 
Cape,  of  the  refources  of  the  colony,  with  refpeet  to  the  tim- 
ber, that  of  the  forty-four  diftinct  fpecies  of  foreft  trees,  of 
the  wood  of  which  I  procured  fpecimens,  that  were  delivered 
to  Government  by  Lord  Macartney,  not  more  than  fix  or 
eight  were  in  partial  ufe ;  of  the  reft  the  names  even  were  un- 
known. 

The  only  bay  within  the  limits  of  the  colony,  to  the  north- 
ward, is  that  of  Saint  Helena,  which,  by  land  from  Hoetjes 
Bay  is  little  more  than  fifteen  miles.  In  fhape  and  fituation  it 
refembles  Table  Bay,  but  wants  the  attractions  of  the  latter  both 
in  refpeet  of  the  quality  of  the  contiguous  land  and  the  quantity 
of  water.  Whalers  fometimes  anchor  in  this  bay,  where,  from  the 
remote  and  undifturbed  fituation,  fo  many  whales  conftantly  refort 
in  the  winter  months,  that  they  feldom  find  any  difficulty  of 
making  up  the  deficiency  of  their  cargo.  It  might  be  prudent, 
however,  in  the  power  who  pofTefles  the  Cape,  to  have  a  guard 
frigate  ftationed  in  this  bay,  and  another  in  Algoa  Bay. 
The  other  parts  of  the  coaft  are  of  lefs  confequence.  They 
are  frequented  only  by  the  whale  nmers  of  America,  and  ad- 
venturers from  London. 


With 
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With  all  the  imperfections  of  this  fouthern  angle  of  Africa, 
with  regard  to  its  bays  and  conveniences  for  fhipping,  its  geo- 
graphical pofition  on  the  globe  will  always  render  it  a  power- 
ful inftrument  in  the  hands  of  a  maritime  nation  to  direct 
the  commerce  of  India  and  China  into  new  channels,  to  enrich 
its  owners,  and  to  diftrefs  their  enemies. 
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CHAP.  V, 

Importance  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  confidered  in  a  com- 
mercial Point  of  View,  and  as  a  Depot  for  the  Southern 
Whale  Fifhery. 

Intention  of  the  United  States  in  forming  the  Settlement. — Commerce  difcouraged. — ■ 
R'fng  Profperity  of  the  Colony  checked. —  Confequences  of  its  becoming  a  Free  Port. 

— American  Trade  Ships  under  neutral  Flags  and  Britifh  Capitals.— Situation  of 

Bat  avian  Republic  refpetling  the  Cape.-— Inter  efls  of  the  Eajl  India  Company. — 
Cape  confidered  as  an  Emporium  of  Eaflern  Produce — Objections  to  it — attended  with 
Lofs  to  the  Croivn — and  Injury  to  the  London  Market. — Remedy.  —  Trade  from  the 
Cape — to  the  Wefl  Indies— to  the  Brazils — at  the  Difcretion  of  the  Company. — Ame- 
rica— Holland — France — Advantages  of  the  Cape  as  furni/hing  Exports — Grain 
and  Pulfe — Wine  and  Brandy — Wool — Hides  and  Skins — Whale  Oil  and  Bone — 
dried  Fruits— fait  Provifions — Soap  and  Candles — Aloes — Ivory — Tobacco.— Total 
Value  of  Exports  in  four  Tears — Imports  from  England  -what— from  India  and 
China — by  foreign  Nations.— Table  of  Imports.— Balance  of  Imports  over  Exports. 
— State  of  the  Colony. — Relapfe  into  Poverty. — Commercial  Advantages  not  Im- 
portant to  Great  Britain— confidered  as  a  Depot  for  the  Southern  Whale  Fi/hery. — 
Efabli/hment  of  this  Fi/hery — might  be  excluftvely  in  our  Hands  through  the  Cape 
— Black  Whale — Spermaceti. — Bounties. — Seal  Fifhery  in  the  Hands  of  Americans 
—Inducement  for  them  to  difpofe  of  their  Skins. — Conclufton. 

"^HE  original  intention  of  the  United  Provinces,  in  forming 
a  fettlement  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  was  that  of  its 
■being  a  place  of  refrefliment  for  the  fhipping  of  their  Eaffc 
India  Company,  beyond  which  they  thought  it  not  prudent  to 
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extend  its  ufe  till  very  lately,  after  they  had  perceived  the  ad- 
vantages it  poUeffed  as  a  military  depot  for  forming  and  pre- 
paring their  troops,  which  were  intended  to  ferve  in  their  In- 
dian fettlements.  It  was,  at  the  fame  time,  permitted  to  foreign 
fhips  to  refit  and  refrefh  at  the  Cape,  on  payment  of  certain  port 
fees  that  were  by  no  means  extravagant.  But  as  the  fupplying 
of  fuch  fhips  with  provifions  was  a  lucrative  monopoly,  ac- 
quired by  favour  or  purchafed  for  a  fum  of  money,  the  prices 
paid  by  foreigners  were  never  lefs  than  double,  and  oftimes  tre- 
ble, of  thofe  paid  by  the  inhabitants.  Hence  little  encour- 
agement was  held  out  for  foreign  mips  to  call  at  the  Cape, 
befide  that  of  getting  water  and  a  few  refrefhments  for  their 
crews. 

All  commerce,  except  fuch  as  was  brought  in  Dutch  bottoms, 
was  deemed  clandeftine  and  contraband ;  yet,  fuch  illicit  trade 
was  not  only  winked  at,  but  encouraged,  by  the  fervants  of  the 
Company,  whofe  falaries^  indeed,  were  fo  fmall,  that  they  could 
not  fubfift  their  families  upon  them.  The  fupplies,  alfo,  for 
the  Cape,  of  which  the  Company  referved  to  itfelf  the  exclufive 
privilege  of  furniming,  both  from  Europe  and  India,  were  fome- 
times  fo  fcantily  and  fo  tardily  brought  in,  that  the  inhabit- 
ants were  under  the  neceffity  of  fmuggling  certain  articles  of 
daily  confumption  out  of  foreign  fhips  for  their  immediate  ufe. 

As  the  Eaft  India  Company  confidered  the  Cape  in  no  other 
light  than  as  a  conveniency  to  their  commerce  and  their  fettle- 
ments in  the  Eaft  Indies,  to  which  point  all  their  regulations 
refpe&ing  it  tended,  their  fyftem  of  policy  feemed  to  require 
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that  every  impediment  mould  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  its  be- 
coming a  nourifhing  fettlement.  The  petty  traffic  they  referved 
for  themfelves,  or  allowed  their  fervants  to  carry  on,  at  this 
place,  confifted  in  an  exchange  of  colonial  produce  for  the  ma- 
nufactures of  Europe  and  India.  And  this  traffic  was  not  only 
a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  the  Company  or  fome  of  its  fer- 
vants, but  a  fixed  price  or  what  is  ufually  called  a  7naximum  was 
impofed  both  on  imports  and  exports.  Other  regulations,  that 
were  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  colony,  were  little  cal- 
culated to  promote  its  profperity ;  and,  although  many  of  thefe 
were  altered  and  modified  from  time  to  time,  on  the  reprefenta- 
tions  ai  d  remonftrances  of  that  part  of  the  inhabitants,  not  en- 
gaged in  the  fervice  of  the  Company,  yet  few  of  them  were 
productive  of  public  benefit.  The  influence  of  the  Company's 
fervants  was  always  fufficient  to  counteract  the  operation  of  any 
meafure  that  promifed  to  be  more  advantageous  to  the  general 
interefts  of  the  colony,  than  to  the  individual  benefit  of  thofe 
entrufted  with  the  government. 

There  cannot  be  a  ftronger  proof  of  this  being  the  cafe  than 
the  general  profperity  that  prevailed  under  the  Britifh  Govern- 
ment ;  when,  in  the  courfe  of  fix  years,  with  the  adminiftration 
of  the  fame  political  fyftem  referved  to  them  by  the  capitula- 
tion, except  in  fo  far  as  regarded  the  abolifhment  of  monopolies, 
which  were  nearly  done  away,  the  public  revenues  were  more 
than  doubled,  without  an  additional  tax  or  increafe  of  rents ; 
and  property  in  the  town  was  alfo  raifed  to  nearly  the  double  of 
its  former  value. 
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The  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  in  fad,  were  jealous  of  efta- 
bli/hing  a  power  at  the  Cape  which,  by  too  great  encourage- 
ment, might,  in  time,   {hake  off  their  yoke  in  Europe,  and 
overawe  their  fettlements  in  India.    For,  although  the  whole 
population  of  the  colony,  exclufive  of  flaves  and  Hottentots, 
barely  amounted  to  20,000  fouls,  men,  women,  and  children, 
which  were  fcattered  over  an  extent  of  country  whofe  dimen- 
fions  are  not  lefs  than  550  by  230  Englifh  miles,  yet,  as  it  was 
not  convenient  for  the  Government  to  keep  up  a  great  force  at 
the  Cape,  thefe  colonifts,  few  as  they  were,  felt  themfelves  fuf- 
ficiently  ftrong  to  give  it,  at  leaft,  a  good  deal  of  trouble.  Nor, 
indeed,  could  it  always  place  a  firm  dependence  on  the  forces 
that  were  ftationed  there,  thefe  being  chiefly  hired  troops,  of 
which  both  officers  and  men  entered  frequently  into  family  con- 
nections with  the  inhabitants.    Thus  circumftanced,  it  would 
have  been  no  difficult  matter  for  the  colonifts  to  cut  off,  at  any 
time,  thofe  refrefhments,  without  which  the  Ihips  of  their  Eaft 
India  Company  would  be  unable  to  proceed  on  their  voyage  to 
India. 

The  Dutch  fettlers  feemed  to  be  fully  aware  of  their  advantage 
in  this  refpedt  in  making  their  late  weak  attempt  at  independence, 
which,  though  then  unfuccefsful,  they  may  again  feel  themfelves 
inclined  to  renew,  if,  at  a  peace,  their  old  mafters  fhould  be  al- 
lowed to  retain  the  colony.  The  prefent  weaknefs  and  ex- 
haufted  finances  of  the  Batavian  Republic,  will  not  be  able  to 
fupport  even  the  fame  degree  of  authority  over  its  fubje&s  here 
as  before  j  and  the  Afiatic  Council,  on  finding  themfelves  no 
bnger  capable  of  holding  the  government  of  the  Cape,  as  a 
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conveniency  to  their  trade,  might,  probably,  be  the  Iefs  fcrupu- 
lous  in  rendering  it  a  mifchievous  agent  againft  us.  Indeed,  ex- 
clufive  of  any  vindictive  motives,  they  might,  -  perhaps,  be 
tempted  by  the  brilliant  idea  of  eftablifhing  a  free  mart  of  im- 
port and  export  at  the  extremity  of  Africa ;  which,  like  another 
Tyre  or  Alexandria,  mould  concentrate  in  itfelf  the  refources  and 
fupplies  of  every  other  region  of  the  globe. 

The  idea  of  declaring  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  a  free  port  was 
fuggefted,  and,  in  all  probability,  might  have  been  carried,  at 
the  late  negociations  at  Amiens,  had  not  the  interference  of  the 
Britifli  cabinet  wifely  counteracted  a  meafure  which,  though 
profitable  to  fpeculators  and  the  inferior  nations  of  Europe 
trading  to  the  Eaft,  rauft  infallibly  have  proved  ruinous  to  the 
concerns  of  the  Englilh  United  Company  of  merchants  trading 
to  the  Eaft  Indies.  The  fales  of  Leadenhall-ftreet  would  fuffer 
beyond  calculation,  were  fuch  a  meafure  to  be  adopted  by  the 
Dutch ;  and  of  all  nations  the  Englilh  would  be  the  laft  to  be- 
nefit by  it ;  whilft  the  Danes,  Swedes,  Spaniards,  and  Portu- 
gueze  would  find  their  advantage  in  purchafing  cargoes  of  India 
and  China  goods  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  at  a  moderate  ad- 
vance and  without  duties,  in  preference  of  applying  to  the  Lon- 
don market,  where  they  are  liable  to  duties  or  puzzled  with 
drawbacks  ;  or  rather  than  profecute  the  long  and  expenfive  voy- 
age through  the  Eaftern  Seas. 

In  like  manner  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that,  at  a  general  peace> 
the  French,  having  neither  credit  nor  capital  of  their  own,  will 
not  only,  by  means  of  the  Cape,  confolidate  a  force  in  the  Ifles  of 
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France  and  Bourbon  to  be  ready  to  ac"t  againft  us  and  to  dlllurb 
the  tranquillity  of  our  Indian  fettlements,  but  that  they  will 
likewife  oblige  the  Dutch  to  allow  an  emporium  of  Eaftern  pro- 
duce at  this  extremity  of  Africa  for  the  fupply  of  foreign  na- 
tions, and  particularly  of  the  Spaniards  and  Portugueze  on  the 
Brazil  coaft,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  interefb  of  the  Britiih  Eaft 
India  Company. 

It  was  an  opinion,  at  one  time,  pretty  generally  entertained, 
that  by  reafon  of  the  long  and  expenfive  voyage  to  India,  and 
of  the  moderate  profits  with  which  the  Company  was  fatisfied, 
the  throwing  open  of  the  India  trade  would  be  lefs  injurious  to 
the  interefts  of  the  Company  than  ruinous  to  the  concerns  of 
the  private  merchant  who  might  be  induced  to  engage  in  it. 
Yet  we  fee  great  numbers  of  mips  every  year  proceeding,  even 
as  far  as  China,  under  foreign  flags,  but  with  Britiih  capitals  ; 
and  it  is  certain  that  the  Americans,  with  very  fmall  mips  and 
proportionate  capitals,  find  their  account  in  the  India  and  China 
trade,  exclufive  of  that  part  which  employs  them  in  carrying- 
home  the  private  property  of  individuals,  who  have  enriched 
themfelves  in  India.    The  Americans,  with  the  returns  of  their 
lumber  cargo,  which  they  can  always  difpofe  of  at  the  Cape, 
and  the  produce  of  their  South  Sea  Fifhery  in  oil  and  feal-fkins, 
will  always  be  able  to  purchafe  a  cargo  of  China  goods,  part  of 
which  they  may  find  convenient  to  difpofe  of  at  the  Cape  on  the 
return-voyage,  in  exchange  for  wine  and  brandy.    With  the 
reft  they  not  only  fupply  the  Weft  Indian  and  American  pof- 
feiTions  of  foreign  powers,  as  well  as  the  markets  of  their  own 
extenfive  country,  but  it  is  well  known  they  have,  of  late  years, 
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very  materially  checked  the  re-exportation  of  India  and  China 
goods  from  England  to  our  own  iflands  in  the  Atlantic. 

It  is  obviou^  then,  that  the  Americans,  by  trading  direct  to 
India  and  China,  can  afford  to  underfell  the  Englifh  Weft  India 
merchants  in  our  own  iflands,  notwithftanding  the  drawbacks 
allowed  on  export  from  Leadenhall-ftreet ;  and,  confequently, 
that  they  may  find  their  advantage  in  being  allowed  to  difpofe 
of  the  whole  or  part  of  their  cargoes  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ; 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  Britifh  Eaft  India  Company  and  the  en- 
couragement of  Englifh  fmugglers,  of  which,  indeed,  the  direc- 
tors were  not  without  their  apprehenfions,  even  whilft  the  Cape 
remained  in  our  hands  as  a  dependency  of  the  crown. 

And  if  the  Americans  can  contrive  to  make  this  a  beneficial 
commerce,  under  all  the  difadvantages  of  working  up  a  capital 
to  trade  with  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  protracted  voyage,  how 
much  more  fo  will  fhips,  under  neutral  flags  and  Englifh  ca- 
pitals, carry  on  a  lucrative  trade  to  and  from  the  fouthern  em- 
porium of  Africa ;  more  injurious,  in  proportion  as  they  are 
more  active,  than  the  fhips  actually  employed  by  foreign 
merchants  ? 

Here,  then,  is  another  cogent  reafon  that,  one  might  fuppofe, 
would  have  had  fome  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  directors, 
and  have  operated  fo  far,  at  leaft,  as  to  have  compelled  them  to 
ftate  to  Government  the  danger  to  their  concerns  of  relinquifh- 
ing  the  Cape  ;  whereas  the  indifference  they  thought  fit  to  af- 
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fume,  though  too  affected  to  be  real,  unfortunately  had  the  ill 
effect  of  difparaging  and  undervaluing  it  in  the  eyes  of  the  na- 
tion. If  they  fhould  be  inclined  to  plead  a  want  of  information 
with  regard  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  let  them  recoriecl:  that,  under 
the  administration  of  Lord  Bute,  after  the  preliminaries  of  peace 
had*been  figned  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  latter  was  inftru&ed, 
at  the  inftance  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  to  alter  an  article  that 
related  to  the  Carnatic,  or  to  break  off  the  negotiation  j  and 
the  article  was  altered  accordingly.  Thus  might  it  alfo  have 
been  with  regard  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  had  the  directors 
confulted  the  real  interefts  of  the  Eaft  India  Company.  But,  as 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  that,  though  late,  they  have  feen  their 
error,  and  that  they  are  now  convinced  the  Cape  muft  either 
become  a  Britifh  territory,  or  their  interefts  will  very  materially 
fuffer ;  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  (hew  themfelves  as  folicitous 
to  remove  the  evil  as  they  were  before  indifferent  in  preventing 
it ;  for  fhould  the  prefent  opportunity  be  allowed  to  flip,  Tempus 
erit  magno  cum  opiaverit  emptum. 

What  the  Dutch  meant  to  have  done  with  it,  had  not  the 
prefent  war  broken  our,  is  uncertain.  I  was  told,  from  good 
authority,  that  their  intention  was  to  give  it  a  fair  trial  of  ten  or 
twelve  years,  unclogged  and  unfettered  ;  to  endeavour  to  raife 
it,  by  every  encouragement,  to  its  greateft  poffible  value  as  a 
territorial  pofTeffion  ;  to  admit  the  commerce  of  all  nations  on 
equal  terms  with  their  own,  and  to  allow  an  influx  of  fettlers 
from  Europe ;  if,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  the  revenues  were 
not  fo  far  improved  as  not  only  to  meet  the  ordinary  and  con- 
tingent 
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tingent  expences  of  the  eftablifhment  and  the  garrifon,  but  to 
produce  a  furplus  for  the  ufe  of  the  State,  that  they  mould 
then  confider  how  to  difpofe  of  it  to  the  beft  advantage. 

All  mips  were,  accordingly,  admitted  to  an  entry  of  Euro- 
pean, American,  or  Indian  produce  and  manufactures,  on  pay- 
ment of  a  duty  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  invoice  prices;  and  all 
Indian  goods,  teas  and  fpices  excepted,  were  fuffered  to  be  again 
exported  on  a  drawback  of  the  fame  amount  as  the  duty.  How 
far  fuch  a  regulation  may  interfere,  in  time  of  peace,  with  the 
interefts  of  our  Eaft  India  Company,  I  am  not  fufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  the  fubject  to  determine  ;  but  it  would  feem  to 
open  a  wide  door  for  fmuggling  Indian  commodities  into  Eu- 
rope, under  Engliih  capitals,  to  an  amount  that  rauft  be  alarm- 
ing to  the  Directors  themfelves. 

The  operation  of  this  meafure  will  be  checked,  to  a  certain 
degree,  by  the  prefent  war,  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  may  ulti- 
mately be  the  means  of  once  more  annexing  the  fouthern  ex- 
tremity of  Africa  to  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain.  In  fuch 
an  event,  the  determination  of  fecuring  it,  at  a  peace,  will  be  a 
more  important  object  than  the  confideration  how  its  govern- 
ment is  to  be  adminiftered  ;  whether  as  a  dependency  of  the 
crown,  or  as  a  territorial  pofleffion  o£  the  Eaft  India  Company. 
The  interefts,  indeed,  of  the  two,  are  fo  intimately  connected, 
that  any  queftion  of  privilege,  in  a  matter  of  fuch  national  im- 
portance, is  a  mere  fecondary  confideration,  and  ought,  there- 
fore, to  bend  to  circumftances.  The  interefts  of  the  Company, 
during  our  late  tenure,  were,  as  I  have  fhewn,  fecured  and 
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promoted  in  every  refpect.  They  had  their  agent  eftablifhed  at 
the  Cape,  and  not  the  fmalleft  article  of  Eaftern  produce,  not 
even  the  mod  trifling  prefent,  was  allowed  on  any  confideration 
to  be  landed,  without  a  pofitive  declaration,  in  writing,  from 
their  faid  agent,  that  the  landing  of  fuch  article  did  not  interfere 
with,  nor  was  in  any  (hape  injurious  to,  the  concerns  of  his  em- 
ployers. It  was,  indeed,  one  of  the  firft  objects  of  the  crown, 
after  taking  pofieffion,  to  confult  the  interefts  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company  in  every  point  of  view  ;  not  only  in  providing  for 
their  conveniency  and  fecurity,  by  its  happy  pofition  and  local 
afcendancy,  but  by  opening  a  new  market  and  intermediate 
depofitary  for  their  trade  and  commodities.  It  was  even  pro- 
pofed  to  place  the  cuftom-houfe  under  their  lble  direction,  in 
order  to  preclude  any  grounds  of  complaint.  In  a  word,  in 
every  point  of  view,  except  that  of  appointing  the  civil  eftabliih- 
ment,  the  Cape  might  have  actually  been  confidcred  as  a  fettle- 
ment  of  the  Eaft  India  Company. 

Leaving,  however,  the  queftion  of  privilege  to  be  difcufied  by 
thofe  who  are  better  informed,  and  more  interefted  in  its  de- 
cifion  than  myfelf,  I  proceed  to  enquire, 

To  what  extent  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  might  have  been 
rendered  advantageous  to  the  interefts  of  the  Britifh  empire,  as 
an  emporium  of  Eaftern  produce? — as  furnifhing  articles  of  ex- 
port for  confumption  in  Europe  and  the  Weft  Indies  ? — as  taking, 
in  exchange  for  colonial  produce,  articles  of  Britifh  growth  and 
manufacture  ? 
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And,  laftly,  to  confider  the  important  advantages  that  might 
be  derived  from  it,  as  a  central  depot  for  the  Southern  Whale 
Fifhery. 

It  is  a  point  of  too  intricate  and  nice  a  nature  for  me  to  de- 
cide, how  far  it  might  be  advifeable  for  Great  Britain  to  efta- 
blilh  at  the  Cape  an  entrepot  for  Indian  produce,  in  the  handd, 
and  under  the  direction,  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  mall, 
therefore,  content  myfelf  with  barely  fuggefting  fome  of 
the  probable  confequences  that  might  refult  from  fuch  a 
meafure. 

The  grand  objection  againft  making  the  Cape  an  emporium 
between  Europe  and  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  between  the  Weft 
Indies,  America,  and  Afia,  is  the  prejudice  it  would  neceflarily 
occafion  to  the  fales  of  Leadenhall-ftreet,  and  the  confequent 
diminution  of  his  Majefty's  cuftoms ;  for,  though  the  Eaft  India 
Company  might  be  made  refponfible  to  the  crown  for  the  du- 
ties on  the  amount  of  its  fales  at  the  Cape,  yet  the  intention  of 
the  emporium  would  entirely  be  defeated,  if  the  duties  demanded 
there  fo  far  enhanced  the  value  of  the  Indian  commodities,  as 
to  make  it  equally  eligible  for  foreign  fhipping  to  proceed  to 
India,  or  to  refort  to  the  London  market.  And  if  thefe  duties 
were  reduced,  it  would  obvioufly  be  attended  with  a  lofs  to  the 
revenues  of  the  crown  j  unlefs,  indeed,  the  augmentation  of 
the  fales,  in  confequence  of  the  meafure,  mould  be  found  to  be 
adequate  to  the  reduction  of  the  duties. 
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It  is  liable  alfo  to  another  objection,  grounded  on  the  detri- 
ment that  would  enfue  to  the  London  market  in  general.  It  is 
certain  that  foreign  merchants,  purchafing  goods  at  Leadenhall- 
ftreet,  find  their  advantage  by  laying  in,  at  the  fame  time  and 
fending  in  the  fame  (hip,  an  aflbrted  cargo,  the  produce  of  our 
colonies  and  the  manufactures  of  Britain.  Now  if  thele  mer- 
chants could  contrive  to  purchafe  Indian  articles  at  a  cheaper 
market  than  that  of  London,  they  might  alfo  be  induced  to 
make  up  their  cargo  with  other  articles  at  the  fame  place,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  London  trader. 

Thefe  objections  may,  perhaps,  Iofe  much  of  their  weight  by 
the  following  confiderations.  The  Eaft  India  Company's  trade, 
according  to  the  Directors'  own  account,  is  fully  competent  to 
the  whole  fupply  of  the  Eaft  India  and  China  markets,  in  com- 
modities of  European  growth  and  manufacture  :  and  they  are 
fatisfied  in  fupplying  the  demands  of  thofe  markets  merely  with- 
out a  lofs,  in  order  to  monopolize  the  trade  and  cut  out  foreign 
nations,  who  are  thus  obliged  to  purchafe  cargoes  chiefly  in 
exchange  for  fpecie.  Even  the  privilege  of  3000  tons  allowed 
to  the  private  merchant,  by  the  terms  of  the  Company's  late 
charter,  is  faid  never  to  be  filled  up  j  to"  fuch  a  low  rate  have 
they  reduced  the  prices  of  European  articles  in  India  and  China, 
that  the  private  trader  finds  no  advantage  in  fending  goods  on 
his  own  account,  on  a  moderate  freight,  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  Americans  are  the  only  nation 
who,  by  their  fiflieries,  are  enabled  to  work  themfelves  inta  & 
cargo  to  exchange  for  India  and  China  goods  j  with  which  they 
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ftipply  their  own  colonies  and  the  Weft  India  iflands,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  fales  of  the  Britifli  Eaft  India  Company. 

It  will  refult,  from  thefe  confiderations,  that  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  upon  the  fame  plan,  could  fnpply  their  emporium  at 
the  Gape  with  the  produce  and  manufa&ures  of  Great  Britain  to 
any  amount,  and  at  fo  cheap  a  rate  as  to  uqderfell  any  other  na- 
tion. That  the  Americans,  finding  no  longer  a  market  at  the 
Cape  for  their  lumber  cargoes,  would  confine  their  export  trade 
to  articles  of  peltry  and  ginfeng,  which  they  might  be  induced 
to  bring  to  the  emporium  in  exchange  for  teas,  nankeen  cloth, 
and  muflins,  at  a  moderate  advance  price,  fuch  as  would  not 
make  it  worth  their  while  to  proceed  to  India  and  China.  That 
other  foreign  nations,  trading  to  this  emporium,  might  be  ac- 
commodated there  with  Britifli  goods  and  manufactures,  nearly 
on  the  fame  terms  as  in  London,  to  make  up  an  aflbrted  cargo. 
That  a  very  extenfive  trade  might  be  opened  with  the  coaft  of 
Brazil  and  the  ports  of  South  America,  both  in  Indian  commo- 
dities and  articles  of  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  Great  Bri- 
tain; thofe  ports,  on  that  continent,  belonging  to  Portugal 
being  now  fupplied.  through  Lifbon  at  an  enormous  high  rate  ; 
and  thofe  of  Spain,  frequently  without  any  fupply  at  all,  but 
what  they  receive  from  Englifh  whalers  and  others  in  a  clandes- 
tine manner. 

The  amount  of  European  and  Indian  goods  (the  latter  chiefly 
prize  articles)  exported  from  the  Cape  in  the  laft  four  years,  ge- 
nerally in  Portugueze  mips  by  Englifli  adventurers,  or  in  Englifh 
whalers,  for  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  the  Weft  India  iflands,  and  Mo- 
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zambique,  was  about  850,000  rix  dollars,  or  170,000  pounds 
currency.  On  the  articles  of  European  growth  and  manufac- 
ture, whofe  value  might  amount  to  about  half  of  the  above 
fum,  there  muft  have  been  a  very  confiderable  profit  to  the 
private  merchant  at  the  Cape,  beyond  what  would  be  required 
by  the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  confequently  they  muft  have 
been  fold  at  a  high  rate.  Yet,  under  thefe  difadvantages,  the 
trade  to  the  coaft  of  Brazil  might  have  been  extended  to  many 
times  the  amount. 

As  in  the  cafe  of  the  Cape  becoming  a  commercial  depot  in 
the  hands  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  the  confumption,  in  Spa- 
nifh  and  Portugueze  America,  of  Eaftern  produce,  would  in- 
creafe  to  a  very  great  extent,  for  all  which  they  would  pay  in 
fpecie ;  and  as  the  Company  feel  the  greateft  want  of  fpecie  for 
their  China  trade,  and  ftill  more  for  the  neceflary  ufes  of  their 
Indian  empire,  the  fupply  of  hard  money  they  would  thus  ob- 
tain, would  confiderably  leffen,  if  not  entirely  put  an  end  to, 
the  difficulties  under  which  they  now  labour  on  that  account. 
And  the  additional  quantities  of  Indian  produce  and  manufac- 
tures that  would  be  required  for  this  new  channel  of  trade 
might  prove,  in  fome  degree,  an  indemnity  to  the  natives  of 
India  for  what  the  Company  draw  from  them  in  the  fhape  of 
revenue  to  be  fent  to  Europe. 

The  quantity  of  European  and  Indian  produce  confumed  in 
South  America  is  by  no  means  trifling.  I  obferved  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro  a  whole  ftreet,  confifting  of  mops,  and  every  mop  filled 
with  Indian  muffins  and  Manchefter  goods,  which,  having 
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come  throngh  Lifbon,  were  offered,  of  courfe,  at  enormous  high 
prices.  The  trade,  it  is  true,  that  fublifts  between  England  and 
Portugal,  might  render  it  prudent  not  materially  to  interfere 
with  the  Portugueze  fettlements;  but  the  cafe  is  very  different 
with  regard  to  thofe  of  Spain.  The  Mother  Country,  more 
intent  upon  drawing  fpecie  from  the  mine  than  in  promoting 
the  happinefs  of  its  fubje&s  in  this  part  of  the  world,  by  en- 
couraging trade  and  honeft  induftry,  fuffers  them  to  remain 
frequently  without  any  fupply  of  European  produce  and  manu- 
facture. It  is  no  uncommon  thing,  I  underftand,  to  fee  the 
inhabitants  of  Spanifh  America  with  filver  buckles,  clafps  and 
buttons,  filver  ftirrups  and  bits  to  their  bridles,  whilft  the  whole 
of  their  clothing  are  not  worth  a  fingle  (hilling.  The  whalers, 
who-  intend  to  make  the  coafts  of  Lima  and  Peru,  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  this  circumftance,  and  generally  carry  out  with, 
them  a  quantity  of  ready  made  fecond-hand  clothing,  which, 
they  difpofe  of  at  a  high  rate  in  exchange  for  Spanifh  dollars. 
All  this  branch  of  trade  might,  with  great  advantage  to  both 
parties,  be  carried  on  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  emporium,  therefore,  being  fupplied  by  the  Eaft  India 
Company  with  European  goods,  as  well  as  with  India  and  China 
commodities,  the  firft  to  be  fold  at  a  very  fmall  advance  on  the 
London  market  price,  and  the  latter  exempt,  or  nearly  fo,  from 
all  duties,  might  be  the  means  of  putting  a  flop  to  the  clan- 
deftine  traders  upon  Britifh  capitals,  but  navigating  under  neu- 
tral colours,  which  has  long  been  a  fubjedt  of  unavailing  com- 
plaint. The  Directors  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  would,  no 
doubt,  be  able  to  decide  as  to  the  rate  at  which  it  would  be 
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worth  the  while  of  thefe  adventurers  to  make  their  purchafes 
at  the  Cape,  rather  than  continue  their  voyage  to  India  or 
China. 

Such  an  entrepot  might  likewife  be  the  means  of  opening  a 
lucrative  branch  of  trade  with  the  Weft  Indies ;  a  trade  that 
would  not  only  put  a  ftop  to  that  which,  of  late  years,  the  Ame- 
ricans have  fo  fuccefsfully  carried  on,  but  might  open  a  new 
fource  for  colonial  produce,  efpecially  for  its  wines,  which, 
with  a  little  more  attention  and  management  in  the  manufacture, 
might  be  made  to  fuperfede  thofe  of  Madeira,  that  are  now 
confumed  there  to  a  very  confiderable  amount,  notwithftanding 
their  enormous  prices,  which  limit  their  confumption  to  the 
higher  ranks  of  the  iflanders.  Good  Cape  Madeira  might  be 
delivered,  at  any  of  the  Weft  India  iflands,  at  lefs  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  expence  of  real  Madeira. 

A  new  branch  of  trade  might  alfo  be  opened  between  the 
Cape  and  New  South  Wales,  the  latter  fupplying  the  former 
with  coals,  of  which  they  have  lately  difcovered  abundant 
mines,  in  exchange  for  wine,  cattle,  butter,  and  articles  of 
clothing. 

If,  however,  the  Eaft  India  Company,  after  making  the  ex- 
periment, fhould  find  it  injurious  to  its  interefts  to  continue  the 
Cape  as  an  emporium  for  Indian  produce  ;  it  will  always  be  in 
its  power  to  reduce  it  to  the  fame  ftate  in  which  it  remained 
whilft  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch  ;  to  clog  it  as  much  as  poffible 
with  duties  and  difficulties,  fufficient  to  deter  all  (hips,  except 
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their  own,  from  trading  to  it ;  and,  in  fliort,  to  allow  them  no 
other  commerce  than  the  purchafe  of  provifions  in  exchange  for 
bills  or  hard  money.  It  will  always  be  at  their  difcretion  to 
admit  or  to  fend  away  all  foreign  adventurers.  By  the  exifting 
laws  of  the  colony,  no  perfon  can  refide  there,  but  by  fpecial 
licence  ;  and  the  Governor  is  authorized  to  fend  away  whomfo- 
ever  he  may  be  inclined  to  confider  as  an  improper  perfon  to 
remain  in  the  fettlement. 

If  the  experiment  mould  fucceed,  the  obvious  refult  would 
be  an  exclufive  trade  to  India  and  China  vefted  in  the  Englifh 
Eaft  India  Company.  The  commerce  carried  on  by  the  Ame- 
ricans, their  only  dangerous  rivals  at  prefent,  would  be  diverted 
into  another  channel,  or,  at  all  events,  would  fuffer  a  confider- 
able  reduction.  Should  the  Dutch  ever  rife  again  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  they  would  find  it  expedient  to  court  the 
friendfhip  and  alliance  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Eaft  ;  and,  in  the 
prefent  lew  Mate  of  their  finances,  would  be  well  fatisfied  with 
the  exclufive  privilege  of  the  fpice-trade,  and  with  any  portion 
of  the  carrying-trade  that  Great  Britain  might  think,  proper  to 
affign  to  them.  Any  encroachment  on  the  part  of  this  nation 
might  eafily  be  checked  by  a  refufal  of  the  ufual  accommoda- 
tions at  the  Cape,  without  which  their  trade  and  navigation  to 
the  Eaftern  Seas  muft  totally  be .  fuperfeded.  If,  at  a  peace, 
they  are  to  become  a  dependency  of  France,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, the  Cape  in  our  hands  will  always  enable  us  to  cramp 
their  commerce  to  the  eaftward.  As  to  France,  having  neither 
credit  nor  capital,  without  (hipping  and  without  manufactures, 
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its  trade  to  the  Safl  will,  in  the  nature  of  tilings,  be  inconfider- 
able  for  a  long  time.  Her  firft  object  will  be  to  fend  out  troops 
and  ftores  to  endeavour  to  deftroy,  at  fome  future  period,  our 
trade  and  pofleffions  in  India,  which  fhe  has  long  regarded  with 
envy  and  jealoufy — and  we  have  already  fhewn  how  far  the 
Cape  may  be  inftrumental  in  checking  or  in  forwarding,  ac- 
cording to  the  power  who  holds  it,  her  projects  in  this  part  of 
the  world. 

I  now  proceed  to  inquire  to  what  extent  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  may  be  confidered  as  advantageous  to  the  interefts  of  the 
Britifh  nation,  by  furnifhing  articles  of  export  for  general  con- 
fumption  in  Europe  and  the  Weft  Indies.  Its  importance,  in 
this  point  of  view,  will  readily  be  decided  from  the  ftatement 
of  a  few  fimple  facts  collected  from  the  cuftom-houfe  books, 
together  with  the  fupplies  that  were  confumed  by  the  army,  the 
navy,  and  the  inhabitants  during  our  pofleffion.  It  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  however,  that  no  true  eftimate  can  be  formed  from  fuch 
ftatement  of  what  the  colony  is  capable  of  producing,  cramped 
as  it  always  has  been  by  reftrictive  regulations,  which  the  indo- 
lent difpofitions  of  the  fettlers  tended  but  too  much  to  cherifli ; 
and,  therefore,  that  the  following  account  of  colonial  produce 
actually  confumed  and  exported,  is  not  to  be  taken  as  the 
ftandard  meafure  of  its  worth,  as  a  territorial  pofTeffion,  nor 
confidered  as  any  comparative  quantity  of  what  it  might  fupply, 
•when  governed  by  a  fyftem  of  falutary  laws,  and  inhabited  by 
aa  induftrious  and  intelligent  race  of  men. 
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The  chief  articles  of  colonial  growth  and  produce,  confutned 
upon  the  fpot  and  exported  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  Europe,  and 
America,  may  be  comprized  under  the  following  heads : 

Grain  and  Pulfe 
Wine  and  Brandy 
Wool 

Hides  and  Skins 
Whale  Oil  and  Bone 
Dried  Fruits 

I  mall  take  a  mort  view  of  each  of  thefe  articles  feparately. 

Grain  and  Pulse. 

The  wheat  produced  at  the  Cape  is  faid  to  be  as  good  and 
heavy  as  that  of  moft  other  parts  of  the  world.    A  load  of  this 
grain  confifts  of  ten  tnuids  or  facks,  «qual  to  31  Winchefter 
buftiels :    and  a  muid,   or  3^  Winchefter  bufhels,  ufually 
weighs  180  Dutch  pounds,  which  is  equal  to  191I  pounds  Eng- 
lifh.    The  returns  are  from  10  to  70,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  foil,  and  the  fupply  of  water.    Mr.  Duckitt,  the  Englifh 
farmer,  informed  me  that  he  obtained  feventy  for  one  from  a 
new  fort  of  wheat,  of  a  fmall  hard  grain,  at  the  farm  of  Klap- 
mutz,  near  the  Cape,  where  the  returns  of  the  ordinary  kind, 
fown  under  fimilar  circumftances,  were  only  eighteen  and 
twenty.    A  fmall  quantity  of  wheat  only  is  raifed  on  fuch  farms 
as  are  within  the  diftance  of  one  day's  journey  from  the  Cape, 
the  beft  part  of  the  ground  in  thofe  contiguous  to  the  peninfula 
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being  chiefly  employed  in  extenfive  vineyards;  and  ftill  lefs 
grain  is  cultivated  beyond  the  diftance  of  a  three  days'  journey 
from  the  town,  where  the  inhabitants  are  all  graziers.  The 
quantity  of  grain  that  might  be  raifed  may  be  confidered  as  in- 
definite; but  the  great  diftance  from  any  market,  the  badnefs  of 
the  roads,  and  the  weak  ftate  of  the  cattle,  will  always  operate 
againft  an  extended  cultivation.  In  addition  to  thefe  obftacles, 
the  farmer  had  no  encouragement  given  to  him  to  raife  more 
than  a  limited  quantity,  as  the  prices  were  always  fixed  by  the 
Government,  and  bore  a  proportion  to  the  ftate  of  the  harveft. 
If,  therefore,  the  harveft  happened  to  fail,  it  was  an  advantageous 
circumftance  to  the  farmer  ;  as  he  received  the  fame  money  for  a 
fmaller  quantity,  and  had  lefs  trouble  and  lefs  expence  in  bring- 
ing it  up  to  town, 

The  furplus,  purchafed  by  Government,  in  fruitful  years,  was 
laid  up  in  magazines  againft  a  feafon  of  fcarcity.  At  the  time 
of  the  capture  there  was  found  in  ftore  near  40,000  muids,  part 
of  which  was  fent  to  England  ;  but  the  following  year  not  af- 
fording a  productive  crop,  the  fcarcity  was  fo  great,  that  Go- 
vernment found  it  neceffary  to  prohibit  the  ufe  of  white  bread  5. 
nor,  fince  that  period,  has  it  been  able  to  lay  up  in  ftore  a  fingle 
bufhel  of  wheat ;  nor  to  allow  any  exportation,  beyond  what 
was  necefiary  for  the  confumption  of  the  crews  of  the  feveral 
Ihips  during  their  voyage ;  and  this  was  generally  fent  on  board, 
•in  bifcuit  and  flour,. 


The  Dutch  feldom  paid  more  than  from  20  to  40  rix  dollars 
tne  load  i  the  Englifti  never  lefs  than  from  40  to  60  rix  dollars, 
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five  of  which  make  a  pound  currency,  which,  being  paper  mo- 
ney, was  generally  20  per  cent,  under  a  pound  fterling.  The 
bakers  of  the  Cape  were  required  to  take  out  a  licence  annually, 
and  their  number  was  limited  ;  fo  that,  by  the  regulations  of  the 
police,  which,  in  this  refpect,  were  excellent,  the  inhabitants 
had  always  bread  at  a  reafonable  price. 

Barley  is  a  productive  grain  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  If 
the  rains  happen  to  fall  early,  in  the  month  of  April  for  inftance, 
there  is  no  foil,  however  impoverifhed  by  a  continual  fucceflion 
of  crops,  none,  however  mallow  and  poor,  that  will  not  yield 
a  tolerable  crop  of  barley  ;  or,  to  fpeak  more  correctly,  of  beer 
or  big ;  for  the  only  trial  of  flat-eared  barley  I  ever  faw  in  the 
colony,  was  at  the  Governor's  feat  of  Ronde-bofch^  and  it  did  not 
feem  to  promife  much  fuccefs.  The  former  is  juft  as  good  as 
the  latter  at  this  place  ;  for  the  Cape  boor,  having  always  plenty 
of  animal  food,  would  difdain  to  eat  bread  mixed  with  barley- 
meal.  The  only  ufe  that  is  made  of  it  is  to  feed  their  horfes. 
For  this  purpofe  a  great  part  of  that  which  is  grown  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Cape  is  cut  down  when  green,  juft  as  the  ear 
begins  to  fhoot ;  the  dry  barley  and  the  chaff  is  brought  from 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ifthmus.  The  number  of  horfes  kept  by 
the  Englifh,  and  the  fuperior  manner  in  which  they  were  fed, 
encouraged  the  cultivation  of  barley  to  the  prejudice  of  that  of 
wheat.  At  the  capture  of  the  colony,  the  market  price  of  bar- 
ley was  if  rix  dollar  the  muid,  but  General  Sir  James  Craig, 
feeing  the  neceflity  of  keeping  up  a  certain  number  of  cavalry 
as  part  of  the  garrifon,  and  knowing  that  this  grain  would  ne- 
ceflarily  rife  in  confequence  of  it,  made  a  voluntary  offer  of  1%. 
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rix  dollars  the  muid  in  order  to  fecure  a  certain  portion  from 
«ach  farmer  for  the  ufe  of  the  garrifon,  which  they  inftantly  ac- 
cepted. The  following  year  barley  rofe  to  five  dollars  the  muid, 
and,  at  one  time,  was  not  to  be  had  for  lefs  than  ten.  A  brewer 
of  the  name  of  Van  Reenen,  employs  a  fmall  quantity,  but  the 
beer  he  makes  is  fo  execrable,  that  none  drink  it  but  fuch  as  can- 
not afford  to  purchafe  European  beer. 

Rye  is  a  thriving  grain  at  the  Cape,  but  is  little  ufed  ex- 
cept for  cattle,  and  then  only  while  it  is  green ;  and  oats 
run  fo  much  into  ftraw,  that  they  are  fit  only  for  horfes  as  green 
fodder. 

Peas,  beans,  and  kidney  beans  are  abundantly  productive, 
and  might  be  fupplied  to  any  amount ;  but  they  are  in  little  de- 
mand except  by  fhips  that  touch  at  the  Cape.  Indian  corn  or 
maize  grows  here  fully  as  well  as  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and 
might  be  cultivated  to  any  extent ;  the  plant  for  cattle,  and  the 
prolific  heads  for  hogs  and  poultry.  The  fame  may  be  obferved 
with  regard  to  the  various  kinds  of  millet,  three  of  which  I 
cultivated  here  with  the  greateft  fuccefs,  but  neither  one  nor  the 
other  are  much  known  beyond  the  Cape  peninfula. 

The  different  kinds  of  grain  and  pulfe  that  are  brought  up 
to  Cape  Town,  except  oats,  are  fubject  to  a  certain  toll  at  the 
barrier,  which,  at  the  prices  they  bore  under  the  Dutch  Go- 
vernment, amounted  to  about  the  tythe  or  one-tenth  of  their 
value.  The  following  table  fhews  the  quantity  of  each  that 
palTed  the  barrier,  and  which,  of  courfe,  includes  the  confump- 
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tion  of  the  Town,  the  garrifon,  and  the  nary,  as  well  as  the 
exportation,  in  four  fuccefllve  years. 


Years. 

Muids 

of 
Wheat. 

Muids 

of 
Barley. 

Muids 

of 
Rye. 

1  Muids 
of 
Peas. 

Muids " 

of 
Beans. 

1799 
1800 
l8oi 
1802 

34.951 
35,685 
32,322,1 
28,4027 

25,641-1 

21,054 

21,084 

184 

444 

8357 
4417 

435 
366 

808^ 
168 

3447 
326i 

47 1 
216 

Total  of  4  years 

1 3 1, 36 1^84,909^ 

r9°5 

!777t 

1358 

Of  the  above  quantity  of  wheat  were  annually  required. 

For  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants       -  18,000 
Army  -  8,000 

Navy  -  4,000 

1 

Total     Muids  30,000 


So  that  in  none  of  the  above  years  could  a  greater  quantity 
be  fparedr  for  mips  calling  for  refrefhments,  than  four  or  five 
thoufand  muids ;  and  in  the  laft  year  the  inhabitants  and  the 
garrifon  were  reduced  to  an  allowance.  It  may,  therefore,  be 
fairly  concluded  that  the  Cape,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  is  not  capa- 
ble of  exporting  any  grain. 


TRAVELS  IN 


Wine  and  Brandy. 

"Thefe  two  articles,  with  thofe  above  mentioned,  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  ftaple  commodities  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
Grapes  grow  with  the  greateft  luxuriancy  in  every  part  of  this 
extenfive  colony  ;  but  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  is  little  under- 
ftood,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  is  not  attended  to  with  that 
diligence  which  in  other  countries  is  bellowed  upon  it.  Hence 
the  wines  are  fufceptible  of  great  improvement,  and  the  quan- 
tity of  being  increafed  indefinitely. 

Ten  or  twelve  diftinct  kinds  of  wine  are  manufactured  at  the 
Cape,  and  each  of  thofe  have  a  different  flavour  and  quality  at 
the  different  farms  on  which  they  are  produced.  From  differ- 
ence of  foil,  from  fituation,  and  management,  fcarcely  any  two 
vineyards,  of  the  fame  kind  of  grape,  give  the  fame  wine.  By 
throwing  under  the  prefs  the  ripe  and  unripe  grapes,  together 
with  the  ftalk,  mod  of  the  wines  have  either  a  thinnefs  and  a 
flight  acidity,  or,  for  want  of  a  proper  degree  of  fermentation, 
and  from  being  preffed  when  over  ripe,  acquire  a  fickly  faccha- 
rine  tafte.  An  inftance  of  the  former  is  perceptible  in  that 
called  Stecn,  which  refembles  the  Rhenifh  wines ;  and  of  the 
latter,  in  that  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  Co?iJla?itia.  It 
is  generally  fuppofed  that  this  wine  is  the  produce  of  two  farms 
only,  of  that  name ;  whereas,  the  fame  grape,  the  mufcadel, 
grows  at  every  farm  ;  and  at  fome  of  them  in  Drakenftein  the 
wine  preffed  from  it  is  equally  good,  if  not  fuperior,  to  the 
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Conftantia,  though  fold  at  one-fixth  part  of  the  price ;  of  fuch 
importance  is  a  name. 

This  wine  fells  at  the  Cape  for  70  or  80  rix  dollars  the  half- 
aum^  a  cafk  which  ought  to  contain  20  gallons ;  but  the  avaricious 
propenfity  of  the  proprietors,  increafing  with  the  demands  for 
their  wine,  has  led  them  to  fabricate  falfe  calks,  few  of  them 
that  come  to  England  being  found  to  meafure  more  than  feven- 
teen  or  eighteen  gallons  ;  many  not  above  fixteen.  And  if  they 
find  out  that  the  wine  applied  for  is  to  be  fent  abroad,  they  are 
fure  to  adulterate  it  with  fome  other  thin  wine.  For,  according 
to  their  own  returns,  the  quantity  exported  and  ccnfumed  in 
Cape  Town,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Madeira  wine,  greatly  exceeds  the 
quantity  manufactured. 

By  a  fettlement  made  between  the  Dutch  CommifTaries  Ge- 
neral, in  the  year  1793,  and  the  owners  of  the  two  farms  of 
Great  and  Little  Conftantia,  the  latter  were  bound  to  furnifh, 
for  the  ufe  of  Government,  30  aums  each,  every  year,  at  the 
rate  of  50  rix  dollars  the  aum  ;  which  was  regularly  taken,  after 
being  tafted  and  fealed  up  in  prefence  of  perfons  appointed  for 
that  purpofe,  by  the  Englifli  Government,  to  the  no  little  an- 
noyance of  the  Great  Lord  of  Conftantia,  who  is  the  fon  and 
fuccefibr  to  the  man  of  whom  Mr.  Le  Vaillant  has  drawn  a  very 
entertaining  portrait.  The  wine  was  paid  for  out  of  the  Co- 
lonial Treafury,  and  the  whole  of  it,  under  Lord  Macartney's 
government,  fent  home  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  dif- 
pofal  of  his  Majefty. 


VOL.  II. 


The 


29o  TRAVELS  IN 

The  quantity  of  Conftantia  wine  exported  in  four  fucceffive 
years  was, 


Years. 

Half  Aums. 

Value. 

In 

1799 

157 

">75* 

I  800 

188 

14,070 

l8oi 

173 

13,007 

1802 

2IO 

15.745 

fn  four 

years 

728 

54,504  R.D. 

The  beft  bodied  wine,  that  is  made  at  the  Cape,  is  the  Ma- 
deira, confiderable  quantities  of  which  were  ufually  fent  to 
Holland  and  to  the  Dutch  fettlements  in  India.  The  Americans, 
alfo,  have  taken  fmall  quantities,  of  late  years,  in  exchange  for 
flaves,  a  trade  that  feems  fufceptible  of  very  confiderable  aug- 
mentation. The  Englilh  merchants  at  the  Cape  have  made  up 
cargoes  of  the  different  forts  of  wines,  both  to  the  Eaft  and  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  they  have  been  tried  in  the  northern  nations 
of  Europe.  But  they  univerfally  complain  that  the  wines  fel- 
dom  agree  with  the  famples,  and  that  they  frequently  turn  four  j 
fo  little  regard  for  reputation  have  the  Koopmcn  of  the  Cape. 
Confined  to  this  fpot  from  their  birth,  they  have  had  little  op- 
portunity of  improvement  from  education  and  none  from  travel, 
and  are  confequently  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  foreign  trade. 
If  their  wines  are  once  on  board  fhip,  they  conclude  there  is  an 
end  of  the  tranfaclion,  and,  if  previoufly  fold,  whether  they  ar- 
rive in  good  or  bad  condition,  is  no  concern  of  theirs. 
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The  country  boor,  having  no  furplus  ftock  of  cafks,  is  under 
the  neceflity  of  felling  to  the  merchant  in  the  town  his  new 
wine ;  and  here  it  is  mixed  and  adulterated  in  a  variety  of 
ways.  The  pipe  is  called  a  legger,  and  contains  8  half-aums  or 
160  gallons,  and  each  legger  pays  to  Government  a  duty,  on 
entering  the  town,  of  three  rix  dollars.  The  price  paid  to  the 
farmer  is  generally  from  20  to  30  rix  dollars  the  legger,  which, 
after  adulteration,  is  fold  again  from  40  to  60  rix  dollars,  and 
frequently  at  the  rate  of  80  to  100  rix  dollars. 

The  article  of  brandy  might  become  a  very  important  com- 
modity in  the  export  trade  of  this  fettlement,  provided  the  cul- 
tivators of  the  vine  were  inftructed  in,  and  would  take  the 
trouble  of,  carrying  the  manufacture  of  it  to  that  ftate  of  im- 
provement of  which  it  is  fufceptible.  At  prefent  they  have  no 
proper  diftillatory  apparatus,  nor  knowledge  to  conduct  thofe 
which  they  have.  The  filth  that  is  ufually  thrown  into  the  ftill 
with  the  refufe  of  the  wines,  is  difgufting ;  and  the  imperfect 
procefs  is  not  fufficient  to  deftroy  the  extraneous  and  difagreeable 
tafte  communicated  by  the  loathfome  materials.  This  fpirit  has 
been  tried  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  but  it  feems  they  give  the  pre- 
ference to  arrack.  If  diftilled  with  proper  care,  and  under  pro- 
per management,  it  might  become  a  valuable  article  for  the 
navy  ;  and  would,  no  doubt,  find  a  market  in  both  North  and 
South  America.  Brandy  is  exported  at  80  to  160  rix  dollars 
the  legger,  and  is  fubject  to  the  fame  toll,  on  entering  the  town, 
as  wines.  And  both  wine  and  brandy  are  liable  to  a  further 
duty  of  5  rix  dollars  the  legger  on  exportation.  The  following 
table  fhews  the  quantity  of  wines  and  brandy  that  pafTed  the 
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barrier,  and  which,  of  courfe,  includes  the  confumption  of  the 
town,  of  the  anr  y,  and  navy,  as  well  as  the  exportation  in  four 
fucceflive  years. 


Years. 

Leggers  of 
Wine. 

Leggers  of 
Brandy. 

1799 
l8oo 
l8oi 
l802 

6953x 
5I99t 
5463T 
4°3*T 

598t 

472^- 
273x 

In  four 

years 

2I,649t 

16657 

Of  the  above  quantity  have  been  exported  from  400  to  800 
leggers  of  wine,  and  from  30  to  100  of  brandy,  annually,  be- 
fide  the  Conftantia ;  the  reft  has  been  confumed  in  the  town. 
So  that  the  whole  export  value  of  wines,  including  the  Con- 
ftantia, and  the  brandy,  may  amount,  one  year  with  another, 
to  about  50,000  rix  dollars,  or  io,oqo/.  currency. 

The  gradual  reduction  of  the  quantity  brought  up  to  town, 
as  appears  in  the  table,  is  no  proof  of  the  diminution  of  the 
quantity  manufactured,  but  fhews  rather  that  the  wine  farmer, 
by  being  in  a  condition  to  increafe  his  ftock  of  cafks,  is  enabled 
to  keep  his  wine  at  home,  and  not  obliged,  as  he  ufually  was, 
to  deliver  it  to  the  wine  merchants  in  the  Cape  at  their  own 
price.  This  circumftance  has  contributed  not  a  little  to  the 
melioration  of  the  colonial  wines. 
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Wool. 

This  article  is  likely  to  become  a  fource  of  colonial  revenue, 
which,  till  of  late  years,  was  never  thought  of ;  and  certainly 
never  turned  to  any  account,  before  the  Deputy  Paymafter's  bills 
on  his  Majefty's  Paymaftcrs-General  became  fo  fcarce,  and  bore 
fuch  high  premiums,  that  the  private  merchant  was  glad  to  make 
his  remittances  in  any  kind  of  merchandize  rather  than  paper. 
The  wool  of  the  common  broad-tailed  fheep  of  the  Cape  is  little 
better  than  hair,  and  is  confidered  of  no  value  whatfoever  ;  but 
there  is  a  mixed  breed  in  the  colony,  of  Spanifh  and  Englifli, 
introduced  by  the  late  colonel  Gordon,  the  wool  of  which  is 
extremely  beautiful,  and  feems  to  improve  by  every  crofs.  A 
family  of  the  name  of  Van  Reenen  has  paid  fome  attention  to 
this  fubject,  and  by  procuring  European  fheep,  from  time  td 
time,  out  of  mips  that  called  for  refrefhments,  has  fucceeded  in 
improving  their  (lock  beyond  their  expectations. 

No  trouble  whatfoever  is  beftowed  upon  the  fheep  ;  they  nei- 
ther wath  nor  falve  them,  nor,  till  they  were  inftruded  by  the 
Englifli  agriculturift,  did  they  know  how  to  fhear  them.  Yet, 
the  wool  taken  off  in  this  rough  condition  has  fold,  as  I  have 
been  informed,  in  the  London  market  at  3/.  to  3/.  6d.  the 
pound.  By  a  proper  degree  of  attention  being  paid  to  the 
fheep,  and  by  obviating  any  degeneracy  in  the  breed  from  a 
crofs  with  the  common  Cape  fheep,  this  article  bids  fair  to  be- 
come, in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  one  of  the  moft  valuable 
and  productive  exports  that  the  fettlement  is  capable  of  fur- 

nifliing, 


TRAVELS  IN 


niftiing.  The  mutton  of  the  Cape  fheep  is  alfo  of  a  very  In- 
ferior quality,  being  coarfe  and  void  of  flavour  ;  and  they  have 
little  inteftine  or  net  fat,  nor,  indeed,  any  other  except  what  is 
accumulated  on  the  tail,  which  is  of  too  oleaginous  a  nature  to 
be  employed  alone  as  tallow.  In  every  refpecT:,  therefore,  the 
mixed  Spanifh  breed  is  preferable  to  that  which,  at  prefent, 
conftitutes  the  numerous  flocks  of  the  greater  part  of  the  farmers. 


Hides  and  Skins. 

The  exportation  of  thefe  articles,  both  dried  and  falted  raw, 
has  been  increafed  to  a  very  confiderable  degree  under  the  Bri- 
tifh  Government,  and  the  price  has  confequently  augmented  in 
proportion  to  the  demand  for  them.    Ox  hides,  which  formerly 
might  be  purchafed  at  half  a  dollar  a  piece,  rofe  to  two  dollars. 
They  are  fubject,  on  exportation,  to  a  duty  of  threepence-half- 
penny a  piece.    The  quantity  exported  may  amount  to  between 
2000  and  3000  annually.    Thofe  that  are  taken  off  the  cattle, 
killed  in  the  country,  are  employed  by  the  farmers  in  various 
ufes,  but  principally  as  harnefs  for  their  waggons,  and  as  thongs 
to  fupply  the  place  of  cordage.    The  fkins  of  flieep,  that  are 
killed  in  the  country,  are  converted  into  fmall  facks  and  other 
articles  of  houfehold  ufe,  and  employed  as  clothing  for  the  flaves 
and  Hottentots,  and  are  ftill  worn  by  the  farmers  themfelves, 
after  a  rude  kind  of  drefling,  as  pantaloons.    In  the  Cape  they 
are  fomewhat  better  prepared,  and  are  ufed  for  clothing  of 
ilaves,  for  gloves  and  other  purpofes.    Few  of  them  are  ex- 
ported.    Skins  of  the  wild   antelopes  and  of  the  leopard 
are  brought  occafionally  to  the  Cape  market,  but  the  quan- 
tity 
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tity  is  fo  fmall  as  fcarcely  to  deferve  mentioning  as  articles  of 
export. 

The  fame  may  be  obferved  with  regard  to  oftrich  feathers, 
the  value  of  which,  exported  annually,  amounts  to  a  mere  trifle. 
The  boors,  very  imprudently4  rob  every  neft  of  this  bird  that 
falls  in  their  way  ;  preferring  the  immediate  benefit  of  the  eggs 
to  the  encouragement  of  a  future  fource  of  profit.  The  boors, 
indeed,  derive  little  advantage  from  oftrich  feathers,  being  pre- 
fents  generally  expected  by  the  butchers'  fervants,  who  go  round 
the  country  to  purchafe  cattle  and  fheep  for  the  Cape  market. 
The  whole  value  of  one  year's  exportation  of  this  article  does 
not  exceed  1000  rix  dollars;  of  hides  and  fkins  of  every  de- 
nomination not  more  than  5000  or  6000  rix  dollars. 


Whale  Oil  and  Bone. 

The  vaft  number  of  black  whales  that  conftantly  frequented 
Table  Bay  induced  a  company  of  merchants  at  the  Cape  to 
eftablifh  a  whale  fifhery,  to  be  confined  folely  to  Table  Bay,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  great  expence  of  purchafing  any  other  kind 
of  craft  than  a  few  common  whale  boats.  With  thefe  alone 
they  caught  as  many  whales  as  they  could  wifh  forj  filling,  in 
a  fhort  fpace  of  time,  all  their  cafks  and  cifterns  with  oil. 
Having  gone  thus  far  they  perceived  that,  although  whale-oil 
was  to  be  procured  to  almofl  any  amount  at  a  fmall  expence,. 
they  were  ftill  likely  to  be  confiderable  lofers  by  the  concern. 
The  confumption  of  the  colony  in  this  article  was  trifling  ;  they 
had  no  ftiips  of  their  own  to  fend  it  to  Europe,  nor  cafks  to 
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put  on  board  others  on  freight.  Their  oil,  therefore,  conti- 
nued to  lie  as  a  dead  (lock  in  their  cifterns,  till  the  high  premium 
of  bills  on  England  induced  fome  of  the  Britifh  merchants  to 
purchafe  and  make  their  remittances  in  this  article.  The  price 
at  the  Cape  was  about  40  rix  dollars  the  leggcr,  or  tenpence 
fterling  per  gallon.  Sometimes,  indeed,  mips  from  the  Southern 
Whale  Fifherv  took  a  few  calks  to  complete  their  cargoes,  but, 
in  general,  they  preferred  to  be  at  the  trouble  of  taking  the  fim 
themfelves,  in  or  near  fome  of  the  bays  within  the  limits  of  the 
colony,  where  they  are  fo  plentiful  and  fo  eafily  caught,  as  to 
enfure  their  fuccefs.  It  is  remarked  that  all  the  whales  which 
have  been  caught  in  the  bays  are  females ;  of  a  fmall  fize,  ge- 
nerally from  30  to  50  feet  in  length,  and  yielding  from  fix  to 
ten  tons  of  oil  each.  The  bone  is  very  fmall,  and,  on  that  ac- 
count, of  no  great  value. 

The  Whale  Fifliing  Company,  finding  there  was  little  proba- 
bility of  their  difpofing  of  the  oil  without  a  lofs,  thought  of  the 
experiment  of  converting  it  into  foap.  The  great  quantity  of 
fea-weed,  the  fucus  maximus,  or  buccinalis^  fo  called  from  its 
refemblance  to  a  trumpet,  which  grows  on  the  weftern  more 
of  Table  Bay,  fuggefted  itfelf  as  an  abundant  fource  for  fup- 
plying  them  with  kelp  or  barilla ;  and  from  the  fpecification  of 
a  patent  obtained  in  London,  for  freeing  animal  oils  of  their 
impurities,  and  the  ftrong  and  offenfive  fmell  that  train-oil  in 
particular  acquires,  they  endeavoured  to  reduce  to  practice  this 
important  difcovery.  The  experiment,  however,  failed ;  for 
though  they  fucceeded  in  making  foap,  whofe  quality,  in  the 
moft  effential  points  might,  perhaps,  be  fully  as  good  as  was 
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defired,  yet  the  fmell  was  fo  diigufting  that  nobody  would  pur- 
chafe  it.  Unluckily  for  them  there  came  in,  alfo,  juft  at  that 
time,  a  cargo  of  prize  foap,  which  was  not  only  more  agreeable 
to  the  fmell,  but  was  fold  at  a  rate  lower  than  the  Company 
could  afford  to  manufacture  theirs  of  train-oil.  Being  thus 
thwarted  in  all  their  views,  they  fold  the  whole  concern  to  an 
Englifh  merchant,  who  was  fuppofed  to  be  turning  it  to  a  to- 
lerable good  account,  when  it  was  fignified  to  him,  by  the  pre- 
fent  Dutch  Government,  that  the  exclufive  privilege  of  fifning 
on  the  coafts  of  Africa,  within  the  limits  of  the  colony,  was 
granted  to  a  company  of  merchants  refiding  in  Amfterdam  j 
and,  therefore,  that  he  could  not  be  allowed  to  continue  the 
concern. 

Dried  Fruits. 

Under  this  head  the  raoft  important  articles  are  almonds  and 
raifins ;  of  which  a  quantity  might  be  raifed  fufficient  for  the 
confumption  of  all  Europe.  I  have  already  obferved  that  many 
thoufand  acres  of  land,  now  lying  wafte,  might  be  planted  with 
vineyards,  within  fight  of  Table  Mountain.  In  like  manner 
might  the  whole  fea-coaft,  on  both  fides  of  Africa,  be  planted 
with  vines.  In  no  part  of  the  world  are  better  grapes  produced 
than  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  it  is  unneceflary  to  ob- 
ferve  that  good  grapes,  under  proper  management,  cannot  fail 
to  make  good  raifins ;  but  with  refpect  to  this,  as  well  as  mod 
other  articles,  little  care  and  lefs  labour  are  bellowed  in  the  pre- 
paration. As  in  the  making  of  wine  the  whole  bunch  is 
thrown  under  the  prefs,  fo,  in  the  procefs  for  converting  grapes 
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into  raifins,  neither  the  rotten  nor  the  unripe  fruit  is  removed  ; 
the  confequence  of  which  is,  that  the  bad  raifins  foon  fpoil  thofe 
that  otherwife  would  have  been  good. 

The  almonds  are,  in  general,  final),  but  of  a  good  quality. 
The  trees  thrive  well  in  the  very  drieft  and  worft  of  foils  ;  in  no 
fituation  better  thaa  among  the  rocks  on  the  fides  of  mountains, 
where  nothing  elfe  would  grow  ;  and  they  will  bear  fruit  the 
fifth  year  from  the  feed.  The  quantity,  therefore,  of  thefe  nuts 
might  be  produced  to  an  indefinite  amount.  The  confumption 
in  the  Cape  of  both  thefe  articles  is  very  confiderable,  as  fur- 
nifhing  part  of  the  defert,  without  which,  after  fupper  as  well 
as  dinner,  few  houfehol.ders  would  be  contented  j  the  omiflion 
might  be  confidered  as  a  criterion  of  poverty,  a  condition  which 
the  weaknefs  of  human  nature  leads  men  generally  to  dilTemble 
rather  than  avow.  Ships  alfo  take  confiderable  quantities  of 
almonds  and  raifins  as  fea-ftockj  but  few  have  hitherto  been 
fent  to  India  or  to  Europe  as  articles  of  trade.  Before  the  capture 
the  prices  might  have  admitted  of  it,  almonds  being  then  not 
mere  than  from  a  milling  to  eighteenpence  fterling  the  thou- 
fand,  and  raifins  from  twopence  to  threepence  a  pound ;  but 
the  increafed  demand,  in  confequence  of  the  increafed  number 
of  fhipping,  as  well  as  of  inhabitants,  raifed  the  price  of  the 
former  from  two  millings  to  two  fhillings  and  fixpence  the  thou- 
iand,  and  of  the  latter  from  fourpence  to  fixpence  a  pound. 

Walnuts  and  Chefnuts  are  neither  plentiful  nor  good ;  and 
the  latter  will  barely  keep  a  month  without  decaying,  fo  that 
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thefe  are  never  likely  to  become  articles  of  general  confumption 
or  of  exportation. 

But  dried  peaches,  apricots,  pears,  and  apples,  are  not  only 
plentiful,  but  good  of  their  kind.  The  peaches  and  pears  are 
ufed  in  the  defert,  but  apricots  and  apples  are  intended  for  tarts ; 
the  latter,  indeed,  are  nearly  as  good  as  when  frefh  from  the  tree. 
All  the  others  are  fqueezed  together  and  dried  whole,  but  the 
apples  are  fliced  thin  and  dried  in  the  fun,  till  they  take  the  con- 
fiftence  and  appearance  of  flips  of  leather,  of  that  kind  and 
colour  ufually  called  the  York  tan.  Thefe,  when  foaked  in 
water,  fwell  out  and  make  very  excellent  tarts ;  and  are  fold 
chiefly  as  an  article  of  fea  flock.  The  whole  value  of  dried 
fruit,  (hipped  in  the  year  1802,  amounted  only  to  2542  rix 
dollars,  as  appears  by  the  Cuftom-houfe  books,  on  which  every 
pound  is  entered,  being  fubjett  to  a  duty  on  exportation  of 
5  per  cent. 

Salt  Provisions. 

This  is  an  article,  as  I  have  already  taken  occafion  to  obferve, 
that  is  fufceptible  of  great  improvement ;  not,  however,  to  be 
prepared  in  Cape  Town,  after  the  cattle  have  been  harafled  and 
famifhed  for  two  months  in  travelling  over  a  barren  defert,  but 
cured  at  Algoa  Bay,  and  brought  down  in  fmall  coafting  veflels 
to  the  Cape.  Salted  mutton,  and  mutton  hams,  might,  how- 
ever, be,  and  are,  indeed,  to  a  certain  degree,  prepared  at  the 
Cape,  but  not  to  that  extent  of  which  they  are  capable. 


It 
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It  is  remarkable  that  the  Dutch,  being  fo  fond  of  fat,  mould 
not  pay  more  attention  to  increafe  the  breed  of  hogs.  Except 
a  few,  that  are  fhamefully  fuffered  to  wallow  about  the  mores  of 
Table  Bay,  where,  indeed,  they  are  fo  far  ufeful  as  to  pick  up 
dead  fifh  and  butchers'  offals,  that  are  fcattered  along  the  ftrand, 
the  hog  is  an  animal  that  is  fcarcely  known  as  food  in  the  co- 
lony. Yet,  from  the  vaft  quantities  of  fruit,  the  productive 
crops  of  barley,  of  peas,  beans,  and  other  vegetables,  they  might 
be  reared  at  a  fmall  expence ;  whereas,  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  at  prefent  fed  in  Cape  Town,  no  one  thinks  of 
eating  pork. 

Salt,  in  the  greater!:  abundance,  is  fpontaneoufly  produced 
within  a  few  miles  of  Cape  Town,  by  the  evaporation  of  the 
water  in  the  fait  lakes  that  abound  along  the  weft  coaft  of  the 
colony.  Two  kinds  of  fifh,  the  Hottentot  and  the  Snooky  are 
fplit  open,  falted,  and  dried  in  the  fun  in  large  quantities,  prin- 
cipally for  the  ufe  of  the  flaves  who  are  employed  in  agriculture, 
to  correct  the  bilious  effects  of  bullocks'  livers  and  other  offals 
that  conftitute  a  great  part  of  their  food.  They  are  eaten  alfo 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  when  boifterous  weather  pre- 
vents the  fifhing-boats  from  going  out ;  for  a  Dutchman  feldom 
makes  a  meal  without  fifh.  Small  quantities  are  fometimes 
taken  as  fea-ftock,  but  fo  inconfiderable  as  hardly  to  deferve 
mentioning. 

Salt  butter  is  a  very  material  article  both  for  the  confumption 
of  the  town,  the  garrifon,  and  the  navy,  as  alfo  for  exportation. 
The  quality  greatly  depends  on  the  degree  of  cleanlinefs  that  has 
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been  employed  in  the  dairy,  and  more  particularly  on  the  pains 
that  have  been  taken  in  working  the  butter  well,  to  free  it  from 
the  milky  particles,  which,  if  fufFered  to  remain,  very  foon  com- 
municate a  ftrong  rancid  tafte  that  is  highly  offenfive.  That 
which  comes  from  the  Snowy  Mountains  is  accounted  the  beft  ; 
but,  to  fay  the  truth,  very  little  defervesthe  appellation  of  good, 
Under  the  Dutch  Government  it  was  ufually  fold  from  fourpence 
to  fispence  a  pound,  but,  of  late  years,  it  was  feldom  to  be  pur- 
chafed  under  a  milling  a  pound. 

Soap  and  Candles. 

The  firft  of  thefe  articles  is  manufactured  by  almoft  every  far- 
mer in  the  country,  and,  in  fome  of  the  diftri&s,  furnifh.es  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  their  furplus  revenue,  which  is  appropriated  to 
the  purchafe  of  clothing  and  other  neceffaries  at  their  annual 
vifit  to  Cape  Town.  The  un&uous  part  is  chiefly  derived  from 
the  fat  of  fheeps'  tails,  and  the  potafh  or  barilla  is  the  lixiviated 
afhes  procured  from  a  fpecies  of  Salfola  or  fait  wort  that  grows 
abundantly  on  thofe  parts  of  the  Karroo,  or  deferts,  that  are 
interfered  by  periodical  ftreams  of  water.  The  plant  is  known 
in  the  colony  by  the  Hottentot  name  of  Canna.  With  this 
alkaline  lye  and  the  fat  of  fheep,  boiled  together  over  a  flow  fire 
for  four  or  five  days,  they  make  a  very  excellent  foap,  which  ge- 
nerally bears  the  fame  price  as  fait  butter.  Being  moftly  brought 
from  the  diftant  diftrict  of  Graaf  Reynet  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  butter,  they  rofe  and  fell  together  according  to  the  quantity 
in  the  market,  and  the  demand  there  might  happen  to  be  for 
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them.  The  great  diftancc  from  the  market  limited  the  quan- 
tity that  was  manufactured,  and  not  the  fcantinefs  of  the  ma- 
terials. 

This  diftance  is  a  ferious  inconvenience  to  the  farmer,  and  a 
great  encouragement  to  his  natural  propenfity  to  idlenefs.  If 
he  can  contrive  to  get  together  a  waggon  load  or  two  of  butter 
or  foap,  to  carry  with  him  to  Cape  Town  once  a  year,  or  once 
in  two  years,  in  exchange  for  clothing,  brandy,  coffee,  a  little 
tea  and  fugar,  and  a  few  other  luxuries,  which  his  own  diftridt 
has  not  yet  produced,-  he  is  perfectly  fa;isried.    The  confidera- 
tion  of  profit  is  out  of  the  queftion.    A  man  who  goes  to  Cape 
Town  with  a  fingle  waggon  from  the  Sneuwberg  muft  confume, 
at  leaft,  fixty  days  out  and  home.    He  muft  have  a  double  team, 
or  24  oxen,  and  two  people,  at  the  leaft,  befides  himfelf  to  look 
after,  to  drive,  and  to  lead  the  oxen  and  the  fheep  or  goats, 
which  it  is  neceffary  to  take  with  them  for  their  fubfiftence  on 
the  journey.    His  load,  if  a  great  one,  may  confift  of  fifteen 
hundred  weight  of  butter  and  foap,  for  which  he  is  glad  to  get 
from  the  retail  dealers  at  the  Cape,  whom  he  calls  Scmaus  or 
Jews,  fixpence  a  pound,  or  juft  half  what  they  fell  the  article 
for  again.    So  that  the  value  of  his  whole  toad  is  not  above 
37/.  10  j.    But  as  he  has  no  other  way  of  proceeding  to  the 
Cape,  except  with  his  waggon,  it  makes  little  difference  in  point 
of  time  whether  it  be  laden  or  empty.    And  the  more  of  thefe 
loofe  articles  he  can  bring  to  market,  the  fewer  cattle  he  has 
occafion  to  difpofe  of  to  the  butcher.     Thefe  conftitute  his 
wealth,  and  with  thefe  he  portions  off  his  children.  ' 

Candles 
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Candles  being  an  unfafe  article  to  tranfport  by  land  carriage 
are  feldom  brought  out  of  the  country ;  but  a  vegetable  wax, 
collected  from  the  berries  of  a  fhrubby  plant,  the  myrica  cerifera, 
plentiful  on  the  dry  marfhy  grounds  near  the  fea-more,  is  fome- 
times  fent  up  to  the  Cape  in  large  green  cakes,  where  it  may  be 
had  from  a  milling  to  fifteenpence  a  pound.  The  tallow  to  be 
purchafed  at  the  Cape  is  barely  fufEcient  for  the  confumption  of 
the  town  and  the  garrifon,  and  the  candles  made  from  it  are 
feldom  lower  than  fifteenpence  a  pound. 

1 

Aloes. 

This  drug  is  extracted  from  the  common  fpecies  of  aloe  known 
by  the  fpecific  name  of  perfoliata^  and  is  that  variety  which, 
perhaps  on  account  of  the  abundant  quantity  of  juice  it  con- 
tains, botanifts  have  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  fuccotr'ma, 
though  vulgarly  fuppofed  to  have  taken  the  name  from  the 
ifland  of  Socotra,  where  this  drug  is  faid  to  be  produced  of 
the  beft  quality,  in  which  cafe,  at  all  events,  it  ought  to  be 
focotrina. 

Large  tracts  of  ground,  many  miles  in  extent,  are  covered 
with  fpontaneous  plantations  of  this  kind  of  aloe,  and  efpecially 
in  the  diftrict  of  Zwellendam,  at  no  great  diftance  from  Moflel 
Bay.  In  this  part  of  the  country  the  farmers  rear  few  cattle  or 
meep,  their  flock  confifting  chiefly  of  horfes  ;  and  they  formerly 
cultivated  a  certain  quantity  of  corn,  which  they  delivered  at  a 
fmall  fixed  price,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company, 

at 
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at  Moflel  Bay ;  but  fince  this  pra&ice  has  been  difcontinued, 
they  find  it  more  advantageous  to  bring  to  Cape  Town  a  load 
of  aloes  than  a  load  of  corn ;  the  former  being  worth  from  18  /. 
to  20/.,  the  latter  only  from  8/.  to  10/.  The  labour  employed 
in  collecting  and  infpiifating  the  juice  is  ill  repaid  by  the  price 
it  bears  in  Cape  Town,  which  is  feldom  more  than  threepence 
a  pound  ;  but  it  is  ufually  performed  at  a  time  of  the  year  when 
the  flaves  have  little  elfe  to  do ;  and  the  whole  ftrength  of  the 
family,  Haves,  Hottentots,  and  children,  are  employed  in  pick- 
ing off,  and  carrying  together,  the  leaves  of  the  aloes.  Three 
or  four  pounds,  I  underftand,  are  as  much  as  each  perfon  can 
collect  and  prepare  in  a  day. 

This  drug,  it  feems,  has  of  late  years  been  much  employed 
in  the  porter  breweries  of  London,  which  occafioned  an  in- 
creafed  demand,  and  which  may  one  day  be  extended  almoft:  to 
an  indefinite  amount,  if  the  partial  experiments  of  the  ingenious 
Sigr.  Fabroni  on  the  juice  of  this  plant  can  be  realized  on  the 
great  fcale;  experiments  that  promife  a  no  lefs  valuable  acqui- 
fition  to  the  arts  than  a  colouring  fubftance  which  may  be  ufed, 
with  advantage,  as  a  fubftitute  for  cochineal.  The  quantity  of 
infpifiated  juice  brought  to  the  Cape  market  was  eagerly  bought 
up  by  the  Englifh  merchants,  and  lent  to  London  as  a  remit- 
tance. The  amount  of  this  article  entered  on  the  Cuftora-houfe 
books,  in  the  courfe  of  four  years,  was  as  follows : 


Years. 

4 
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Years. 

JLDS.  weight. 

Vain*  ft  Tl 

1799 

126,684 

9361  1 

I  800 

7*>843 

5217  0 

l8oi 

52,181 

4258  3 

l8o2 

91,219 

6829  0 

Total  of  4  years 

lbs.  341,927 

R.D.  25,665  4 

It  is  fubject  to  a  fmall  exportation  duty  of  fixteen-pence  for 
every  hundred  pounds. 

Ivory. 

However  abundant  this  article  might  once  have  been  in  the 
fouthern  part  of  Africa,  it  is  now  become  very  fcarce,  and,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  as  population  is  extended,  mull  progref- 
fively  difappear.  Except  in  the  forefts  of  Sitfikamma  and  the 
thickets  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Sunday  River,  no  ele- 
phants are  now  to  be  found  within  the  limits  of  the  colony. 
Of  thofe  few  which  the  Kaffers  deftroy,  the  large  tufks  are 
always  cut  up  into  circular  rings  and  worn  on  the  arms  as  tro- 
phies of  the  chace.  The  fmall  quantity  of  ivory  that  is  brought 
to  the  Cape  market  is  collected  chiefly  by  two  or  three  families 
of  bqftaard  Hottentots  (as  the  colonifts  call  them)  who  dwell  to 
the  northward,  not  far  from  the  banks  of  the  Orange  River. 
The  whole  quantity  exported,  in  the  courfe  of  four  years,  as 
appears  by  the  Cuftom-houfe  books,  amounted  only  to  5981 
pounds,  value  6340  rix  dollars. 
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The  Hippopotamus  or  fea-cow  is  now  no  longer  within  the 
limits  of  the  colony ;  and,  though  the  teeth  of  this  animal  are 
confidered  as  the  beft  ivory,  yet  the  quantity  of  it  procured  was 
always  comparatively  fmall  with  that  of  the  elephant.  We  may 
fafely  conclude  then,  that  ivory  is  not  to  be  reckoned  among 
the  valuable  exports  which  the  Cape  can  fupply  for  the  markets 
of  Europe. 

Tobacco. 

I  mention  this  article  not  fo  much  on  account  of  the  quantity 
exported,  which,  indeed,  is  very  trifling,  as  of  the  great  abun- 
dance the  colony  is  capable  of  producing.  It  is  impoffible  the 
plant  can  thrive  better  in  any  part  of  the  world  than  in  this 
climate,  or  require  lefs  attention ;  and  I  have  underftood  from 
perfons,  qualified  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  fubject,  that  the 
Cape  tobacco,  with  a  little  art  in  the  preparation,  is  as  good  in 
every  refpect  as  that  of  Virginia.  As  all  male  perfons,  old  and 
young,  fmoke  in  the  Cape,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  and  as 
American  tobacco  generally  bears  a  high  price,  the  confumptioa 
of  that  of  native  growth  is  confiderable.  The  inferior  fort  is 
ufed  by  Haves  and  Hottentots. 

I  have  now  enumerated  the  moft  material  articles  of  export 
which  the  Cape  either  does,  or  eafily  might,  furnim  for  foreign 
markets.  There  ftill  remain  a  few  trifling  things,  as  preferved 
fruits,  garden  feeds,  fait,  vinegar,  &c,  which,  though  valuable 
as  refrefhments  for  mips  calling  there,  are  of  no  confequence  as 
exports.  The  total  value  of  every  kind  of  colonial  produce  col- 
lectively, 
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leftively,  that  has  a&ually  been  exported  from  the  ports  of  the 
Gape  in  four  years,  is  as  follows : 

Value. 

In  1799  —   R.D.  108,160  o 

1800  —  85,049  2 

1S01  —  5°>519  6 

1802  —  57^96  o 


In  four  years  R.  D.  300,925  o 


or  £.  6o,  185  o  Currency. 


The  obvious  conclufion  to  be  drawn  from  the  view  now  taken 
of  the  amount  of  exports  in  colonial  produce  is,  that  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  in  its  prefent  condition,  is  of  very  little  import- 
ance to  any  nation,  confidered  as  to  the  articles  of  commerce  it 
fupplies  for  exportation  to  foreign  markets.  The  furplus 
produce,  beyond  the  fupply  of  its  own  inhabitants,  a  garrifon, 
and  navy  of  eight  or  ten  thoufand  men,  and  the  refrefhments 
furniflied  to  (hips  trading  and  cafually  calling  there,  is  fo  trifling 
as  to  merit  no  confideration.  But  that,  by  a  new  fyftem  of 
things,  it  is  fufceptible  of  great  improvement ;  and  the  fupply 
of  the  raoft  important  articles  of  being  extended  to  an  almoft 
indefinite  amount. 

The  next  point  that  comes  under  confideration  is  the  ad- 
vantages that  may  refult  to  the  Britifh  Empire  by  the  increafed 
confumption  of  goods,  the  growth  and  produce  of  Great  Britain 
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and  her  colonies,  from  the  acquifition  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  The  commodities  imported  from  England  into  this  fet- 
tlement  confifted  in, 

Woollen  cloths,  from  the  firft  fort  down  to  woollen  blankets. 

Manchefter  goods  of  almoft  every  defcription. 

Hofiery,  haberdamery,  and  millinery. 

Boots,  fhoes,  and  hats. 

Cutlery,  iron  tools,  ftationary. 

Bar  and  hoop  iron. 

Smiths'  coals. 

Houfehold  furniture. 

Paint  and  oils. 

Earthenware. 

Naval  ftores. 

Tongues,  hams,  cheefe,  and  pickles. 

From  India  and  China  were  imported, 

Bengal,  Madras,  and  Surat  piece  goods  j  the  coarfe  ones  far 

the  flaves. 
Tea,  coffee,  fugar,  pepper,,  and  fpices. 
Rice. 

In  addition  to  thefe  the  Americans  were  in  the  habit  of  bring- 
ing lumber-cargoes,  of  deal  plank,  ftaves,  balk,  fait  fifhy  pitchy 
turpentine,  &c.  ;  and  the  Danes,  Swedes,  and  Hamburgh  fhips 
suTorted  cargoes  of  iron,  plank,  French  wines,  beer,  gin,  Seltzer 
water,  coffee,  preferves,  pickles,  &c.  in  exchange  for  refrefh- 
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ments,  to  defray  the  charges  of  repairs  and  other  neceflaries,  or 
for  hard  money  to  carry  to  India  or  China. 

As  it  is  not  material  to  ftate  the  exact  amount  of  each  kind  of 
goods  imported,  I  mall  fubjoin  an  abftract  account  of  the  whole 
importation  into  the  Cape  by  Britifh  or  foreign  bottoms,  from 
Europe,  Afia,  and  America,  in  the  courfe  of  four  years,  including 
the  value  of  the  prize  goods  brought  in,  and  of  the  flaves  im- 
ported within  the  fame  period. 


Years. 

Britifh  good; 
on  Britifh 
bottoms, 
duty  free. 

Indh  goods 
on  Hritiih 
bottoms, 
5  per  cent, 
duty. 

European 

prize 
goods,  5  per 
cent.  duty. 

Indbn 
prize 
goods, 
10  per 
cent.  duty. 

Prize 
flaves 
and 
others 
import- 
ed by 
Britifh 
mer- 
chants. 

Total  pro- 
duce import- 
ed in  Britifh 
bottoms. 

European 
and  Ame- 
rican goods 
on  foreign 
bottoms, 
10  percent, 
duty. 

Indian 
goods  on 

foreign 
bottoms, 
10  per  cent. 

Total  pro- 
duce im- 
ported in 
foreign 
bottoms. 

'799 
1800 
1801 
1802 

Rd.  Jk 
674,009  ( 
474,706  c 
587,023  <j 
532,366  4 

Rd.  fk. 
I04>i24  0 
212,446  0 
290,1  1  7  0 
455.397  4 

Rd.  fk. 
20,623  5 
17.797  0 
568,425  0 
93,788  2 

Rd.  fk, 
•  00,487  t 

45.135  0 
129,642  6 
130,710  6 

Rd. 
245,600 

1  84,000 
27  1,200 
198,205 

Rd.  Jk. 

1,144.844  3 
934,284  0 
1,846,408  2 
1,410,478  0 

Rd.  Jk. 
118,244  0 
51,258  0 
136,394  5 
142,684  6 

Rd.  Jk. 
64,219  6 
109,490  0 

3>137  * 
15,891  7 

Rd.  Jk. 
182,463  6 
160,748  0 

•59J731  7 
'58>577  5 

In  4  years 

2,268,105  6 

1,062,084  4 

700,633  7 

406,185  4 

899,005- 

5,336,014  5 

448,581  3 

192,939  7 

641,521  2 

Total  importation,  Rix  dollars    5.977.535  7  Sk. 

or  £.  1,195,507  3  6  Currency. 


It  will  naturally  be  demanded  how,  or  in  what  manner,  has 
the  colony  contrived  to  pay  this  apparent  enormous  balance  of 
imports  over  the  produce  exported,  efpecially  when  it  is  known 
that  moft  of  the  European  articles  were  fold  at  an  advance  of 
from  50  to  100  per  cent,  on  the  invoice  prices,  which,  indeed, 
could  not  well  be  otherwife,  confidering  the  high  premium  on 
bills,  and  the  fmall  quantity  of  colonial  produce  to  be  had  for 
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remittances.  The  following  rough  ftatement  will  ferve  to  ex- 
plain this  matter : 

The  army,  independent  of  the  clothing  and 
ftores,  &c.  fent  from  home  and  money  re- 
mitted by  the  officers,  could  not  expend 
lefs,  in  European  and  Indian  goods,  and 
in  colonial  produce,  than  180,000/.  per 
annum,  which  in  four  years  is       —     jT.  720,000    o  o 

The    navy    expenditure    might,  perhaps, 

amount  to  half  that  fum  —  360,000    o  o 

The  re-exportation  of  India  prize  goods,  and 
of  European  goods  to  the  Weft  India 
iflands,  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  and  Mozam- 
bique, in  four  years,  about  -—  170,000    o  o 

Surplus  colonial  produce  exported  as  above        60,185    0  0 

Making  in  the  whole  £.  1,310,185  o  o 
Value  of  the  imports  as  above    1, 195,507    3  6 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  colony  and  the 

merchants  refiding  there       —      £.  114,677  16  6 

Befides  this  balance,  which  may  be  confidered  as  the  joint 
profit  of  the  colonifts  and  Englifh  merchants  on  that  part  of 
colonial  produce  and  imported  goods,  which  have  been  difpofed 
cf,  the  (hops  and  warehoufes  at  the  evacuation  of  the  colony 
were  fo  full,  that  it  was  calculated  there  were  then  European 
and  Indian  articles  fufficient  for  three  years'  confuinption,  and 

the 
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the  capital  of  flaves  imported  was  augmented  nearly  to  the 
amount  of  180,000/. 

It  appears,  then,  that  five-fixths  of  the  trade  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  has  been  occafioned  by  the  confumption  of  the  gar- 
rifon  and  the  navy.    And,  confequently,  that  unlefs  a  very 
confiderable  garrifon  be  conftantly  ftationed  there,  or  fome  other 
channel  be  opened  for  the  export  of  their  produce,  the  colonifts, 
by  having  increafed  then  capitals  in  the  days  of  profperity,  and 
efpecially  of  flaves,  which  is  a  confuming  capital,  will  rapidly 
fink  into  a  ftate  of  poverty  much  greater  than  they  were  at  the 
capture  of  the  colony.    The  prefent  garrifon  are  only  about  one- 
third  of  the  garrifon  and  navy  kept  there  by  Great  Britain; 
and  they  will,  moft  affuredly,  not  confume  one-fifth  of  the  quan- 
tity of  colonial  produce  and  imports  ;  fo  that  fome  new  vent 
muft  be  difcovered  for  the  remaining  four-fifths,  or  the  colony 
will  be  impoverished.    What  then  muft  be  the  condition  of  this 
place  if  the  garrifon,  fmall  as  it  is,  fhould  be  fupported  at  the 
expence  of  the  inhabitants  ?  It  muft,  obvioufly,  very  fpeedily 
confume  itfelf,  and  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  will  be  re- 
duced to  the  neceffity  of  clothing  themfelves  with  fheep-fldns. 
It  is,  therefore,  the  intereft  of  the  colonifts  that  the  Cape  mould 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Englifh ;  the  truth  of  which,  indeed, 
they  felt  and  loudly  expreffed,  before  the  Dutch  flag  had  been 
flying  two  months.    A  total  ftagnation  to  all  trade  immediately 
followed  the  furrender  of  the  place.    The  merchant  of  the  town 
was  clogged  with  a  heavy  capital  of  foreign  goods,  for  which 
there  was  no  vent ;  and  the  farmer  had  little  demands  for  his 
produce.    Every  one  was  defirous  to  fell,  and,  of  courfe,  there 

were 
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were  no  buyers.  The  limited  amount,  for  which  the  Govern- 
ment was  authorized  to  draw  on  the  Afiatic  Council  of  the  Ba- 
tavian  Republic,  had  long  been  expended  ;  and  the  arrears  of 
pay  and  allowances,  ftill  due  to  the  garrifon,  inflamed  it  to 
mutiny.  The  great  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency  held  out 
no  encouragement  for  the  Government  to  try  its  credit  by  ex- 
tending the  capital  already  in  circulation.  All  hard  money  had 
totally  difappeared,  except  Englim  copper  penny  pieces,  to  the 
amount  of  about  four  thoufand  pounds.  The  addition  of  a 
French  garrifon,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  would,  in  all 
probability,  haften  the  deftruction  of  the  colony,  in  fo  far  as 
regarded  a  lupply  of  foreign  articles  in  exchange  for  colonial 
produce.  For,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  after  their  treatment  of 
the  Dutch  at  home,  they  would  be  inclined  to  fhew  more  con- 
federation for  their  colonies. 

As  a  dependency  on  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  na- 
tural courfe  of  things,  it  became  a  flourifliing  fettlement  j  but 
the  commercial  advantages  derived  to  Britain,  in  confequence 
of  the  polTeffion  of  it,  are  not  of  that  magnitude  as,  confidered 
in  this  point  of  view  only,  to  make  the  retention  of  it  a  fine 
qua  non  to  a  treaty  of  peace  j  not  even  when  carried  to  the 
higheft  poffible  degree  of  which  they  are  fufceptible.  Taken  in 
this  point  of  view  only,  England  might  very  well  difpenfe  with 
the  poffefTion  of  the  Cape. 

It  now  remains  to  confider,  in  the  laft  place,  the  important 
advantages  that  might  remit  to  England,  by  eftablifhing  at  the 
Cape  a  kind  of  central  depot  for  the  Southern  Whale  Fifhery. 

It 
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It  is  an  univerfally  acknowledged  truth  that,  with  the  promo- 
tion of  navigation,  are  promoted  the  ftrength  and  fecurity  of 
the  Britifh  empire  ;  that  the  fea  is  one  great  fource  of  its  wealth 
and  power ;  and  that  its  very  exiftence,  as  an  independent  na- 
tion, is  owing  to  the  preponderancy  of  its  navy;  yet,  it  would 
feem  that  the  advantages  offered  by  this  element  have  hitherto 
been  employed  only  in  a  very  partial  manner.    Surrounded  as 
we  are,  on  all  fides  by  the  fea,  every  fquare  mile  of  which  is, 
perhaps,  not  much  lefs  valuable  than  a  fquare  mile  of  land  in 
its  produce  of  food  for  the  luftenance  of  man,  how  long  have 
we  allowed  another  nation  to  reap  the  benefit  of  this  wealthy 
mine,  and  to  fupport  from  it,  almoft  exclufively,  a  population 
which,  in  proportion  to  its  territory,  was  double  to  that  of  our 
own  ;  a  nation  which,  by  this  very  fource  of  induftry  and 
wealth,  was  once  enabled  to  difpute  with  us  the  fovereignty  of 
the  feas  ?  A  nation  of  fifhermen  neceflarily  implies  a  nation  of 
feamen,  a  race  of  bold  and  hardy  warriors.    The  navy  of  Eng- 
land has  defervedly  been  long  regarded  as  the  great  bulwark  of 
the  empire,  whilft  the  mod  certain  fource  of  fupplying  that 
navy  with  the  bed  feamen  has  been  unaccountably  neglected. 
Our  colonies  and  our  commerce  have  been  hitherto  confidered 
as  the  great  nurfery  of  our  feamen,  but  in  times  like  the  prefent, 
when  civilized  fociety  is  convulfed  in  every  part  of  the  world, 
our  colonies  may  fail  and  our  commerce  may  be  checked.  From 
what  fource,  then,  is  our  navy  to  be  manned?  The  glorious 
feats  that  have  been  performed  in  our  mips  of  war,  from  the 
fir  ft- rate  down  to  the  pinnace,  were  not  by  men  taken  from  the 
plough.    Courage  alone  is  not  fufficient  for  the  accomplifhment 
of  fuch  actions ;  there  mull  be  activity,  ildll,  and  management, 
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fuch  as  can  be  acquired  only  by  conftant  habit  from  early  youthv 
The  cultivation  of  the  fimeries  would  afford  a  never  failing 
fupply  of  men  fo  inftrudted  ;  would  furnifh  the  markets  with 
a  wholefome  and  nutricious  food  j  and  would  increafe  our 
convenience,  extend  our  manufactures,  and  promote  our  com- 
merce. 

For,  independent  of  the  important  confideration  of  reducing 
the  prefent  high  price  of  butchers'  meat,  by  a  more  ample  fup- 
ply of  fifh  to  the  feveral  markets  of  England,  whale  oil  is  now 
become  fo  valuable  an  article  of  confumption  in  Great  Britain, 
not  only  for  the  fafety  and  conveniency  it  affords  by  lighting  the 
ftreets  of  our  cities  and  great  towns  at  a  moderate  expence, 
but  as  a  fubftitute  for  tallow  and  greafe  in  various  manufactures, 
that  it  may  be  confidered  as  an  indifpenfable  commodity,  whofe 
demand  is  likely  to  increafe  in  proportion  as  arts  and  manufac- 
tures are  extended,  and  new  applications  of  its  ufe  difcovered. 
We  ought,  then,  to  confider  both  the  home  fifliery  for  fupply- 
ing  the  markets  with  food,  and  the  whale  filhery  for  furnifhing 
our  warehoufes  with  oil,  as  two  {landing  nurferies  for  the  edu- 
cation of  feamen. 

One  would  fcarcely  infer,  from  the  Mate  of  the  fimeries  at  the 
prefent  day,  that  our  legiflature  has  ever  regarded  them  in  this 
point  of  view.  They  have  hitherto  been  carried  on  in  a  very 
limited  and  partial  manner,  with  encouragement  juft  fufficient 
(and  but  barely  fo)  for  the  fupply  of  our  own  markets  ;  when 
common  policy  mould  induce  us  to  open  foreign  markets  to  take 
off  the  furplus  of  our  depots.    Hence  it  happens,  and  efpecially 

in 
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in  time  of  war,  that  oil  fo  frequently  experiences  a  fluctuation  in 
its  price,  which,  however  favourable  it  may  be  to  certain  individuals 
who  can  command  large  capitals,  to  whom  this  limited  policy 
confines  the  adventure,  is  difcouraging  to  thofe  who  look  only 
for  a  fair  and  reafonable,  but  certain,  profit  on  their  induflry.  If 
beyond  the  demands  of  the  market,  there  was  always  a  redun- 
dancy of  oil  on  hand,  the  price  would  .find  its  level,  and  the 
profits  of  the  adventure  be  reduced  more  to  a  certainty  ;  and,  in 
fuch  cafe,  there  is  no  reafon  for  fuppofing  to  the  contrary,  that 
England  might  not  fupply  a  confiderable  part  of  the  continent 
of  Europe  with  whale  oil.  The  advantage  of  extending  the 
markets  would  be  an  increafe  of  native  fiihermen  without  re- 
forting  to  foreign  fiihermen. 

For  many  years  our  fifheries  of  Greenland  were  carried  on  by 
means  of  captains,  harpooners,  and  other  officers  from  Holland 
or  the  Hans  Towns ;  even  for  near  a  century,  after  the  boun- 
ties allowed  by  Government  held  out  a  fufficient  degree  of  en- 
couragement to  bring  up  our  own  feamen  to  the  trade,  who  are 
now  in  ikill  inferior  to  none  who  frequent  the  Northern  Seas. 
In  like  manner  the  Americans,  fettled  at  Nantucket,  almoft  ex- 
clufively  carried  on  the  South  Sea  Fifhery,  before  the  American 
war  ;  and  after  the  peace,  which  ceded  Nantucket  to  the  United 
States,  they  continued  to  fupply  our  fouthern  adventurers,  as  the 
Dutch  had  done  the  Northern  Fifhery,  with  captains,  harpooners, 
and  other  officers. 

In  one  out- port  of  this  kingdom,  the  obvious  policy  of  efta- 
-blilhing  a  nurfery  of  fouthern  fiihermen  has  been  fuccefsfully 
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attempted.  Seven  families  wifhing  to  remain  Britifh  fubjec"Uf 
and  to  derive  the  benefit  of  the  Englifli  markets,  had  migrated 
to  Nova  Scotia,  where  they  were  difcouraged  from  extending 
their  colony,  and  were  invited  by  the  Right  Honourable  Charles 
Greville  to  fettle  at  Milford  in  Milford  Haven.  They  fitted 
out  their  fhip  and  had  a  fuccefsful  voyage,  and  the  refpect- 
able  family  of  Starbucks  have  extended,  the  concern,  to  four 
{hips. 

Parliament  wifely  continued  the  limited  invitation  to  foreign - 
fiihermen  to  fettle  at  Milford,  and  the  acceffion  of  Mr.  Rotch 
has  increafed  the  Milford  Fifhery  to  eight  fhips.  And  the  very 
extenfive  connexion  of  that  gentleman  in  America,  is  likely  to 
make  the  port  of  Milford  important  to  the  mutual  benefit  of 
commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  for  which  its 
fituation  is  fo  eminently  fuited.  The  Southern  Whale  Fifhery, 
from  this  place,  has  not  a  lefs  capital  afloat  at  this  time  than 
80,000/.  nor  has  any  whaling  fhip  from  the  port  of  Milford 
the  leaft  concern  whatfoever  with  any  adventure  except  the  fil  - 
ing for  whales.. 

It  is  lingular  enough  that  one  of  the  nobleft  ports  in  England, 
whether  it  be  confidered  in  point  of  fituation,  commanding,  at 
all  times,  a  free  and  fpeedy  communication  with  Ireland  and 
the  Weftern  Ocean,  and  favourable  for  diftribution  of  mercharir 
dize,  or  regarded  as  to  the  conveniencies  it  poffefles  as  a  port 
and  harbour,  fhould  fo  totally  have  been  neglected  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  legiflature,  that  when  the  families  above  mentioned  firft 
fettled  there,  the  place  did  not  afford  them  a  fingle  houfe  for 
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their  reception.  At  this  moment,  by  the  removal  of  artificial 
obftructions  and  the  unremitting  attention  of  Mr.  Greville,  there 
is  a  town,  with  fuitable  protections  of  batteries,  and  two  volun- 
teer companies ;  a  dock-yard  in  which  three  King's  mips  are 
now  building,  a  quay,  and  eftablifliments  of  the  different  tradef- 
men  and  artificers,  which  a  fea-port  neceflarily  requires.  Hav- 
ing proceeded  thus  far,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that,  in  the 
courfe  of  half  a  century,  it  may  clafs  among  the  greateft  of  the 
out-ports. 

I  mention  this  circumftance  as  a  ftriking  inftance,  to  mew  the 
importance  of  the  South  Sea  Fimery,  and  as  a  proof  that,  con- 
trary to  the  generally  received  opinion,  it  may  be  carried  on  by 
fkill  and  management,  and  without  the  adventitious  aid  of  trading, 
fo  as  fully  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  thofe  who  are  properly  qua- 
lified to  embark  in  the  undertaking.  For  where  men,  by  in- 
duftry  in  their  profeflion,  rife  from  fmall  beginnings  into  afflu- 
ence, fuch  profeflion  may  be  followed  with  a  greater  certainty 
of  fuccefs  than  many  others  which  appear  to  hold  out  more  fe- 
ducing  profpects.  The  American  fifnermen  never  fet  out  with 
a  capital,  but  invariably  work  themfelves  into  one  ;  and  the  South 
Sea  Fifhery  from  England  may  fucceed  on  the  fame  principle, 
as  the  above  example  clearly  fhews,  under  every  difadvantage, 
when  properly  conducted. 

It  is  difficult  to  point  out  the  grounds  of  juftice  or  policy 
in  giving  tonage  bounties  to  the  Greenland  Fifhery,  and  only 
premiums  to  fuccefsful  adventurers  in  the  Southern  Fifhery. 

A  voyage 
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A  voyage  to  Greenland  is  four  months,  the  outfit  of  which 
is  covered  by  the  tonage  bounty  and,  if  wholly  unfuccefsful,  the 
fame  fhip  can  make  a  fecond  voyage  the  fame  year  to  fome  of 
the  ports  of  the  Baltic.  A  voyage  to  the  South  Sea  is  from 
twelve  to  eighteen  months,  and  muft  depend  folely  on  the  fuc- 
cefs  in  fifhing.  A  Greenland  fVip  fets  out  on  a  fmall  capital, 
and  builds  on  a  quick  return  ;  but  a  South  Sea  whaler  muft  ex- 
pend a  very  confiderable  capital  in  making  his  outfit,  for  which 
he  can  reckon  on  no  returns  for  at  leaft  eighteen  months. 
Hence  the  ufual  practice  of  fending  them  out  in  the  double  ca- 
pacity of  fifhers  and  contraband  traders,  in  order  that  the  lofTes 
they  may  fuftain  by  ill  fuccefs  in  fifhing  may  be  made  good  by 
fmuggling. 

If  by  extending  the  fifhery  we  fhould  be  enabled  to  fupply  the 
continent  of  Europe,  two  objects  fhould  never  be  out  of  the 
view  of  the  Legiflature — the  exemption  from  duty  of  all  the 
produce  of  the  fifheries,  and  particularly  fparmaceti,  which,  if 
manufactured  into  candles,  and  fubject  only  to  the  fame  duty  as 
tallow  candles,  would  produce  much  more  to  the  revenue  than 
when  taxed  as  it  now  is,  as  wax. — I  have  heard  it  afTerted  that 
the  extenfion  of  the  premium  fyflem,  by  doubling  its  prefent 
amount,  which  never  could  exceed  30,000/.  a  year,  would  be 
adequate  encouragement  to  fupply  the  home  market  with  fper- 
maceti  and  black  whale  oil,  and  that  the  bonding  of  foreign  oil 
in  Great  Britain  would  throw  the  whole  agency  of  American 
fifhery  on  England  with  greater  advantage  to  both  countries 
than  by  any  other  fyftem. 

But 
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But  when  we  confider  that  the  home  market  is  neceffarily  fe- 
cured  to  Britifh  fubjects  by  high  duties  on  foreign  oil,  we  mould 
alfo  confider  that  every  means  to  lefTen  the  charges  of  outfit 
mould  ftrengthen  our  adventure  in  this  lucrative  branch  of  trade. 
Among  others  that  would  feem  to  have  this  tendency,  are  the 
facilities  that  might  be  afforded  by  the  happy  pofition  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  If  at  this  ftation  was  eftablifhed  a  kind 
of  central  depot  for  the  Southern  Whale  Fifhery,  it  might,  in 
time,  be  the  means  of  throwing  into  our  hands  exclufively  the 
fupplying  of  Europe  with  fpermaceti  oil.  To  the  protection  of 
the  fifheries  on  the  eaft  and  weft  coafts  of  Southern  Africa,  the 
Cape  is  fully  competent,  and  the  fifheries  on  thefe  coafts  would 
be  equally  undifturbed  in  war  as  in  peace.  From  hence  they 
would,  at  all  times,  have  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  a  fupply 
of  refreshments  for  their  crews,  and  of  laying  in  a  ftock  of  fait 
provifions  at  one- fourth  part  of  the  expence  of  carrying  them, 
out  from  England. 

In  the  wide  range  which,  of  late  years,  they  have  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  take,  from  the  eaft,  round  Cape  Horn,  to  the  weft 
coaft  of  America,  partly  for  the  fake  of  carrying  on  a  contra- 
band trade  with  the  Spanifh  colonies,  and  partly  for  fifhing,  they 
are  deftitute,  in  time  of  war,  of  all  protection.  Hitherto  they 
have  fuffered  little  inconvenience  from  this  circumftance,  be- 
caufe  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  gave  us  the  complete  and  un- 
difturbed poffeflion  of  the  Southern  Ocean  j  but  will  this  be  the 
cafe  in  the  prefent  war,  when  the  French  and  Dutch  are  in 
poffeflion  of  the  bays  and  harbours  of  the  Cape  ?  Whilft,  from 
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Europe  to  the  Indian  Ocean,  if  we  except  the  Portugueze  illandt, 
and  Rio  de  Janeiro,  whofe  admiffion  to  us  is  extremely  pre- 
carious, we  have"  not  a  creek  that  will  afford  us  a  butt  of  water, 
a  bifcuit,  or  a  bullock. 

It  is  by  no  means  neceflary  to  refort  to  the  coafts  of  South 
America  to  fucceed  in  the  Southern  Whale  Fifliery.  The 
whales  on  the  eaft  and  weft  coafts  of  Africa  are  of  the  fame 
kind,  of  as  large  a  fize,  and  as  eafily  taken,  as  thofe  on  the 
fhores  of  the  oppofite  continent.  The  black  whales,  indeed, 
are  caught  with  much  greater  eafe,  as  they  refort  in  innumerable 
quantities  into  all  the  bays  on  the  coafts  of  South  Africa,  where 
there  is  no  rifle  in  encountering  them,  and  lefs  expence  as  well 
as  more  certainty  in  talcing  them,  than  In  the  open  ocean.  The 
fpermaceti  whale,  whofe  oil  is  more  valuable,  and  of  which  one 
half  of  the  cargo  at  leaft  fhould  be  compofed,  in  order  to  meet 
the  expences  of  a  long  voyage,  is  equally  abundant  On  the 
coafts  of  Southern  Africa  as  on  thofe  of  America.  No  objec- 
tion can  therefore  lie  on  the  ground  of  taking  the  filh. 

If  policy  requires  the  encouragement  of  all  our  fifheries  by 
bounties,  and  that  with  a  view  of  increafing  the  nurfery  of 
feamen  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  it  may,  perhaps,  be  ex- 
pedient to  extend  that  encouragement  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  a  meafure  which  could  not  fail  to  bring  to- 
gether the  South  Sea  fifhers  to  its  ports  to  complete  their,  car- 
goes, giving,  by  their  means,  an  increafed  energy  and  activity 
to  the  trade  and  ihduftry  of  the  fettlement. 
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The  fituation,  the  fecurity,  and  the  conveniences  of  the 
Knyfna^  are  admirably  adapted  for  carrying  into  execution  a 
fifhery  on  fuch  a  plan.    Every  material  either  is,  or  might 
be,  produced  upon  the  fpot  for  equipping  their  (hips.  The 
land  is  here  the  very  beft  that  the  colony  affords,  and  it  fo  hap- 
pens, that  the  fix  months  in  which  it  might  be  dangerous  to 
fifh  on  this  coaft,  are  the  fuitable  feafon  for  cultivating  the 
land.    Such  fmall  craft  might  alfo  find  their  advantage  in  run- 
ning down  to  the  iflands  in  the  South  Seas  and  picking  up  a 
cargo  of  feals,  and  thus  anticipate  the  Americans,  who,  by 
means  of  their  fifliery  and  ginfeng,  and  the  produce  of  their 
lumber  cargoes,  have  worked  themfelves,  as  we  have  already 
had  occafion  to  notice,  into  a  valuable  portion  of  the  China 
trade.    Whereas  if  oil  taken  on  the  coaft  by  the  fmall  craft  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Cape,  which  might  alfo  include  oil  taken 
by  foreign  fifhermen  and  exchanged  by  them  for  India  or  China 
goods,  were  admitted  to  entry  in  Britifli  bottoms  into  Great 
Britain  at  a  low  colonial  duty,  the  foreign  fifhermen,  who 
never  can  be  excluded  from  fifliing  on  the  coafts  of  Africa, 
might  find  a  market  for  their  oil  there.    And  the  Americans 
would,  probably,  under  fuch  regulations,  find  it  their  advantage 
to  fupply  themfelves  with  Indian  produce  at  the  Cape,  and  ex- 
tend their  fifliery  only  when  they  could  not  obtain  a  vent  for 
their  native  produce  of  fkins,  drugs,  and  lumber.    The  fitua- 
tion of  the  Cape,  properly  ftocked,  might  thus  be  an  important 
dep6t  for  Britifh  trade  with  America,  and,  perhaps,  fuperfede 
expenfive  voyages  to  China  in  their  fmall  mips.    This,  how- 
ever, is  mere  mattter  of  opinion  and  not  of  fad.    That  the 
vol.  11.  T  T  plan 
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plan  they  now  purfue  does  anfwer  their  expectations,  may  be 
inferred  from  the  number  of  their  mips,  progreflively  increafing, 
•which  navigate  the  Indian  Seas. 

Some  few  of  their  mips  refort  to  the  bays  within  the  limiu 
of  the  Cape  colony  to  take  the  black  whale ;  but  as  thofc 
bays  are  acceffible  only  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  it  would 
be  no  difficult  matter,  if  an  exclufive  fifhery  could  be  deemed 
politic,  with  a  fingle  frigate,  to  clear  the  coaft  of  all  fifhers 
except  our  own.  They  fometimes,  alfo,  run  into  Saint  Helena 
Bay  to  the  northward,  or  into  Algoa  Bay  to  the  eaftward,  to 
complete  their  cargoes,  a  privilege  that  policy  would  require 
to  be  allowed  only  with  moderation  even  to  our  own  mips  j 
for  it  has  been  obferved  that  conftant  timing  in  any  one  place, 
never  fails  to  chace  the  fifh  entirely  away. 

There  can  be  little  doubt,  therefore,  that  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  might  be  rendered  effentially  ufeful  to  the  Southern 
Whale  Fifhery,  fo  important  to  the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  Great  Britain  ;  but  that  during  the  war,  the  fame  place  in 
the  poffeffion  of  an  enemy,  may  be  the  means  of  obftrucYmg 
this  valuable  branch  of  trade,  and  mult,  at  all  events,  render  it 
forced  and  precarious. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  ftate  the  different  points  of  view 
in  which  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  may  be  confidered  of  im- 
portance to  the  Britifh  nation,  as  a  military  and  naval  ftation, 
as  a  feat  of  commerce,  and  a  depot  for  the  Southern  Whale 
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Fifliery,  It  remains  only  to  inquire  how  far  it  is,  or  may  be- 
come, value  as  a  colony,  or  territorial  acquifition,  intrinfically, 
and  independent  of  other  confiderations;  This  point  will  beft 
be  afcertained  by  a  topographical  defcription  and  a  ftatiftical 
{ketch  of  the  fettlement,  which  will  be  the  fubject  of  the  fol- 
lowing chapter,  and  with  which  I  ftiall  clofe  the  prefent  vo- 
lume* 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Topographical  Defcription  and  Statiftical  Sketch  of  the  Cape 

Settlement. 

G ener AL  Description. — Dimenfions.  —  Extent.  —  Soil. — Climate  Winds. — Scar- 
city of  Water. — Permanent  Rivers  enumerated  and  defcribed. — Mountains.  —  Divi- 
ftons,  Population,  and  Produce.  -  Provincial  Judicature. — District  of  the 
Cape — Extent  of  and  Quantity  of  Land  under  Cultivation.  -  Cape  Toiun  — Stock, 

Produce,  and  Population  afcertained  by  the  Opgaaff. — Births  and  Mortality  

Criminals. — Natural  Products  of  the  Cape  Dijlricl. — District  of  Stellen- 
BOSCH  AND  DRAKENSTEIN — Extent  and  Diviftons  of. — The  Drofdy  or  Village — 
Situation  and  Produce  of  the  other  Diviftons  of  this  Dijlricl — Stock  and  Population 
of  according  to  the  OpgaafF. — District  of  Zwellendam—  Dimenfions,  Ex- 
tent, and  Diviftons  of— the  Drofdy  or  Village  of — Situation  and  Produce  of  the  other 
Diviftons — Stock  and  Population  according  to  the  OpgaafF. — District  OF  Graaf 
Reynet — Dimenfions,  Extent,  and  Diviftons  of—  Drofdy  or  Village  of—  Situation 
end  Produce  of  the  other  Diviftons  of  this  Dijlricl — Stock  and  Population  according 
to  the  OpgaafF. — Tenures  of  Lands — Loan  Farms,  Nature  and  Number  of  — 
Gratuity  Lands. — £$uit  Rents. — Freeholds. — Reafons  againfl  Improvement  of  EJlates 
in  the  Cape  Property  frequently  changes  Hands.— Condition  of  the  INHA- 
BITANTS.— Neceffaries  of  Life  obtained  without  Exertion. — Four  Clajfes  of  Colonijls 
— Thofe  of  the  Town,  Condition  of  — Taxes  and  Ajpjfments  moderate. —  Tythes  er 
Church  Rates  none—no  Poor  Rates. — Police  condutled  by  a  College  of  Burghers — 
their  FunHions—Neglecl  and  Abufes  of —Improvement  Juggefed.— Indifference  of 
the  Ctlonijls  for  rational  Amufements. — The  Wine  Growers,  Condition  and  Re- 
journs of— State  of  their  Outgoings  and  Returns. — Eafy  Terms  of  purchaftng  Eflates. 
—Corn  Boors,  Condition  of— State  of  their  Outgoings  and  Returns. — Graziers, 
indolent  and  heljplefs  Condition  of— their  bad  Characler—fubjecl  to  no  Taxes — Statt 
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cf  Outgoings  and  Returns.— Revenues  of  Government  -  Nature  of  the  thirteen 
Heads  of  and  Table  of  their  Amount  for  four  fuccefftve  Years. — Jurisprudence. 
— Nature  and  Confitution  of  the  Court  ~  its  Members. — Civil  Caufes. — Attornies. 
—  Office  of  Fifcal.  —  Court  of  Commiffaries  for  petty  Suits >  and  matrimonial  Affairs. 
— The  W fe/hammer,  or  Chamber  for  managing  the  Effects  of  Minors  and  Orphans 
— its  Functions. — Religion,  that  of  the  Reformed  Church. — Lutherans  and  others 
barely  tolerated.  — Condition  of  the  Clergy — Duties  of— direct  the  Funds  raifed  for 
the  Relief  of  the  Poor — are  Curators  of  the  public  School. — Amount  of  Church 
Funds.— Improvements  suggested,  by  the  Introduction  of  Chincfe—eafly 
effected  by  the  Briti/h  Government — by  Moravian  Efabli/hments  of  Hottentots  in 
the  dijlant  Parts  —  by  encloftng  the  Farms  -  leading  their  Vines  up  Props  or  Efpaliers. 
—New  Syfem  in  the  Tillage  of  Corn  Lands. — Efablijhment  of  Fairs  or  Markets^ 
and  erecting  of  Villages  -  Confequences  of  thefe.  —  Conclufion. 

General  Description. 

J  F  from  the  fouthern  point  of  the  Cape  peninfula,  which, 
however,  is  not  the  fouthernmoft  point  of  Africa,  a  ftraight 
line  be  drawn  in  the  direction  of  eaft  by  north,  it  will  cut  the 
mouth  of  the  Great  Fifh.  River,  the  Rio  d1  Infante  of  the  Portu- 
guefe,  which  is  now  confidered  as  the  eaftern  boundary  of  the 
colony.  The  length  of  this  line  is  about  five  hundred  and 
eighty  miles. 

If  from  the  fame  point  a  ftraight  line  be  drawn  in  the  direc- 
tion of  north,  with  a  little  inclination  wTefterly,  it  will  fall  in 
with  the  mouth  of  the  River  Kouffie,  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  colony,  at  the  diftance  of  about  three  hundred  and  fifteen 
miles. 

And,  if  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Fifh  River  a  line,  drawn 
in  the  direction  of  north-north- weft,  be  continued  to  the  diftance 
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of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles,  to  a  point  behind  the 
Snowy  Mountains  called  Pletten berg's  Landmark,  and  from 
thence  be  continued  in  a  circular  fweep  inwards  to  the  mouth  of 
the  River  Koujfie,  upwards  of  five  hundred  miles  ;  thefe  lines 
will  circumfcribe  the  tract  of  country  which  conftitutes  the  co- 
lony of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

By  reducing  this  irregular  figure  to  a  parallelogram,  it  will  be 
found  to  comprehend  an  area  of  at  leaft  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  fquare  miles.  And  as  it  appears  that  the  whole  po- 
pulation of  whites,  blacks,  and  Hottentots,  within  this  area, 
amounts  only  to  about  fixty  thoufand  fouls,  though  it  cannot 
boaft  that 

"  Every  rood  of  ground  maintains  its  man," 

•yet  every  two  fquare  miles  may  be  faid  to  have  at  leaft  one 
human  creature  allotted  to  it.  If,  therefore,  the  Dutch  at  home 
occupy  one  of  the  moft  populous  countries  in  Europe,  they 
poffefs  abroad  the  moft  defert  colony  that  is  certainly  to  be  met 
with  upon  the  face  of  the  globe.  But  as  this  is  lefs  owing  to 
the  natural  defects  of  the  country,  than  to  the  regulations  under 
which  it  has  been  governed,  the  comparative  population  with 
the  extent  of  furface  ought  not  be  taken  as  the  teft  of  the  in- 
trinfic  value  of  the  fettlement,  as  the  population  of  any  country, 
under  a  moderate  climate,  will,  in  the  natural  courfe  of  things, 
always  rife  to  a  level  with  the  means  of  fubfiftence. 

As  the  beft  foil  for  vegetable  growth  is  unqueftionably  pro- 
duced from  a  decompofition  of  vegetable  matter,  it  amounts 
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to  a  pleonafm  to  fay,  that  the  richeft  foil  will  invariably  be 
found  where  vegetation  is  moft  abundant  and  mod  luxuriant  -t 
the  foil  and  the  plant  acting  reciprocally  as  caufe  and  effect. 
Hence,  if  climate  were  entirely  out  of  the  queftion,  we  mould 
have  an  infallible  criterion  for  determining  the  quality  of  foil 
in  any  country  by  the  abundance  or  fcarcity,  the  luxuriance  or 
poverty,  of  the  native  plants.  Meafuring  the  foil  of  the  Cape 
fettlement  by  this  fcale,  it  would  be  pronounced  among  the 
pooreft  in  the  known  world  j  for  I  may  fafely  venture  to  fay, 
that  feven  parts  in  ten  of  the  above  mentioned  furface  are,  for 
a  great  part  of  the  year,  and  fome  of  them  at  all  times,  deftitute 
of  the  leaft  appearance  of  verdure.  The  upper  regions  of  all 
the  chains  of  mountains  are  naked  maffes  of  fandftone ;  the, 
valleys  at  their  feet  are  clothed  with  grafs,  with  thickets,  and 
fometimes  with  impenetrable  forefts.  The  inferior  hills  or 
knolls,  whofe  furfaces  are  generally  compofed  of  loofe  fragments 
of  fandftone,  as  well,  as  the  wide  fandy  plains  that  conned  them, 
are  thinly  ftrewed  over  with  heaths  and  other  fhrubby  plants, 
exhibiting  to  the  eye  an  uniform  and  dreary  appearance.  In 
the  loweft  parts  of  thefe  plains,  where  the  waters  fubfide  and„ 
filtering  through  the  fand,  break  out  in  fprings  upon  the  furface, 
vegetation  is  fomewhat  more  luxuriant.  In  fuch  fituations  the 
farm-houfes  are  generally  placed  ;  and  the  patches  of  cultivated 
ground  contiguous  to  them,  like  the  Oafes  in  the  fandy  deferts, 
may  be  confidered  as  fo  many  verdant  iflands  in  the  midft  of  a 
boundlefs  wafte ;  ferving  to  make  the  furrounding  wildernefs 
more  dreary  by  companion.  Of  fuch  plains  and  knolls  is  the 
belt  of  land  compofed  that  lies  between  the  fkft  chain  of  moun- 
tains and  the  fea-coafts. 
'",  ...  The 


3a8  TRAVELS  IN 

The  foils,  in  general,  on  this  tract  of  country,  are  either  of 
ftiff  clay,  into  which  there  is  no  poffibility  of  entering  with  a 
plough  till  well  foaked  by  heavy  rains,  or  of  a  light  and  fandy 
nature,  commonly  of  a  reddifh  tinge,  and  abounding  with  fmall 
round  quartzofe  pebbles.  Seldom  any  free  black  vegetable 
mould  appears  except  in  the  fmall  patches  of  garden  ground, 
vineyards,  and  orchards  that  furround  the  habitations,  where, 
by  long  culture,  manure,  and  the  fertilizing  influence  of  fprings 
or  a  permanent  rill  of  water,  the  foil  is  fo  far  mellowed  as  to 
admit  the  fpade  at  all  feafons  of  the  year. 

But  thofe  vaft  plains,  which  are  known  in  the  colony  by  the 
Hottentot  name  of  Karroo^  and  which  are  interpofed  between 
the  great  chains  of  mountains,  wear  a  ftill  more  difmal  appear- 
ance than  the  lower  plains  that  are  chequered  with  patches  of 
cultivated  ground.  Out  of  their  impenetrable  furfaces  of  clay, 
glittering  with  fmall  chryftals  of  quartz,  and  condemned  to  per- 
petual drought  and  aridity,  not  a  blade  of  grafs,  and  fcarcely  a 
verdant  twig,  occurs  to  break  the  barren  uniformity.  The  hills, 
by  which  the  furface  of  thefe  plains  are  fometimes  broken,  are 
chiefly  compofed  of  fragments  of  blue  flate,  or  mafTes  of  felt- 
fpar,  and  argillaceous  ironftone ;  and  the  furfaces  of  thefe  are 
equally  denuded  of  plants  as  thofe  of  the  plains. 

Yet,  as  I  have  already  had  occafion  to  obferve,  wherever  the 
Karroo  plains  are  tinged  with  iron,  and  water  can  be  brought 
upon  them,  the  foil  is  found  to  be  extremely  productive.  The 
fame  effect  is  obfervable  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Cape, 
where  the  foil  is  coloured  with  iron  j  or  where  mafles  of  a 
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brown  ochraceous  ftone  (the  oxyd  of  iron  combined  with  clay) 
lie  juft  below  the  furface,  where  they  are  fometimes  found  in 
extenfive  ftrata.  In  fuch  fituations  they  have  the  beft  grapes 
and  the  beft  of  every  fort  of  fruit,  which  may  be  owing,  pro- 
bably, to  the  manganefe  that  this  kind  of  dark  brown  iron- 
ftone  generally  contains,  and  which  modern  difcoveries  in  che- 
miftry  have  afcertained  to  be  particularly  favourable  to  the 
growth  of  plants. 

There  is  neither  a  volcano  nor  a  volcanic  product  in  the 
fouthern  extremity  of  Africa,  at  leaft  in  any  of  thofe  parts 
where  I  have  been,  nor  any  fubftances  that  feem  to  have  un- 
dergone the  action  of  fire,  except  maflfes  of  iron-ftone  found  ge- 
nerally among  the  boggy  earth  in  the  neighbourhood  of  fome 
of  the  hot  fprings,  and  which  appear  like  the  fcorias  of  furnaces. 
Pieces  of  pumice-ftone  have  been  picked  up  on  the  fliore  of 
Robben  Ifland,  and  on  the  coaft  near  Algoa  Bay,  which  muft 
have  been  wafted  thither  by  the  waves,  as  th-~  whole  bafis  of 
this  ifland  is  a  hard  and  compact  blue  fchiftus,  with  veins  of 
quartz  running  through  it,  and  of  the  eaftern  coaft  iron-ftone 
and  granite. 

The  climate  of  the  Cape  may  be  confidered  as  not  unfriendly 
to  vegetation ;  but  by  reafon  of  its  fituation,  within  the  influ- 
ence of  a  kind  of  Monfoon  or  periodical  winds,  the  rains  are 
very  unequal,  defcending  in  torrents  during  the  cold  feafon, 
whilft  fcarcely  a  fhower  falls  to  refrefh  the  earth  in  the  hot 
fummer  months,  when  the  dry  fouth-eaft  winds  prevail.  Thefe 
winds  blaft  the  foliage,  blofTom,  and  fruit  of  all  thofe  trees  that 
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are  net  well  fheltered  from  their  baneful  gufts,  which,  for  about 
fix  months,  almoft  constantly  blow  from  that  quarter.  Nor  is 
the  human  conftitution  more  proof  againft  the  painful  fenfation 
of  the  fouth-eaft  winds  of  the  Cape  than  the  plants.  Like  the 
fouth-eaft  Sirocco  of  Naples  they  relax  and  fatigue  both  the 
body  and  mind,  rendering  them  utterly  incapable  of  activity  or 
energy.  During  their  continuance  the  town  appears  to  be  de- 
ferted.  Every  door  and  window  is  clofed  to  keep  out  the  duft 
and  the  heat,  both  of  which  diminiih  with  the  continuance  of 
the  gale ;  the  air  gradually  cools,  and  every  fmall  pebble  and 
particle  of  duft  in  the  courfe  of  four- and-twenty  hours  is  carried 
into  the  fea. 

The  neceffity  of  protecting  the  fruit  groves,  vineyards,  and 
gardens  from  thefe  winds,  has  led  thofe  colonifts  who  dwell  on 
the  nearer  fide  of  the  firft  chain  of  mountains,  for  they  are  not 
much  felt  beyond  them,  to  divide  that  portion  of  their  grounds, 
fo  employed,  by  oak  fkreens,  a  plant  that  grows  here  much 
more  rapidly  than  in  Europe  ;  but  their  corn-lands  are  entirely 
open.  A  Cape  boor  beftows  no  more  labour  on  his  farm  than 
is  unavoidable  ;  and  as  grain  is  moftly  reaped  before  the  fouth- 
eaft  winds  are  fairly  fet  in,  the  enclofure  of  the  arable  land  did 
not  appear  to  be  neceffary,  and  was  confequently  omitted. 

The  climate  of  the  Cape  is  remarkably  affected  by  local  cir- 
cumftances.  Tn  the  fummer  months  there  is  at  leaft  from  6  to 
10  degrees  of  Fahrenheit's  fcale  in  the  difference  of  temperature 
between  Cape  Town  and  Wynberg,  whofe  diftance  is  only  about 
feven  or  eight  miles,  owing  to  the  latter  being  on  the  wind- 
ward 
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ward  fide  of  the  Table  Mountain,  and  the  former  to  leeward  of 
it ;  from  whence,  alfo,  the  rays  of  the  meridian  fan  are  thr  own 
back  upon  the  town,  as  from  the  furface  of  a  concave  mirror. 
The  variation  of  climate,  to  which  the  Table  Valley  is  fubjedt, 
led  one  of  the  Britifh  officers  to  obferve  that  thofe  who  lived  in  it 
were  either  in  an  oven,  or  at  the  funnel  of  a  pair  of  bellows, 
or  under  a  water-fpout.  On  the  Cape  fide  of  the  mountains  the 
thermometer  rarely  defcends  below  400  j  but  on  the  elevated 
Karroo  plains,  within  the  mountains,  it  is  generally,  in  the 
winter  months,  below  the  freezing  point  by  night,  and  from  70 
to  80  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 

I  think  this  intenfe  cold  of  the  Karroo  plains,  beyond  what 
might  be  expected  from  their  parallel  of  latitude  or  elevation, 
may  fatisfa&orily  be  accounted  for  from  the  ingenious  experi- 
ments of  Mr.  Von  Humboldt,  on  the  chemical  decompofition  of 
the  atmofpherical  air.  He  proves  that  fat  and  clayey  earths  are 
ftrongly  difpofed  to  attract  the  oxygen  from  the  atmofphere, 
by  which  the  azotic  gas  is  let  loofe  ;  and  this  gas,  entering  again 
into  combination  with  frefh  oxygen,  of  the  fuperincumbent 
ftratum,  in  an  increafed  proportion,  forms  nitric  acid,  from  which 
faltpetre  is  generated.  That  faltpetre  is  abundantly  formed  on 
thofe  plains  is  an  indifputable  fad,  as  I  have  fully  fliewn  in  the 
fecond  chapter  of  the  firft  volume  ;  and  the  confequence  of  fuch 
formation  muft  neceiTarily  be  a  great  diminution  of  temperature 
in  thofe  places  where  the  operation  is  moft  powerfully  carrying 
on.  Hence  may  be  explained  thofe  columns  of  cold  air  through 
which  one  frequently  pafles  upon  the  Karroo  plains. 
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The  north-weft  winds  of  winter  have  a  moift  and  cold  feel 
even  in  Cape  Town,  where,  though  thermometer  feldom  de- 
fcends  below  400,  and  then  only  about  an  hour  before  fun-rife, 
all  the  Englifh  inhabitants  were  glad  to  keep  conftant  fires  dur- 
ing the  months  of  July,  Auguft,  and  September.  Even  in  Oc- 
tober it  is  not  unufual  to  obferve  the  fummits  of  the  mountains 
to  the  eaftward  of  the  Cape  ifthmus  buried  in  fnow. 

But  as  I  have  taken  particular  notice  of  the  remarkable 
changes  of  temperature  in  different  feafons  and  fituations  in  the 
former  volume,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  refer  the  reader  to  it  for 
further  information  on  this  fubje£r. 

The  great  fcarcity  of  water  in  fummer,  the  reafon  of  which 
I  have  endeavoured  to  account  for  in  the  fecond  chapter,  is 
much  more  unfavourable  to  an  extended  cultivation  than  either 
the  foil  or  climate.  The  torrents  of  rain  that  defcend  for  about 
four  months  in  the  year,  deluging  the  whole  country,  difappear 
fuddenly,  for  the  reafons  therein  ftated,  leaving  the  deep  funken 
beds  of  the  rivers  nearly  dry,  or  fo  far  exhaufted  as  to  be  ren- 
dered incapable  of  fupplying  the  purpofes  of  irrigation.  The 
periodical  rivulets,  and  the  ftreams  that  ifTue  from  the  mountain 
fprings,  are  either  abforbed  or  evaporated  before  they  arrive  at 
any  great  diftance  from  their  fources.  In  the  whole  compafs  of 
this  extenfive  colony,  one  can  fcarcely  fay  that  there  is  a  fingle 
navigable  river. 

The  two  principal  rivers,  on  the  weftern  coaft,  are  the  Berg 
or  Mountain  River,  which  takes  its  rife  in  the  mountains  that 
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cnclofe  the  Vale  of  Drakenftein,  and  falls  into  Saint  Helena 
Bay  ;  and  the  Oliphant  or  Elephant's  River,  which,  after  collect- 
ing the  ftreamlets  of  the  firft  chain  of  mountains  in  its  northerly 
courfe  along  their  feet,  empties  itfelf  into  the  Southern  Atlantic 
in  310  30'  fouth.  Though  both  thefe  rivers  have  permanent 
ftreams  of  water,  fufficiently  deep  to  be  navigable  by  fmall  craft, 
to  the  diftance  of  about  twenty  miles  up  the  country,  yet  the 
mouth  of  the  former  is  choaked  up  with  a  bed  of  fand,  and 
acrofs  the  latter  is  a  reef  of  rocks. 

On  the  fouth  coaft  of  the  colony  the  permanent  rivers  of  any 
magnitude  are,  the  Broad  River,  the  Gauritz  River,  the  Knyjka, 
the  Keurboom  River,  the  Camtoos  River,  the  Zwartkops  River, 
the  Sunday  River,  and  the  Great  Fijh  River  j  the  laft  of  which 
terminates  the  colony  to  the  eaftward. 

The  Broad  River  is  difcharged  into  Saint  Sebaftian's  Bay, 
which  the  Dutch  confider  as  a  dangerous  navigation,  though 
there  have  been  inftances  of  their  mips  taking  fhelter  there  in 
the  north-weft  monfoon  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  which  is  here  a  Iheet  of  water  more  than  a  mile  in 
width;  but,  like  every  other  river  on  this  coaft,  except  the 
Knyfna,  it  is  crofted  by  a  bar  of  fand.  Within  this  bar  it  might 
be  navigated  by  fmall  craft  about  thirty  miles  up  the  country, 
an  extent,  however,  in  which  there  are  fcarcely  half  a  dozen 
farm-houfes. 

The  Gauritz  River  is  a  collection  of  water  from  the  Great 
Karroo  plains,  the  Black  Mountains,  and  the  chain  that  runs 
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parallel-,  and  neareft,  to  the  fea-coaft.  The  branches  to  the 
northward  of  this  chain  are  periodical,  but  it  flows,  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  throughout  the  year,  though,  in  the  fummer  months, 
with  a  very  weak  current.  In  the  rainy  feafon  it  is  confidered 
as  the  moft  rapid  and  dangerous  river  in  the  whole  colony. 
Its  mouth  opens  into  the  fea,  where  the  coaft  is  ftraight,  and 
it  is  crofled  by  a  bar  of  fand  which,  in  fummer,  is  generally 
dry. 

The  Knyfna,  being  altogether  different  from  the  other  rivers 
in  the  colony,  is  particularly  noticed,  and  a  fketch  of  it  given, 
in  the  fecond  chapter,  to  which  I  muft  beg  leave  to  refer  the 
reader. 

The  Keurboom  River,  like  the  Knyfna,  runs  up  into  the 
midft  of  tall  forefts,  and  might  be  navigated  by  boats  to  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance,  but  its  mouth,  in  Plettenberg's  Bay,  is  com- 
pletely fanded  up  by  the  almoft  perpetual  rolling  fwell  of  the 
fea,  from  the  fouth-eaftward  upon  the  fandy  beach. 

The  Camtoos  River  is  a  collection  of  waters  from  the  fame 
parts  of  the  country  as,  but  more  eafterly  than,  the  Gauritz 
River.  It  falls  into  a  wide  bay  of  the  fame  name,  in  which  the 
only  fecure  anchorage  is  oppofite  the  mouth  of  a  fmall  ftream 
called  the  Kromme  or  Crooked  River.  Though  Camtoos  River, 
juft  within  the  mouth,  is  a  wide  bafon  deep  enough  to  float  a 
{hip  of  the  line^  yet  the  bar  of  fand  acrofs  the  mouth  is  fordable 
upon  the  beach  at  high  water,  and  frequently  dry  at  low  wates. 


The 


SOUTHERN  AFRICA. 


The  Zwart  Kops  River  is  a  clear  permanent  ftream  of  water 
flowing  down  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  and  fertile  valleys  in  the 
colony  ;  and  is  among  the  very  few  of  thofe  that,  by  damming, 
may  be  turned  upon  the  contiguous  grounds.  Mr.  Rice,  whom 
I  have  had  occafion  to  mention,  fucceeded  by  a  great  deal  of 
perfeverance  in  getting  a  boat  over  the  bar,  and  failed  about 
eight  miles  up  this  valley,  to  which  diftance  only  the  tide  flows. 
The  whole  country  in  the  vicinity  of  the  river  and  the  bay  of 
the  fame  name,  into  which  it  falls,  is  among  the  raoft  fertile 
parts  of  the  colony. 

The  Sunday  River,  likewife,  falls  into  Algoa  or  Zwart  Kop's 
Bay,  oppofite  to  the  iflands  of  Saint  Croix.  It  rifes  in  the 
midft  of  the  Snowy  Mountains,  and  continues  a  permanently 
flowing  ftream,  broad  and  (hallow  in  the  middle  part  of  its 
courfe,  and  narrow  and  deep  towards  the  mouth,  which,  like 
the  reft,  is  choaked  with  a  bed  of  fand. 

The  Great  Fifh.  River  takes  its  rife  beyond  the  Snowy  Moun- 
tains, and,  in  its  long  courfe,  collects  a  multitude  of  ftreamlets, 
raoft  of  which  are  conftantly  fupplied  with  water.  On  each 
fide  of  its  mouth  is  a  wild>  rocky,  and  open  more,  but  the 
projecting  cheeks  form  a  fmall  cove  or  creek,  which,  it  feems> 
was  frequented  ,by  the  Portugueze  ftiortly  after  their  difcovery 
of  the  Cape  ;  though,  from  the  boifterous  appearance  of  the  fea, 
upon  the  bar  that  evidently  crofles  the  entrance  of  the  river,  it 
is  difficult  to  conceive  how  they  dared  to  truft  their  fhips  in 
fuch  an  expofed  fituation,  unlefs,  indeed,  they  were  fo  fmall  a3 

to 
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to  be  able,  at  high  water,  to  crofs  the  bar,  in  which  cafe  they 
might  lie,  at  all  feafons,  in  perfect  fecurity. 

All  thefe  rivers  are  well  flocked  with  perch,  eels,  and  fmali 
turtle,  and,  to  a  certain  diftance  from  the  fea-coaft,  they  abound 
with  almoft  every  kind  of  fea-fifh  peculiar  to  this  part  of  the 
world. 

Befide  the  rivers  here  enumerated,  the  whole  flip  of  land, 
ftretching  along  the  fea-coaft,  between  the  entrance  of  Falfe 
Bay  and  the  Great  Fifti  River,  is  interfe&ed  by  ftreamlets  whofe 
waters  are  neither  abforbed  nor  evaporated;  but  they  generally 
run  in  fuch  deep  chafms  as  to  be  of  little  ufe  towards  the  pro- 
motion of  agriculture  by  the  aid  of  irrigation. 

The  mountains,  as  I  have  before  obferved,  generally  run  in 
chains,  parallel  to  each  other,  and  moft  commonly  in  the  direc- 
tion of  eaft  and  weft.  At  a  diftance  they  poffefs  neither  the 
fublime  nor  the  beautiful,  but  the  approach  to  their  bafes  and 
the  paffages  of  the  kloofs  are  awfully  grand  and  terrific  ;  fome- 
times  their  naked  points  of  folid  rock  rife  almoft  perpendicularly, 
like  a  wall  of  mafonry,  to  the  height  of  three,  four,  and  even 
five  thoufand  feet,  refembling  the  Table  Mountain  on  the  Cape 
peninfula ;  fometimes  the  inclination  of  the  ftrata  is  fo  great, 
that  the  whole  mafs  of  mountain  appears  to  have  its  centre  of 
gravity  falling  without  the  bafe,  and  as  if  it  momentarily 
threatened  to  ftrew  the  plain  with  its  venerable  ruins ;  in  other 
places,  where  the  loofer  fragments  have  given  way,  they  are 

irregu- 
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Irregularly  peaked  and  broken  into  a  variety  of  fantaflic  fhapes. 
In  fhort,  all  the  chains  of  mountains  in  the  fouthern  part  of 
South  Africa,  may  be  confidered  to  be  made  up  of  a  repetition 
of  parts  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  Devil's  Hill,  the  Table  Moun- 
tain, and  the  Lion's  Head,  and  of  the  fame  materials,  but  ge- 
nerally of  a  more  gigantic  fize ;  and  all  their  fummits  are  en- 
tirely deftitute  of  verdure. 


Division,  Population,  and  Produce. 

When  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  perceived  their  fettle- 
ment  extending  far  beyond  the  bounds  they  had  originally  pre- 
ferred, they  found  it  expedient  to  divide  the  country  into  dis- 
tricts, and  to  place  over  each  a  civil  magiftrate  with  the  title  of 
Landroft,  who,  with  his  council  called  Hemraadeii,  was  au- 
thorized to  fettle  petty  difputes  among  the  farmers,  or  between 
them  and  the  native  Hottentots,  levy  fines  within  a  certain 
fum,  collect  and  apply  the  parochial  affefiments,  and  enforce  the 
orders  and  regulations  of  Government.  His  diftritt  was  dis- 
tributed into  a  number  of  fubdivifions,  over  each  of  which  was 
appointed  a  Feldtvoagtmecjier  or  country  overfeer,  whofe  duty 
was  to  take  cognizance  of  any  abufes  committed  within  his  di- 
vifion,  and  report  the  fame  to  the  Landroft,  to  adjuft  difputes 
about  fprings  or  water-courfes,  and  to  forward  the  orders  of 
Government. 


Little  as  the  authority  was  which  Government  had  thus 
delegated  to  the  Landroft  and  his  affiftants,  that  little  was  fubjecl 
vol.  ii.  x  x  fome- 
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fometimes  to  abufe,  fometimes  to  neglect,  and  very  often  to 

contempt. 

In  fact,  all  fyftems  of  provincial  judicature  feem  liable  to  the 
fame  objections.  If  too  much  power  be  confided  in  the  hands 
of  the  magiftratcs,  the  temptation  to  corruption  is  proportion- 
ally great,  and  to  attempt  to  execute  the  law  without  the  power 
would  feem  a  mockery  of  juftice.  The  latter  was  very  much 
the  cafe  in  the  diftant  parts  of  the  Cape  colony. 

For  want  of  fuch  a  power  the  laws  have  certainly,  in  moft 
cafes,  proved  unavailing.  The  Landrofl  had  only  the  fhadow 
of  authority.  The  council  and  the  country  overfeers  were 
compofed  of  farmers,  and  were  always  more  ready  to  fkreen 
and  protect  their  brother  boors,  accufed  of  crimes,  than  to  aflift 
in  bringing  them  to  juftice.  The  poor  Hottentot  had  little 
chance  of  obtaining  redrefs  for  the  wrongs  he  fuffered  from  the 
boors.  However  willing  the  Landroft  might  be  to  receive  his 
complaints,  he  poffefled  not  the  means  of  removing  the  griev- 
ance. To  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  the  Hottentot  was  a  fure  way 
to  lofe  his  popularity.  And  the  diftance  from  the  capital  was 
a  fufficient  obftacle  to  the  preferring  of  complaints  before  the 
Court  of  Juftice  at  the  Cape.  Whenever  this  has  happened, 
the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Juftice  met  with  as  little  refpeit,  at 
the  diftance  of  five  or  fix  hundred  miles,  as  the  orders  of  the 
Landroft  and  his  council.  If  a  man,  after  being  fummoned, 
did  not  chufe  to  appear,  there  was  no  force  in  the  country  to 
compel  him ;  and  they  knew  it  would  have  been  fruitlefs  to 

difpatch 
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difpatch  fuch  a  force  from  the  Cape.  Hence  murders  and  the 
moft  atrocious  crimes  were  committed  with  impunity  ;  and  the 
only  punimment  was  a  fentence  of  outlawry  for  contempt  of 
Court ;  a  fentence  that  was  attended  with  little  inconvenience 
to  the  criminal,  who  ftill  continued  to  maintain  his  ground  in 
fociety,  as  if  no  fuch  fentence  was  hanging  over  him.  It  de- 
barred him,  it  is  true,  from  making  his  ufual  vifits  to  the  ca- 
pital, but  he  found  no  difficulty  in  getting  his  bufinefs  done  by 
commiflion.  Numberlefs  inftances  of  this  kind  occurred,  yet 
the  fyftem  remained  the  fame.  Perhaps,  indeed,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  fuggeft  a  better,  till  a  greater  degree  of  population 
mail  compel  the  inhabitants  to  dwell  in  villages,  or  the  limits  of 
the  colony  be  contracted  into  a  narrower  compafs. 

| 

This  extenfive  fettlement,  whofe  dimenfions  have  been  given 
above,  is  divided  into  four  diftricts,  namely, 

1.  The  diftricl:  of  the  Cape. 

2.    of  Stellenbofch  and  Drakenftein. 

3.    of  Zwellendam. 

4.    of  Graaf  Reynet. 

Cape  District. 

Of  thefe  the  Cape  diftricl:  is  by  much  the  fmalleft,  but  the 
moft  populous.  It  may  be  confidered  as  divided  into  two  parts ; 
one  confifting  of  the  peninfula  on  which  the  Town  is  fituated, 
the  other  of  the  flip  of  land  extending  from  the  more  of  Table 
Bay  to  the  mouth  of  the  Berg  River  in  Saint  Helena  Bay,  and 

X  x  2  feparated 
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feparated  from  Stellenbofch  and  Drakenftein,  on  the  eaft,  by  the 
Little  Salt  River,  Deep  River,  and  Moflel  Bank  River,  being 
about  eighty  miles  from  north  to  fouth,  and  twenty-five  from 
eaft  to  weft  ;  containing,  therefore,  about  two  thoufand  ft]  u  a  re 
miles.  The  Cape  peninfula  is  about  thirty  miles  in  length  and 
eight  in  breadth,  or  two  hundred  and  forty  fquare  miles.  Ac- 
cording to  an  account  of  his  ftock,  produce,  and  land  under  cul- 
tivation, which  every  man  is  obliged  annually  to  give  in  to  the 
police  officers,  and  which  is  called  the  Opgaajf  lift,  it  appears 
that,  notwithftanding  the  comparative  fhort  diftance  of  every 
part  of  the  Cape  diftrict  from  a  market,  not  one  fifteenth  part 
of  the  furface  is  under  any  kind  of  tillage. 

Cape  Town  is  built  with  great  regularity,  the  ftreets  being 
all  laid  out  with  a  line.    The  houfes  are  generally  white-wafhed, 
and  the  doors  and  windows  painted  green  j  are  moftly  two 
ftories  in  height,  flat-roofed,  with  an  ornament  in  the  centre  of 
the  front,  or  a  kind  of  pediment;  a  raifed  platform  before  the 
door  with  a  feat  at  each  end.     It  confifts  of  1145  dwelling- 
houfes,  inhabited  by  about  five  thoufand  five  hundred  whites 
and  people  of  colour,  and  ten  thoufand  blacks.    The  firft  clafs 
is  compofed  of  thofe  who  fill  the  feveral  departments  of  Govern- 
ment, the  clergy,  the  members  of  the  Court  of  Juftice,  and  of 
the  Police.    The  next  are  a  fort  of  gentry  who,  having  eftates 
in  the  country,  retail  the  produce  of  them  through  their  flaves  ; 
then  comes  a  number  of  petty  dealers,  who  call  themfelves  mer- 
chants, and,  laftly,  the  tradefmen,  who  carry  on  their  feveral 
profeffions  through  their  blacks.    Many  of  the  people  of  colour 
are  fifhermen. 

Befides 
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Befides  the  caftle  and  the  forts,  the  other  public  buildings  are, 
a  large  well-built  barrack  for  2000  men  ;  a  quadrangular  build- 
ing, with  an  area  in  the  centre,  where  the  Government  flaves 
are  lodged  to  the  number  of  four  hundred  nearly  j  the  Re- 
formed Church,  which  is  a  fpacious  and  neat  ftru&ure  ;  the 
Lutheran  Church  j  the  town-houfe  j  the  Court  of  Juftice  j  and 
a  theatre. 

Towards  the  northern  extremity  of  the  diftridt,  in  that  part 
of  it  which  is  called  Zwartland,  there  is  a  fmall  church  with  a 
very  neat  and  comfortable  parfonage-houfe,  garden,  vineyard, 
"  and  corn-land,  but  no  village  near  it. 

The  produce  of  the  Cape  peninfula  is  grapes,  with  all  the 
European  and  many  of  the  tropical  fruits,  vegetables  of  every 
defcription,  barley  for  the  ufe  of  horfes,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of 
choice  wine.  Of  the  other  parts  of  the  Cape  diftric~t,  wheat, 
barley,  pulfe,  and  wine. 

By  a  regulation  of  the  Dutch  Government,  every  houfeholder 
was  obliged  annually  to  give  in  the  number  of  his  family,  the 
amount  of  his  live  ftock,  and  the  produce  of  his  farm.  As  this 
had  been  done  in  a  loofe  and  flovenly  manner,  and  as  the  aug- 
mentation of  ten  thoufand  fouls  rendered  it  important  to  afcer- 
tain  the  means  afforded  by  the  colony  for  their  fubfiftence,  Lord 
Macartney  required  that,  for  the  future,  every  man  mould  give 
in  his  ftatement  upon  oath.  When  this  new  regulation  was 
made,  the  Opgaqff,  for  that  year,  had  already  been  taken  in  the 
ufual  way,  but,  on  being  repeated,  the  numbers,  in  fome  articles, 

were 
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were  found  to  exceed  thofe  in  the  former  account  in  a  threefold 
proportion. 

The  following  is  an  abftracT:  of  the  Opgaqff  for  the  Cape 
diftrict  in  the  year  1797,  when  it  was  firft  required  to  be  given 
in  on  oath. 


Population. 


Men 

Women 

Sons 

Daughters 
Servants 

Men  flaves 
Women  flaves 
Slave  children 


1566 
1354 

1658 

232 
 ( 

6673 
2660 
2553 


-Chriftians  6261 


-Slaves  11,891 


Total  population  of  the  Cape  diftrict  18,152 

Of  the  above  number  of  Chriftians  or  free  people,  718  are 
perfons  of  colour,  and  one  thoufand,  nearly,  are  Europeans. 


Stock  and  Produce. 

Horfes  (his  Majefty's  cavalry  not  included)  8334 

Horned  cattle          -  20,957 

Sheep  and  goats        -  61,575 


Hogs 
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T  prrnrpvo   r\£   vxTMTit*     YY\cn^f*  lP9f*Ti 
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IUO  gdWOUoj               _  — 

700a 

TVTnirls  of  wheat  fown  in  1*706. 

\ lLKJIL       X  CaUCU 

•7  a6<? 

IVTnirta  of  ha  rip  v  Town  in  1*706 

18  810 

TVThiHq  r»f           ■Crn^m  In    t  ^7ri^ 
ivi.Liiu.o  ui  lyc   lvjwii  in    i  / jj  y 

39 — reaped 

529 

Quantity  of  land  employed  in 

vineyards  and  gardens 

580  morgen 

In  grain 

3089  ditto 

343 


Total       3669  morgen  or  7338  acres. 

The  quantity  of  land  occupied,  as  given  in,  amounts  to  8018 
morgen,  or  16,036  acres;  but  as  land-meafuring  is  very  little 
underftood  or  attended  to,  this  part  of  the  Opgaaff  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  incorrect. 


The  confumption  of  Cape  Town  in  the  fame  year  was, 


Head  of 
Cattle. 

Head  of 
Sheep. 

Leggers  of 
Wine. 

Muids  of 
Wheat. 

Muids  of 
Barley. 

Army 
Navy 

Inhabitants 

4562 
l8lO 
5O0O 

22,8l2 
9044 
130,000 

200O 
IOOO 
3OOO 

10,000 
6,000 
16,900 

19,460 
IO,000 

Total  confumption 

11,372    161,856  60OO 

32,900 

29,460  | 

1 
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The  following  table  (hews  the  number  of  marriages,  chriften- 
ings,  and  burials  in  Cape  Town  for  eight  years. 


Years.  | 

Marrjages. 

Cliriitenings. 

J '-.rials. 

I-790 

130 

35° 

IOO 

1 791 

97 

354 

146 

1792; 

*74 

360 

144 

1793' 

158 

288 

116 

1794 

2 1 1 

308 

1 1 1 

"795 

213 

308 

145 

I796; 

249 

257 

168 

J797 

217 

364 

J57 

In  8  years' 

1449 

2589 

1 173 

Making  141 6  the  excefs  of  chriftenings  above  burials  in  eight 
years.  As  all  marriages  muft  be  performed  in  Cape  Town  the 
column  of  marriages  are  thofe  in  the  whole  colony.  By  com- 
paring the  average  number  of  deaths  with  the  population,  it 
will  appear  that  the  mortality  in  the  Cape  diftricl  is  about 
in  the  hundred.  Of  the  flaves  the  mortality  is  rather 
more,  but  lefs,  perhaps,  than  in  any  other  country  where 
flavery  is  tolerated.  The  number,  as  we  have  feen,  in  the  Cape 
diftrict  is  1 1:891  ;  and  the  number  of  deaths,  on  an  average  of 
eight  years,  was  350,  which  is  after  the  rate  of  three  in  the 
hundred. 

Capital  crimes  in  the  Cape  diftrict  are  lefs  frequent  than  they 
might  be  fuppofed  among  fuch  a  mixed  multitude,  where  a  great 
majority  have  no  intereft  in  the  public  profperity  or  tranquillity. 

The 
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The  ftrength  of  the  garrifon  contributed  materially  to  keep  the 
flaves  in  order ;  and  inftances  of  capital  crimes  were  lefs  nu- 
merous under  the  Britifh  Government  than  in  any  former  pe- 
riod of  the  fame  duration  for  the  laft  thirty  years.  In  fix  years 
63  were  fentenced  to  fuffer  death,  of  which  30  were  publicly 
executed,  and  the  reft  condemned  to  work  at  the  fortifications  in 
chains  for  life.  The  fentence  of  fuch  as  efcaped  execution  was 
not  changed  on  account  of  any  palliative  circumftance  or  infuf- 
ficient  teftimony,  but  becaufe  confeflion  of  the  crime  is  indif- 
penfably  heceflary  to  the  execution  of  the  fentence;  and  this 
confeflion  being  now  no  longer  extorted  by  the  application  of 
the  torture,  molt  of  them  perfift  to  deny  the  crime  of  which 
they  are  acculed  ;  preferring  a  life  of  hard  labour,  with  a  diet 
of  bread  and  water,  to  an  untimely  death. 

With  refpect  to  the  natural  produce  of  the  Cape  diftrict,  what 
has  yet  been  difcovered  is  of  little  or  no  importance,  except  its 
fifheries.    The  wax-plant  grows  abundantly  upon  the  fandy 
ifthmus,  but  the  berries  are  not  confidered  to  be  worth  the  la- 
bour of  gathering.    The  collecting  of  fhells  to  burn  into  lime, 
and  of  heaths  and  other  fhrubby  plants  for  fuel,  furnifh  conftant 
employment  for  about  one  thoufand  flaves.    The  great  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  fruitefcent  plants  on  the  Cape  peninfula  and  the 
ifthmus  will  be  very  feverely  felt  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years. 
The  plantations  of  the  filver-tree  on  that  brow  of  Table  Moun- 
tain which  is  next  to  the  ifthmus,  are  experiencing  the  fame 
deftruction  for  the  fake  of  a  temporary  profit,  and  fo  thought- 
lefs,  or  fo  indolent,  are  the  proprietors  of  the  land,  that  little 

vol.  11.  y  y  pains 
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pains  are  beftowed  to  keep  up  a  fucceflion  of  young  trees.  No 
further  trials  have  yet  been  made  for  coal. 

In  the  firft  chapter  of  the  former  volume,  I  fuggefted  feveral 
articles  that  appeared  to  be  fuitable  to  the  climate  of  the  Cape, 
and  in  the  laft  chapter  mentioned  the  fuccefs  that  had  attended 
the  trial  of  many  of  them.  Since  that  was  written  I  had  art  op- 
portunity, among  many  other  Englilh  gentlemen,  of  giving  a 
fair  trial  to  the  common  Lucern,  the  Medicago  fatlva,  and  found 
it  to  anfwer  beyond  all  expectation,  whether  thinly  fown  in 
drills  or  tranfplanted.  It  was  cut  down  and  grew  again,  to  the 
height  of  eighteen  inches  every  fix  weeks  throughout  the  year, 
except  in  the  months  of  July,  Auguft,  and  September,  when  it 
remained  nearly  ftationary.  Mr.  Duckett,  the  agriculturift,, 
found  the  common  burnet,  Poterium  Sanguiforba,  to  fucceed 
equally  well  on  dry  grounds.  The  advantages  of  thefe  two 
plants,  as  fummer  food  for  cattle  and  fheep,  would  be  incal- 
culable to  a  people  who  knew  how  to  avail  themfelves  of  them, 
and  in  a  country  where  all  verdure  difappears  for  four  months 
in  the  year.  But  it  may  be  obferved,  with  regard  to  the  in- 
troduction of  thefe  and  other  foreign  articles,  that  until  a  fuller 
population  of  white  inhabitants  lhall  oblige  them  to  habits  of 
induftry,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  expect  any  encouragement  to 
additional  refources,  or  improvement  of  thofe  they  have  long 
poffcffed.' 


District 
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District  of  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein. 

Stellenbofch  and  Drakenftein,  though  one  diftricT:  under  the 
jurifdicTion  of  one  Landroft,  have  diftincT:  Hemraaden  or  Coun- 
cils.   After  deducting  the  frnall  diftricT  of  the  Cape,  Stellenbofch 
and  Drakenftein  include   the  whole  extent  of  country  from 
Cape  L'Aguillas,  the  fouthernmoft  point  of  Africa,  to  the  River 
Kouffie,  the  northern  boundary  of  the  colony  ;  a  line  of  380 
miles  in  length  ;  and  the  mean  breadth  from  eaft  to  weft;  is  about 
150  miles,  comprehending  an  area,  after  fubtracTing  that  of  the 
Cape  diftricT:,  equal  to  fifty-five  thoufand  fquare  miles.  Twelve 
hundred  families  are  in  pofTeffion  of  this  extenfive  diftricT:,  fo 
that  each  family,  on  an  average,  has  forty-fix  fquare  miles  of 
land,  a  quantity  more  than  five  times  that  which  the  Dutch 
Government  thought  to  be  extenfive  enough  to  keep  the  fettlers 
afunder,  and  fufficient  to  allow  the  houfes  to  (land  at  more  than 
twice  the  regulated  diftance  of  three  miles  from  each  other.  The 
greater  part,  however,  of  this  extenfive  furface  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  of  little  value,  confiding  of  naked  mountains,  fandy 
hills,  and  Karroo  plains.    But  a  portion  of  the  remainder  com- 
pofes  the  moft  valuable  pofteffions  of  the  whole  colony  j  whe- 
ther they  be  confidered  as  to  the  fertily  of  the  foil,  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  climate,  or  their  proximity  to  the  Gape,  which,  at 
prefent,  is  the  only  market  in  the  colony  where  the  farmer  has 
an  opportunity  to  dilpofe  of  his  produce.    The  parts  of  the 
diftricT  to  which  I  allude,  are  thofe  divifions  beginning  at  Falfe 
Bay  and  ftretching  along  the  feet  of  the  great  chain  of  moun- 

Y  Y  2  tains, 


348 


TRAVELS  IN 


tains,  on  the  Cape  fide,  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Olifants 
River.    Thefe  divifions  are, 

I.  The  Brofdy  of  Stellenbofch. 
1,  Jonkers  Hoeck. 

3.  Bange  Hoeck. 

4.  Klapmut%. 

5.  Bottelarys  Gebergte. 

6.  Saxenberg  s  Gebergte. 
y.  JEer/le  River. 

8.  Hottentot's  Holland. 

9.  Moddergat. 

10.  Drahenjlein  and  its  environs,  confiding  of 

a.  Little  Drakenftein. 

b.  Franfche  Hoeck. 

c.  Paarl  Village. 

d.  Dall  Jofephat. 

e.  Waagen  Maaker's  Valley. 

f.  Groeneberg. 

11.  Pardeberg. 

12.  Riebeelts  Cajleel. 

13.  Eqft  Zwartland. 

14.  Four-and-twenty  Rivers, 

15.  Piquetberg. 

16.  Qlifant?  River, 

The  tranfmontane  divifions  are, 

17.  The  Biedouw, 

18.  Onder  Bokkcvcld. 

19.  Han- 
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19.  Hantum. 

20.  Khamiejberg. 

Si.  Roggeveld,  confifting  of  Upper,  Middle,  and  Little  Rog- 
gcveld. 

22.  Neiuwveld  and  the  Ghoivp. 

23.  Bokkeveld,  warm  and  cold. 

24.  Hex  River, 

25.  Breede  River. 

26.  Ghoudinee  and  Brandt  Valley. 

27.  Roode  Sand  or  Waver  en. 

28.  ifo/  River. 

29.  Zwarteberg. 

30.  Drooge  Ruggens* 

31.  River  Zonder  End. 

32.  I7y/  Kraal. 

33.  SoetendaVs  Valley. 


1.  The  0/*  Stellenbofcbt  or  the  refidence  of  the  Lan- 

droft,  is  a  very  handfome  village,  confiding  of  an  aiTemblage  of 
about  feventy  habitations,  to  mod  of  which  are  attached  offices, 
out-houfes,  and  gardens,  fo  that  it  occupies  a  very  confiderable 
fpace  of  ground.  It  is  laid  out  into  feveral  ftreets  or  open  fpaces, 
planted  with  oaks  that  have  here  attained  a  greater  growth  than 
in  any  other  part  of  the  colony,  many  of  them  not  being  in- 
ferior in  fize  to  the  largeft  elms  in  Hyde  Park.  Yet,  a  few  years 
ago,  the  moll  beautiful  of  thefe  trees  were  rooted  out  in  order 
to  raife  a  paltry  fum  of  money  towards  the  exigencies  of  the 
parifli  j  and  paltry,  indeed,  it  was,  the  very  fineft  tree  being 
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fold  at  the  low  price  of  20  rix  dollars,  or  four  pounds  currency, 
and  moft  of  them  for  not  a  fourth  part  of  this  fum.  For  fuch  a 
barbarous  act  the  villagers,  in  fome  countries,  would  have  been 
apt  to  have  hung  both  the  Landroft  and  Hemraaden  upon  their 
branches.  How  far  they  were  fuffered  to  proceed  I  cannot 
fay,  but  I  faw  at  leaft  half  a  hundred  of  thefe  venerable  ruins 
tying  in  the  ftreets. 

The  village  is  delightfully  fituated  at  the  feet  of  lofty  moun- 
tains, on  the  banks  of  the  Eerjle  or  Firft  River,  at  the  diftance 
of  twenty-fix  miles  from  Cape  Town.  In  it  is  a  fmall  and 
neat  church,  to  which  is  annexed  a  parfonage  houfe  with  a  good 
garden  and  very  extenfive  vineyard.  The  clergyman  has  a 
falary  from  Government  of  120/.  a  year,  with  this  houfe,  gar- 
den, and  vineyard  free  of  all  rent  and  taxes,  in  lieu  of  other 
emoluments  received  by  the  clergy  of  Cape  Town.  The  con- 
dition, therefore,  of  the  country  clergy  is  at  leaft  equal  and  per- 
haps preferable  to  that  of  thofe  who  refide  in  the  town.  Pro- 
vifions  of  every  kind  are  much  cheaper  j  they  have  the  advantage 
of  keeping  their  own  cattle  ;  fowing  their  own  grain  ;  planting 
vineyards  and  making  their  own  wine ;  and,  in  a  word,  they 
poifefs  the  means  of  raifing  within  themfelves  almoft  all  the  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life.  In  addition  to  thefe  advantages,  if  the  clergy- 
man mould  have  the  good  fortune  to  be  popular  in  his  diftrict, 
which,  however,  is  no  eafy  matter  to  accomplish,  he  is  fure  to 
be  loaden  with  prefents  from  day  to  day.  Nothing,  in  fuch 
cafe,  is  thought  too  good  for  the  minifter.  Game  of  all  kinds, 
fat  lambs,  fruit,  wine,  and  other  tc  good  things  of  this  life," 
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are  continually  pouring  in  upon  him.  His  outgoings  are  chiefly 
confined  to  the  expence  of  clothing  his  family  and  a  little  tea 
and  fugar. 

The  eftablifhment  of  the  Landroft  is  flill  more  fumptuous. 
He  has  the  enjoyment  of  a  falary  and  emoluments  that  feldom 
fall  lhort  of  1500/.  a  year;  a  moft  excellent  houfe  to  live  in, 
pleafantly  fituated  on  a  plain  at  the  head  of  the  village,  before 
which  are  a  couple  of  venerable  oaks,  fcarcely  exceeded  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  an  extenfive  garden  and  orchard,  well  planted  with 
every  kind  of  fruit,  and  a  vineyard. 

Moft  of  the  grounds  in  or  near  the  village  are  what  they  calf 
Eigendoms  or  freeholds,  though  they  are  held  by  a  fmall  recog- 
nizance to  Government,  but  they  are  totally  different  from 
loan-farms,  which  are  the  ufual  kind  of  tenure  in  the  colony, 
and  of  which  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter. 

2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9.  Jonker's  Hoeck,  Bange  Hoeck,  Klapmut%> 
Bottdarys  Gebergte,  Saxenbergs  Gebergte,  Eerjle  River,  Hotten~ 
tot's  Holland,  and  Moddergat,  are  fmall  divifions  furrounding 
the  drofcty,  and  lying  between  it  and  Falfe  Bay.  They  confift 
chiefly  of  freehold  eftates,  and,  produce  wine,  brandy,  fruit, 
frefti  butter,  poultry,  and  a  variety  of  articles  for  the  Cape 
market,  and  for  the  fupply  of  {hipping  whilft  they  continue  to 
lie  in  Simon's  Bay.  They  yield,  alfo,  a  fmall  quantity  of  corn, 
but  this  article  without  manure,  or  a  better  fyftem  of  tillage,  is 
fcarcely  worth  the  labour  of  cultivating  fo  near  the  Cape,  where 
they  can  employ  the  land  to  better  advantage*    The  beft  farm 

3 


3j2  TRAVELS  IN 

at  Klapmutz  was  granted  in  loan  to  Mr.  Duckett,  the  Englifli 
agriculturift,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  his  experiments,  for  the 
inftru&ion  of  the  African  boors. 

10.  Drakenftein  and  its  environs  confift  of  a  fertile  tract  of 
country,  fituate  at  the  feet  of  the  great  chain  of  mountains, 
at  the  diftance  of  30  to  40  miles  from  the  Cape.  The  whole 
extenfive  valley  of  Drakenftein  is  well  watered  by  the  Berg 
River  and  its  numerous  branches  ;  the  foil  is  richer  than  in  moft 
parts  of  the  colony,  and  the  fheltered  and  warm  fituation  is  par- 
ticularly favourable  to  the  growth  of  the  vine  and  different  kinds 
of  fruit. 

a.  This  fubdivifion  of  Little  Drakenftein  occupies  the  middle 
of  the  valley,  and  contains  many  fubftantial  farms,  moft  of  them 
freehold  property ;  in  fact,  the  two  Drakenfteins  and  the  next 
fubdivifion  fupply  two-thirds  of  the  wine  that  is  brought  to  the 
Cape  market. 

b.  Franfche  Hoeck,  or  the  French  Corner,  is  fituated  in  the 
fouth-eaft  angle  of  the  valley  among  the  mountains,  and  took 
its  name  from  the  French  refugees  having  fettled  there,  when 
they  fled  to  this  country  after  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of 
Nantz.  To  thefe  people  the  colony  is  indebted  for  the  intro- 
duction of  the  vine.  The  eftates  here  are  moftly  freehold  pro- 
perty, and  produce  little  elfe  than  wine  and  fruits. 

c.  The  village  of  the  Paarl  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  hill  that 
{huts  in  the  Valley  of  Drakenftein  on  the  weft  fide.    It  confifts 
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of  about  thirty  habitations  difpofed  in  a  line,  but  lb  far  detached 
from  each  other,  with  intermediate  orchards,  gardens,  and 
vineyards,  as  to  form  a  ftreet  from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  in 
length.  About  the  middle  of  this  ftreet,  on  the  eaft  fide,  ftands 
the  church,  a  neat  octagonal  building  covered  with  thatch  ;  and 
at  the  upper  end  is  a  paribnage-houfe,  with  garden,  vineyard, 
and  fruit-groves ;  and  a  large  tract  of  very  fine  land.  No  at- 
tention feems  to  have  been  omitted  by  Government  in  providing 
comfortably  for  the  country  clergy.  The  blocks  of  granite, 
the  paarl  and  the  diamond,  that  overhang  this  village,  are  par- 
ticularly noticed  in  the  fecond  chapter  of  the.  firft  volume. 

d.  e.  Dall  Jofephat  and  Waagen-maaker's  Valley  are  two 
fmall  dales  enclofed  between  the  hilly  projections  that  branch 
out  towards  the  north  or  upper  end  of  the  valley  of  Draken- 
ftein  ;  the  beft  oranges,  as  well  as  the  beft  peaches,  and  other 
fruit,  are  faid  to  be  produced  in  theie  dales }  and  the  wines  are 
among  the  firft  in  quality. 

f.  Groeneberg  is  the  largeft  of  thefe  projecting  hills  that  run 
acrofs  the  northern  extremity  of  the  valley,  and  the  foil  is  pro- 
ductive in  fruit,  wine,  and  corn. 

The  whole  valley,  comprehending  the  above  fubdivifions,  is 
comparatively  fo  well  inhabited,  that  few  animals,  in  a  ftate  of 
nature,  are  now  to  be  found  upon  it.  Of  hares,  however,  there 
is  no  fcarcity  ;  and  two  fpecies  of  buftards,  the  red-winged 
and  the  common  partridge,  and  quails,  are  in  great  plenty. 
The  Klip-fpringer  antelope,  and  the  reebok  are  plentiful  in  the 
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mountains,  and  duykcrs,  greijboks^  and Jlcenboks  not  very  fcavce 
among  the  hills  towards  the  northern  extremity  of  the  valley. 
The  inhabitants  are  alfo  annoyed  with  wolves,  hyaenas,  and 
jackalls,  which  defcend  in  the  nights  from  the  neighbouring 
mountains. 

i  j.  Paardeberg,  or  the  Horfe  Mountain,  fo  called  from  the 
number  of  wild  horfes  or  zebras  that  formerly  frequented  it,  is 
a  continuation  of  the  Paarl  Mountain  to  the  northward.  The 
produce  of  the  farms  is  chiefly  confined  to  wheat,  which,  with 
a  fprinkling  of  manure,  or  a  couple  of  years  reft,  or  by  fallow- 
ing, will  yield  from  fifteen  to  twenty  fold.  They  cultivate, 
alfo,  barley  and  pulfe,  but  have  few  horfes  or  cattle  beyond  what 
are  necefTary  for  the  purpofes  of  hufbandry. 

12.  Riebeck's  Cqfteel,  or  the  Caftle  of  Van  Riebeck,  may  be 
confidered  as  a  prolongation  of  the  Paardeberg,  terminating  to 
the  northward  in  a  high  rocky  fummit.  It  took  its  name  from 
the  founder  of  the  colony  having  travelled  to  this  diftance  from 
the  Cape,  which  is  about  fixty  miles,  and  which,  in  that  eatly 
period  of  the  fettlement,  was  as  far  as  it  was  confidered  fafe  to 
proceed,  on  account  of  the  numerous  natives,  whofe  race  has 
now  almoft  difappeared  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  pro- 
duce is  the  fame  as  that  of  the  farms  of  the  laft  divifion, 
in  both  of  which  there  are  as  many  loan-farms  as  freehold 
eftates. 

13,14.  Eafi  Zwartland and  Twenty-four  Rivers.  Thefe  two 
divifions  confift  of  wide  extended  plains,  ftretching,  in  width, 
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from  the  Berg  River  to  the  great  chain  of  mountains,  and  to 
the  Picquet  Berg,  in  length,  ro  the  northward.  They  are  con- 
fidered  as  the  granaries  of  the  colony.  The  crops,  however, 
in  Zwartland,  are  as  uncertain  as  the  rains,  on  which,  indeed, 
their  fuccefs  almoft  entirely  depends.  In  the  Four-and-twenty 
Rivers  the  grounds  are  capable  of  being  irrigated  by  the  num- 
berlefs  ftreamlets  that  iflue  from  the  great  chain  of  mountains, 
in  their  courfe  to  the  Berg  River.  Many  of  thefe,  in  their  pro- 
grefs  over  the  plain,  form  large  tracts  of  fwampy  ground  that 
have  been  found  to  produce  very  fine  rice.  Wheat,  barley, 
and  pulfe  are  the  principal  articles  that  are  cultivated  in  thefe 
two  divifions,  but  they  have  plenty  of  fruit,  and  make  a  little 
wine  for  their  own  family  ufe.  Should  the  Bay  of  Saldanha,  at 
any  future  period,  become  the  general  rendezvous  of  (hipping, 
thefe  two  divifions  will  be  more  valuable  than  all  the  reft  of  the 
colony. 

15.  The  Picquet  Berg  terminates  the  plains  of  the  Four-and- 
twenty  Rivers  to  the  northward.  Here,  befides  corn  and  fruit, 
the  inhabitants  rear  horfes,  horned  cattle,  and  Iheep.  And 
from  hence,  alfo,  is  fent  to  the  Cape  market  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  tobacco,  which  has  the  reputation  of  being  of  the  befl: 
quality  that  Southern  Africa  produces. 

16.  Olifant'i  River  is  a  fine  clear  ftream,  flowing  through  a 
narrow  valley,  hemmed  in  between  the  great  chain  of  moun- 
tains and  an  inferior  ridge  called  the  Cardouiv.  This  valley, 
being  interlec~ted  by  numerous  rills  of  water  from  the  moun- 
tains on  each  fide,  is  extremely  rich  and  fertile  ;  but  the  great 
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diftance  from  the  Cape,  and  the  bad  roads  over  the  Cardouw, 
hold  out  little  encouragement  for  the  farmer  to  extend  the  cul- 
tivation of  grain,  fruit,  or  wine,  beyond  the  neceffary  fupply  of 
his  own  family.  Dried  fruit  is  the  principal  article  they  fend  to 
market,  after  the  fupplies,  which  they  furnifh,  of  horfes,  horned 
cattle,  and  fheep.  The  country  on  each  fide  of  the  lower  part 
of  the  river  is  dry  and  barren,  and  for  many  miles  from  the 
mouth  entirely  uninhabited.  A  chalybeate  fpring  of  hot  water, 
of  the  temperature  of  1080  of  Fahrenheit's  Scale,  flows  in  a 
very  confiderable  ftream  out  of  the  Cardouw  Mountain  into 
the  Olifant's  River.  And  a  bathing- houfe  is  erected  over  the 
fpring. 

All  the  fmaller  kinds  of  antelopes,  jackalls,  hares,  and  part- 
ridges, are  very  abundant  in  the  four  laft-mentioned  divifions. 

Thefe  divifions  of  Stellenbofch  and  Drakenftein,  above  enu- 
merated, lie  on  the  weft  or  Cape  fide  of  the  great  chain  of 
mountains,  and  comprehend  the  moft  valuable  portion  of  the 
colony.    The  tranfmontane  divifions  of  Stellenbofch  are, 

17.  The  Biedouiv,  which  is  the  llanting  fide  of  the  great 
mountains  behind  the  Olifant's  River,  a  cold,  elevated,  rugged 
tract;  of  country,  covered  with  coppice  wood,  and  very  thinly 
inhabited.  The  ftock  of  the  farmers  confifts  of  flieep  and  horned 
cattle. 

1 8.  Onder  Bokkeveld  is  the  elevated  flat  furface  of  a  Table 
Mountain,  wThofe  fides  on  the  weft  and  north  are  high  and  al- 
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moft  perpendicular  rocks,  piled  on  each  other  in  horizontal  ftrata 
like  thofe  of  Table  Mountain  at  the  Cape  j  but  it  defcends  with 
a  gentle  Hope  to  the  eaftward,  and  terminates  in  Karroo  plains. 
The  grafles  on  the  fummit  are  fhort  but  fweet,  and  the  fmall 
fhrubby  plants  are  excellent  food  for  fheep  and  goats.  The 
horfes,  alfo,  of  this  divifion,  are  among  the  beft  which  the  colony 
produces,  and  the  cattle,  as  is  the  cafe  in  all  the  mountainous 
fituations,  thrive  very  well.  In  fome  of  the  valleys,  where  the 
grounds  will  admit  of  irrigation,  the  common  returns  of  wheat 
are  forty,  and  of  barley  fixty,  for  one,  without  any  reft  for 
twenty  years,  without  fallowing,  and  without  manure.  In 
fuch  fituations  the  foil  is  deeply  tinged  with  iron,  and  abounds 
with  maffes  of  the  fame  kind  of  iron-ftone  which  I  have  already 
mentioned. 

The  Spring-bok,  or  the  fpringing  antelope,  once  fo  abundant 
in  this  divifion,  as  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  its  name,  is  now 
but  an  occafional  vifitor,  and  feen  only  in  fmall  herds  of  a  few 
hundreds.  Steenboks  and  orbies  and  griejboks  are  ftill  plentiful 
and  large.  The  korhane s  or  buftards,  of  three  fpecies,  and  hares 
are  fo  plentiful  that  they  were  continually  among  the  horfes 
feet  in  riding  over  the  country.  On  the  Karroo  plains,  clofe 
behind  the  Bokkeveld,  are  found  the  two  large  fpecies  of  ante- 
lope, the  eland  and  the  gemjboky  but  their  numbers  are  rapidly 
diminiihing  in  confequence  of  the  frequent  excurfions  of  the 
farmers  on  purpofe  to  (hoot  them  ;  not  fo  much  for  the  fake 
of  their  flefh,  which,  however,  is  excellent,  but  for  their  fkins 
alone. 
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19.  The  Hantatn  is  a  Table  Mountain,  rifing  from  the  fur- 
face  of  the  Bokkeveld  Mountain,  on  its  eaftern  extremity,  and 
is  furrounded  by  a  number  of  farms  that  receive  a  fupply  of 
water  from  rills  ifTuing  out  of  the  bafe  of  the  mountain.  Horfes 
and  cattle  are  the  produce  of  the  Hantam,  and  the  former  have 
been  found  to  efcape  a  very  fatal  difeafe  that  is  prevalent  over 
the  whole  colony,  by  being  fent  upon  the  fummit  of  the  Han- 
tam Mountain.  The  inhabitants  of  this  divifion  are  liable  to 
the  depredations  of  the  Bosjefman's  Hottentots,  againft  whom 
they  make  regular  expeditions  in  the  fame  manner  as  from  the 
Sneuwberg. 

20.  The  Khamies  Berg  is  a  clufter  of  mountains  fituated  in 
the  middle  of  the  country  that  formerly  was  inhabited  by  the 
Namaaqua  Hottentots,  at  the  diftance  of  five  days'  journey 
north-weft  from  the  Hantam,  over  a  dry  fandy  defert  almoft 
deftitute  of  water.  This  clufter  of  mountains  being  the  beft, 
and,  indeed,  almoft  the  only  habitable  part  of  the  Namaaqua 
country,  has  been  taken  pofieflion  of  by  the  wandering  pea- 
fantry^  who,  to  the  advantage  of  a  good  grazing  country,  had 
the  additional  inducement  of  fettling  there  from  the  eafy  means 
of  increafing  their  ftock  of  fheep  from  the  herds  of  the  native 
Hottentots,  who,  indeed,  are  now  fo  reduced  and  fcattered 
among  the  Dutch  farms  as  fcarcely  to  be  confidered  as  a  diftindt 
tribe  of  people. 

The  copper  mountains  commence  where  the  Khamiefberg 
ends,  the  whole  furface  of  which  is  faid  to  be  covered  with 
malachite,  or  the  carbonate  of  copper,  and  cupreous  pyrites. 

2  But 
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But  the  ores  of  thefe  mountains,  however  abundant,  and  how- 
ever rich,  are  of  no  great  value  on  account  of  the  total  want  of 
every  kind  of  fuel  to  fmelt  them,  as  well  as  of  their  very  great 
diftanee  from  the  Cape,  and  from  there  being  neither  bay  nor  ri- 
ver where  they  could  be  put  on  board  of  coafting  veflels.  In  the 
Khamiefberg  is  alfo  found,  in  large  blocks,  that  beautiful  fpecies 
of  ftone  to  which  mineralogifts  have  given  the  name  of  Prehnite. 

21.  Upper,  Middle,  and  Little  Roggevelds,  or  rye-grafs  coun- 
tries, are  the  fummit  of  a  long  extended  Table  Mountain,  whofe 
weftern  front  rifes  out  of  the  Karroo  plains  behind  the  Bokke-  * 
veld,  almoft  perpendicularly,  to  the  height  of  two  or  three- 
thoufand  feet.    Stretching  to  the  eaftward  this  fummit  becomes 

more  broken  into  inequalities  of  furface,  and  rifes  at  length  into 
the  mountains  of  Nieuweld,  the  Camdeboo,  and  the  Sneuwberg, 
which  may  be  confidered  as  one  extended  chain.  The  great 
elevation  of  the  Roggeveld,  and  its  being  furrounded  by  Karroo- 
plains,  make  the  temperature  in  winter  fo  cold,  that  for  four 
months  in  the  year  the  inhabitants  are  under  the  neceflity  of 
defcending  to  the  feet  of  the  mountains  with  their  horfes,  cattle, 
and  fheep.  The  ftrongeft  and  largeft  breed  of  horfes  in  the 
whole  colony  is  that  of  the  Roggeveld. 

22.  Nieuweld  and  the  Ghoup  are  continuations  of  the  Rogge- 
veld Mountain,  and  join  the  divifions  bearing  the  fame  name 
in  the  diftrict  of  Graaf  Reynet.  They  have  lately  been  de- 
ferted  on  account  of  the  number  of  Bosjefman  Hottentots  dwel- 
ling clofe  behind  them* 
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23,  24.  Warm  and  Cold  Bokkeveld  and  Hex  River,  are  a  chain 
of  valleys  lying  clofe  behind  the  great  mountains,  confifting  of 
meadow-land  abundantly  fupplied  with  water,  and  appear  as  if 
they  had  once  been  lakes.  They  are  thinly  inhabited,  and 
every  kind  of  cultivation  almoft  totally  neglected. 

25.  Brecde  River  is  to  the  fonthward  of  the  Hex  River,  and 
extends  to  the  borders  of  the  Zwellendam  diftr'id:.  It  is  pro- 
ductive in  corn,  and  the  part  called  Bosjefveld,  or  the  heathy 
country,  is  favourable  for  fheep  and  cattle. 

26.  Ghoudinie  and  Brandt  Valley  are  two  fmall  valleys  clofe 
behind  the  Franfche  Hoeck,  extremely  rich,  and  well  watered. 
Through  the  Brandt  Valley  runs  a  ftream  of  hot  water,  whofe 
temperature  at  the  fpring  is  j  500  of  Fahrenheit's  Scale.  With 
this  ftream  feveral  thoufand  acres  of  meadow-ground  are  capa- 
ble of  being  flooded. 

27.  Roode  Sand  or  Wavercn  is  an  extenfive  divifion  behind 
the  mountains  of  Drakenftein,  and  produces  abundance  of  grain, ' 
pulfe,  fruits,  and  wine.  The  pafs  of  Roode  Sand- is  the  only 
waggon-road  into  this  divifion,  and  is  diftant  from  Cape  Town 
about  feventy  miles.  In  this  divifion  there  is  a  fmall  neat  church, 
and  a  very  comfortable  parfonage-houfe,  with  extenfive  vine- 
yards, orchards,  garden,  and  arable  land  ;  and  contiguous  to  the 
church  is  a  row  of  houfes,  the  number  of  which  has  lately  in- 
creafed. 
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28,  29,  30,  31.  Bott  River,  Zwarte  Berg,  Drooge  Ruggens, 
and  River  Zonder  End  are  interpofed  between  Hottentot  Hol- 
lands Kloof  and  the  borders  of  Zwellendam;  the  chief  produce 
of  which  is  corn  and  cattle,  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  wine  of  an 
inferior  quality,  cultivated  chiefly  for  the  fupply  of  the  more 
diftant  parts  of  the  colony. 

32,  33.  Uyl  Kraal  and  SoetendaFs  Valley  are  two  divifions 
ftretching  along  the  fea-coaft  from  Hanglip,  the  eaft  point  of 
Bay  Falfe,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Breede  River,  beyond  Cape 
L'Aguillas,  comprehending  excellent  corn-lands  and  good  gra- 
zing ground-  for  horfes.  The  fmaller  kinds  of  antelopes  are 
very  abundant,  as  are  alfo  hares,  partridges,  and  buftards ;  and 
towards  the  Cape  L'Aguillas  are  a  few  Zebras,  Hartcbeejls,  and 
Bonteboks. 

The  greater  part  of  this  extenfive  diftri£t,  beyond  the  moun- 
tains, confifts  of  loan-farms,  as  that  on  the  Cape  fide  is  chiefly 
compofed  of  freehold  eftates.  The  population  and  produce 
were  afcertained  from  the  OpgaafF  lift  being  taken  on  oath  in 
the  year  1798,  and  were  as  follows  : 

Population. 
Men  -  -  *97° 

Women  -  -  11 99 

Sons  -  -  1 $45 

Daughters  -         -  18 18 

Servants  and  people  of  colour  424 
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Brought  over  7256" 
Slave  men        -         »  72 1 1 

Slave  women       -  -        341 1 

Slaves  and  people  of  colour  8 1 


Slaves  10,703 
To  thefe  may  be  added,  Hottentots  in  the  white 

diftricT;,  about  -  5000 


Total  population  of  Stellenbofch  and  Drakenftein  22,959 


Stock  and  Produce, 


Horfes             *  -  22,661 

Horned  cattle  -          -           -  59>5^7 

Sheep             -  45r>695 

Wine  plants  -  11,500,000 

Leggers  of  wine  in  1797  -          -  79*4 

Muids  of  corn  -            -          -  77>°^3 

  of  barley  -  32,872 

■        of  rye  -  2°53 


Quantity  of  land  under  cultivation  in  vineyards  and  grain, 
<9,573  morgen,  or  39,146  Englifh  acres. 


District  or  Zwellendam. 


The  diftricT:  of  Zwellendam  is  that  tract  of  country  which 
lies  upon  the  fea-coaft  between  the  Breede  River  on  the  weft, 
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and  Camtoos  River  on  the  eaft,  and  extends  northerly  to  the 
fecond  chain  of  mountains  called  the  Zwarte  Berg  or  Black 
^Mountains.  Its  length  is  about  380,  and  breadth  60,  miles, 
comprehending  an  area  of  19,200  fquare  miles,  which  is  oc- 
cupied by  480  families,  fo  that  each  family,  on  an  average, 
has  forty  fquare  miles  of  land.  This  is  more  than  four  times 
the  quantity  afTigned  to  each  loan-farm  by  the  Government. 
Except  in  the  drofdy  the  whole  diftrict  is  compofed  of  loan- 
lands,  and  may  be  confidered  to  confift  of  the  following  di- 
^vifions  : 

1.  The  Drofdy  ox  Village  of  Zwellendam. 
•2.  The  Country  between  the  Drofdy  and Gauritz  River,  named 
according  to  the  rivers  that  crofs  it. 

3.  Cango. 

4.  Zwarte  Berg* 

5.  Trada. 

6.  Moffel  Bay. 

7.  Autiniequas  Land. 

8.  Plettenberg' s  Bay. 

9.  Olifant's  River, 
10.  Kamnaa/ie. 

if.  Lange  Kloof. 
12.  Sitfikamma. 

1.  The  Drofdy  of  Zwellendam  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  the 
firft  chain  of  mountains  that  runs  eaft  and  weft  or  parallel  to  the 
fea-coaft,  and  is  diftant  from  Cape  Town  about  one  hundred 
and  forty  miles.    It  is  compofed  of  about  thirty  houfes,  fcat- 
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tered  irregularly  over  a  fmall  but  fertile  valley,  down  the  middle 
of  which  runs  a  plentiful  ftream  of  water.  At  the  head  of  the 
valley  (lands  the  houfe  of  the  Landrcft,  to  which  is  annexed  a 
large  garden  well  ftocked  -with  a  variety  of  fruits,  and  a  fpacious 
vineyard ;  the  whole  enclofed  and  planted  with  oaks  and  other 
trees.  In  the  middle  of  the  village  a  large  church  has  lately 
been  erecled,  which  is  the  only  place  of  wrorfhip  in  the  whole 
diftricl:. 

2.  This  divifion  comprehends  the  whole  tract  of  country  that 
lies  between  the  Gauritz  River  and  the  drofdy,  and  is  well 
watered  by  a  number  of  ftreams  ifluing  from  the  mountains, 
upon  the  banks  of  which  the  farm-houfes  in  general  are  placed. 
The  produce  of  thefe  is  corn,  wine,  and  cattle,  but  few  fheep  j 
the  whole  diftricl  of  Zwellendam  being  unfavourable  to  this 
animal,  except  the  three  following  divifions. 

3,  4,  5.  Cavgo,  Zwarte  Berg,  and  Trada,  are  Karroo  plains, 
fituated  between  the  firft  and  recond  chains  of  mountains,  but 
being  well  watered  by  the  mountain  ftreams,  contain  fertile 
patches  of  ground.  The  great  diftance,  however,  from  the 
Cape,  and  the  exceflive  bad  roads,  operate  againft  an  extenfive 
tillage.  On  thefe  plains  are  an  abundance  of  oftriches,  herds  of 
£>uacbas,  Zebras,  and  Hartebeejls.  Behind  the  firft  chain  of 
mountains,  in  thefe  divifions,  are  two  hot  fprings  of  chalybeate 
water. 

6.  MoJJel  Bay  divifion,  fometimes  called  the  Droogeveldt,  or 
Dry  Country,  extends  from  the  Gauritz  River  to  the  Great 

Brakke 
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Brakke  River  that  falls  into  Moflel  Bay.  The  furface  is  hilly 
and  compofed  of  a  light  fandy  foil,  which,  when  the  rains  are 
favourable,  is  fufficiently  fertile  in  corn.  The  only  natural  pro- 
duel  in  the  vegetable  kingdom,  that  is  ufeful  as  an  article  of 
commerce,  is  the  aloe,  but  the  heathy  plants  along  the  fea-ihore 
are  more  favourable  for  fheep  than  in  the  other  parts  of  this 
divifion.  The  mores  of  the  bay  and  the  fea-coaft  abound  with 
excellent  oyfters ;  and  mufcles  are  equally  plentiful,  but  they 
are  very  large,  and  of  a  ftrong  flavour  j  and  the  mouths  of  all 
the  rivers  contain  plenty  of  good  fifli.  The  bay  itfelf  has  al- 
ready been  defcribed. 

7.  Autiniequas  Land  is  the  next  divifion  to  Model  Bay  along 
the  fea-coaft,  and  extends  as  far  eaftward  as  the  Kay  man's 
River.  The  Dutch  Government  referved  to  itfelf  about  twenty 
thoufand  acres,  which  is  nearly  half  the  divifion.  of  the  fineft 
land,  without  exception,  in  the  whole  colony,  being  a  level 
meadow  always  covered  with  grafs.  The  mountains  approach- 
ing near  the  fea,  and  being  covered  with  large  foreft  trees,  at- 
tract the  vapours  and  caufe  a  confiderable  quantity  of  rain  to 
fall  in  the  Autiniequas  Land  in  the  fummer  months.  The  over- 
feer  calculated  that  the  land  held  by  Government  in  this  divifion 
was  fully  fufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  a  thoufand  horfes,  a 
thoufand  head  of  cattle,  and  for  raifing  annually  ten  thoufand 
muids  of  corn. 

8.  Pkttenberg  s  Bay  divifion  begins  at  the  Kayman's  River, 
and  continues  to  the  inacceffible  forefts  of  Sitlikamma.  The 

whole 
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whole  of  this  tract  of  country  is  extremely  beautiful,  agreeably 
diverfified  by  hill  and  dale,  and  lofty  forefts.  Within  feven 
miles  of  the  bay  are  large  timber  trees,  and  the  furface  is  almoft 
as  level  as  a  bowling-green,  over  which  the  feveral  roads  are 
carried.  The  peafantry,  who  inhabit  this  diftrict,  are  moftly 
wood-cutters,  and  they  earn  a  very  hard  fubfiftence.  The  great 
diftance  from  the  Cape,  being  400  miles  of  bad  road,  leaves  them 
little  profit  on  a  load  of  timber,  when  fold  at  the  deareft  rate  in 
the  Cape  market,  fo  little,  indeed,  that  they  prefer  to  difpofe  of 
it  at  the  bay  for  a  mere  trifle.  Plank  of  thirteen  or  fourteen 
inches  wide,  and  inch  thick,  may  be  purchafed  on  the  fpot  at 
the  rate  of  threepence  the  foot  in  length. 

The  bark  of  feveral  of  the  creeping  plants  in  the  forefts  might 
be  employed  as  fubftitutes  for  hemp.  The  iron  ores  near  the 
bafe  of  the  mountains  might  be  worked  by  clearing  the  wood,  of 
which  there  is  an  inexhauftibJe  fupply.  The  timber  is,  un- 
doubtedly, fuitable  for  many  purpofes,  notwithstanding  the 
prejudices  that  have  been  entertained  againft  it  very  unde- 
servedly, and  very  ignorantly,  becaufe  about  one-eighth  part 
only  of  the  different  kinds  have  ever  undergone  a  trial,  and  thefe 
few  by  no  means  a  decifive  one.  The  climate  is  trying  for  the 
beft  timber ;  and  Englifti  oak  even  gives  way  much  fooner  here 
than  in  its  native  country,  by  the  alternate  expofure  to  wet  wea- 
ther, dry  winds,  and  fcorching  fun.  Where  fuch  expofure  has 
been  guarded  againft,  one  of  the  flighted  Cape  woods,  the  geel 
hout  or  yellow  wood,  has  been  known  to  ftand  a  hundred  years 
without  {hewing  fymptoms  of  decay. 

The 
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The  native  trees  of  the  Cape  are  many  of  them  of  quick 
growth,  and  advance  to  a  large  fize,  but  they  are  much  twifted 
and  fhaken  by  the  wind,  and  generally  hollow  at  heart.  1  Many, 
however,  are  perfectly  found,  and  every  way  fuitable  for  baulk, 
rafters,  joifts,  and  plank,  but,  I  again  repeat  it,  they  have  never 
yet  met  with  a  fair  trial.  The  bay  has  already  been  noticed, 
as  has  alfo  the  Knyfna,  which  is  in  this  diftricT:,  and  clofer  ta 
the  forefts  than  even  the  bay  itfelf. 

9.  Olifant s  River  runs  at  the  foot  of  the  fecond  chain  of 
mountains  or  the  Zwarteberg  to  the  weftward,  and  falls  into  the 
Gauritz  River.  The  foil  is  Karroo,  and  ftrongly  tinged  with 
iron,  and  as  in  fome  places  there  is  plenty  of  water,  vegetation 
here  is  remarkably  luxuriant.  At  each  extremity  of  this  divi- 
fion  are  hot  fprings  of  chalybeate  water,  the  temperature  from 
980  to  no0  of  Fahrenheit's  fcale.  The  inhabitants  cultivate  the 
vine  for  home  confumption,  and  diftil  from  peaches-,  as  well  as 
from  grapes,  an  ardent  fpirit.  But  the  articles  brought  to  the 
Cape  market  are  chiefly  butter  and  foap.  The  falfola  grows 
here  much  more  luxuriantly  than  I  have  feen  it  in  any  other 
part  of  the  colony.  The  mimofa  Karroo  grows  alfo  along  the 
valley,  through  which  the  river  flows,  to  a  very  large  fize,  and. 
produces  a  great  quantity  of  gum-arabic  ;  the  bark  too  is  luperior 
to  that  of  oak  for  tanning  leather.  Small  antelopes  and  hares 
are  fufficiently  plentiful,  and  the  beautiful  koodoo  is  fometimes 
fliot  among  the  groves  of  mimofas.  Leopards,  tyger  cats,  and 
different  fpecies  of  the  viverra  genus,  as  alfo  the  river  otter,  are 
not  uncommon  along  the  wooded  banks  of  the  Olifant  or  Ele- 
phants' River. 

10.  Kani- 
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io.  Kamnaafie  is  a  rough  hilly  tract  of  country  furrounding 
a  high  mountain  fo  called,  fituate  between  the  Olifant's  River 
and  the  Kange  Kloof.  The  inhabitants  are  comparatively  poor 
and  few. 

i  r.  La?igc  Kloof  is  the  long  pafs  which  has  been  particularly 

noticed  in  the  fecond  chapter. 

1 2.  Sitjikamma  commences  at  Plettenberg's  Bay,  and  continues 
along  the  fea-coaft  to  the  Camtoos  River.  It  is  chiefly  covered 
with  impenetrable  forefts,  on  the  eaft  of  which,  however, 
there  are  extenfive  plains  equally  good  for  the  cultivation  of 
grain  and  the  grazing  of  cattle.  No  direct  road  has  yet  been 
made  through  the  forefts  along  the  fea-coaft,  fo  as  to  be  pafiable 
by  waggons,  but  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  go  round  by 
the  Lange  Kloof.  They  bring  little  to  the  Cape  market  on 
their  annual  vifit,  except  falted  butter  and  foap.  In  the  forefts 
of  SLtfikamma  are  elephants,  buffaloes,  and  rhinofcerofes ;  and 
on  the  plains  the  large  hartebceji  and  koodoo  antelopes,-  befides 
an  abundance  of  fmall  game. 

The  population  and  produce  of  Zwellendam,  as  afcer- 
tained  by  the  Opgaaff,  taken  on  oath  in  the  year  1798,  are  as 
follows : 


Population. 
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Population. 


Men 

Women 

Sons 

Daughters 


1070 

97 1 

987 


Servants  and  free  people  of  colour  300 


2196 


Men  flaves 
Women  flaves 
Slave  children 
Hottentots  in  the  fervice  of  the  pea- 
fantry,  on  a  calculation         -  500 


i 


Chriftians  3967 


Slaves  and  Hottentots  269.6 


Total  population  of  Zwellendam  666^ 


Stock  and  Produce. 


Horfes 

Horned  cattle 
Sheep 

Leggers  of  wine  made 
Muids  of  wheat  reaped  in  1797 
— « —  of  barley 
.         of  rye 


9,049 

52,376 
J54>992 

220t 
16,720 

JO>554 


VOL.  II. 


District 


TRAVELS  IN 


District  of  Graaf  Reynet. 

The  diftrict  of  Graaf  Reynet  extends  to  the  eaftern  extremity 
of  the  colony.  The  Great  Fifh  River,  the  Tarka,  the  Bam- 
bofberg,  and  the  Zuureberg  divide  them  from  the  Kaffers  on 
the  eaft ;  the  Camtoos  River,  the  Gamka  or  Lions'  River,  and 
Nieuwveld  Mountains,  from  the  diftrids  of  Zwellendam  and 
Stellenbofch  on  the  weft ;  Plettenberg  Landmark,  the  Great 
Table  Mountain,  and  the  Karreebcrg  from  the  Bosjefman  Hot- 
tentots on  the  north  j  and  it  is  terminated  by  the  fea-coaft  on 
the  fouth.  The  mean  length  and  breadth  of  this  diftricT:  may 
be  about  250  by  160  miles,  making  an  area  of  40,000  fquare 
miles,  which  is  peopled  by  about  700  families ;  confequently 
each  family  may  command  57  fquare  miles  of  ground,  which 
is  more  than  fix  times  the  quantity  regulated  by  Government. 
Great  part,  however,  has  been  occafionally  abandoned  on  ac- 
count of  incurfions  made  both  by  the  Kaffers  and  Bosjefmans. 
The  inhabitants,  indeed,  are  a  fort  of  Nomades,  and  would  long 
before  this  have  penetrated  with  their  flocks  and  herds  far  be- 
yond the  prefent  boundaries  of  the  colony,  had  they  not  met 
with  a  bold  and  fpirited  race  of  people  in  the  Kaffers,  who  re- 
filled and  effectually  repelled  their  encroachments  on  that  fide. 
Their  perfecution  of  the  Hottentots  in  their  employ  has  at 
length  rouzed  this  people,  alfo,  to  make  an  effort  for  their  for- 
mer independence.  Should  they  fucceed,  and  it  is  their  own 
fault  if  they  do  not,  for  it  appears  they  are  fuperior  in  point 
of  numbers,  and  much  fo  in  courage,  the  whole  or  the  greateft 
part  of  the  diftrict  of  Graaf  Reynet  rauft,  in  confequence,  be 
abandoned  by  the  Dutch  African  peafantry. 

The 
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The  boors  of  this  diftrict  are  entirely  graziers ;  few  attempt- 
ing to  put  a  plough  or  a  fpade  into  the  ground,  except  in  Zwart 
Kop's  Bay,  or  in  fome  parts  of  the  Sneuwberg,  preferring  a 
life  of  complete  indolence  and  a  diet  of  animal  food  to  the  com- 
fort of  procuring  a  fupply  of  daily  bread,  and  a  few  vegetables, 
by  a  very  trifling  degree  of  exertion.  In  Sneuwberg,  indeed, 
the  depredations  of  the  locufts  are  difcouraging  to  the  cultivator, 
as  the  odds  are  great  he  reaps  nothing,  while  this  devouring  in- 
fect remains  in  the  country.  About  the  drofdy,  alfo,  they 
cultivate  a  little  grain,  which  they  exchange  with  the  grazier 
for  fheep  and  cattle. 

The  diftrict  of  Graaf  Reynet  is  entirely  compofed  of  loan- 
farms,  and  it  is  divided  as  follows : 

1.  The  Drofdy. 

1.  Sneuwberg,  confiding  of  three  parts. 

3.  S 'wagers  Hoeck. 

4.  Bruyntjes  Hoogte. 

5.  Camdeboo. 

6.  Zwarte  Rugge?is. 

7.  Zwarte  Kofs  River. 

8.  Zuure  Veldt. 

9.  Bosjefman  s  River. 

10.  Tarka. 

1 1.  Sea-cow  River  and  Rhinofcerojberg. 

12.  Zwarte  Berg. 

13.  Nieuwveld  and  the  Gbowp. 
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1.  The  Drofdy,  or  refidence  of  the  Landroft,  is  a  fm all  vil- 
lage in  the  centre  of  the  diftric~t,  and  rather  more  than  500 
miles  from  Cape  Town.  It  confifts  in  about  a  dozen  mud- 
houfes  covered  with  thatch.  That  of  the  Landroft  is  of  the 
fame  defcription,  to  which  is  annexed  a  garden  and  vineyard ; 
but  the  grapes  here  feldom  come  to  perfection,  on  account  of 
the  cold  blafts  from  the  Snowy  Mountains,  at  the  feet  of  which 
the  village  is  fituated.  The  land  is  red  Karroo,  and  uncom- 
monly fertile  where  the  Sunday  River  can  be  brought  to  flood 
it.  I  obferved  here  feventy  diftinct  Items  from  one  fingle 
grain  of  corn. 

Under  the  idea  of  civilizing  the  rude  boors  of  this  diftrict, 
Lord  Macartney  made  fuitable  provifion  for  a  clergyman,  and 
the  foundation  was  laid  for  a  large  church.  Long,  however, 
before  the  outer  walls  were  built,  they  thought  fit  to  expel  the 
clergyman  that  had  been  fent  down  to  them ;  and  the  build- 
ing was  only  juft  finiihed  when  the  Englifh  evacuated  the 
place. 

2.  Voory  Middle^  and  Agter  Sneuwberg,  the  fore,  middle,  and 
pofterior  Snowy  mountains  may  be  confidered  as  the  grand 
nurfery  of  fheep  and  horned  cattle,  particularly  of  the  former. 
Of  thefe  many  families  are  in  pofTeflion  of  flocks  from  two  to 
five  thoufand.  Between  the  people  of  thefe  divifions  and  the 
Bosjefman  Hottentots  there  is  a  perpetual  warfare,  which  is  im- 
prudently fomented  by  the  former  making  prifoners  for  life  of 
the  children  they  take  from  the  latter. 
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In  no  part  of  the  colony  are  fuch  immenfe  flocks  of  the 
fpringbok  as  in  the  divifions  of  the  Snowy  Mountains.  Five 
thoufand  in  one  group  are  confidered  only  as  a  moderate  quan- 
tity, ten,  twelve,  or  fifteen  thoufand  being  fometimes  found 
afTembled  together,  efpecially  when  they  are  about  to  migrate 
to  fome  other  part  of  the  country.  The  bontebok,  the  eland,  the 
hartebeejl)  and  the  gemjbok  are  alfo  plentiful,  and  fmall  game  in 
vaft  numbers.  On  the  banks  of  the  Fifti  River  are  two  wells 
of  hepatized  water,  of  the  temperature  of  88°  of  Fahrenheit's 
fcale.  They  are  confidered  to  be  efficacious  in  healing  fprains 
and  bruifes,  and  favourable  to  rheumatic  complaints,  to  which 
the  great  changeablenefs  of  the  climate  renders  the  inhabitants 
fubjec~t.  In  feveral  of  the  mountains  of  this  divifion  are  alfo 
found,  adhering  to  the  fandftone  rocks,  large  plates  of  native 
nitre,  from  half  an  inch  to  an  inch  in  thicknefs,  but  not  in  quan- 
tities fufficient  to  make  it  an  object  of  attention  as  an  article  of 
commerce. 

3.  Swaagers  Hoeck  is  a  fmall  divifion  within  the  mountains 
at  the  head  of  Bruyntjes  Hoogte,  tolerably  well  watered  and 
fertile  in  grain,  which,  however,  is  very  fparingly  cultivated. 

4.  Bruyntjes  Hoogte  lies  upon  the  banks  of  the  Great  Fifli 
River,  and  is  confidered  as  the  beft  divifion  in  the  whole  diftrict 
for  horfes  and  horned  cattle,  and  equally  fuitable  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  grain  and  fruits ;  but  the  enormous  diftance  from  any 
market  holds  out  no  encouragement  to  the  farmer  to  fow  more 
grain  than  is  neceffary  for  family  ufe,  and  many  of  them  take 
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not  the  trouble  of  lowing  any.  The  bofch  boh  and  pigmy  an- 
telope are  common  in  this  diftrict ;  and  buffaloes  and  rhi- 
nofcerofes  haunt  the  thickets  upon  the  banks  of  the  Great  Fifh 
River. 

All  the  difi urbances  of  Graaf  Reynet  have  originated  in  this 
diviiion.  Its  proximity  to  the  KafTers  held  out  an  irrefiftible 
temptation  to  the  boors  to  wage  war  againft  them  for  the  fake 
of  plundering  them  of  their  cattle  j  yet  none  of  the  boors  are  in 
better  circumftances  than  thofe  of  Bruyntjes  Hoogte.  The  very 
man  who  was  mod  active  in  promoting  a  Kaffer  war,  according 
to  his  Opgaaff^  had  between  800  and  900  head  of  cattle,  and 
more  than  8000  fheep,  all  of  which,  in  their  late  disturbances 
with  the  Kaffers,  he  very  defervedly  loft. 

5.  Camdeboo  extends  along  the  feet  of  the  Snowy  Mountains, 
from  the  drofdy  to  Bruyntjes  Hoogte',  and  is  chiefly  compofed 
of  Karroo  plains,  which,  however,  are  extremely  fertile  in  the 
chafms  down  which  the  ftreams  of  the  mountains  conftantly 
flow.  The  oxen  are  large  and  ftrong,  and  the  fheep  little  in- 
ferior to  thofe  of  the  Snowy  Mountains.  The  beautiful  animal 
the  gnoo  is  frequently  feen  bounding  over  the  plains  of  Cam- 
deboo, and  fpringboks  and  haxtebeejls  are  very  plentiful. 

6.  Zwartc  Ruggens  is  a  rough  ftoney  tract  of  country  to  the 
fouthward  of  Camdeboo,  very  fcantily  fupplied  with  water,  and 
producing  little  except  fucculent  plants,  among  which  are  two 
or  three  fpecies  of  euphorbia.    Few  families  are  found  in  this 
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divifion,  but  here  and  there  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Sun- 
day River,  which  runs  through  it.  The  cattle  and  fheep  are 
fmall,  but  generally  in  good  condition,  notwithftanding  the  ap- 
parent fcarcity,  I  might  almoft  fay  total  abfence,  of  grafs. 

7.  Zwarte  Kofs  River  is  a  fertile  and  extenfive  divifion, 
lying  to  the  fouthward  of  the  Zwarte  Ruggens,  and  is  capable 
of  producing  an  abundant  fupply  of  grain,  convenient  to  be  de- 
livered at  a  trifling  expence  at  the  bay,  which  we  have  already 
had  occafion  to  notice.  About  fifteen  miles  to  the  weftward  of 
the  bay  are  large  forefts  of  timber  trees,  near  which  there  is 
every  appearance  of  a  rich  mine  of  lead,  as  I  particularly  no- 
ticed in  the  former  volume.  I  had  occafion  alfo  to  fpeak  of 
the  fait  lake  near  the  bay,  and  the  plentiful  fupply  of  that  ar- 
ticle which  it  produces.  Wax  from  the  myrica  cerifera  and 
aloes  might  be  furniftied  by  this  divifion  as  articles  of  com- 
merce. 

8.  Zunre  Veldt  is  an  extenfive  plain  country  ftretching  from 
the  Sunday  River  in  Zwart  Kop's  Bay  to  the  Great  FUh  River, 
and  is  the  fame  kind  of  good  arable  or  pafture  land  as  the  plains 
of  the  Autiniquas  divifion  in  Zwellendam,  but  it  is  now  exclu- 
fively  in  the  pofTefTion  of  the  Kaffers,  from  whom,  indeed,  it 
was  originally  taken  forcibly  by  the  boors.  The  great  chafms 
towards  the  fea-coaft,  that  are  filled  with  thickets,  abound  in 
elephants  and  buffaloes  ;  and  in  the  Great  Fifti  River  are  occa- 
fionally,  at  leaft,  a  few  of  the  hippopotamus  or  river  horfe. 
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9.  Bosjefman  s  River  joins  the  Zuure  Veld  to  the  northward, 
and  is  a  dry  hilly  country  without  any  verdure,  except  in  the 
hollows.    It  is  thinly  inhabited. 

10.  The  Tarka  is  a  fmall  divifion  at  the  north-eaftern  ex- 
tremity of  the  colony,  almoft  entirely  deferted  on  account  of  its 
proximity  to  feveral  hordes  of  Bosjefman  Hottentots.  It  was 
in  the  mountains  that  terminate  this  divifion  that  I  found  the 
drawing  of  the  unicorn  on  the  caverns.  The  bontebok,  the 
eland,  and  the  gnoo  are  common  in  the  Tarka, 

1 1.  Sea-cow  River  and  Rhinofcerojberg  lie  to  the  northward  of 
the  Snowy  Mountains,  and  confift  of  detached  hills  rifing  out  of 
extenfive  plains,  and  are  well  covered  with  grafs.  All  kinds  of 
game  are  particularly  abundant  in  thefe  divifions,  and  there  is 
icarcely  a  fpecies  of  antelope  within  the  limits  of  the  colony  that 
may  not  be  met  with  here.  The  inhabitants  are  in  a  ftate  of 
perpetual  warfare  with  the  Bosjefmans,  and  are  frequently 
obliged  to  defert  this  part  of  the  country. 

12.  Z 'iv 'arte  Berg  is  a  portion  of  the  mountain  of  the  fame 
name  in  the  diftrict  of  Zwellendam,  to  which,  indeed,  this  alfo 
ought  properly  to  belong.  Sheep  and  horned  cattle  are  the  chief 
produce  of  the  farmers. 

13.  Nieuwvcldt  and  the  Gbowp  are  alfo  portions  of  the  moun- 
tains of  the  fame  names,  in  the  Stellenbofch  diftridt,  and  extend 
from  thence  to  the  Sneuwberg.  They  are  occafionally  deferted 
on  account  of  the  incurfions  of  the  Bosjefman  Hottentots. 

The 
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The  Opgaaff  lift  taken  on  oath  at  the  drofdy  of  Graaf  Reynet, 
in  the  year  1798,  was  as  follows : 


Population. 

Men          -          -  940 

Women       -  689 

Sons          -          -  1 1 70 

Daughters           -            -  1 138 
Servants,  fchool-malters  with  their 

families            -            -  189 

Perfons  of  colour  and  their  families  1 36 

Chriftians  4262 

Men  flaves  -  -  445 

Women  flaves  -  -  330 

Slave  children  -  -  189 

Slaves  964 
Hottentots  in  the  whole  diftricT:  (taken  in 

the  Opgaaff)  -  -  8947 


Total  population  of  Graaf  Reynet  14,173 

Stock  and  Produce, 

Horfes         -                                  -  7>392 

Horned  cattle           -             -  118,306 

Sheep             -  780,274 

vol.  11.                        3  c  Leggers 
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Leggers  of  wine  made  -  -  -187^ 
Muids  of  wheat  reaped  1 797           -         -  n,283t 
  of  barley           -  5>*9& 

Total  Amount  of  the  Opgaaff  Lifts  of  the  four  Diftricls, 
being  the  exa£t  State  of  the  Population,  Stocky  and  Produce  of 
the  whole  Colony  (the  Britifh  Army  and  Navy,  and  Britiih 
Settlers  not  included)  in  the  Year  1798. 


Population. 

Cape. 

Zvvellendam. 

Stellenbofch. 

GmafReynet. 

Totals. 

hriftians 
Slaves 
H  jttentots 

6261 
1 1,891 

3967 
2  196 

500 

7256 

i°,7°3 

5000 

4262 
964 
8947 

21,746 
25,754 
14,447 

Total 

18,152 

6663 

22,959 

14,173 

61,947 

Stock  and  produce 
Horfes 

Heads  of  cattle 

Sheep 

Hogs 

Wine  plants 
Leggers  of  wine 
Muids  of  wheat 

 of  barley 

 of  rye 

8334 
20,957 

758 

1,560,109 

786I 

32,962 

18,819 
529 

9049 
52,376 
154,992 

22o£ 
16,720 

i°>554 

22,661 

59,567 
45^695 

1 1,500,090 
7914 

77,063 
32,872 
2053 

7392 
1 1 8,306 
780,274 

187A 
11,2831 
5*93* 

47,436 
25  1,206 
1,448,536 
758 

13,060,109 
9io8TV 
138,028^ 

67,438J 
2582 

Tenures  of  Lands. 

The  Dutch  Government  having  obtained  a  trad  of  country 
from  the  Hottentots,  at  firft  by  purchafe  and  extended  after- 
wards by  force,  made  grants  of  land  to  the  fettlers  on  the  four 
following  tenures : 


1.  Loan 
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it  'Loan  lands. 

2.  Gratuity  lands. 

3.  £$uit  rents. 

4.  Freeholds. 

1.  The  mod  ancient  tenure  is  that  of  Loan  lands.  Thefe 
were  grants,  made  to  the  original  fettlers,  of  certain  portions 
of  land  to  be  held  on  yearly  leafes,  on  condition  of  paying  to 
Government  an  annual  rent  of  twenty-four  rix  dollars.  Every 
farm  was  to  confift  of  the  fame  quantity,  and  be  fubject  to  the 
fame  rent,  without  any  regard  being  paid  to  the  quality  of  the 
land.  And  though  the  leafe  was  made  out  for  one  year  only, 
yet  the  payment  of  the  rent  was  confidered  as  a  renewal ;  fo 
that  the  tenure  amounted,  in  fa<£t,  to  a  leafe  held  in  perpetuity. 
And  the  buildings  erected  on  it,  together  with  the  vineyards 
and  fruit  groves  planted,  called  the  npjlals^  were  faleable  like 
any  other  property,  and  the  leafe  continued  to^the  purchafer. 

When  application  was  intended  to  be  made  for  the  grant  of 
a  leafehold  farm,  the  perfon  applying  ftuck  down  a  flake  at  the 
place  where  the  houfe  was  meant  to  be  ere&ed.  The  overfeer 
of  the  divifion  was  then  called  to  examine  that  it  did  not  en- 
croach on  the  neighbouring  farms,  that  is  to  fay,  that  no  part 
of  any  of  the  furrounding  farms  were  within  half  an  hour's 
walk  of  the  ftake ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  a  radius  of  about 
a  mile  and  half,  with  the  flake  as  a  centre,  fwept  a  circle  which 
did  not  interfect  any  part  of  the  adjoining  farms.  In  fuch  cafe 
the  overfeer  certified  that  the  loan  farm  applied  for  was  tenable, 
otherwife  not.    And  as  it  generally  happened  that  the  fite  of 
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the  houfe  was  determined  by  fome  fpring  or  water-courfe,  the 
ftake  was  fo  placed  that  the  circumference  of  the  circle  de- 
fcribed  left  a  fpace  between  the  new,  and  fome  adjoining,  farm 
of  one,  two,  or  more  miles  in  diameter.  This  intermediate 
fpace,  if  lefs  than  three  miles  in  diameter,  was  confidered  as 
not  tenable,  and,  confequently,  if  any  perfon  (willing  to  pay 
the  eftablifhed  rent  for  a  fmaller  quantity  of  land  than  Govern- 
ment allowed)  applied  for  fuch  intermediate  piece  of  ground,  his 
application  was  fure  to  be  rejected.  Whether  the  Government 
had  any  defign  of  difperfing  the  people  by  fuch  an  abfurd  fyf- 
tem,  under  the  idea  of  keeping  them  more  eafily  in  fubjection, 
I  can't  pretend  to  fay,  but  it  thought  proper  to  encourage  the 
continuance  of  the  fyftem,  which  is  in  full  force  to  this  mo- 
ment. 

The  difputes  about  thefe  ftakes  or  baakens^  as  they  call  them, 
are  endlefs  ;  and  partly  through  accident,  but  frequently  by  de- 
fign, the  ftakes  are  fo  placed  that,  on  an  average  throughout 
the  whole  colony,  the  farms  are  at  twice  the  diftance,  and  con- 
fequently contain  four  times  the  quantity  of  land  allowed  by 
Government. 

The  number  of  thefe  loan  farms  regiftered  in  the  office  of 
the  receiver  of  the  land  revenue,  on  doling  the  books  in  1798, 


were, 


In  the  the  diftrict  of  the  Cape 
 Stellenbofch  and  DrakenMein 


689 


110 


Carried  forward 


799 
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Brought  forward  799 

In  Zwellendam  -  -  541 

—  Graaf  Reynet  -  .-  492. 


Total  1832 

Suppofing  each  farm  to  confift  only  of  the  ufual  allowance, 
or  a  fquare  of  three  miles  the  fide,  the  quantity  of  land  in  all  the 
loan  farms  will  amount  to  10,552,320  acres  ;  and  the  annual  rent 
they  produce  is  about  44,000  rix-dollars,  which  is  at  the  rate 
of  about  eight-tenths  of  a  farthing  an  acre.  Yet,  moderate  as 
thefe  rents  are,  the  Dutch  Government  could  not  prevent  their 
running  in  arrears,  the  amount  of  which,  at  the  capture,  was 
upwards  of  200,000  rix  dollars.  From  the  payment  of  this 
arrear  they  were  excufed  by  the  Britifh  Government.  Yet, 
neverthelefs,  they  pay  the  fmall  rent  referved  fo  unwillingly 
and  irregularly,  that  new  arrears  are  every  day  accruing. 


2.  Gratuity  lands  are  fuchas  were  originally  granted  in  loan, 
but,  on  petition  of  the  holders,  in  confequence  of  fome  fuppofed 
fervices  done  to  Government,  have  been  converted  into  a  fort 
of  cuftomary  copyhold  liable  to  a  certain  rent,  which,  like  the 
loan-lands,  is  continued  at  24  rix  dollars  a-year.  Such  eftates, 
except  a  few  in  Zwellendam,  are  at  no  great  diftance  from  the 
Cape,  and,  in  general,  are  in  a  better  ftate  of  cultivation  than 
the  loan  farms.  Their  number,  as  regiftered  in  the  Land  Re- 
venue Office,  are, 


In 


\ 
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In  the  diftrid  of  the  Cape           -  -  43 
■  Stellenbofch  and  Drakenftein  -  46 
  Zwellendam            -  -  18 


Total       1 07 


3.  The  quit-rents  arife  from  pieces  of  wafte  ground  which, 
from  their  contiguity  or  convenience  to  an  eftate,  have  been 
allowed  by  Government  to  be  occupied  by  the  owners  of  fuch 
eftates  upon  a  leafe  of  fifteen  years,  on  condition  of  their  pay- 
ing an  annual  rent  of  one  fhilling  an  acre.  Before  the  expiration 
of  the  leafe  a  prolongation  of  the  term  for  another  fifteen  years 
is  petitioned,  and  the  renewal  feems  now  to  have  become  a  mat- 
ter of  courfe.    Of  fuch  grants  there  are, 

In  the  Cape  diftrict  -  25 
  Stellenbofch  and  Drakenftein         -  10 

Total  35 


4.  Real  eftates  held  in  fee-fimple  and  fubject  to  no  rent  are 
chiefly  fituated  in  the  Cape  diftrict  or  its  vicinity.  Thefe  are 
the  choiceft  patches  of  land,  and  have  originally  been  fold  or 
granted  to  the  early  fettlers  in  parcels  of  about  60  morgen,  or 
1 20  Englim  acres.  It  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  lands  held  in 
fee-fimple  (hould  be  in  a  higher  ftate  of  improvement  than  thofe 

held 
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held  by  any  other  tenure,  and  fo,  in  fact,  they  are,  though  by 
no  means  brought  to  that  degree  which  might  be  expected.  A 
Cape  farmer  has  no  idea  of  beftowing  much  labour  or  employ- 
ing his  capital  in  the  profpect  of  a  diftant  profit.  He  is  unwil- 
ling to  plant  trees,  becaufe  he  may  not  live  to  reap  the  benefit 
of  them.  Yet,  in  this  climate,  there  is  no  great  interval  of 
time  between  dropping  the  feed  into  the  ground  and  the  growth 
of  the  tree.  The  oak,  the  ftone-pine,  the  poplar,  and  the  native 
filver  tree  are  all  of  quick  vegetation.  One  Van  Rcetien,  a  brewer 
at  the  foot  of  the  Table  Mountain,  on  the  eaft  fide,  planted  a 
wood  of  the  filver  tree  twelve  years  ago,  on  wafte  ground,  from 
which  he  now  fupplies  the  town  and  garrifon  with  fuel ;  and 
for  which  he  refufed  the  offer  of  between  three  and  four  thou- 
fand  pounds  as  it  flood  on  the  fpot. 

Eftates  in  the  Cape  remain  but  a  fhort  time  in  the  fame  fa- 
mily. Their  defcent  is  feldom  fettled,  as  by  the  laws  of  the 
colony  all  the  children  are  entitled  to  equal  fhares  of  the  pro- 
perty at  the  death  of  the  parents.  The  advantages  to  which 
primogeniture  in  fome  countries  entitles,  are  here  entirely  un- 
known. Superior  in  point  of  equity,  as  fuch  a  rule  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged, the  confequence  of  it  is  an  indifference  to  all 
improvement  of  eftates  beyond  what  will  be  productive  of  im- 
mediate profit.  The  proprietor  endeavours  to  enrich  himfelf  by 
lending  out  money,  increafing  his  ftock  of  flaves,  of  cattle,  and 
furniture,  or  by  purchafing  other  eftates,  but  he  rarely  thinks  of 
improving  them.  He  is  little  ambitious  of  leaving  a  name  be- 
hind him,  or  of  fettling  any  branch  of  his  family  upon  the 
fame  fpot  that  raifed  him  to  independence  and  affluence.  Old 
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Cloctc,  the  late  proprietor  of  Conftantia,  forms  a  folitary  excep- 
tion from  this  remark.  Having  raifed  himfelf  from  the  fituation 
of  trumpeter  to  a  regiment  into  affluence,  his  whole  attention 
was  directed  to  the  improvement  of  his  eftates,  which  he  divided 
among  his  children.  His  favourite  Conftantia  he  left  to  the  fon 
who  bore  his  own  name,  and  it  is  provided,  in  his  will,  that  this 
efiate  (hall  defcend  directly  in  the  male  line  to  him  who  bears 
his  chriftian  name,  or  collaterally  to  the  neareft  of  kin  to  his 
own  chriftian  name  and  a  Clocte.  The  confequence  -of  which 
is,  that  Conftantia  is  the  molt  improving  eftate  in  the  colony. 

There  are,  perhaps,  few  countries  where  property  fo  fre- 
quently changes  hands  as  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Not 
only  do  eftates  go  out  of  a  family  at  the  death  of  the  parents, 
when  they  are  fure  to  be  fold  in  order  to  make  a  divifion  of  the 
property  among  the  children,  but  there  feems  to  be  an  univerfal 
propensity  to  buy,  fell,  and  exchange.  Of  this  the  Government 
has  taken  the  advantage,  and  impofed  a  duty  of  four  per  cent, 
on  all  immovable  property  that  is  transferred  from  one  perfon 
to  another.  Two-thirds  of  the  property,  difpofed  of  at  the 
Cape,  is  by  public  auction,  on  which  the  vendue  mafter  charges 
two  per  cent.,  il  per  cent,  for  Government,  and  £  per  cent,  for 
himfelf ;  fo  that  the  duty  on  transferring  an  eftate  amounts  to 
6  per  cent,  upon  the  value.  In  fifteen  fales,  therefore,  by  ad- 
ding the  expence  of  ftamps  and  writings,  Government  runs 
away  with  the  whole  capital ;  and  I  have  been  informed,  there 
are  inftances,  within  the  memory  of  many  perfons,  of  eftates 
being  fold  this  number  of  times.  I,  myfelf,  purchafed  a  fmall 
eftate  that,  within  the  laft  eight  years,  has  changed  hands  fix 
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times;  paying  thrice  a  duty  to  Government  of  6  per  cent,  and 
thrice  of  4  per  cent.,  making  a  tax  of  30  per  cent,  on  the  value 
of  the  property.  It  may  be  obferved,  that  this  rage  for  buying 
and  felling  makes  the  transfer  and  the  public  vendue  duties  two 
of  the  moft  productive  branches  of  the  public  revenue. 


Condition  of  the  Inhabitants. 

If  the  condition  of  mankind  was  to  be  eftimated  entirely  by 
•the  means  it  poflefled  of  fupplying  an  abundance,  or  preventing 
a  fcarcity,  of  the  necelTary  articles  of  life,  and  it  muft  be  con- 
felfed  they  conftitute  a  very  eflential  part  of  its  comforts,  the 
European  colonics  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  might  be  pro- 
nounced amongfr.  the  happieft  of  men.    But  as  all  the  pleafures 
cf  this  world  are  attended  with  evils,  like  rofes  placed  on  ftems 
that  are  furrounded  with  thorns,  fo  thefe  people,  in  the  midft  of 
plenty  unknown  in  other  countries,  can  fcarcely  be  confidered 
as  objects  of  envy.     Debarred  from  every  mental  pleafure 
arifmg  from  the  perufal  of  books  or  the  frequent  converfation 
of  friends,  each  fucceeding  day  is  a  repetition  of  the  paft,  whofe- 
irkfome  famenefs  is  varied  only  by  the  accidental  call  of  a  tra- 
veller, the  lefs  welcome  vifits  of  the  Bosjefmans,  or  the  terror 
of  being  put  to  death  by  their  own  flaves,  or  the  Hottentots 
in  their  employ.     The  only  counterpoife  to  this  wearifome 
and  miferable  ftate  of  exiftence,  is  a  fuperfluity  of  the  ne- 
cefiaries  of  life,  as  far  as  regards  the  fupport  of  the  animal 
functions,  which  all,  of  every  defcription  among  the  colonifts, 
vol.  11.  3D  have 
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have  the  means  of  acquiring  with  little  exertion  either  of  body 
or  mind. 

A  fhort  fketch  of  the  circumfiances  and  refcurces  of  the  fe- 
veral  clafTes  of  the  colonifts  will  be  fufficient  to  convey  a  general 
idea  of  their  refpective  conditions.  The  22,000  Chriftian  in- 
habitants that  compofe  the  population  of  this  colony  may  be  re- 
duced into  four  clafTes. 

1.  People  of  the  town. 

2.  Fine-growers. 

3.  Grain-far  men. 

4.  Graziers. 

I.  The  people  of  the  town  we  have  already  obferved  to  be  an 
idle  difTolute  race  of  men,  fubfifling  chiefly  by  the  labour  cf 
their  flaves.  In  order  to  derive  a  fixed  income  and  to  avoid 
any  trouble,  they  require  each  flave  to  bring  them  a  certain 
fum  at  the  end  of  every  week  ;  all  that  he  can  earn  above  this 
fum  is  for  himfelf,  and  many  are  induftrious  enough  to  raife  as 
much  money  in  a  few  years  as  is  fufficient  to  purchafe  their 
freedom,  and  fometimes  that  of  their  children.  The  price  of 
provifions  and  the  price  of  labour  bear  no  fort  of  proportion. 
Butcher's  meat  is  only  about  twopence  a  pound,  and  good  brown 
bread,  fuch  as  all  the  flaves  eat,  one  penny  a  pound.  A  com- 
mon labouring  flave  gets  from  two  fhillings  to  half  a  crown  a 
day,  and  a  mechanic  or  artificer  five  and  fix  fhillings  a  day. 
The  people  of  Gape  Town  are  almoft  all  of  them  petty  dealers, 
and  they  have  a  remarkable  propenfity  for  public  vendues.  Not 

a  day 
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a  day  pafles  without  feveral  of  thefe  being  held  both  before  and 
after  dinner.  And  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  fee  the  fame 
identical  articles  expofed  at  two  different  fales  the  fame  day. 
In  fact,  a  vendue  is  a  kind  of  lottery.  A  man  buys  a  fet  of 
goods  in  the  morning,  which  he  again  expofes  to  fale  in  the 
evening,  fometimes  gaining  and  fometimes  lofing.  Yet  all 
moveable  property,  on  fale  by  public  auction,  is  liable  to  a  duty 
of  5  per  cent.,  3I  of  which  the  auctioneer  is  accountable  for  to 
Government ;  the  remainder  is  for  himfelf.  I  cannot  give  a 
ftronger  inftance  of  the  rage  for  Vendues  than  by  obferving 
that  in  four  fucceffive  months  of  the  year  1801,  the  amount  of 
property  fold  by  public  auction  was  1,500,000  rix  dollars,  a 
fum  equal  to  the  whole  quantity  of  paper  money  in  circulation, 
which,  indeed,  may  be  confidered  as  the  only  money,  of  late 
years,  that  has  circulated  in  the  country.  In  what  manner, 
therefore,  thefe  articles  were  to  be  paid  for  is  a  fort  of  myftery, 
which,  however,  the  declining  ftate  of  the  colony  may  before 
this  have  explained. 

The  better  fort  of  people  are  thofe  who  are  employed  in  thfi 
different  departments  of  Government,  but  their  falaries  were  fo 
fmall  that  moft  of  them  were  petty  merchants.  Others  have 
eftates  in  the  country  and  derive  a  revenue  from  their  produce. 
Others  again  are  a  fort  of  agents  for  the  country  boors,  and 
keep  houfes  to  lodge  them  when  they  make  their  annual  vifit 
to  the  town.  Thefe  are  a  kind  of  Jew  brokers,  who  live  en- 
tirely by  defrauding  the  fimple  boors  in  difpofing  of  their  pro- 
duce, and  purchafing  for  them  necefTaries  in  return.  A  boor  in 
the  Cape  can  do  nothing  for  himfelf.    Unaccuftomed  to  any 
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fociety  but  thofe  of  his  family  and  his  Hottentots,  he  is  the 
moft  awkward  and  hclplefs  being  on  earth,  when  he  gets  into 
Cape  Town,  and  neither  buys  nor  fells  but  through  his  agent. 
The  emancipated  Haves  and  people  of  colour  are  generally  ar- 
tificers;  many  of  them  fupport  their  families  by  fifh'mg.  Dur- 
ing the  whole  year  there  is  great  plenty  and  variety  of  fifh 
caught  in  Table  Bay,  and  cheap  enough  for  the  very  poorefl  ta 
make  a  daily  ufe  of. 

Houfe-rent,  fuel,  and  clothing  are  all  dear;  yet,  I  will  be 
bold  to  fay,  there  is  no  town  nor  city  in  all  Europe,  where  the 
mafs  of  the  people  are  better  lodged  or  better  clothed  ;  and  fire 
is  lefs  necelfary  here  than  in  moft  parts  of  Europe.  The  keep 
of  a  horfe  in  Cape  Town  was  never  lefs,  under  the  Englifli 
Government,  than  25  /.  fterling  a  year,  yet  every  butcher, 
baker,  petty  fhopkeeper,  and  artificer,  had  his  team  of  four, 
fix,  or  eight  horfes  and  his  chaife.  It  is  true,  his  horfes  were 
lent  out  for  hire  one  day,  and  drew  himfelf  and  his  family  ano- 
ther; but  ftill  it  feemed  inexplicable  how  they  contrived  to  keep 
up-  an  eftablifhment  fo  much  beyond  their  apparent  means. 
Their  creditors,  I  imagine,  long  before  this,  will  beft  be  able  to 
give  a  fatisfaclory  explanation,  fince  Britiih  money  has  ceafed 
to  circulate  among  them. 

It  is  true  they  are  neither  burthened  with  taxes  nor  arTelT- 
ments.  Except  on  public  vendues  and  transfer  of  immoveable 
property,  Government  has  been  remarkably  tender  in  impofing 
on  them  burthens,  which,  however,  they  might  very  well  afford 
to  bear.    Their  parochial  alfelfments  are  equally  moderate.  Ac 
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the  firft  eftablifhment  of  the  colony  a  kind  of  capitation  tax  was 
levied  under  the  name  of  Lion  and  Tyger  money.  The  fund  fo 
raifed  was  applied  to  the  encouragement  of  deftroying  beafts  of 
prey,  of  which  thefe  two  were  confidered  as  the  moft  formida- 
ble. But  as  lions  and  tygers  have  long  been  as  fcarce  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Cape,  as  wolves  are  in  England,  the  name 
of  the  affeffmeiV:  has  been  changed,  though  the  afleffment  itfelf 
remains,  and  is  applied  to  the  repairs  of  the  roads,  ftreets,  water- 
courfes,  and  other  public  works.  The  fum  to  be  raifed  is  fixed 
by  the  police,  and  the  quota  afligned  to  each  is  proportioned  to 
the  circumftances  of  the  individual ;  the  limits  of  the  afleffment 
being  from  half  a  crown  to  forty  millings.  The  perfons  liable 
rauft  be  burghers,  or  fuch  as  are  above  fixteen  years  of  age,  and 
enrolled  among  the  burgher  inhabitants.  The  ordinary  amount 
is  fixed  at  about  5000  rix  dollars  a  year. 

Another  afleffment  to  which  heads  of  families  are  liable  is 
called  Chimney  and  Hearth  money.  This  is,  properly  fpeaking> 
a  houfe  tax,  fixed  at  the  rate  of  eighteenpence  a  month,  or  4* 
rix  dollars  a  year,  for  every  houfe  or  fire-place.  This  fhould 
feem  to  be  an  unfair  afleffment,  as  the  richeft  and  the  pooreft  in- 
habitant, the  man  with  a  large  houfe  and  he  who  poffeffes  only 
a  cottage,  are  liable  to  the  fame  contribution  ;  as  it  is  prefumed 
that  every  houfe  has  its  kitchen  fire-place  and  no  other.  The 
amount  of  this  afleffment  is  about  5200  rix  dollars,  which,  at 
the  above  rate,  correfponds  very  nearly  with  the  number  of 
houfes  in  the  town. 


They 
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They  r.re  fubject  to  no  tythes  nor  church-rates  whatfoever, 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy  ;  thefe  being  paid  in  the 
moft  liberal  manner  out  of  the  treafury  of  Government.  Nor 
is  any  demand  made  upon  them  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor. 
The  very  few  that,  through  age  or  infirmities,  are  unable  to 
maintain  themfelvcs,  are  fupported  out  of  the  fuperfiuities  of 
the  church.  Where  the  mere  articles  of  eating  and  drinking 
are  fo  reafonably  procured  as  in  the  Cape,  it  is  no  great  degree 
of  charity  for  the  rich  to  fupport  their  poor  relations,  and,  ac- 
cordingly, it  is  the  common  practice  of  the  country.  Thofe 
who  come  under  the  denomination  of  poor  are,  for  the  mofl 
part,  emancipated  fiaves,  who  may  not  have  the  benefit  of  fuch 
relations.  Nor  does  the  church  provide  for  fuch  on  uncertain 
grounds.  Every  perfon  manumitting  £  Have  muft  pay  to  the 
church  fifty  rix  dollars  or  ten  pounds,  and  at  the  fame  time  give 
fecurity  that  fuch  flave  fhall  not  become  burdenfome  to  the 
church  for  a  certain  number  of  years. 

The  police  of  the  Town  is  committed  to  the  management  of 
a  board  confifting  of  fix  burghers,  called  the  Burgher  Senate. 
The  functions  of  this  board  are  various  and  important,  but  they 
are  performed  in  that  carelefs  and  llovenly  manner  which  is 
ever  the  cafe  where  men  are  compelled  to  accept  an  office  to 
which  there  is  annexed  neither  pay  nor  emolument.  The  only 
exception  that  I  know  of  is  in  the  fituation  of  an  Englifh  juftice 
of  peace.  In  every  public  employment  of  a  permanent  nature, 
like  that  of  the  Burgher  Senate,  if  the  emoluments  are  not  fuch 
as  to  make  it  worth  a  man's  while  to  keep  his  place,  the  odds 
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are  great  that  the  duties  of  it  will  be  neglected.  This  was  the 
rock  upon  which  the  Dutch,  in  all  their  Eaft  India  fettlements, 
fplit.  The  appointments  of  their  fervants  were  fo  fmall,  that 
thofe  who  held  them  could  not  live  without  cheating  their  em- 
ployers ;  and  this  was  carried  on  to  fuch  an  extent,  as  to  become 
a  common  obfervation  that,  in  proportion  as  the  Company's 
finances  were  impoverifiied,  their  fervants  were  enriched. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  Burgher  Senate  confifts  in  feeing  that  the 
ftreets  be  kept  clean  and  in  proper  repair;  that  no  nuifance  be 
thrown  into  the  public  avenues  leading  to  the  town  ;  that  no 
encroachments  be  made  on  public  property ;  that  no  diforderly 
houfes  be  fuffered  to  remain  ;  no  impofitions  practifed  on  the 
public ;  no  falfe  weights  nor  meafures  ufed.     They  are  au- 
thorized to  regulate  the  prices  of  bread ;  to  enquire  from  time 
to  time  into  the  ftate  of  the  harveft  ;  and  to  take  precautions 
againft  a  fcarcity  of  corn.    They  are  to  devife  meafures  and 
fuggeft  plans  to  Government  that  may  feem  proper  and  effective 
for  keeping  up  a  conftant  fucceflion  of  coppice  wood  for  fuel 
in  the  Cape  diftrict.    They  are  directed  to  take  particular  care 
that  the  tradefmen  of  the  town,  and  more  efpecially  the  fmiths 
and  cartwrights,  impofe  not  on  the  country  boors  in  the  prices 
of  utenfils  neceffary  for  carrying  on  the  bufinefs  of  agriculture. 
They  are  to  report  fuch  crimes,  trefpaffes,  and  mifdemeanors,  as 
come  within  their  knowledge,  to  the  Fifcal,  who  is  the  Chief 
Magiftrate  of  the  police,  and  Attorney-General  of  the  colony. 

It  would  be  in  vain  to  expect  that  fuch  various  and  important 
duties  mould  be  faithfully  fulfilled  for  a  number  of  years  with- 
out 
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out  any  con fi deration  of  profit  or  hope  of  reward  ;  or  that  every 
■advantage  would  not  be  taken  which  the  fituation  might  offer. 
Some  of  the  members  of  the  Burgher  Senate  fent  their  old  and 
infirm  flaves  to  work  at  the  public  roads,  and  received  for  them 
the  fame  wages  as  were  paid  to  able-bodied  men ;  others  had 
teams  of  horfes  and  waggons  that  never  wanted  employ.  Thefe 
things  are  trifling  in  themselves,  but  the  public  bufinefs  fuffered 
by  it.    When  the  Englifh  took  the  place,  the  ftreets  were  in  fo 
ruinous  a  condition  as  fcarcely  to  be  paflable  with  fafety.  A  final  1 
additional  aflellment  was  laid  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  five  years  they  had  nearly  completed  a  thorough  re- 
pair of  the  ftreets  to  the  great  improvement  of  the  town.  If 
they  mould  be  induced  to  light  the  ftreets  with  lamp6,  it  would 
net  only  add  greatly  to  the  embellifhment  of  the  town,  but  pre- 
vent a  number  of  accidents  that  happen  in  the  night  time  among 
the  flaves.    It  would  alfo  tend  to  the  encouragement  of  the 
whale  fifhery  there.    But  the  greateft  of  all  improvements,  and 
one  eafily  to  be  accomplished,  would  be  to  conduct  the  water 
into  the  houfes.    The  head  of  the  fpring,  where  it  flows  into 
the  pipes  which  conduct  it  to  the  prefent  fountains,  is  higher 
than  the  roof  of  the  higheft  houfe  in  the  town  j  yet,  by  a  ftrange 
piece  of  ignorance   or  perverfenefs,   they  have  carried  it 
down  to  the  loweft  point  on  the  plain  leading  to  the  caftle, 
fo  that  thofe  who  live  at  the  upper  end  of  the  town  have  half 
Sl  mile  to  fetch  water,  which  is  done  by  two  flaves,  who  con- 
fume  many  hours  in  the  day  in  this  employ,  and  are  a  great  an- 
noyance at  the  public  fountain,  where  they  are  quarrelling  and 
fighting  from  morning  till  night. 
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The  pleafures  of  the  inhabitants  are  chiefly  of  the  fenfual 
kind,  and  thofe  of  eating,  drinking,  and  fmoking  predominate ; 
principally  the  two  latter,  which,  without  much  intermiflion, 
occupy  the  whole  day.  They  have  no  relifh  for  public  amufe- 
ments.  They  have  no  exercife  but  that  of  dancing.  A  new 
theatre  was  ere&ed,  but  plays  were  coniidered  to  be  the  mod 
ftupid  of  all  entertainments,  whether  the  performance  was  Eng- 
lish, French,  or  German.  To  liften  three  hours  to  a  converfa- 
tion  was  of  all  punifhments  the  molt  dreadful.  I  remember, 
on  one  occafion  only,  to  have  obferved  the  audience  highly  en- 
tertained ;  this  was  at  an  old  German  foldier  fmoking  his  pipe ; 
and  the  encouragement  he  met  with  in  this  part  of  his  character 
was  fo  great,  and  his  exertions  proportioned  to  it,  that  the  whole 
houfe  was  prefently  in  a  cloud  of  tobacco  fmoke. 

There  is  neither  a  bookfeller's  mop  in  the  whole  town,  nor  a 
book  fociety.  A  club  called  the  Concordia  has  lately  afpired  to  a 
collection  of  books,  but  the  purfuits  of  the  principal  part  of  the 
members  are  drinking,  fmoking,  and  gaming.  Under  the  di- 
rection of  the  church  is  a  library,  which  was  left  by  an  indi- 
vidual for  the  ufe  of  the  public,  but  the  public  feldom  trouble, 
it.  In  this  collection  are  fome  excellent  books,  particularly  rare 
and  valuable  editions  of  the  claffics,  books  of  travels  and  general, 
hiftory,  acts  of  learned  focieties,  dictionaries,  and  church  hif-» 
tory.  Books  are  rarely  found  in  Cape  Town  to  conftitute 
any  part  of  the  furniture  of  a  houfe.  So  little  value  do  they  fet 
on  education,  that  neither  Government  nor  the  church,  nor 
their  combined  efforts,  by  perfuafion  or  extortion,  could  raife  a 
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fum  fufficient  to  eftabliflh  a  proper  public  ichool  in  the  colony ; 
and  few  of  the  natives  are  in  circumftances  to  enable  them  to 
fend  their  children  for  education  to  Europe.  But  thofe  few 
who  have  had  this  advantage  generally,  on  their  return,  relapfe 
into  the  common  habits  of  the  colonifts.  I  repeat,  that  if  the 
meafure  of  general  profperity  was  to  be  eftimated  according  to 
the  eafe  of  procuring  abundance  of  food,  the  people  of  the 
Cape  may  be  confidered  as  the  moft  profperous  on  earth,  for 
there  is  not  a  beggar  in  the  whole  colony,  and  no  example 
of  any  perfon  fuffering  for  want  of  the  common  neceflaries  of 
life. 

i.  The  wine  growers,  or  as  they  are  ufually  called  at  the  Cape 
the  wine  boors,  are  a  clafs  of  people  who,  to  the  bleffings  of 
plenty,  add  a  fort  of  comfort  which  is  unknown  to  the  reft  of 
the  peafantry.  They  have  not  only  the  bed  houfes  and  the 
moft  valuable  eftates,  but,  in  general,  their  domeftic  economy 
is  managed  in  a  more  comfortable  manner  than  is  ufually  found 
among  the  country  farmers.  Moft  of  them  are  defcendants  of 
the  French  families  who  firft  introduced  the  vine.  Their  eftates 
are  moftly  freehold,  in  extent  about  120  Englifti  acres,  and  the 
greater  part  is  employed  in  vineyards  and  garden  grounds.  Their 
corn  they  ufually  purchafe  for  money  or  in  exchange  for  wine. 
Their  fheep  alfo,  for  family  ufe,  they  mud  purchafe,  though 
many  of  them  hold  loan  farms  on  the  other  fide  of  the  moun- 
tains. The  produce  of  their  farms,  however,  is  fufficient  for 
keeping  as  many  milk  cows  as  are  neceflary  for  the  family ; 
and  they  have  abundance  of  poultry.    The  feafon  for  bringing 
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their  wine  to  market  is  from  September  to  the  new  vintage  in 
March,  but  generally  in  the  four  concluding  months  of  the  year, 
after  which  their  draught  oxen  are  fent  away  either  to  their  own 
farms  or  others  in  the  country  till  they  are  again  wanted.  The 
deep  fandy  roads  over  the  Cape  ifthmus  require  fourteen  or 
fixteen  oxen  to  draw  two  leggers  of  wine,  whofe  weight  is  not 
i\  tons. 

The  tax  upon  their  produce  is  confined  to  that  part  of  it 
which  is  brought  to  the  Cape  market,  and  is  at  the  rate  of  three 
rix  dollars  for  every  legger  of  wine,  and  the  fame  fum  for  every 
legger  of  brandy  that  paffes  the  barrier.    All  that  is  confumed 
at  home,  or  fold  in  the  country,  is  free  of  duty.    Neither  are 
they  fubject  to  any  parochial  taxes  or  alTeflments,  except  afmall 
capitation  tax  towards  the  repair  of  the  ftreets  and  avenues 
leading  to  the  town,  and  the  Lion  and  Tyger  money  for  the  exi- 
gences of  the  diftrict.    They  are  equally  exempt,  with  the  peo- 
ple of  the  town,  from  church  and  poor  rates  ;  the  former  being 
liberally  provided  for  by  Government,  and  the  other  defcription 
of  people  not  being  known  in  the  country  diftricts.    The  wine 
farmers  take  their  pleafure  to  Cape  Town,  or  make  frequent 
exurfions  into  the  country,  in  their  tent  waggons  drawn  by  a 
team  of  fix  or  eight  horfes  ;  an  equipage  from  which  the  boor 
derives  a  vaft  confequence  over  his  neighbour,  who  may  only 
poffefs  a  waggon  drawn  by  oxen. 

The  following  rough  fketch,  which  was  given  to  me  by  one 
of  the  moft  refpeclable  wine  boors,  of  his  outgoings  and  returns, 
will  ferve  to  {hew  the  condition  of  this  clafs  of  colonics. 
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Outgoings. 

The  firft  coft  of  hi3 

eftatewas       R.D.  15,000 


15  Slaves  a  300  Rd. 

each            -  4,500 

80  Wine  leggers  a  12  960 
Implements  for  pref- 

fing,  diftilling,  Sec.  500 

3  Team  of  oxen  500 

2  Waggons  -  800 
Horfe- waggon,  and 

team          -  900 

Furniture,  utenfils,&c.  2000 


Amount    25,160  Intereft  6  per  cent.  R.  D.  1509  5- 


3  Sheep  per  week  for  family  ufe,  156  per  year,  a  2§  Rd.  390  o 

Clothing  15  flaves  <z  15  Rd.  each  per  year           -  225  o 

Corn  for  bread  36  muids  a  3  Rd.            -        -  108  o 

Tea,  coffee,  and  fugar           -           -            -  150  o 

Clothing  for  the  family  and  contingencies          -  350  o 

Duty  at  the  barrier  on  120  leggers  of  wine  and  brandy  360  o 

Wear  and  tear  100  Rd.  parochial  affeffments  2Q  120  o 


Amount  of  outgoings  carried  over    3212  5 


Amount 
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R.  D.  3212  5 


Returns, 

100  Leggers  of  wine  brought  to  market  a  30  3000 
20  Ditto  of  brandy  ditto  a  50  -  -  1000 
The  wine  and  brandy  fold  to  the  country 
boors,  with  the  fruit  and  poultry  brought 
to  the  Cape  market,  are  more  than  fufficient 
to  balance  every  other  contingent  and  ex- 
traordinary expence. 

Amount  of  returns       4000  4000 
Balance  in  favour  of  the  farmer  R.  D.  787  3 

or  £.  157  8  3. 


which  fum  may  be  confidered  as  a  net  annual  profit,  after 
every  charge  on  the  farm  and  on  houfekeeping  has  been  de- 
frayed. 

The  payment  of  an  eftate  purchafed  is  made  eafy  to  the  pur- 
chafer.  The  cuftomary  conditions  are  to  pay  by  three  inftal- 
ments,  one-third  ready  money,  one-third  in  one  year,  and  the 
remaining  third  at  the  end  of  the  fecond  year;  and  the  latter 
two-  thirds  bear  no  intereft.  And  even  the  firft  mftalment  he 
can  borrow  of  Government,  through  the  loan  bank,  by  giving 
the  eftate  as  a  mortgage  and  two  fufficient  fecurities.    So  that 
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very  large  eftates  may  be  purchafed  at  the  Cape  with  very  little 
money,  which  is  the  chief  reafon  of  the  multiplicity  of  vendues. 

3.  The  corn-boors  live  chiefly  in  the  Cape  diftrid;  and  thofe 
parts  of  Stellenbofch  and  Drakenftein  that  are  not  diftant  more 
than  two  or  three  days'  journey  from  the  Cape.  Their  farms 
are  fome  freehold  property,  fome  gratuity  land,  but  molt  of 
them  loan  farms.  Many  of  thefe  people  are  in  good  circum- 
ftances,  and  are  confidered  in  rank  next  to  the  wine-boor.  The 
quantity  of  corn  they  bring  to  market  is  from  a  hundred  to  a 
thoufand  muids  each,  according  to  the  quality  of  their  farm, 
but  more  commonly  to  their  {kill  and  induftry.  They  fupply, 
alfo,  the  wine- boor  and  the  grazier.  The  grain  fold  to  thefe 
in  the  country  i6  fubje£t  to  no  tax  nor  tythe ;  but  a  duty 
amounting  not  quite  to  one-tenth  of  the  value  is  paid  at  the 
barrier  for  all  grain  pafTing  towards  Cape  Town,  Their  paro- 
chial afTeffments  are  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  wine-boor. 

The  colonifts  of  the  Cape  are  miferahle  agriculturifts,  and 
may  be  faid  to  owe  their  crops  more  to  the  native  goodnefs  of 
the  foil  and  favourable  climate,  than  to  any  exertions  of  fkill  or 
induftry.  Their  plough  is  an  unwieldy  machine  drawn  by 
fourteen  or  fixteen  oxen,  juft  {kirns  the  furface,  and,  if  the  foil 
happens  to  be  a  little  ftiiF,  is  as  frequently  out  of  the  ground  as 
in  it ;  hence,  in  moll:  of  their  corn  fields,  may  be  obferved  large 
patches  of  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  fquare  yards  without  a  ftem 
of  grain  upon  them.  Such  grounds,  when  fown  and  harrowed, 
are  infinitely  more  rough  than  the  rougheft  lea-ploughing  in 
England.    They  have  not  the  leaft  idea  of  rolling  the  fandy 
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foils,  which  are  fometimes  fo  light  as  to  be  fown  without 
ploughing.  Sometimes,  towards  the  end  of  the  rainy  feafon, 
they  turn  the  ground  and  let  it  lie  fallow  till  the  next  feed-time  j 
but  they  rarely  give  themfelves  the  trouble  of  manuring,  ex- 
cept for  barley. 

For  returns  of  corn  in  general  they  reckon  upon  fifteen  fold  j 
in  choice  places  from  twenty  to  thirty,  and  even  much  greater 
where  they  have  the  command  of  water.  The  grain  is  not 
thrafhed,  but  trodden  out  in  circular  floors  by  cattle.  The  chaff 
and  fliort  ftraw  of  barley  is  preferved  as  fodder  for  their  horfes, 
and  for  fale ;  the  reft  of  the  ftraw  is  fcattered  about  by  the 
winds.  They  do  not  even  give  themfelves  the  trouble  of 
throwing  it  into  the  folds  where  their  cattle  are  pent  up  by 
night,  which  would  be  the  means  of  procuring  them  a  very  con- 
fiderable  fupply  of  manure,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  be  of  fervice 
to  their  cattle  in  cold  winter  nights. 

The  following  rough  ftatement  will  ferve  to  {hew  the  circum- 
ftances  of  an  ordinary  corn-boor  of  the  Cape. 

Outgoings, 

The  price  of  the  opftal  or  buildings 

on  his  loan  farm  -        R.  D*  7000 

50  Oxen  a  15  Rd.  -  750 

50  Cows  a  8  Rd.        -  -  400 

12  Horfes  a  40  -  -  480 


Carried  over  8630 
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Brought  over  R.D.  8630 

6  Slaves  at  300  Rd.  -  1800 

2  Waggons           -  -               8 co 

Furniture              -  -  1000 

Implements  of  hufbandry  -  500 


12,730  Interefl  763  6 

Clothing  for  flaves           -              -            -  90  o 

Ditto  for  the  family           -           -           -  150  o 

Tea  and  fugar              -              -            -  100  o 

Duty  on  corn  brought  to  market  150.  Parifli  taxes  20  170  o 

Contingencies,  wear  and  tear,  &c.               -  ijo  o 
Corn  fold  to  the  wine-boors  and  graziers  more  than  fuf- 
ficient  to  defray  all  other  expences 

Amount  of  outgoings  J423  6* 

Returns. 

300  Muids  of  corn  -a  4  Rd.  R.  D.  1 200 
100  Ditto  of  barley  a  3  Rd.  -  300 
•6  Loads  of  chaff  a  32  Rd.  -  192 
1  coo  lbs.  butter  a  i\  Sk.  -  250 

$  Horfes  fold  annually  a  40  Rd.  200 


Amount  of  returns  2142  o 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  farmer    R.  D.  718  2 

or£>  H3  13 
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4.  The  graziers,  properly  fo  called,  are  thofe  of  Graaf  Rey- 
net  and  other  diftant  parts  of  the  colony.  Thefe  are  a  clafs  of 
men,  of  all  the  reft,  the  leaft  advanced  in  civilization,  Many 
of  them,  towards  the  borders  of  the  fettlement,  are  perfect  No- 
mades,  wander  about  from  place  to  place  without  any  fixed 
habitation,  and  live  in  ftraw-huts  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  Hot- 
tentots. Thofe  who  are  fixed  to  one  or  two  places  are  little 
better  with  regard  to  the  hovels  in  which  they  live.  Thefe. 
have  feldom  more  than  two  apartments,  and  frequently  only  one, 
in  which  the  parents  with  fix  or  eight  children  and  the  houfe 
Hottentots  all  deep ;  their  bedding  confifts  generally  of  {kins. 
Their  hovels  are  varioufly  conftructed,  fometimes  the  walls  be- 
ing mud  or  clay  baked  in  the  fun,  fometimes  fods  and  poles, 
and  frequently  a  fort  of  wattling  plaiftered  over  with  a  mixture 
of  earth  and  cow-dung,  both  within  and  without ;  and  they 
are  rudely  covered  with  a  thatch  of  reeds  that  is  rarely  water- 
proof. 

Their  clothing  is  very  flight ;  the  men  wear  generally  a  broad 
brimmed  hat,  a  blue  fhirt,  and  leather  pantaloons,  no  ftockings, 
but  a  pair  of  dried  (kin  fhoes.  The  women  have  a  thick  quilted 
cap  that  ties  with  two  broad  flaps  under  the  chin,  and  falls  be- 
hind acrofs  the  moulders ;  and  this  is  conftantly  worn  in  the 
hotteft  weather  ;  a  fhort  jacket  and  a  petticoat,  no  ftockings,  and 
frequently  without  fhoes.  The  bed  for  the  mafter  and  miftrefs 
of  the  family  is  an  oblong  frame  of  wood,  fupported  on  four 
feet,  and  reticulated  with  thongs  of  a  bullock's  hide,  fo  as  to 
fupport  a  kind  of  mattrefs  made  of  {kins  fewed  together,  and 
fometimes  fluffed  with  wool.    In  winter  they  ufe  woollen 
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blankets.  Tf  they  have  a  table  it  is  generally  of  the  boor's  own 
making,  but  very  often  the  large  cheft  that  is  fitted  ncrofs  the 
end  of  their  ox-waggon  ferves  for  this  purpofe.  The  bottoms 
of  their  chairs  or  ftools  are  net-work  of  leather  thongs.  A 
large  iron  pot  ferves  both  to  boil  and  to  broil  their  meat.  They 
ufe  no  linen  for  the  table  ;  no  knives,  forks,  nor  fpoons.  The 
boor  carries  in  the  pocket  of  his  leather  breeches  a  large  knife, 
with  which  he  carves  for  the  reft  of  the  family,  and  which  ftands 
him  in  as  many  and  various  fervices  as  the  little  dagger  of  Hu- 
dibras. 

Their  huts  and  their  perfons  are  equally  dirty,  and  their 
whole  appearance  betrays  an  indolence  of  body,  and  a  low 
groveling  mind.  Their  moft  urgent  wants  are  fatisfied  in  the 
eafieft  poflible  manner ;  and  for  this  end  they  employ  means 
nearly  as  grofs  as  the  original  natives,  whom  they  afFect  fo  much 
to  defpife.  If  neceffity  did  not  fometimes  fet  the  invention  to 
work,  the  Cape  boor  would  feel  no  fpur  to  aflifl  himfelf  in  any 
thing  ;  if  the  furface  of  the  country  was  not  covered  with  fharp 
pebbles,  he  would  not  even  make  for  himfelf  his  fkin-fhoes. 
The  women,  as  invariably  happens  in  focieties  that  are  little 
advanced  in  civilization,  are  much  greater  drudges  than  the 
men,  yet  are  far  from  being  induftrious ;  they  make  foap  and 
candles,  the  former  to  fend  to  Cape  Town  in  exchange  for  tea 
and  fugar,  and  the  latter  for  home-confumption.  But  all  the 
little  trifling  things,  that  a  ftate  of  refinement  fo  fenfibly  feels 
the  want  of,  are  readily  difpenfed  with  by  the  Cape  boor. 
Thongs  cut  from  fkins  ferve,  on  ail  occafions,  as  a  fuccedaneum 
for  rope ;  and  the  tendons  of  wild  animals  divided  into  fibres 
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are  a  fubftitute  for  thread.  When  I  wanted  ink,  equal  quan- 
tities of  brown  fugar  and  foot,  moiftened  with  a  little  water, 
were  brought  to  me,  and  foot  was  fubftituted  for  a  wafer. 

To  add  to  the  uncleanlinefs  of  their  huts,  the  folds  or  kraals 
in  which  their  cattle  remain  at  nights  are  immediately  fronting 
the  door,  and,  except  in  the  Sneuwberg,  where  the  total  want 
of  wood  obliges  them  to  burn  dung  cut  out  like  peat,  thefe 
kraals  are  never  on  any  occafion  cleaned  out ;  fo  that  in  old 
eftablifhed  places  they  form  mounds  from  ten  to  twenty  feet 
high.  The  lambing  feafon  commences  before  the  rains  finifti ; 
and  it  fometimes  happens  that  half  a  dozen  or  more  of  thefe 
little  creatures,  that  have  been  lambed  over  night,  are  found 
fmothered  in  the  wet  dung.  The  fame  thing  happens  to  the 
young  calves ;  yet,  fo  indolent  and  helplefs  is  the  boor,  that 
rather  than  yoke  his  team  to  his  waggon  and  go  to  a  little  dif- 
tance  for  wood  to  build  a  fried,  he  fees  his  flock  deftroyed  from 
day  to  day  and  from  year  to  year,  without  applying  the  remedy 
which  common  fenfe  fo  clearly  points  out,  and  which  re- 
quires neither  much  expence  nor  great  exertions  to  accom- 
plifh. 

If  the  Arcadian  fhepherds,  who  were  certainly  not  lb  rich, 
were  as  uncomfortable  in  their  cottages  as  the  Cape  boors,  their 
poets  rauft  have  been  woefully  led  aftray  by  the  mufe.  But 
Pegafus  was  always  fond  of  playing  his  gambols  in  the  flowery 
regions  of  fancy.  Without  a  fiction,  the  people  of  the  Cape 
confuler  Graaf  Reynet  as  the  Arcadia  of  the  colony. 
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Few  of  the  diftant  boors  have  more  than  one  flave,  and  many 
none ;  but  the  number  of  Hottentots  amounts,  on  an  average 
in  Graaf  Reynet,  to  thirteen  to  each  family.  The  inhumanity 
with  which  they  treat  this  nation  I  have  already  had  occafion 
to  notice*.    The  boor  has  few  good  traits  in  his  character,  but 

this 

*  In  the  fecond  chapter  of  this  work  I  have  given  an  account  of  fifteen  innocent 
Hottentots  that  were  inhumanly  butchered  by  the  boors.  A  pamphlet  hasjuft 
been  put  into  my  hands  which  was  publifhed  in  the  Cape  by  Baron  de  P.,  private 
Secretary  to  the  Governor,  and  in  which  the  fame  fact  is  noticed  in  the  following 
words  : — "  Le  Capitame  des  Hottentots,  nomme  Kouw'tnnoub  revetu  des  marques 
"  diftinftives  de  fon  grade  militaire,  par  un  baton  orne  d'une  pomme  d'airain  cu 
**  les  armes  du  Gouvernement  etoient  graves  deffus,  muni  de  plus  d'un  pafport 
u  figne  par  un  des  membres  du  Gouvernement,  cherchoit  avec  quinze  Hottentots 
**  des  feuilles  de  tabac  dans  les  plaines  de  Sneuwberg ;  les  payfans  fe  rappelloient 
**  peutetre  que  trois  annees  palfees,  ces  fideles  foldats  avoient  fervis  le  Gouverne- 
*  ment,  pour  les  contraindre  a  l'obe'iflance,  et  que  le  moment  etoit  favourable 
"  pour  fe  venger  de  fes  malheureux.  Conduits  par  un  Vela '  cornet,  nomme  Burgers, 
«*  ils  fe  faifirent  de  la  troupe  qui  ne  fufpecloit  aucun  mal,  et  non  cbftant  toutes  les 
preuves  qui  parloient  pour  eux  on  convint  qu'ils  etoient  criminels,  et  qu'ils 
falloit  les  traiter  en  confequence  ;  anfi  la  Cour  de  Juji'tce  ruJJlqus  refolut  de  les 
u  attacher  a  un  arbre,  et  les  forcer  par  la  torture  a  une  confeffion  de  crimes,  qu'ils 
"  n'avoient  eu  aucune  intention  de  commettre ;  les  coups  redoubles  et  les  fouf- 
u  frances  inhumaines  auquels  ils  oppofoient  les  promefTes  s'ils  vouloient  avouer  ce 
*'  qu'on  leur  demandoit,  fit  qu'on  leur  arracha  la  declaration  malheureufe,  qu'ils 
*'  etoient  venus  dans  l'intention  de  piller  les  campagnes  avoifmes  des  colons  ;  la  cour 
**  n'eut  de  plus  grand  empreffement  que  de  coucher  par  ecrit  un  aveu  que  la 
"  torture,  et  l'efpoir  de  regagner  la  liberte  avoit  arrache  a  ces  vidimes  innocentes ; 
*'  ils  ajouterent  leurs  fignatures  a  cette  declaration  pour  attefter  la  verite  du  fait, 
**  la  cour  paiii  a.  la  conclufion,  et  les  membres  voterent  generalement  pour  la 
*'  mort;.  l'execution  de  la  fentence  fuivit  le  moment  apres,  et  les  Hottentots 

u  furent  fufilles.  Une  demi  annee  s'ecoule  depuis  cet  evenemcnt,  et  la 

*'  juftice  ne  s'en  eft  point  melee  jufqu'ici  je  n'oferois  en  dire  les  raifons." 

"  A  Hot- 
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this  is  the  worft.  Not  fatisfied  with  defrauding  them  of  the 
little  earnings  of  their  induftiy,  and  inflicting  the  raoft  cruel 

and 

 \  1  

"  A  Hottentot  captain,  of  the  name  of  Kowwintwub ,  bearing  the  diftinguifliing 
**  mark  of  his  rank  (a  (lick,  on  the  brafs  head  of  which  were  engraven  the  arms 
"  of  his  Majcfty),  and  furnifhed,  moreover,  with  a  paiTport  figned  by  one  of  the 
"  members  of  Government,  went,  accompanied  by  fifteen  Hottentotr,  to  procure  a 
**  few  leaves  of  tob.icco  in  the  plains  of  Sneuwberg.  The  boors,  recollecting, 
f<  perhaps,  that  three  years,  ago  thefe  faithful  foldiers  had  ferved  the  Government 
**  by  keeping  them  in  order,  thought  it  a  favourable  opportunity  to  revenge  them- 
"  felves  on  thefe  unhappy  creatures.  Led  on  by  a  Veld  comet,  of  the  name  of 
"  Burgers,  they  feized  the  whole  company,  who  fufpecled  no  ill ;  and,  notwith- 
"  Handing  all  the  proofs  in  their  favour,  it  was  agreed  that  they  were  criminals, 
M  and  that  they  muft  be  treated  accordingly.  The  Boorjfh  Court  of  Jujllce  refolved, 
"  therefore,  to  bind  them  to  a  tree,  and  to  draw  from  them  by  torture  a  con- 
"  felfion  of  crimes,  of  which  a  thought  had  never  entered  into  their  heads  ;  to 
"  reiterated  blows  and  inhuman  tortures  they  held  out  promifes  of  forgivenefs, 
"  if  they  would  confefs  all  that  was  required  of  them ;  and  by  thefe  means  they 
'•  forced  from  them  the  unfortunate  declaration  that  they  came  with  an  intention. 

to  plunder  the  neighbourhood.  The  only  concern  of  the  Court  was  to  write  down 
"  a  confedion,  which  the  application  of  the  torture  and  the  hope  of  being  fet  at 
u  liberty  had  wrung  from  thefe  innocent  vicYims.  The  boors  put  their  names  to 
M  this  declaration,  as  an  atteftation  of  the  truth,  and  made  an  end  of  the  bufinefs 
"  by  voting  for  their  death.     The  fentence  was  inftantly  put  in  execution,. 

"  and  the  poor  Hottentots  were  {hot.  A  whole  half  year  has  paffed  away 

M  fince  this  event,  and  juftice  hitherto  has  not  interfered,  I  fhould  not  dare  to  fay 
*'  wherefore." 

I  fhall  extract  another  inftance  of  the  favage  brutality  of  an  African  boor, 
recorded  in  this  pamphlet,  which,  if  poffible,  exceeds  all  that  have  yet  been  given. 
"  Des  que  les  Anglois  avoient  quittes  le  fort  un  coloa  nominee  Ferreira,  de 
'*  famille  Portugaife  s'en  rendit  le  m-utre,.  et  en  prit  polfeflion  pour  lcrs,  ce  qui 
*'  dura  jufqu'au  l'arrlvee  du  detachement  que  le  Gouvernement  y  a  envoye  ibus 
"  !es  ordres  du  Major  Voa  Gilten,  et  qui  y  commande  en  ce  moment.  Les 

"  Caffres, 
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and  brutal  punifhments  for  every  trifling  fault,  they  have  a  con- 
itant  practice  of  retaining  the  wife  and  children  a-nd  turning 


"  C;iffres  croiant  que  la  derniere  paix  avoit  finie  tout  dcmcle  entre  eux  envoycrent 
"  line  bete  a  tuer  au  noveau  commandant  du  fort,  comme  une  marque  d'amilie 
**  et  de  reconciliation  ;  le  Caffre  le  fit  conduire  par  1111  Hottentot  et  Ferreira  par 
**  reconuoilTance  fe  faint  du  Caffre,  le  brula  tout  vif,  attacha  le  pauvre  Hottentot 
n  a  un  arbre,  lui  coupa  un  morceau  de  la  chair  de  fa  cuijfe,  h  Jul  Jit  manger  tout  crue,  et 
u  le  relacha  ■enfuite." 

w  As  foon  as  the  Englifh  bad  abandoned  the  fort  (at  Algoa  Bay)  a  boor  named 
"  Ferreira,  of  a  Portuguese  family,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it,  and  kept  poiFefTioii 
"  till  the  arrival  of  a  detachment  of  troops  which  Government  fent  thither,  under 
"  the  command  of  Major  Von  Gilten,  who  is  ftill  there.  The  Kaffers,  fully 
"  perfuaded  that  the  late  peace  had  put  an  end  to  all  difturbances  between  them, 
"  fent  to  the  new  commander  of  the  fort  a  bullock  to  be  {lain,  as  the  teft  of  rc- 
"  conciliation  and  friendfhip.  The  KafFer  fent  on  the  occafion  put  himfelf  under 
"  the  guide  of  a  Hottentot ;  and  Ferreira,  by  way  of  returning  the  kind  iuten- 
"  tion,  laid  hold  of  the  KafFer  and  broiled  him  alive  ;  bound  the  poor  Hottentot  to 
**  a  tree,  cut  a  piece  of  jlejh  out  of  his  thigh,  made  him  eat  it  raw,  and  then  rcleafed 
"  him!" 

If  any  one  fhould  be  difpofed  to  think  that  I  have  exaggerated  the  cruellies  com- 
mitted by  thefe  inhuman  brutes,  I  only  requeft  of  them  to  read  the  pamphlet 
written  by  the  private  Secretary  to  the  prefent  Governor  Janfens, 

Nothing -can  be  more  deplorable  than  the  ftate  of  the  colony,  as  defcribed  in 
this  pamphlet,  which  was  written  juft  before  they  had  heard  of  the  war;  and  no- 
thing can  exceed  the  difappointment  of  the  Dutch  in  their  expectations  with  regard 
to  the  Cape.  The  Hottentot  corps  was  difbanded  ;  moft  of  them  fled  into  the  in- 
terior to  join  their  opprefFed  countrymen;  the  Kaffers  were  in  arms  againft  the 
boors  ;  the  garrifon  in  a  ftate  of  complete  infubordination  ;  the  people  detefting  the 
Government  and  the  Government  afraid  of  the  troops  ;  its  credit  deftroyed,  money 
difappeared,  commerce  ruined,  bankruptcies  without  end,  and  they  wanted  only  a 
war  to  complete  their  mifery.  Under  fuch  circumftances,  how  cheaply  might 
England  regain  poffeflion  of  this  important  fettlement! 

adrift 
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adrift  the  hufband  ;  thus  diflblving  the  tender  ties  of  focial  in- 
tercourfe,  and  cutting  off  even  the  natural  refources  of  wretch- 
ed nefs  and  forrow.  It  is  in  vain  for  the  Hottentot  to  complain. 
To  whom,  indeed,  mould  he  complain  ?  The  Landroft  is  a  mere 
cypher,  and  muft  either  enter  into  all  the  views  of  the  boors, 
or  lead  a  mod  uncomfortable  life.  The  laft,  who  was  a  very 
honeft  man,  and  anxious  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  his  office,  was 
turned  out  of  his  diftrict,  and  afterwards  threatened  to  be  put 
to  death  by  thefe  unprincipled  people,  becaufe  he  would  not 
give  them  his  permiffion  to  make  war  upon  the  Kaffers ;  and 
becaufe  he  heard  the  complaints  of  the  injured  Hottentots.  The 
boor,  indeed,  is  above  all  law.  At  the  diftance  of  five  or  fix. 
hundred  miles  from  the  feat  of  Government  he  knows  he  is 
not  to  be  compelled  to  do  what  is  right,  nor  prohibited  from 
putting  in  practice  what  is  wrong.  To  be  debarred  from  vifit- 
ing  the  Cape  is  no  punifhment  to  him.  His  wants,  as  we  have 
feen,  are  very  few,  nor  is  he  nice  in  his  choice  of  fubftitutes 
for  thofe  which  he  cannot  conveniently  obtain.  Perhaps  the 
only  indifpenfable  articles  are  gunpowder  and  lead.  Without 
thefe  a  boor  would  not  live  one  moment  alone,  and  with  thefe 
he  knows  himfelf  more  than  a  match  for  the  native  Hottentots 
and  for  beafts  of  prey. 

The  produce  of  the  grazier  is  fubject  to  no  colonial  tax 
whatfoever.  The  butcher  fends  his  fervants  round  the  country 
to  collect  fheep  and  cattle,  and  gives  the  boors  notes  upon  his 
matter,  which  are  paid  on  their  coming  to  the  Cape.  They 
are  fubject  only  to  a  fmall  parochial  afleffment,  proportioned  to 

their 
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their  flock.  For  every  hundred  fheep  he  pays  a  florin,  or  fix  teen- 
pence,  and  for  every  ox  or  cow  one  penny.  With  the  utmoft  dif- 
ficulty Government  has  been  able  to  collect  about  two-thirds  an- 
nually of  the  rent  of  their  loan-farms,  which  is  only  24  rix  dollars 
a  year.  .Under  the  idea  that  they  had  been  dreadfully  opprefTed 
by  the  Dutch  Government,  and  that  their  poverty  was  the  fole 
caufe  of  their  running  in  arrears  with  their  rent,  the  Britifh 
Government  forgave  the  diftrict  of  Graaf  Reynet  the  fum  of 
200,006  rix  dollars,  the  amount  to  which  their  arrears  had  ac- 
cumulated. By  defcending  a  little  clofer  to  particulars  we  fhall 
be  able  to  form  a  better  judgment  of  the  condition  of  thefe  peo- 
ple, and  how  far  their  poverty  entitled  them  to  the  above  men- 
tioned indulgence. 

The  diftrict  of  Graaf  Reynet,  as  we  have  already  obferved, 
contains  about  700  families.  Among  thefe  are  diftributed,  ac- 
cording to  the  Qpgaaff  (and  they  would  not  give  in  more  than 
they  had,  being  liable  to  an  afleflment  according  to  the  num- 
ber) 118,306  head  of  cattle,  and  780,274  fheep,  which,  to 
each  family,  will  be  about  170  heads  of  cattle  and  H15 
lheep. 

Out  of  this  flock  each  boor  can  yearly  difpofe  of  from  75  to 
20  head  of  cattle,  and  from  200  to  250  fheep,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  keep  up  an  increafing  ftock.  The  butcher  purchafes  them 
on  the  fpot  at  the  rate  of  10  to  20  rix  dollars  a  head  for  the 
cattle,  and  from  2  to  2 1  for  the  fheep. 
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Suppofe  then  each  farmer  to  fell  annually, 

J  5  Head  of  cattle  a  12  Rd.  -  R.  D.  180 
220  Sheep  a  2  Rd.  -  -  440 

A  waggon  load  of  butter  and  foap  1200 

pounds  a  is.  -  -  300 


Amount  of  his  income  R.D-920  e> 


Outgoings. 

2  Waggons  800  Rd.  Intereft       -      R.  D.  48 

Clothing  for  8  perfons  a  15  Rd.        -  120 

Tea,  fugar,  tobacco,  brandy           -  150 

Powder  and  mot            -              -  20 

Rent  to  Government  and  (tamp         -  25 

Parochial  aflefTments           -            -  8 

Contingencies,  cattle  to  Hottentots,  &c  80 

Amount  of  Outgoings  R.  D.  451  o 


Yearly  Savings  R.D.  469  o 

or  £.  93  16  o 


In  what  part  of  the  world  can  even  a  refpe£table  peafant  do 
this?  much  lefs  the  commoneft  of  all  mankind,  for  fuch  are  the 
generality  of  the  Cape  boors.    After  quitting  the  ranks,  or  run- 
vol.  11.  3  g  ning 
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ning  away  from  his  fhip,  he  gets  into  a  boor's  family  and 
marries.  He  begins  the  world  with  nothing,  the  ufual  practice 
being  that  of  the  wife's  friends  giving  him  a  certain  number  of 
cattle  and  fheep  to  manage,  half  the  yearly  produce  of  which 
he  is  to  reftore  to  the  owner,  as  intereft  for  the  capital  placed 
in  his  hands.  He  has  molt  of  the  necefTaries  of  life,  except 
clothing,  within  himfelf ;  his  work  is  done  by  Hottentots, 
which  coft  him  nothing  but  meat,  tobacco,  and  fkins  for  their 
clothing.  His  houfe  and  his  furniture,  fuch  as  they  are,  he 
makes  himfelf ;  and  he  has  no  occafion  for  implements  of  hus- 
bandry. The  firft  luxury  he  purchafes  is  a  waggon,  which, 
indeed,  the  wandering  life  he  ufually  leads  at  fetting  out  in  the 
world,  makes  as  neceflaryas  a  hut;  and  frequently  fervesall  the 
purpofes  of  one.  A  mufquet  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  powder  and 
lead  will  procure  him  as  much  game  as  his  whole  family  can 
confume.  The  fpring  boks  are  fo  plentiful  on  the  borders  of  the 
colony,  and  fo  eafily  got  at,  that  a  farmer  fends  out  his  Hot- 
tentot to  kill  a  couple  of  thefe  deer  with  as  much  certainty  as  if 
he  fent  him  among  his  flock  of  fheep.  In  a  word,  an  African 
peafant  of  the  loweft  condition  never  knows  want;  and  if  he 
does  not  rife  into  affluence,  the  fault  muft  be  entirely  his  own, 


Revenues  of  Government. 

From  what  has  already  been  ftated,  in  the  laft  fection,  it  will 
appear,  that  the  public  burthens  are  not  of  that  nature  as  to  fur- 
nim  any  fubject  of  complaint.  In  fact,  the  proportion  of  pro- 
duce paid  by  the  colonifts  for  their  protection  is  lefs  than  in 

moft 
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mod  other  countries.  They  pay  no  land-tax,  no  window-tax, 
no  excife,  no  tax  on  any  of  the  luxuries  of  life  ;  no  poor-rates, 
nor  any  afleflment  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy.  Ex- 
cept the  tenth  on  grain  and  wine,  brought  into  Cape  Town,  and 
a  fmall  Cuftom-houfe  duty  on  foreign  articles  imported,  the 
duties  to  which  they  are  liable  are,  in  a  great  meafure,  optional, 
being  levied  on  their  extreme  paffion  for  buying,  felling,  and 
transferring  property.  The  ftamp  duty,  the  public  vendue  duty, 
the  transfer  duty  on  fale  of  immovable  eftates,  and  the  duty 
ariiing  from  the  fales  of  buildings  on  loan-lands,  are  branches 
of  the  revenue  moftly  of  this  deicription. 

The  revenues  of  the  colony  are  derived  from  the  following 
fources,  comprized  under  13  heads: 


Land  revenue, 
confifting  in 


Rents  of  Loan  farms. 

  Gratuity  lands. 

<j   Quit  rents. 

  Places  taken  by  the  month, 


L   Salt  pans. 

2.  Duties  on  grain,  wine,  and  fpirits,  levied  at  the  barrier. 

3.  Transfer  duty  on  fale  of  immovable  eftates. 

4.  Duty  arifing  from  the  fale  of  buildings  on  loan  farms. 

5.  Public  vendue  duty. 

6.  Fees  received  in  the  Secretary's  office. 

7.  Cuftoms. 

8.  Port  fees. 

9.  Poftage  of  letters. 

10.  Seizures,  fines,  and  penalties. 

3  c  2  n,  Li* 
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1 1.  Licences  to  retail  wine,  beer,  and  fpirituous  liquor*. 

12.  Intereft  of  the  capital  lent  out  through  the  loan  bank, 

13.  Duty  arifing  from  ftamped  paper. 

1.  The  revenue  arifing  from  the  foil  has  been  fufficiently  ex- 
plained in  defcribing  the  tenures  of  land  ;  but,  in  addition  to 
the  articles  therein  explained,  may  be  mentioned  the  rents  of 
fome  fait  water  lakes  in  the  Cape  difhidt  let  out  to  the  higheft 
bidder  for  the  purpofe  of  collecting  the  fait  formed  in  them 
during  the  fummer  feafon  ;  as  alfo  fome  trifling  rents  of  places 
for  grazing  cattle  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  taken  by  the 
month. 

2.  The  duties  levied  on  grain,  wine,  and  brandy  at  the  barrier 
are  as  follows : 

RJ.  Jh.  Jl.        s.  J. 
For  10  muids  of  wheat  2    6    4  or  1 1  4 

—  10  muids  of  barley  124  54 

—  10  muids  of  peas  400  160 

—  10  muids  of  beans  500       20  o 

On  wine  and  brandy  the  duty  is  exactly  the  fame,  being 
3  rix  dollars  for  every  legger,  let  the  price  or  quality  be  what 
they  may.  This  duty  amounts  to  about  5  percent,  on  common 
wine,  and  not  to  1  per  cent,  on  Conftantia. 

3.  The  transfer  duty  on  the  fale  of  immovable  eftates  is  4  per 
cent,  on  the  purchafe  money,  which  muft  be  paid  to  the  receiver 
of  the  land  revenues  before  a  legal  deed  of  conveyance  can  be 

paffed, 
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paflfed,  or,  at  leaft,  before  a  fufficient  title  can  be  given  to  the 
eftate. 

4.  The  duty  arifing  from  the  fale  of  buildings,  plantations, 
and  other  conveniences  on  loan-lands,  is  2|  per  cent,  on  the 
purchafe  money,  and  muft  be  paid  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
laft,  on  the  property  being  transferred  from  the  feller  to  the 
purchafer. 

5.  The  duty  on  public  vendues  is  5  per  cent,  on  moveable, 
and  2  per  cent,  on  immoveable  property ;  of  the  former,  Go- 
vernment receives  3!  per  cent,  and  if  per  cent,  of  the  latter. 
This  is  a  very  important  branch  of  revenue. 

6.  Fees  received  in  the  Secretary's  office  are  fuch  as  are  paid 
on  regiftcring  the  transfer  of  property,  and  were  formerly  part 
of  the  emoluments  of  the  colonial  Secretary  and  affiftants.. 
They  are  very  trifling. 

7.  The  import  and  export  duties  at  the  Cape  were  formerly 
a  perquifite  of  the  Fifcal.  At  the  furrender  of  the  colony  it 
was  found  expedient  to  make  fome  new  regulations  with  re- 
gard to  this  branch  of  revenue.  All  goods  fhipped  in  the  Bri- 
trifh  dominions,  to  the  wcltward  of  the  Cape,  were  allowed 
to  be  import  d  duty  fr<  e; ;  but  others,  riot  lb  fhipped,  were  liable 
to  a  duty  of  5  per  cent,  if  broi-ght  in  biitifh  bottoms,  and  10 
per  cent,  in  foreign  bottoms.  And  no  goods  nor  merchandize 
of  the  growth,  ptoriuce,  or  majuraciure  of  countries  to  the 
eaftward  cf  the  Cape  were  allowed  to  be  imported  into,  or  ex- 
ported 


i'4 


TRAVELS  IN 


ported  from,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  except  as  fea-ftores, 
but  by  the  Eaft  India  Company,  or  by  their  licence. 

The  export  duties  vary  according  to  the  nature  of  the  arti- 
cles, but,  on  a  general  average,  they  amount  to  about  5  per 
cent,  on  commodities,  the  growth  and  produce  of  the  Cape. 

8.  The  port  fees,  or  wharfage  and  harbour  money,  were 
formerly  levied  at  a  fixed  fum  on  all  mips  dropping  anchor  at 
the  Cape,  whether  they  were  large  or  fmaH,  but  were  after- 
wards altered  to  fixpence  per  ton  upon  their  reglftered  tonnage. 

9.  The  poftage  of  letters  was  a  fmall  charge  made  on  the 
delivery  of  letters  at  the  poft  office,  more  with  a  view  to  prevent 
improper  correfpondence  during  the  war,  than  to  raife  a  re- 
venue, which,  indeed,  amounted  to  a  mere  trifle. 

10.  Seizures,  fines,  and  penalties.  The  law  refpecting  fmug- 
gling  is  very  rigid  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Not  only  the 
actual  fl.ipping  or  landing  of  contraband  goods  is  punifhable, 
but  the  attempt  to  do  it,  if  proved,  is  equally  liable  ;  and  the 
penalty  is  confifcation  of  the  goods,  when  found,  together 
with  a  mulct  amounting  to  three  times  their  value ;  or,  if  not 
found,  on  fufficient  evidence  being  produced,  the  delinquent  is 
liable  to  forfeit  four  times  their  value.  The  cafe  I  alluded  to  in 
the  fecond  chapter,  where  the  Court  of  Juftice  was  feverely 
cenfured,  was  an  attempt  to  fmuggle  money  out  of  the  colony  ; 
and  the  penalty  was  levied  upon  the  fum  that  it  appeared,  on 
evidence,  the  captain  of  the  fhip  had,  at  one  time,  brought 

clan- 


SOUTHERN  AFRICA.  415 

elandeftinely  on  board  for  that  purpofe  ;  as  it  was  prefumed 
that  the  intention  was  to  convey  it  out  of,  though  he  afterwards 
difpofed  of  it  in,  the  colony.  The  fentence  of  the. court  was 
reverfed  in  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  the  money  ordered  to  be 
reftored  ;  but  the  captain,  not  fatisfied  with  the  decifion  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  without  recovering,  at  the  fame  time,  large- 
damages,  intends  to  bring  his  action  before  a  Britifh  Court  in 
England. 

Of  all  feizures  and  conhTcations,  and  penalties  for  mifdemea- 
nors,  the  Fifcal  receives  one-third  of  the  amount,  the  informer 
or  profecutor  one-third,  and  the  other  third,  which  was  for- 
merly the  mare  of  the  Governor,  was  directed  by  Lord  Ma- 
Gartney  to  be  always  paid  into  the  Government  Treafury  in  aid 
of  the  revenue. 

11.  The  licences  granted  for  the  retailing  of  wine,  beer,  and 
fpirituous  liquors,  are  farmed  out  in  lots  to  the  higheft  bidders ; 
and  thev  produce  a  very  confiderable  mm  to  Government,  pro- 
portioned, however,  to  the  ftrength  of  the  garrifon,  the  foldiers 
being  their  beft  cuftomers.  Sir  James  Craig,  wiftiing  to  difcour- 
age,  as  much  as  poflible,  all  monopolies,  propoied  to  divide  the 
retailing  of  wine  among  32  perfons,  but  fifteen  only  were  found 
to  take  them  out ;  and  thefe  the  following  year  refufing  to  re- 
new, it  became  neceffary  to  recur  to  the  old  method,  to  prevent 
the  revenue  from  fuffering,  as  well  as  the  diforders  that  might 
be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  an  unreftrained  liberty  of  fale.  It 
was,  however,  found  difficult  to  get  any  one  after  this  to  under- 
take the  farm  on  the  raoft  moderate  terms.    Such  is  often  the 
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effect  of  making  fudden  and  violent  changes,  even  where  abufes 
are  meant  to  be  reformed,  and  a  certain  benefit  procured  for 
thofe  who  have  long  been  fuffering  under  thera.  Gradual  altera- 
tions are  ufuaHy  the  moft  acceptable,  and,  in  the  end,  moft  ef- 
fectual. 

12.  Intereft  of  the  capital  lent  out  through  the  loan  or  Lom- 
bard bank  arifes  from  a  fum  of  paper  money  ifiued  by  the  Dutch 
Government  as  a  loan  to  individual?,  on  mortgage  of  their 
lands  and  houfes,  with  the  additional  fecurity  of  two  fufFicient 
bondfmcn.    The  fum  thus  lent  out  is  about  660,000  rix  dollars. 
The  intereft  is  5  per  cent.,  which  is  one  per  cent,  lefs  than  the 
legal  intereft  of  the  colony.    Government  receives  a  clear  profit 
of  4  per  cent.,  and  the  bank  one  per  cent,  for  its  trouble.  The 
rule  is  never  to  lend  a  greater  fum  than  half  the  value  upon 
eftates  in  town,  nor  more  than  two-thirds  on  eftates  in  the 
country.    The  term  for  which  the  loan  was  made  was  not  to 
exceed  two  years,  and  it  refted  with  the  directors  to  prolong  the 
loan,  or  to  call  it  in,  at  the  expiration  of  that  time. 

The  eftablimment  of  this  bank,  by  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany,  was  one  of  the  many  fymptoms,  that  of  late  years  had 
appeared,  of  the  declining  condition  of  their  commercial  credit, 
and  of  their  political  influence  in  their  Indian  poflefTions.  Driven 
to  the  neceflity  of  raifing  revenues,  by  direct  or  indirect  means, 
to  defray  the  contingent  expences  of  the  year  and  to  keep  to- 
gether their  numerous  eftablilhments,  and  of  maintaining  their 
exiftence  by  temporary  expedients,  their  finances  were  reduced 
at  length  to  fuch  a  ftate,  that  their  capital  was  employed  to  pay 
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the  intereft  of  their  debt.  In  order,  therefore,  to  reform  fome 
abufes,  and  for  the  better  regulation  of  their  affairs  in  India, 
certain  commiffioners  were  appointed  in  1792,  under  the  name 
of  Commiffaries  General,  to  proceed  from  Holland,  without  de- 
lay, upon  this  important  office. 

Finding,  on  their  arrival  at  the  Gape,  that  the  refources  of 
Government  were  nearly  exhaufted,  the  colony  in  moft  de- 
plorable circumftances,  and  a  general  complaint  among  the  in- 
habitants of  the  want  of  a  circulating  medium,  they  conceived 
it  too  favourable  an  occafion  to  let  flip  of  converting  the  public 
diftrefs  into  a  temporary  profit  for  the  ftate ;  increafing,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  revenue  of  the  latter,  while  they  conferred  a 
feeming  favour  on  the  former.  They  iffued,  through  the  Lom- 
bard bank,  a  loan  of  fuch  fums  of  ftamped  paper  money  as 
might  be  required  to  fatisfy  the  wants  of  thofe  who  could  give 
the  neceifary  fecurities ;  the  whole  amount  being  limited  to  the 
fum  of  one  million  rix  dollars. 

Thus,  by  this  tranfa&ion,  Government  created  for  itfelf  a  net 
revenue  of  about  25,000  rix  dollars  a  year,  free  of  all  deduc- 
tions, without  rifk  and  without  trouble,  ffom  a  fictitious  ca- 
pital. It  did  more  than  this.  Part  of  the  original  capital,  which, 
at  its  higheft  point  was  about  680,000  rix  dollars,  was  repaid 
by  the  inhabitants,  and  reftored  to  Government ;  but,  inftead 
of  cancelling  fuch  fums,  as  it  fhould  feem  in  honour  bound  to 
do,  it  applied  them  towards  the  payment  of  the  public  expences, 
fuffering  the  whole  of  the  original  capital  to  continue  in  cir- 
culation. 
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The  operation  of  fuch  a  loan,  from  the  Government  to  the 
fubject,  fo  much  the  reverfe  of  what  generally  takes  place  in 
other  ftates,  might  be  fuppofed  to  produce  on  the  minds  of  the 
people  a  difpofition  of  ill-will  towards  the  Government ;  which, 
indeed,  was  afligned  as  one  of  the  motives  to  make  off  their  de- 
pendence, and  thus  free  themfelves  at  once  from  a  load  of  debt 
by  the  deftruction  of  the  creditor.    Thefe  fhort-fighted  people 
did  not  reflect  that  the  whole  amount  of  paper  money  iffued 
through  the  bank  was  not  half  the  amount  of  paper  currency  in 
circulation ;  that  a  much  greater  fum,  of  the  fame  fabric,  but 
made  on  a  different  occafion,  had  been  borrowed  by  Govern- 
ment from  the  inhabitants,  for  which  the  only  fecurity  was  its 
credit  and  (lability.    The  confequence  of  Suffrein's  vifit  to  the 
Cape,  and  the  expences  of  throwing  up  the  lines,  and  putting 
the  works  in  repair,  obliged  the  Dutch  to  borrow  plate  and 
filver  money  from  the  inhabitants  for  the  exigencies  of  Govern- 
ment, which  was  promifed  to  be  repaid  on  the  arrival  of  the 
fhips  then  expected  from  Holland  j  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
ftamped  paper,  in  pieces  bearing  different  values,  was  given  and 
thrown  into  circulation,  none  of  which  has  ever  been  redeemed 
by  fpecie,  nor,  in  all  human  probability,  ever  will.    The  ba- 
lance of  the  paper  lent  by  Government,  and  of  the  money  bor- 
rowed from  the  people,  is  about  240,000  rix  dollars  in  favour 
of  the  latter,  fo  that  they  would  gain  little  by  deftroying  the 
credit  of  Government. 

13.  The  duty  arifing  from  ftamped  paper  was  early  intro- 
duced, but  limited  to  fuch  public  writings  as  were  iffued  from 
the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  Government  and  of  the  Court  of 
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Juftice  ;  and  for  ads  figned  by  public  notaries,  until  the  arrival 
of  the  Commifiaries  General,  when  it  was  confiderably  ex- 
tended. At  prefent  all  bills  of  fale,  receipts,  petitions,  and  me- 
morials, mull  be  made  out  on  ftamped  paper.  The  limits  of 
the  ftamps  are  fixpence  the  loweft,  and  one  hundred  rix  dollars 
or  twenty  pounds  the  higheft. 

The  net  proceeds  of  the  colonial  revenue  for  four  fucceflive 
years  will  appear  from  the  following  table : 


Branch's  of  the  r'ublic  Revenue 

Year  i7c;8. 

Year  1799 

Year  1800. 

Year  1801. 

* 

Rd. 

jk. 

ft 

Rd, 

jk. 

ft- 

Rd. 

jk. 

ft- 

Rd. 

ft- 

ft 

i.  Land  Revenue 
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6 

2 

40,720 

6 

4 

43.396 

2 

4 
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6 

4 

2.  Duties   on  grain  1 

and  wine  levied  at  > 

36,867 

6 

0 

35^64 

2 

4 

3 '.930 

1 

3 

37.759 

3 

0 

-.1!  1  iLl  1 

3.  Transfer  duty  on  ) 

67,483 

falcs  of  immovable  > 

33»2Ii 

4 

2 

66,843 

3 

3 

4).576 

1 

3 

7 

0 

eftates  j 

4.  Duty  arifing  from  ~) 

Sale  of   buildings  > 

5 

4 

5>677 

3 

5>939 

1 

3 

5.247 

5 

1 

on  loan  eftates  J 

5.  Public  vendue  duty 

48,182 

3 

3 

59,916 

1 

2 

61,166 

3 

0 

85,960 

2 

4 

6.  Fees  received   in } 

the  Secretary's  Of-  > 

1,654 

0 

0 

'.365 

6 

0 

1. '93 

3 

0 

i>312 

7 

0 

fice  J 

7.  Cuftoms 

43 '3  3 1 

4 

c 

42,828 

5 

0 

38,582 

4 

0 

47.833 

1 

0 

8.  Port  fees 

2,186 

2 

c 
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0 

0 

3.945 

4 

0 

5.498 

0 

0 

9.  Poftage  of  letters 

641 

5 

0 

950 

0 

0 

i,n  1 

7 

0 
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6 

0 

10.  Seizures, fines, and! 

10,182 

7.585 

26,572 

Penalties  j" 

0 

i 

0 

3 

0 

0 

5.533 

3 

0 

11.  Licences  to  retail! 

wine,  beer,  and  fpi-  > 
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0 

4 

5I.I33 

2 

4 
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5 

2 

9&200 

0 

0 

rituous  liquors  J 
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tal  lent  out  through  > 
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6 

1 

25,678 

4 

1 

26,240 

2 

3 

*5>957 

0 

1 

the.  loan  bank  J 

1 3.  Duty  arifing  from  ? 
ftamped  paper  J 

18,403 

4 

0 

20,348 

6 

c 

18,751 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Amount     R.  D. 

322,51* 

7 

5 
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0 

0 
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4 

0 

45o.7i3 

a 

4 
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1 1 

1  1 
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8 

0 
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6 

0 
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'3 

4' 
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Thefe  furos  were  applied  to  the  payment  of  falaries  on  the 
civil  eftablifhment,  the  expences  of  the  feveral  departments, 
the  repairs  of  Government  buildings,  and  the  contingencies 
and  extraordinaries  of  the  colony,  to  all  which,  by  a  prudent 
economy,  they  were  much  more  than  adequate  ;  for,  on  clofing 
the  public  accounts  the  year  after  the  departure  of  Lord  Macart- 
ney from  his  government,  there  was  a  balance  in  the  Treafury, 
amounting  to  between  two  and  three  hundred  thoufand  rix 
dollars,  after  every  expence  of  the  year  had  been  liquidated. 


Jurisprudence. 

The  outline  of  the  conftitution  and  practice  of  the  Court  of 
Juftice  at  the  Cape  I  have  already  had  occafion  to  notice,  and 
to  obferve  that  its  members  were  chofen  out  of  the  burghers  of 
the  town,  and  were  not  profeflional  men  brought  up  in  the  ftudy 
of  the  law.  The  Fifcal,  who  is  the  public  accufer  in  criminal 
matters,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Court,  are  the  only  perfons 
poffefled  of  legal  knowledge.  The  jurifdidlion  of  this  Court 
extended  to  the  trial  of  offences  committed  by  the  military ;  in 
all  fuch  cafes,  however,  the  Governor,  as  Commander  in  Chief, 
had  the  power  of  nominating  two  military  officers,  to  fit  on  the 
trial  and  give  their  votes,  with  the  ordinary  members,  upon  the 
■  cafe.  The  members  of  the  Court  may  be  couiidered  as  a  kind 
of  fpecial  jury,  who,  having  heard  the  evidence  adduced  by 
the  parties,  decide  upon  the  fads,  and  the  Secretary  points  out 
the  law.  Their  decifion,  however,  is  carried  by  a  majority  of 
voices. 
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Two  of  the  members  in  turns  form  a  monthly  commiflion, 
before  which  written  evidence  is  produced  by  the  attornies  of 
the  parties,  and  every  information  collected  againft  the  full 
meeting  of  the  Court,  which  is  held  once  a  fortnight.  The 
doors  are  always  fhut ;  there  is  no  oral  pleading ;  and  the  par- 
ties are  entirely  excluded.  Decifion  is  pronounced  upon  the 
written  and  attefted  documents  that  appear  before  them,  and 
which,  indeed,  have  been  read  by  each  member  in  the  interval 
between  the  days  of  feffion.  Were  this  not  pra&ifed,  fo  great 
is  the  litigious  difpofition  of  the  people,  they  would  not  be  able 
to  go  through  the  ordinary  bufinefs.  Forty  or  fifty  caufes  are 
fometimes  difpatched  in  the  Court  in  the  courfe  of  one  morn- 
ing ;  and  they  hear  none  where  the  damages  are  not  laid  at  a 
greater  fum  than  200  rix  dollars  or  40/.  All  fuits,  under  this 
amount,  are  decided  in  an  inferior  Court  called  the  Court  of 
Commiffaries  for  trying  petty  caufes  :  in  the  country  diftricts  the 
Landroft  and  Hemraaden  are  empowered  to  give  judgment  in 
all  cafes  where  the  damages  to  be  recovered  do  not  exceed  150 
rix  dollars  or  30/. 

This  litigious  fpirit  in  the  people,  who  are  moftly  related  one 
way  or  another,  and  who  always  addrefs  each  other  by  the  name 
of  coufin^  is  encouraged  by  the  attornies,  who,  in  the  Cape, 
may  truly  be  called  a  neft  of  vermin  fattening  on  the  credulity 
of  the  people.  To  become  a  procureur  it  is  by  no  means  ne- 
ceffary  to  ltudy  the  law.  Hence  any  bankrupt  fhopkeener,  or 
reduced  officer,  or  clerk  in  any  of  the  departments,  may  fet  up 
for  an  attorney.  The  bufinefs  confifts  in  taking  down  depo- 
fitions  in  writing,  and  drawing  up  a  ftate  of  the  cafe  for  the 
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nation  of  the  monthly  commiffioners,  and  afterwards  to  be  kid 
before  the  full  Court.  As  their  charges,  in  fome  degree,  depend 
upon  the  quantity  of  paper  written,  fuch  papers  are  generally 
pretty  voluminous.  The  expences  of  a  fmgle  fuit  will  fometimes 
amount  to  400/.  or  500/.  fterling,  when,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
object  of  litigation  was  not  worth  1 00  /. 

The  office  of  Fifcal  is  one  of  the  moft  important  in  the  co- 
lony. As  public  accufer  it  is  his  duty  to  profecute,  in  the  Court 
of  Juftice,  all  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors ;  and  as  Solicitor- 
General  to  the  Crown  he  is  to  ad  in  all  cafes  where  the  interelt 
of  Government  is  concerned.  As  Chief  Magiftrate  of  the  po- 
lice, both  within  and  without  the  town,  he  is  authorized  to 
inflict  corporal  punifhment  on  Haves,  Hottentots,  and  others, 
not  being  burghers,  for  petty  offences,  riotous  behaviour,  or 
other  acts  that  cannot  be  confidered  as  directly  criminal.  The 
Fifcal  has  alfo  the  power  of  impofing  fines,  and  of  accepting 
pecuniary  compofition  for  mifdemeanors,  infults,  breach  of  con- 
tract in  cafes  where  the  offender  does  not  wifh  to  rifk  a  public 
trial.  The  fum,  however,  that  in  cafes  of  compromife  can  be 
demanded  by  the  Fifcal,  was  limited,  under  the  Britifli  Govern- 
ment, to  200  rix  dollars.  For  it  appeared  that,  under  former 
Fifcals,  many  and  enormous  abufes  had  been  practifed  in  the 
levying  of  fines,  particularly  in  cafes  where  the  nature  of  the 
offence  was  fuch  that  the  accufcd  chofe  rather  to  pay  a  large  fum 
of  money  than  naffer  his  caufe  to  be  inveftigated  before  a  full 
court.  The  Fifcal,  being  entitled  to  one-third  of  all  fuch  pe- 
nalties, took  care  to  lay  them  as  heavy  as  he  thought  the  cafes 
would  bear.    What  a  temptation  was  here  laid  for  frail  mortal 
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man,  in  his  fifcal  capacity,  to  be  guilty  of  injuftice  and  extor- 
tion, by  leaving  the  power  of  fixing  the  penalty  in  the  breaft  of 
the  very  man  who  was  to  reap  the  benefit  of  it !  To  the  honour 
of  the  man  be  it  fpoken,  who  held  this  important  but  odious 
fituation,  during  the  government  of  Britain  at  the  Cape,  his 
moft  inveterate  enemies,  and  he  and  every  one  who  fills  the 
office  mull  daily  make  fuch,  never  accufed  him  either  of  making 
an  undue  ufe  of  his  authority,  or  of  ftudying  his  own  intereft  in 
this  refpedt.  The  Englifh  found  him  and  left  him  poor,  but 
not  without  fome,  though  not  adequate,  acknowledgment  of 
his  fervices. 

The  office  of  Fifcal  confided  of  the  principal  and  a  deputy,  a 
ckrk,  two  bailiffs,  two  jailors,  eight  conftables,  and  nineteen 
blacks  and  Malays,  ufually  called  Kaffers.  The  whole  expence 
to  Government  was  under  10,000  rix  dollars  ;  the  Court  of  Juf- 
tice  and  Secretary's  Office  to  the  Court  was  about  the  fame  fum, 
fo  that  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  coft  the  Government  about 
4000  /.  fterling  a  year. 

The  Court  of  Commlffaries  for  trying  petty  fuits,  and for  matri- 
monial affairs,  confifts  of  a  Prefident,  a  Vice-prefident,  and  four 
members,  whofe  fituations  are  merely  honorary,  and  are  biennial. 
The  duties  of  the  Court,  as  the  name  implies,  are  divided  into 
two  diftinct  claffes :  firft,  to  decide  in  $uits  where  the  fum  in 
litigation  does  not  exceed  40/. ;  and  fecondly,  to  grant  licences 
of  marriage  where,  on  examination  of  the  parties,  there  appears 
to  be  no  legal  impediment. 

.  In 
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In  its  firft  capacity  it  may  be  confidered  as  a  fort  of  Court  of 
Confcience.  The  pronenefs  of  the  people  to  litigation  made  it 
neceflary,  notwithstanding  the  fcanty  population,  toeftablifh  this 
as  a  relief  to  the  Superior  Court,  by  taking  off  its  hands  the  de- 
cifion  of  a  multiplicity  of  trifling  fuits,  as  well  as,  by  a  fummary 
mode  of  proceeding,  to  prevent  heavy  cofts.  The  procefs  for 
the  recovery  of  a  debt  is  very  fimple.  A  fummons  is  fent  from 
the  Secretary  to  the  debtor,  forty-eight  hours  before  the  meeting 
of  the  Court,  which  is  every  Saturday.  The  parties  are  heard, 
a  decifion  taken,  and  fentence  pronounced.  An  appeal  lies  to 
the  Superior  Court. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  licence  for  marriage,  it  is  neceflary  for 
both  perfons  to  appear  perfonally  before  the  Court,  to  anfwer  to 
fuch  queftions  as  may  be  put  to  them  concerning  their  age,  the 
confent  of  parents  or  guardians,  their  relationftiip,  and  fuch 
like ;  after  which  a  certificate  is  given,  and  the  banns  are  pub- 
limed  thrice  in  the  church.  The  confent  of  parents  or  guar- 
dians is  neceflary  to  be  had  by  all  who  marry  under  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years.  If  the  confent  of  parents  or  guardians  be 
refufed  to  a  minor,  the  removal  of  the  objections  is  left  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  Court.  If  either  of  the  parties  has  been  mar- 
ried before,  and  has  children,  a  certificate  muft  be  produced 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Orphan  Chamber,  or  from  the  notary 
appointed  to  adminifter  to  the  affairs  of  the  children,  that  the 
laws  of  the  colony  relating  to  inheritance  have  been  duly  com- 
plied with. 

The 
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The  Wcejkammcr^  or  chamber  for  managing  the  effects  of 
minors  and  orphans,  is  one  of  the  original  inftitutions  of  the 
colony,  and  is  modelled  on  thofe  eftablifhments  of  a  fimilar 
kind  that  are  found  in  every  city  and  town  of  the  Mother 
Country.  The  nature  of  their  laws  of  inheritance  pointed  out 
the  expediency  of  public  guardians  to  protect  and  manage  the 
property  of  thofe  who,  during  their  minority,  mould  be  left  in 
an  orphan  ftate.  In  this  inftance  the  Dutch  have  departed  from 
the  civil  or  Roman  law  on  which  their  fyftem  of  jurifprudence 
is  chiefly  grounded.  By  their  laws  of  property  the  eftates  and 
moveables  of  two  perfons  entering  into  wedlock  become  a  joint 
(lock,  of  which  each  party  has  an  equal  participation  ;  and,  on 
the  death  of  either,  the  children  are  entitled  to  that  half  of  the 
joint  property  which  belonged  to  the  deceafed,  unlefs  it  may 
have  been  otherwife  difpofed  of  by  will ;  and  here  the  legifla— 
ture  has  wifely  interfered  to  allow  of  fuch  diipofal  only  under 
certain  reftrictions  and  limitations.  The  Dutch  laws,  regarding 
property,  are  more  inclinable  to  the  interefts  of  the  children, 
than  favourable  to  the  extenfion  of  parental  authority.  To 
enable  a  man  to  difinherit  a  child,  he  muft  bring  proof  of  his 
having  committed  one,  at  leaft,  of  the  crimes  of  children  againft 
parents,  which  are  enumerated  in  the  Juftinian  code. 

To  guard  againft  abufes  in  the  management  of  the  provifion 
which  the  law  has  made  for  minors  and  orphans,  and  to  fecure 
the  property  to  which  they  are  entitled,  are  the  duties  of  ths 
Orphan  Chamber.  Its  authority  extends  alfo  to  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  effects,  either  of  natives  or  ftrangers,  who  may  die 
inteftate.    At  the  deceafe  of  either  parent,  where  there  are 
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children,  an  account  of  the  joint  property  is  taken  by  the  Cham- 
ber, and  in  the  event  of  the  furvivor  intending  to  marry  a 
fecond  time,  fuch  furvivor  rauft  pafs  a  bond  to  fecure  the  half 
fhare  of  the  deceafed  to  the  children  by  the  former  marriage. 

This  excellent  inftitution  is  managed  by  a  prefident  and  four 
members,  a  fecretary,  and  feveral  clerks.  Their  emoluments 
arife  from  a  per  centage  of  2 1  on  the  amount  of  all  property 
that  comes  under  their  adminiftration,  and  from  fums  of  money 
accruing  from  the  intereft  of  unclaimed  property,  and  the  com- 
pound intereft  arifing  from  the  unexpended  incomes  of  orphans 
during  their  minority.  The  Secretary,  in  addition  to  a  fixed 
falary,  has  an  allowance  of  4  per  cent,  on  the  fale  of  orphan 
property,  which  almoft  always  takes  place  in  order  to  make  a 
juft  distribution  among  the  children.  This  is  confidered  as  an 
indemnification  for  his  refponfibility  to  the  board  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  property  fold.  The  clerks  divide  among  them  one 
per  cent.,  fo  that  all  orphan  property,  palling  through  the 
Chamber,  fuffers  a  reduction  of  7I  per  cent,  upon  the  capital, 
which  is  2f  per  cent,  lefs  than  when  left  to  the  adminiftration 
of  private  executors,  who  have  5  per  cent,  for  their  trouble, 
and  muft  pay  5  per  cent,  on  the  public  vendue,  from  which  the 
Orphan  Chamber  is  exempt. 


Religion. 

Calvanifm,  or  the  Reformed  Church  as  it  has  ufually  been 
called,  is  the  eftablifhed  religion  of  the  colony.    Other  feds 
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were  tolerated,  but  they  were  neither  countenanced,  nor  paid, 
nor  preferred  by  the  Dutch.  The  Germans,  who  are  equally 
numerous  with  the  Dutch,  and  moftly  Lutherans,  had  great 
difficulty  in  obtaining  permiffion  to  build  a  church,  in  which, 
however,  they  at  length  fucceeded  ;  but  they  were  neither  fuf- 
fered  to  erect  a  fteeple  nor  to  hang  a  bell.  A  Methodift  chapel 
has  alfo  lately  been  built ;  and  the  Moravians  have  a  church  in 
the  country ;  but  the  Malay  Mahomedans,  being  refufed  a 
church,  perform  their  public  fervice  in  the  ftone  quarries  at 
the  head  of  the  town.  Other  feels  have  not  yet  found  them- 
felves  fufficiently  numerous  or  opulent  to  form  a  community. 

The  body  of  the  clergy  are  in  no  part  of  the  world  more 
fuitably  provided  for,  or  more  generally  refpected,  than  in  this 
country  ;  a  confequence  of  their  being  fupported  entirely  by 
Government,  and  not  by  any  tax  or  tythe  laid  upon  the  public. 
Their  fituation,  it  is  true,  leads  not  to  affluence,  but  it  places 
them  beyond  the  apprehenfion  of  want  or  pecuniary  embarrafT- 
mcnts  ;  and  it  fecures  to  their  widows  a  fubfiftence  for  life. 
The  falaries  and  the  emoluments,  which  all  of  them  enjoy,  both 
in  the  town  and  the  country  diftricts,  are  nearly  on  an  equality. 
By  their  rank,  which  is  next  to  that  of  the  Prefident  of  the 
Court  of  Juftice  in  town,  and  of  the  Landroft  in  the  country, 
they  are  entitled  to  leek  connections  with  the  firft  and  wealthieft 
families  in  the  colony.  None  would  think  of  refufing  his 
daughter's  hand  to  the  folicitations  of  a  clergyman  ;  and  the 
lady  ufually  confidered  the  precedence  at  church  as  a  full  com- 
penfation  for  the  lofs  of  balls,  cards,  and  other  amufements 
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which  her  new  fittr.tion  obliged  her  to  relinquish.  Some 
changes,  however,  of  fucli  fentiments  were  faid  to  have  taken 
place,  on  the  part  of  the  ladies,  with  the  change  of  their  former 
Government,  and  that  whatever  might  ftill  be  the  opinion  of 
the  parents,  they  began  to  doubt  whether  the  eafy  and  unre- 
ftrained  gaiety  of  a  red  coat  might  not  be  equally  productive  of 
happinefs  with  the  gravity  of  a  black  one. 

But  the  introduction  of  new  manners  and  new  fentiments 
produced  no  direliction  in  the  pious  deportment  of  the  clergy 
and  their  families ;  nor  was  there  any  change  in  the  exterior 
marks  of  devotion  among  the  laity.  The  former  are  fcrupu- 
loufly  exact:  in  the  obfervance  of  the  feveral  duties  of  their 
office,  and  the  latter  equally  fo  in  their  attendance  of  public 
worfliip.  In  the  country  the  boors  carry  their  devotion  to  an 
excefs  ©f  inconvenience  that  looks  very  like  hypocrify.  From 
fome  parts  of  the  colony  it  requires  a  journey  of  a  week  or 
ten  days  to  go  to  the  neareft  church,  yet  the  whole  family  fel- 
dom  fails  in  their  attendance  twice  or  thrice  in  a  year. 

The  duties  of  the  clergy  are  not  very  laborious,  though 
pretty  much  the  fame  as  in  Europe.  They  attend  church  twice 
on  Sundays,  vifit  the  fick  when  fent  for,  and  beftovv  one  morn- 
ing in  the  week  to  examine  young  perfons  in  the  confeffion  of 
faith.  They  muft  alfo  compofe  their  fermon  for  Sunday,  and 
learn  it  by  heart.  Their  congregation  would  have  little  refpect 
for  their  talents  if  it  was  read  to  them,  though  of  their  own 
compofing.  Nothing  will  do  in  a  Dutch  church  but  an  ex- 
temporary 
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temporary  rant ;  and  they  all  go  to  church  in  expectation  of 
fome  glance  being  made  at  the  prevailing  topic  of  the  day,  and 
return  fatisfied  or  difpleafed  according  as  the  preacher  has 
coincided  with  or  oppofed  their  fentiments  on  the  fubject  of  his 
difcourfe. 

The  clergy  have  alfo  the  direction  of  the  funds  raifed  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor.  Thefe  funds  are  eftablifhed  from  weekly 
donations,  made  by  all  fuch  as  attend  divine  fervice,  from  lega- 
cies, and  from  the  fums  demanded  by  the  church  on  the  eman- 
cipation of  flaves.  The  intereft  is  applied  towards  the  fuccour 
and  fupport  of  thofe  whom  old  age,  infirmities,  accident,  or  the 
common  misfortunes  of  life,  may  have  rendered  incapable  of 
affifting  themfelves.  This  clafs  is  not  very  numerous  in  the 
Cape,  and  is  compofed  moftly  of  fuch  as  have  been  denied,  in 
their  early  days,  the  means  of  making  any  provifion  againfl:  old 
age  ;  chiefly  emancipated  flaves,  whofe  bed  part  of  their  life 
has  been  dedicated  entirely  to  the  fervice  of  their  owners. 

An  unfuccefsful  attempt  was  made  fome  years  ago  to  eftablim 
a  public  grammar- fchool  at  the  Cape,  and  the  clergymen  were 
nominated  as  curators.  A  fund  for  this  purpofe  was  intended 
to  be  raifed  by  fubfcription,  and  every  one  was  ready  to  put 
down  his  name,  but  very  few  came  forwards  with  the  money. 
After  the  purchafe  of  a  fuitable  houfe,  they  found  there  was  no- 
thing left  to  afford  even  a  moderate  falary  for  a  Latin  mafter ; 
and  the  clergy  of  the  Cape,  who  are  the  only  fit  perfons  to  take 
upon  them  the  important  talk  of  inftructing  youth,  are  already 

too 
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too  well  provided  for  by  Government  to  engage  in  fo  laborious 
an  employ. 

The  amount  of  the  funds  belonging  to  the  Reformed  Church 
in  Cape  Town,  in  the  year  1798,  was,  Rd.  110,842  1  2  or 
22,168/.  8x.  8^/.,  and  the  fubfiftence  granted  to  the  poor  was 
Rd.  5564  2  or  1 1 1 2 /.  ijs.  The  funds  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
were  Rd.  74,148  2  2  or  14,829/.  13/.  2  and  the  relief  granted 
to  the  poor  Rd.  972  2  2  or  194/.  9/.  id. 

Improvements  suggested. 

Before  any  confiderable  degree  of  improvement  can  be  ex- 
pected in  thofe  parts  of  the  country,  not  very  diftant  from  the 
Cape,  it  will  be  neceflary,  by  feme  means  or  other,  to  increafe 
the  quantity  and  to  reduce  the  prefent  enormous  price  of  la- 
bour. The  moft  effectual  way,  perhaps,  of  doing  this,  would 
be  the  introduction  of  Chinefe.  Were  about  ten  thoufand  of 
this  induftrious  race  of  men  diftributed  over  the  Cape  diftrict, 
and  thofe  divifions  of  Stellenbofch  and  Drakenftein  which  lie 
on  the  Cape  fide  of  the -mountains,  the  face  of  the  country 
would  exhibit  a  very  different  appearance  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
years;  the  markets  would  be  better  and  more  reafonably  fupplied, 
and  an  abundance  of  furplus  produce  acquired  for  exportation. 
It  is  not  here  meant  that  thefe  Chinefe  mould  be  placed  under 
the  farmers  ;  a  fituation  in  which  they  might  probably  become, 
like  the  poor  Hottentots,  rather  a  load  and  an  encumbrance  on 
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the  colony,  than  a  benefit  to  it.  The  pooreft  peafant  in  China, 
if  a  free  man,  acquires  notions  of  property.  After  paying  a 
certain  proportion  of  his  produce  to  the  State,  which  is  limited 
and  defined,  the  reft  is  entirely  his  own  ;  and  though  the  Em- 
peror is  considered  as  the  fole  proprietary  of  the  foil,  the  land 
is  never  taken  from  him  fo  long  as  he  continues  to  pay  his 
proportion  of  produce  to  Government. 

I  mould  propofe  then,  that  all  the  pieces  of  ground  inter- 
vening between  the  large  farms  and  other  wade  lands  mould 
be  granted  to  the  Chinefe  on  payment  of  a  moderate  rent 
after  the  firft  feven  years.  The  Britiih  Government  would  find 
no  difficulty  in  prevailing  upon  that,  or  a  greater,  number  of 
thefe  people  to  leave  China ;  nor  is  the  Government  of  that 
country  fo  very  ftridt  or  folicitous  in  preventing  its  fubjetts 
from  leaving  their  native  land  as  is  ufually  fuppofed.  The 
maxims  of  the  State  forbad  it  at  a  time  when  it  was  more 
politic  to  prevent  emigrations  than  now,  when  an  abundant 
population,  occafionally  above  the  level  of  the  means  cf  fub- 
fiftence,  fubjecls  thoufands  to  perim  at  home  for  want  of  the  ne- 
ceflaries  of  life.  Emigrations  take  place  every  year  to  Manilla, 
Batavia,  Prince  of  Wales'  Ifland,  and  to  other  parts  of  the 
eaftern  world. 

In  the  diftant  parts  of  the  colony,  where  there  is  wafte  land 
in  the  greateft  abundance,  it  would  be  advifeable  to  hold  out 
the  fame  encouragement  to  the  Hottentots  as  they  have  met 
with  from  the  Hernhiiters  at  Bavian's  Kloof,  a  meafure  that 
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would  be  equally  beneficial  to  the  boor  and  the  Hottentot, 
and  prevent  the  many  horrid  murders  that  difgrace  humanity. 

The  next  ftep  to  improvement  would  be  to  oblige  all  the 
Dutch  landholders  to  enclofe  their  eftates,  agreeably  to  the  ori- 
ginal plans  which  are  depofited  in  the  Secretary's  Office.  &y 
planting  hedge  rows  ad  trees,  the  grounds  would  not  only  be 
better  fheltered,  but  the  additional  quantity  of  moifture  that 
would  be  attracted  from  the  air,  would  prevent  the  furface  from 
being  fo  much  fcorched  in  the  fummer  months.  The  almond, 
as  I  have  obferved,  grows  rapidly  in  the  drieft  and  pooreft  foils, 
and  fo  does  the  pomgranate,  both  of  which  would  ferve  for 
hedges.  The  lemon-tree,  planted  thick,  makes  a  profitable  as 
well  as  an  extremely  beautiful  and  excellent  hedge,  but  it  re- 
quires to  be  planted  on  ground  that  is  rather  moift.  The  keur- 
boom  or  fophora  capenfis  grows  in  hard  dry  foils,  as  will  alfo  two 
or  three  of  the  larger  kind  of  proteas. 

The  vineyards,  inftead  of  being  pruned  down  to  the  ground, 
fo  that  the  bunches  of  grapes  frequently  reft  upon  it,  mould  be 
led  up  props  or  efpaliers,  or  trailed,  as  in  Madeira,  along  the 
furface  of  lattice  work.  The  ftrong  Spanifh  reed  that  grows 
abundantly  in  the  colony  is  well  fuited  for  this  purpofe,  whicli 
would  not  only  free  the  grapes  from  the  peculiar  earthy  tafte 
that  is  always  communicated  to  the  wine,  but  would  caufe  the 
fame  extent  of  vineyard  to  produce  more  than  double  the  quan- 
tity of  grapes.  A  family  or  two  from  the  ifland  of  Madeira,  to 
inftrucl:  them  in  the  procefs  of  making  wine,  would  be  of  effen- 
tial  ufe  to  the  colony. 

A  better 
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A  better  fyftem  of  tillage  of  the  corn  lands  could  not  fail  to 
be  productive  of  a  confiderable  increafe  in  the  returns  of  grain. 
The  breed  of  horfes  has  fomuch  improved  fince  the  capture  by 
the  Englifh,  that  thefe  may  foon  be  fubftituted  for  oxen  in  all 
the  purpofes  of  hufbandry,  and  fmall  Englifh  ploughs  made  to 
fuperfede  their  prefent  unwieldy  machines. 

With  refpect  to  the  country  boors,  it  will  require  a  long  time 
before  any  effectual  fteps  can  be  adopted  for  the  improvement 
of  their  condition.  One  of  the  mod  eligible  plans,  perhaps, 
would  be  the  eftabliihment  of  fairs  or  markets  at  Algoa  Bay, 
Piettenberg's  Bay,  Moffel  Bay,  and  Saldanha  Bay;  to  which, 
at  certain  fixed  periods,  once  a  month  or  quarter  for  inftance, 
they  might  drive  down  their  cattle,  and  bring  their  other  articles 
of  produce  for  fale. 

This  might  immediately  be  effected  by  prohibiting  the  but- 
chers from  fending  round  their  fervants  to  collect:  cattle  at  the 
boors'  houfes ;  and  by  giving  public  notice  of  the  times  at  which 
the  markets  would  be  held  at  the  different  places.  At  Algoa 
Bay  a  great  variety  of  produce,  befides  fheep  and  horned  cattle, 
might  be  exhibited  together,  not  only  from  the  boors,  but  alfo 
from  the  Kaffers  and  the  Hottentots.  Thefe  people  would,  no 
doubt,  be  very  glad  to  give  their  ivory  and  fkins  of  leopards 
and  antelopes  in  exchange  for  iron,  beads,  arid  tobacco,  and 
perhaps  coarfe  cloths,  provided  they  were  allowed  to  take  the 
advantage  of  a  fair  and  open  market.  The  honey  that  abounds 
in  all  the  forefts  would  be  collected  by  the  Hottentots  and 
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brought  to  the  market  at  Plettenberg's  Bay,  where  the  great 
plenty  of  timber  might  alfo  lead  to  a  very  extertfive  commerce 
and  furnifh  employment  for  numbers  of  this  race  of  natives, 
who  require  only  proper  encouragement  to  become  valuable 
members  of  fociety.  An  eftablifhment  of  Moravian  miffionaries 
at  this  bay  would  prove  of  infinite  benefit  to  the  colony.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  perfuade  the  boor  of  this,  and  nothing 
would  convince  him  of  the  truth  of  it,  but  the  circumftance  of 
his  being  able  to  procure  as  good  a  waggon  for  150  or  200  rix 
dollars  as  he  mull  now  purchafe  at  the  rate  of  400  dollars  in 
Cape  Town. 

It  would  be  no  fmall  advantage  to  the  boors,  who  dwell  fome 
hundred  miles  from  the  fea-coaft,  to  carry  back  in  their  wag- 
gons a  quantity  of  faked  fifh,  which  might  be  prepared  to  any 
extent  at  all  the  bays  ;  this  article  would  not  only  furnifh  them 
with  an  agreeable  variety  to  their  prefent  unremitting  confump- 
tion  of  flelh  meat  three  times  a  day,  but  would  ferve  alfo,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  ideas,  as  a  corrective  to  the  fuperabundance 
of  bile  which  the  exclufive  ufe  of  butchers'  meat  is  fuppofed 
to  engender.  To  cultivate  the  fifheries  on  the  coaft  of  Africa 
would  afford  the  means  of  employment  and  an  ample  fource  of 
provifion  for  a  great  number  of  Hottentot  families. 

At  MofTel  Bay,  befules  the  fifheries,  there  are  two  articles, 
the  natural  produce  of  the  country,  in  the  collection  and  pre- 
paration of  which  the  Hottentots  might  very  advantageoufly  be 
employed,  both  to  themfelves  and  to  the  community.  Thefe 

are 
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are  aloes  and  barilla,  the  plant  that  produces  the  firft  growing 
in  every  part  of  the  diflrict  that  furrounds  the  bay,  and  that 
from  the  allies  of  which  the  other  is  procured  being  equally 
abundant  in  the  plain  through  which  the  Olifant  R  iver  flows  at 
no  great  diftance  from  the  bay.  Here  too  the  cultivation  of 
grain  and  pulfe  might  be  greatly  extended. 

If  the  introduction  of  Chinefe  were  effected,  the  markets  of 
Cape  Town  and  Saldanua  Bay  could  not  fail  to  be  moft  abun- 
dantly fupplied  with  wine,  grain,  pulfe,  fruit,  and  vegetables; 
probably  to  fuch  a  degree  as  not  to  be  excelled  in  the  world* 
either  for  price,  quality,  or  quantity. 

The  confequence  of  fuch  a  fyftem  of  eftabliming  markets 
would  be  the  immediate  erection  of  villages  at  thefe  places. 
To  each  village  might  be  allowed  a  church,  with  a  clergyyman, 
who  might  act  at  the  fame  time  as  village  fchoolmafter.  The 
farmers'  children  put  out  to  board  would  contribute  to  the  fpeedy 
enlargement  of  the  villages.  The  farmers  would  thus  be  excited 
to  a  fort  of  emulation,  by  feeing  the  produce  of  each  other  com- 
pared together,  and  prices  offered  for  them  proportionate  to 
their  quality,  inftead  of  their  being  delivered  to  the  butcher, 
as  they  now  are,  good  and  bad  together,  at  fo  much  per  head. 
The  good  effects  produced  by  occafionally  meeting  in  fociety 
would  fpeedily  be  felt.  The  languor,  the  liftleffnefs,  and  the 
heavy  and  vacant  ftare,  that  characterize  the  African  peafant, 
would  gradually  wear  off.  The  meeting  together  of  the  young 
people,  would  promote  the  dance,  the  fong,  and  gambols  on 
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the  viHage  green,  now  totally  unknown  ;  and  cheerfulnefs  and 
converfation  would  fucceed  to  the  prefent  ftupid  lounging  about 
the  houfe,  fullen  filence,  and  torpid  apathy.  The  acquaint- 
ance with  new  objects  would  beget  new  ideas,  roufing  the 
dormant  powers  of  the  mind  to  energy,  and  of  the  body  to  ac- 
tion. By  degrees,  as  he  became  more  civilized  by  focial  inter- 
courfe,  humanity  as  well  as  his  intereft  would  teach  him  to  give 
encouragement  to  the  Hottentots  in  his  employ  to  engage  in 
ufeful  labour,  and  to  feel,  like  himfelf,  the  benefits  arifing  from 
honeft  induftry. 

The  eftablifhment  of  villages  in  an  extenfive  country  thinly 
peopled  may  be  confidered  as  the  firft  ftep  to  a  higher  ftate 
of  civilization.  A  town  or  a  village,  like  the  heart  in  the 
animal  frame,  collects,  receives,  and  difperfes  the  molt  valuable 
products  of  the  country  of  which  it  is  the  centre,  giving  life 
and  energy  and  activity  by  the  conftant  circulation  which  it 
promotes.  "Whereas  while  men  continue  to  be  thinly  fcattered 
over  a  country,  although  they  may  have  within  their  reach  all 
the  necefTaries  of  life  in  a  fuperfluity,  they  will  have  very  few  of 
its  comforts  or  even  of  its  moft  ordinary  conveniences.  Without 
a  mutual  intercourfe  and  afliftance  among  men,  life  would  be  a 
conftant  fucceffion  of  make-fhifts  and  fubftitutions. 

The  good  effects  refulting  from  fuch  meafures  are  not  to  be 
expected  as  the  work  of  a  day,  but  they  are  fuch  as  might,  in 
time,  be  brought  about. .  It  would  not,  however,  be  attended 
with  much  difficulty  to  bring  the  people  clofer  together,  and  to 
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fu  rnifli  them  with  the  means  of  fuitable  education  for  their 
children.  To  open  them  new  markets  for  their  produce,  and, 
by  frequent  intercourfe  with  one  another,  to  make  them  feel 
the  comforts  and  the  conveniences  of  focial  life.  Whether  the 
Dutch  will  be  able  to  fucceed  in  doing  this,  or  whether  they  will 
give  themfelves  the  trouble  of  making  the  experiment,  is  doubt- 
ful, but  mould  it  once  again  become  a  Britifh  fettlement,  thefe 
or  fimilar  regulations  would  be  well  deferving  the  attention  of 
Government. 

But,  above  all,  the  eftablifhment  of  a  proper  public  fchool 
in  the  capital,  with  matters  from  Europe  qualified  to  undertake 
the  different  departments  of  literature,  demands  the  flrft  atten- 
tion of  the  Government,  whether  it  be  Dutch  or  Englifh.  For 
as  long  as  the  fountain-head  is  fuffered  to  remain  troubled  and 
muddy,  the  attempt  would  be  vain  to  purify  the  ftreams  that 
ifTue  from  it.  It  is  painful  to  fee  fo  great  a  number  of  pro- 
mifing  young  men  as  are  to  be  found  in  Cape  Town,  entirely  ' 
ruined  for  want  of  a  fuitable  education.  The  mind  of  a  boy 
of  fourteen  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  remain  in  a  ftate  of  inactivity, 
and  if  not  employed  in  laying  up  a  Hock  of  ufeful  knowledge, 
the  chances  are  it  will  imbibe  a  tafte  for  all  the  vices  with 
which  it  is  furrounded,  and  of  which  the  catalogue  in  this  co- 
lony is  by  no  means  deficient, 
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Conclusion. 

Having  now  taken  a  view  of  the  importance  and  value  of 
Gape  of  Good  Hope,  as  a  military  and  naval  ftation,  as  a  feat 
of  commerce,  as  a  central  depot  for  the  Southern  Whale  Fifhery, 
and  as  a  territorial  pofleffion,  I  fhall  only  add,  by  way  of  con- 
clufion,  that  under  the  prefent  implacable  difpofition  of  France 
towards  this  country,  and  the  infatiable  ambition  of  its  Go- 
vernment, Great  Britain  never  can  relinquifh  the  poffcffion  of 
this  colony,  for  any  length  of  time,  without  ferioufly  endanger- 
ing the  fafety  of  her  Indian  trade  and  the  exiflence  of  her  em- 
pire in  the  Eaft  j  both  of  which  were  effectually  fecured,  at 
leaft  from  external  attack,  by  the  occupation  of  this  important 
outwork. 

The  facility  it  affords,  at  all  times,  of  throwing  into  India  a 
fpeedy  reinforcement  of  well  feafoned  troops,  which  never  can  be 
fupplied  effectually  from  England  how  much  fo  ever  they  may 
be  required,  muft  always  ftamp  an  indelible  value  on  the  Cape. 
How  defireable  would  it  be,  at  the  prefent  momentous  crifis,  to 
have  the  ufual  garrilbn  there  of  5000  effective  men,  to  reinforce 
our  fmall  but  archive  army  in  India,  inflead  of  fending  troops  from 
England,  oj  whom,  judging  from  paft  experience,  two-thirds  of 
thofe  who  may  furvive  the  voyage,  will  be  totally  unfit,  on  their 
arrival  there,  for  any  kind  of  fervice.  It  is  to  be  hoped  then, 
that  the  Directors  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  are  at  length 
become  fenfible  of  their  error  with  regard  to  this  important  co- 
lony 
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Iony  and,  having  feen  it,  that  fuch  meafures  have  been  fug- 
gefted  and  folicited  by  them  as  may  again  put  us  in  pofTeflion 
of  that  advance  poft,  by  which  their  political  and  commercial 
hit  ere  lis  in  the  Eajl  Indies  voill  be  fecured  and  promoted^  and 
without  which  thofe  interefts  will  conftantly  be  expofed  to  dan- 
gers that  may  not  only  threaten  but  finally  terminate  in  a  total 
fubverfion  : — Et  vitam  impendere  vcro* 
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